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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF VERMONT 

 
 
MOHSEN MAHDAWI,  
 

Petitioner, 
 

-against- 
 
DONALD J. TRUMP, IN HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES; PATRICIA HYDE, IN 
HER OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS ACTING BOSTON FIELD 
OFFICE DIRECTOR, IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS 
ENFORCEMENT, ENFORCEMENT AND REMOVAL 
OPERATIONS; VERMONT SUB-OFFICE DIRECTOR OF 
IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT, 
ENFORCEMENT AND REMOVAL OPERATIONS; TODD M. 
LYONS, IN HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS ACTING 
DIRECTOR, U.S. IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS 
ENFORCEMENT; KRISTI NOEM, IN HER OFFICIAL 
CAPACITY AS SECRETARY OF THE UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY; MARCO 
RUBIO, IN HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS SECRETARY OF 
STATE; AND PAMELA BONDI, IN HER OFFICIAL 
CAPACITY AS U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL,  
 

Respondents. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PETITION FOR 
WRIT OF HABEAS 
CORPUS 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Petitioner Mohsen Mahdawi is a lawful permanent resident of the United States on 

the pathway to naturalization. He has held a green card for the past ten years. This case concerns 

the government’s retaliatory and targeted detention and attempted removal of Mr. Mahdawi for his 

constitutionally protected speech.  

2. Mr. Mahdawi was born and raised in a refugee camp in the West Bank, where he 

lived until he moved to the United States in 2014. Mr. Mahdawi recently attended Columbia 

University, and he intends to return for a master’s degree in fall of 2025. As a student at Columbia, 

2:25-cv-00389     Document 1     Filed 04/14/25     Page 1 of 19

JA 1

 Case: 25-1113, 07/14/2025, DktEntry: 105.1, Page 4 of 256



2 

Mr. Mahdawi was an outspoken critic of Israel’s military campaign in Gaza and an activist and 

organizer in student protests on Columbia’s campus until March of 2024, after which he took a 

step back and has not been involved in organizing.   

3. On April 14, 2025, Mr. Mahdawi was arrested and detained by agents from the 

Department of Homeland Security (“DHS”), despite the fact that he is a lawful permanent resident. 

4. Mr. Mahdawi’s unlawful arrest and detention comes after Respondents adopted a 

policy (“the Policy”) on or before March 8, 2025, to retaliate and punish noncitizens for their 

speech and expressive conduct related to Palestine and Israel. Under the Policy, Respondent Marco 

Rubio, the Secretary of State, has unilateral power to issue determinations (“Rubio 

Determinations”) that the presence or activities in the United States of individuals who protested 

or were outspoken critics of Israel would have potentially serious foreign policy consequences and 

would compromise a compelling United States foreign policy interest. Based on these 

determinations, the Department of Homeland Security would seek to detain and deport these 

individuals.  

5. It appears that Respondents seek to base Mr. Mahdawi’s removal on the Rubio 

Determination and Section 237(a)(4)(C)(i) of the Immigration and Nationality Act, a rarely-used 

provision that Respondents recently used to detain another lawful permanent resident, Mahmoud 

Khalil, for similar speech.   

6. Prior to and following Mr. Mahdawi’s detention, the government has made clear 

that it intends to retaliate and punish individuals such as Mr. Mahdawi who advocated for ceasefire 

and ending the bloodshed in Gaza. Respondents’ actions plainly violate the First Amendment, 

which protects Mr. Mahdawi’s right to speak on matters of public concern and prevents the 

government from chilling constitutionally-protected speech.  
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7. In addition to violating Mr. Mahdawi’s First Amendment rights, the Rubio 

Determination and Mr. Mahdawi’s unlawful detention also violates Mr. Mahdawi’s statutory rights 

and due process rights.  

PARTIES 

8. Petitioner Mohsen Mahdawi is a Palestinian who was born and raised in a refugee 

camp in the West Bank. He is a lawful permanent resident of the United States and has been for 

the last ten years. He is a recent student of Columbia University, with an expected graduation date 

of May 2025.  He has been admitted to a Master’s program at Columbia University’s School of 

International and Public Affairs (“SIPA”), to begin in the fall of 2025. 

