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UVA Health resumes gender-affirming care for people
under 19 years old
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The children’s hospital halted care in late January to comply with Trump’s executive order.

By Maggie Glass
Published: Feb. 14, 2025 at 5:02 PM CST

~OXPN

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. (WVIR) - Once again, people under the age of 19 can come to UVA Health for gender-affirming care.

This comes after multiple federal courts on Thursday and Friday temporarily blocked President Donald Trump's executive order to restrict gender-
affirming care for transgender youth.

It's a reversal leaving some in Charlottesville's trans community feeling in limbo.

“This decision to start again, while sure, is what we want, it makes us really have doubts that they will stand strong in support of us the next time,” co-
owner of The Beautiful Idea bookstore Senlin Means said.

The children’s hospital halted care in late January to comply with Trump’s executive order. That sparked protest on the hospital’'s doorstep.
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Lillian DeCostanza was one of the protestors there that day and is with the Charlottesville Gender Expansive Network, the Rivanna Area Queer Center,

and the Safe Open Queer Space for Teens.
“It just really dramatically improves their quality of life,” DeCostanza said.

According to its website, the hospital offers puberty blockers and hormone therapy to minors. That can only happen after a medical professional
diagnosing the patient with gender dysphoria.

Means said taking away this kind of care for youth has long lasting implications.
“You feel like your community is saying that you and only you can't get it because you don't deserve it,” Means said. “That in of itself is devastating.”
The hospital wrote in a statement to 29News:

“UVA Health will continue to monitor legal developments in this case and provide our patients with the best care possible under Virginia and federal

"

law.
Do you have a story idea? Send us your news tip here.
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