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January 16, 2024 
 
RE: Vote “Yes” On the PRESS Act 
 
Dear Members of the House of Representatives:  
 
 The American Civil Liberties Union urges you to vote “Yes” on HR 4250, 
the Protect Reporters from Exploitative State Spying Act (PRESS Act). This 
legislation is vital for enabling reporters to continue to do their jobs.   
 
 The press not only keeps our nation informed about current events, it 
also serves as a critical government watchdog. The role of the press is so vital to 
our democracy, that the freedom of the press was written into the First 
Amendment of the Constitution. However, that role is threatened when 
journalists are required to turn over the identity of their sources, or when the 
government is able to spy on journalists through a third party–such as a phone 
or internet provider–in order to determine a source's identity.  
 
 The PRESS Act provides that the government cannot compel reporters 
to disclose their confidential sources or work product. It also prevents the 
government from using surveillance as a work-around, by prohibiting the 
government from secretly seizing phone records, emails, and internet 
searches.   
 
 While the majority of states already have laws in place to protect 
reporters from having to reveal confidential sources and work products, these 
rules do not apply to the federal government, and are not uniform. The PRESS 
Act would provide uniform protections to journalists across the country.  
 
 For reporters to continue to serve their vital societal role, they must be 
given the tools they need to do their jobs. Accordingly, we urge you to vote 
“Yes” on the PRESS Act. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
reach out to Jenna Leventoff, Senior Policy Counsel, at jleventoff@aclu.org. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

 
Christopher Anders     Jenna Leventoff 
Director, Democracy and Technology Division  Senior Policy Counsel
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