9. Respondent Donald J. Trump is named in his official capacity as the President of 

the United States. In this capacity, he is responsible for the policies and actions of the executive 

branch, including the Department of State and the Department of Homeland Security. At all 

relevant hereto, Respondent Trump’s address is the White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, 

Washington, D.C. 20500.  

10. Respondent Patricia Hyde is named in her official capacity as the Acting Field 

Office Director of the Boston Field Office for Immigration and Customs Enforcement (“ICE”) 

within the United States Department of Homeland Security. In this capacity, she is responsible for 

the administration of immigration laws and the execution of detention and removal determinations 

and is a custodian of Petitioner. At all times relevant hereto, Respondent Hyde’s address is Boston 

ICE Enforcement and Removal Operations Field Office, 1000 District Avenue, 

Burlington, MA 01803.  

11. Respondent the Director of the Vermont Sub-Office of ICE Enforcement and 

Removal Operations, whose name is currently unknown to the undersigned, is named in his or her 

official capacity as the Director of the Vermont Sub-Office of the Boston Field Office for 
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Immigration and Customs Enforcement (“ICE”) within the United States Department of Homeland 

Security. In this capacity, she is responsible for the administration of immigration laws and the 

execution of detention and removal determinations and is a custodian of Petitioner.  At all relevant 

times, the Director’s address is 64 Gricebrook Road, St. Albans, VT 05478. 

12. Respondent Todd M. Lyons is named in his official capacity as the Acting Director 

of ICE. He administers and enforces the immigration laws of the United States, routinely conducts 

business in the District of Vermont, is legally responsible for pursuing efforts to remove the 

Petitioner, and as such is the custodian of the Petitioner. At all times relevant hereto, Respondent 

Lyons’s address is ICE, Office of the Principal Legal Advisor, 500 12th St. SW, Mail Stop 5900, 

Washington DC 20536-5900.  

13. Respondent Kristi Noem is named in her official capacity as the Secretary of 

Homeland Security in the United States Department of Homeland Security. In this capacity, she is 

responsible for the administration of immigration laws pursuant to Section 103(a) of the INA, 8 

U.S.C. § 1103(a) (2007); routinely transacts business in the District of Vermont; is legally 

responsible for pursuing any effort to detain and remove the Petitioner; and as such is a custodian 

of the Petitioner. At all times relevant hereto, Respondent Noem’s address is U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, Office of the General Counsel, 2707 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave. SE, 

Washington, DC 20528-0485.  

14. Respondent Pamela Bondi is named in her official capacity as the Attorney General 

of the United States. She routinely transacts business in the District of Vermont in this capacity; is 

responsible for the administration of the immigration laws pursuant to Section 103(a) of the INA, 

8 U.S.C. § 1103(g) (2007); and as such is a custodian of the Petitioner. At all times relevant hereto, 
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Respondent Bondi’s address is U.S. Department of Justice, 950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, 

Washington, DC 20530- 0001. 

JURISDICTION & VENUE 

15. The Court has subject matter jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1331, 28 U.S.C. 

§ 2241, Article I, §9, cl. 2 (the Suspension Clause) and Article III of the U.S. Constitution, the 

Administrative Procedure Act, 5 U.S.C. § 701 et seq.; and 28 U.S.C. § 2201 (Declaratory 

Judgement).  

16. An actual and justiciable controversy exists between the parties under 28 U.S.C. § 

2201 and this Court has authority to grant declaratory and injunctive relief. Id. § 2201, 22023. The 

Court has additional remedial authority under the All Writs Act, 28 U.S.C. § 1651. 

17. Venue is proper in the District of Vermont under 28 U.S.C. § 2241 and 28 U.S.C. § 

1391. At the time this proceeding was initiated, Mr. Mahdawi was detained at 463 Mountain View 

Drive, Colchester, VT 05446. The petitioner has been and is presently being detained at the 

direction of Respondent Hyde and/or the Vermont sub-office Director, and a substantial part of the 

events giving rise to this petition occurred within this district.  

