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June 11, 2024 
 
Via E-Mail 
 
Ms. Kristen Clarke 
Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights 
U.S. Department of Justice 
 
Mr. James Felte 
Chief of the Criminal Section, Civil Rights Division 
U.S. Department of Justice 
 
Mr. E. Martin Estrada 
United States Attorney 
Central District of California 
 
Ms. Cassie Palmer 
Assistant United States Attorney 
Central District of California 
 
 Re: Request for Criminal Investigation – Los Angeles County Jails 
 
Dear Ms. Clarke, Mr. Felte, Mr. Estrada, and Ms. Palmer: 
 
We are counsel for Plaintiffs in Rosas v. Luna, CV-12-00428 DDP (C.D.Cal), a class action filed 
in 2012 by people incarcerated in the Los Angeles County jails challenging the improper uses of 
force and physical abuse of jail detainees by Los Angeles Sheriffs’ Department (“LASD”) staff. 
This case is one of several long-standing class action cases against LASD about conditions in the 
jails, including the U.S. Department of Justice’s case challenging the inadequate mental health 
care provided to people in the jails, United States v. Cnty. of Los Angeles, CV-15-05903 DDP 
(C.D. Cal.); the ACLU’s other longstanding case related to general conditions in the jails, 
Rutherford v. Luna, CV-75-04111 DDP (C.D.Cal); and Johnson v. Luna, CV-08-03515 DDP (C.D. 
Cal), a case brought by the ACLU and disability rights groups on behalf of detainees with 
mobility impairments, alleging violations of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
 
Because of the ACLU’s work as Plaintiffs’ counsel in Rosas, we became aware of a video of a 
grotesque use of force incident in which two deputies threw a detainee head-first into a 
concrete wall in Men’s Central Jail.  As a result, the man received extensive head lacerations 
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and injuries.  A video of the incident is attached; this incident also received widespread 
coverage last year. See, e.g., Keri Blakinger, Video shows deputy slamming handcuffed inmate into 
concrete wall at Men’s Central Jail, L.A. Times, (June 3, 2023) 
(https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2023-06-03/video-shows-deputy-slam-handcuffed-
inmate-into-concrete-wall-at-mens-central-jail).  Former Director of the Washington State 
Department of Corrections, Stephen Sinclair, who reviewed the video, described it as a 
“deputy grab[bing] the inmate by the head and aggressively slam[ming] his head into a concrete 
wall, causing significant head trauma with lacerations to the inmate’s head. . . . .”  See 
Declaration of Stephen Sinclair, Rosas v. Luna Dkt. No 253-1 (May 31, 2023) 
(https://www.aclu.org/cases/rosas-v-luna?document=Rosas-v-Luna-Declaration-of-Stephen-
Sinclair-%28Doc-253-1%29#legal-documents). 
 
Unfortunately, the Los Angeles County District Attorney (“LADA”) has just filed a declination 
memo announcing that it does not intend to criminally prosecute the two deputies. We believe 
that the attached declination memo is full of misstatements and misinterpretations, and that the 
criminal actions of the two involved deputies are clear. 
 
We are asking the U.S. Department of Justice and U.S. Attorney of the Central 
District of California to initiate a criminal investigation into this incident, as well as 
the actions taken by LASD officials after the fact.   
 
But the LADA’s failure to prosecute is not a one-off incident; it is part of a sad pattern of that 
office’s failing to play a meaningful role in accountability for criminal acts of deputies in the Los 
Angeles County jails.  Fortunately, in the past the United States Department of Justice and U.S. 
Attorney of the Central District of California have stepped in to fill the breach when the LADA 
has failed.  As you may remember, between 2012 and 2016 the federal government prosecuted 
more than 10 members of the LASD — from then-Sheriff Baca and then-Undersheriff Tanaka 
to lieutenants, sergeants and deputies who worked in the jails — for obstruction of justice for 
filing false reports about use of force incidents, and improper force.  See, e.g., Joel Rubin, Tanaka 
Convicted on Conspiracy and Obstruction of Justice Charges, L.A. Times (April 5, 2016) 
(https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-tanaka-trial-20160405-story.html); Joel Rubin, 
Three L.A. County Deputies Convicted in Beating of Jail Visitor, L.A. Times (June 24, 2015) 
(https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-three-la-deputies-convicted-in-jail-beating-case-
20150624-story.html); U.S. Attorney’s Office, Six Current and Former Los Angeles Sheriff’s Deputies 
Sentenced to Federal Prison for Obstructing Federal Civil Rights Investigation (Sept. 23, 2014) 
(https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/losangeles/news/press-releases/six-current-and-
former-los-angeles-sheriffs-deputies-sentenced-to-federal-prison-for-obstructing-federal-civil-
rights-investigation).   
 
In a number of those cases, the LADA had declined to prosecute before the federal 
government stepped in.  Perhaps the most egregious incident involved the savage beating of a 
visitor to the jails, Gabriel Carrillo, and subsequent false reports by LASD personnel that might 
have resulted in Mr. Carrillo’s going to prison, if not for the work of his criminal defense 
lawyer, who showed that Mr. Carrillo was the victim and LASD personnel the wrongdoers.  
Nonetheless, the LADA declined to prosecute the LASD personnel involved in the beating and 
false reports.  The U.S. Department of Justice stepped in, and obtained convictions against five 
members of the Sheriff’s Department.  This article from the LA Times and the attached letter 
the ACLU sent to then-DA Jackie Lacey goes into greater detail about the DA’s gross failings.  
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See Joel Rubin, Feds Did What L.A. Prosecutors Didn’t Do:  Bring Deputies in Jail Visitor’s Beating to 
Justice, L.A. Times (Dec. 26, 2015) (https://www.latimes.com/local/countygovernment/la-me-da-
jail-abuse-20151226-story.html).   
     
We hope the United States will once again step in to remedy the LADA’s failure to provide 
accountability for violence by LASD. We welcome the opportunity to meet with you or your 
colleagues to discuss this further. Please feel free to reach out to Peter Eliasberg 
(peliasberg@aclusocal.org or 213-977-5228), if you have any questions or would like more 
information. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                 
Peter J. Eliasberg     Corene T. Kendrick 
Chief Counsel      Deputy Director 
ACLU Foundation of      ACLU National Prison Project 
Southern California 
 
 
Encs. 
 
 
cc: Robert Luna, Los Angeles County Sheriff 

George Gascón, Los Angeles County District Attorney 
Dawyn Harrison, Los Angeles County Counsel 

 Max Huntsman, Los Angeles Inspector General 
 