FACTS 

Background on Mr. Mahdawi  
 

18. Mr. Mahdawi is Palestinian. He is also a lawful permanent resident of the United 

States, and has been for the last ten years.   

19. Mr. Mahdawi was born in a refugee camp in the West Bank.  In 2015, he became a 

lawful permanent resident of the United States.  

20. In 2018, Mr. Mahdawi enrolled in Lehigh University in Pennsylvania, where he 

studied computer science for two years before transferring into Columbia University in 2021 to 

study philosophy. Mr. Mahdawi completed his program at Columbia in 2024 and has an expected 
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graduation date of May 2025. Mr. Mahdawi plans to begin a Master’s of International Affairs in 

fall of 2025 at the Columbia School of International and Public Affairs.  

Mr. Mahdawi’s Speech on Matters of Public Concern 

21. After growing up in a refugee camp,  Mr. Mahdawi felt compelled to advocate for 

Palestinian human rights upon moving to the United States.  

22. Mr. Mahdawi is also a committed Buddhist and believes in non-violence and 

empathy as a central tenet of his religion. In fall of 2021, he became the president of the Columbia 

University Buddhist Association and led it for two years.  

23. In fall of 2023, Mr. Mahdawi co-founded the Palestinian Student Union (“Dar”) at 

Columbia University which “serves to engage with and celebrate Palestinian culture, history, and 

identity.” Mr. Mahdawi co-founded this organization with Mahmoud Khalil, a Palestinian lawful 

permanent resident who was also recently detained by ICE for his expressive conduct related to 

Palestine.  

24. Before October of 2023, Mr. Mahdawi had advocated for a peaceful resolution 

between Israelis and Palestinians in different forms such as public speeches, community 

engagement, and storytelling initiatives. Following October of 2023, Mr. Mahdawi attended 

protests opposing military escalations in the region and advocating for Palestinian human rights 

and a peaceful political solution. Mr. Mahdawi gave speeches at several of these protests. In his 

speeches, Mr. Mahdawi advocated for Palestinian human rights, a permanent ceasefire, and a 

peaceful resolution that affirmed the human dignity of all. 

25. During one protest, Mr. Mahdawi vocally denounced an unaffiliated passerby who 

made an antisemitic comment, chanting “shame on him”. Mr. Mahdawi stated that “we are against 
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antisemitism because antisemitism is a form of injustice, and injustice anywhere is a threat to 

justice everywhere.” The confrontation was documented by the Columbia Spectator.1  

26. Mr. Mahdawi appeared in numerous televised interviews and print news articles 

regarding the military campaign in Gaza and related protests. In December of 2023, Mr. Mahdawi 

appeared on 60 Minutes where he shared that, as a child, he watched an Israeli soldier shoot and 

kill his best friend in the West Bank.  

27. Throughout his time as a student and a leader of Dar and the Columbia University 

Buddhist Association, Mr. Mahdawi was always willing to engage in dialogue with people whose 

views and beliefs differed from his own. Mr. Mahdawi believed, and continues to believe, that 

more speech is the solution to disagreement, rather than less, and that empathy and understanding 

through communication are a way to resolve conflicts peacefully.  

28. By the end of 2023, student speech and protests relating to the military campaign 

in Gaza had pushed Columbia into the national spotlight. And Mr. Mahdawi became a prime target 

for groups and individuals who wanted to suppress this flurry of activism.   

29. Mr. Mahdawi’s speech regarding Israel’s military campaign in Gaza, human rights, 

international law, obligations arising from international law, and related matters is speech protected 

by the First Amendment. Indeed, this political speech lies at the core of the First Amendment.  

30. Mr. Mahdawi’s family still resides in a refugee camp in the West Bank. Israeli 

authorities have repeatedly harassed, detained, and tortured Mr. Mahdawi’s family because of his 

advocacy for Palestinians in the United States.  

                                                 
1https://www.columbiaspectator.com/news/2023/11/10/hundreds-of-pro-palestinian-students-
walk-out-as-part-of-national-call-to-action-gather-for-peaceful-protest-art-installation  
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31. Mr. Mahdawi is fearful that, if he loses his lawful permanent resident status and he 

is removed to the West Bank, he will experience the same harassment, detention, and torture that 

his family has experienced, and would be in even more danger in light of the campaigns that have 

targeted and spread lies about him.   

The Federal Government’s Suppression of Constitutionally Protected Speech: The Palestine 
Exception 
 

32. In a closed-door meeting with donors during his re-election campaign, President 

Trump explicitly stated his intent to deport students who protested the military campaign in Gaza. 

Speaking in reference to Palestine-related protests, President Trump told donors: “Any student that 

protests, I throw them out of the country. You know, there are a lot of foreign students. As soon as 

they hear that, they’re going to have to behave.”2  

33. As a candidate, President Trump additionally pledged to “terminate the visas of all 

those Hamas sympathizers, and we’ll get them off our college campuses, out of our cities, and get 

them the hell out of our country.”3  

34. In fall of 2023, then-Senator Marco Rubio repeated these sentiments, stating on 

social media that “people marching at universities” were “supporters of Hamas” and that the U.S. 

should “cancel the visa of every foreign national out there supporting Hamas and get them out of 

America.”4 

35. In January of 2025, after assuming office, President Trump signed two executive 

orders intended to fulfill his campaign promises of deporting protestors, Executive Order 14161, 

“Protecting the United States from Foreign Terrorists and other National Security and Public 

                                                 
2 https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/05/27/trump-israel-gaza-policy-donors/. 
3https://www.reuters.com/world/us/trump-administration-cancel-student-visas-all-hamas-
sympathizers-white-house-2025-01-29/ .   
4 https://x.com/marcorubio/status/1713652113098539120.   
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Safety Threats,” signed on January 20, 2025, and Executive Order 14188, titled “Additional 

Measures to Combat Anti-Semitism,” signed on January 29, 2025.  

36. Executive Order 14161 states that its purpose is to “protect [United States] citizens” 

from aliens who “espouse hateful ideology” and “bear hostile attitudes towards [United States] 

citizens, culture, government, institutions, or founding principles.” The order does not define 

“hostile attitudes,” leaving the term open to encompass any form of political dissent or criticism 

of government policies.  

37. Executive Order 14188 and its accompanying fact sheet states the government’s 

intent to target post-October 7, 2023 campus antisemitism, particularly on “leftist, anti-American 

colleges and universities.” The order’s definition of antisemitism encompasses constitutionally 

protected criticism of the Israeli government and its policies. The fact sheet frames the order as a 

promise to “deport Hamas sympathizers and revoke student visas,” in order to send a message to 

all “resident aliens who participated in pro-jihadist protests” that the federal government “will find 

you…and deport you.”  

38. Following the passage of these executive orders, prominent groups opposing 

Palestinian rights began publicly sharing the names of outspoken individuals whom they believed 

were non-citizens and wanted the government to deport. These groups explicitly singled out these 

individuals for their Palestine advocacy. Upon information and belief, these groups submitted these 

names to ICE’s tip line.  

39. Betar USA—a group revived in 2024 which describes itself as “loud, proud, 

aggressive, and unapologetically Zionist”5—has publicly stated that it had “already submitted 

                                                 
5 https://betarus.org/  
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names of hundreds of terror supporters to the Trump administration.”6 On its website, Betar 

advocates for “military preparedness” in supporting Israel and “demands that its members 

understand force and weapons.”7 

40. Betar USA’s first target was lawful permanent resident Mahmoud Khalil. On 

January 29, 2025, the organization posted on social media that ICE is “aware of his home address 

and whereabouts” and confirmed that they “have provided his information to multiple contacts.”8  

41. The following day, on January 30, 2025, Betar posted on X that “visa holder 

Mohsen Mahdawi is on our deport list.”9  

42. On March 8, Mahmoud Khalil was returning from a Ramadan dinner when he was 

detained by DHS agents. Although the agents initially stated that they were revoking Mr. Khalil’s 

“visa,” upon learning that Mr. Khalil was a green-card holder, they stated that they would be 

revoking that too.10  

43. Following Mr. Khalil’s arrest, President Trump issued a statement on Truth Social 

touting Mr. Khalil’s arrest as a blueprint for future government actions. President Trump warned 

that Mr. Khalil’s arrest was “the first of many to come,” and stated that his administration would 

not tolerate “students at Columbia and other universities across the country who have engaged in 

                                                 
6 Nicholas Liu, A pro-Israel group says it gave the Trump administration a list of students to deport, 
Salon.com (Jan. 31, 2025), available at https://www.salon.com/2025/01/31/pledged-to-deport-
pro-palestine--and-a-pro-israel-group-has-already-made-a-list/.   
7 https://betarus.org/about/oath/. 
8 https://x.com/Betar_USA/status/1884796686020550930 
9 https://x.com/Betar_USA/status/1885077865684754439 
10 Amended Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus, Case 1:25-cv-01935, Dkt. 38 at 2-3 (March 13, 
2025). 
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pro-terrorist, anti-Semitic, anti-American activity.” 11 The President promised to “find, apprehend, 

and deport these terrorist sympathizers from our country.”12  

44. On social media site X, Secretary of State Marco Rubio wrote that the Trump 

administration “will be revoking the visas and/or green cards of Hamas supporters in America so 

they can be deported.” 13 

45. Following these statements, the Department of Homeland Security confirmed that 

Mr. Khalil’s arrest by ICE was carried out “in support of President Trump’s executive order’s 

prohibiting anti-semitism, and in coordination with the Department of State.”14 

46. The federal government based its detention of Mr. Khalil on the Secretary of State’s 

claim that he posed a “threat to the foreign policy and national security interests of the United 

States.”15 In his Notice to Appear (“NTA”), the government cited Section 237(a)(3)(C)(i) of the 

Immigration and Nationality Act, stating that “the Secretary of State has reasonable ground to 

believe that [Mr. Khalil’s] presence or activities in the United States would have potentially serious 

adverse foreign policy consequences for the United States.” 16 

47. In a statement to the Free Press on March 10, a White House Official stated that the 

federal government would use its basis for targeting Mr. Khalil as a “blueprint” for investigations 

against other students.17 

                                                 
11 https://truthsocial.com/@realDonaldTrump/posts/114139222625284782 
12 https://truthsocial.com/@realDonaldTrump/posts/114139222625284782 
13 https://truthsocial.com/@realDonaldTrump/posts/114139222625284782 
14 https://x.com/DHSgov/status/1898908955675357314 
15 https://www.thefp.com/p/the-ice-detention-of-a-columbia-student 
16 Amended Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus, Case 1:25-cv-01935, Dkt. 38 at 2-3 (March 13, 
2025). 
17 https://www.thefp.com/p/the-ice-detention-of-a-columbia-student 
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48. In a press conference on March 12, 2025, Secretary of State Rubio stated, “if you 

tell us that you are in favor of a group like this [Hamas], and if you tell us . . . I intend to come to 

your country as a student, and rile up all kind of anti-Jewish, anti-semitic activities, and “if you 

end up having a green card . . . we’re going to kick you out.”18  

49. Following the arrest of Mr. Khalil, Betar revived its public calls for the deportation 

of Mr. Mahdawi. On March 14, 2025, Betar posted on social media platform X that “Mohsen 

Mahdawi is next and also on the deport list.”19 A week later, on March 20, 2025, Betar again 

posted, “Mohsen Mahdawi is next and also on the deport list.”20 

Mohsen’s Detention by DHS as Implementation of the Policy to Arrest Protestors  

50. On April 14, 2025, Mr. Mahdawi was attending a naturalization interview at 463 

Mountain View Drive, Colchester, VT  05446 when he was arrested and detained by DHS officers.  

51. Public statements up by government officials, including statements by the President 

and Secretary of State, establish that Respondents have detained Mr. Mahdawi to punish and 

silence him because of his constitutionally protected speech, beliefs, statements, or associations.  

52. Under the Immigration and Nationality Act, the Secretary of State is prohibited 

from excluding or conditioning entry to noncitizens based on “past, current, or expected beliefs, 

statements, or associations, if such beliefs, statements, or associations would be lawful within the 

United States,” unless the Secretary personally certifies to Congress that admitting the individual 

would compromise a compelling U.S. foreign policy interest. Section 212(a)(3)(C)(iii) of the INA, 

8 U.S.C. § 1182(a)(3)(C)(iii).  

                                                 
18 http://state.gov/secretary-of-state-marco-rubio-remarks-to-press/   
19 https://x.com/Betar_USA/status/1900611049637724488 
20 https://x.com/Betar_USA/status/1900611049637724488 
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53. Upon information and belief, Secretary Rubio has not provided any such 

certifications to the chairs of the House Foreign Affairs, Senate Foreign Relations, and House and 

Senate Judiciary Committees, as required by 8 U.S.C. § 1182(a)(3)(C)(iv).  

54. Notwithstanding such a determination, legislative history demonstrates that 

Congress intended to prevent the Executive from excluding noncitizens based on their 

constitutionally protected speech and beliefs. The Moynihan Amendment, passed in 1987, was 

intended “to take away the executive branch’s authority to deny visas to foreigners solely because 

of the foreigner’s political beliefs or because of his anticipated speech in the United States” and to 

affirm “the principles of the First Amendment.” (S. Rep. No. 100–75 at 11, 100th Cong., 1st Sess. 

(1987), reprinted in 133 Cong. Rec. S2326 (1987)).  

55. Congress also asserted that such exclusions should not be based solely on “the 

possible content of an alien’s speech in this country,” that the Secretary should issue such 

determinations “sparingly and not merely because there is a likelihood that an alien will make 

critical remarks about the United States or its policies,” and that the “compelling foreign policy 

interest” standard should be applied strictly. (H.R. Conf. Rep. No. 101-955, 101st Cong., 2nd Sess. 

(1990), reprinted in 1990 U.S.C.C.A.N. 6784, 6794).  The legislative history provided, as an example, 

the entry of the Shah of Iran into the United States, which could imminently have resulted in harm to 

U.S. persons or property abroad. Id. at 6793. 

56. Such determinations have been rarely issued since the enactment of the provision. 

Where the Secretary of State has invoked the foreign policy ground, it has concerned a high-

ranking government official or individual facing high-profile prosecutions in his country of origin.  

57. At least until these recent arrests, on information and belief, section 237(a)(4)(C) 

of the INA has never been invoked based purely on lawful beliefs, statements, or associations, that 

have taken place within the United States. This may be because it is a grammatically awkward at 
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best to apply the provisions of INA § 212(a)(3)(C), 8 U.S.C. § 1182(a)(3)(C), incorporated by 

reference into INA § 237(a)(4)(C), 8 U.S.C. § 1227(a)(4)(C), to beliefs, statements, or associations 

which are or were lawful in the United States, and to say of such activities, in what appears to be 

counterfactual language, that they “would be lawful within the United States,” 8 U.S.C. 

§ 1182(a)(3)(C)(iii).  Moreover, given the choice between an interpretation of the statute that 

would remove such lawful beliefs, statements, and activities that take place within the United 

States from the protection of the exemption at 8 U.S.C. §1182(a)(3)(C)(iii), and an interpretation 

that would prevent such lawful beliefs, statements, or activities that take place within the United 

States from being used a basis for a finding of inadmissibility or deportability under 8 U.S.C. 

§ 1182(a)(3)(C) and 8 U.S.C. § 1227(a)(4)(C), the doctrine of constitutional doubt counsels in 

favor of the latter interpretation. 

CLAIMS FOR RELIEF  

 
FIRST CLAIM 

Violation of the First Amendment to the United States Constitution 

58. Petitioner realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

preceding paragraphs as if fully set forth herein.  

59. The First Amendment to the United States Constitution provides that “Congress 

shall make no law  . . . abridging the freedom of speech . . . or the right of the people . . . to petition 

the Government for a redress of grievances.” U.S. Const. Amend. I.  

60. The First Amendment protects speech by noncitizens resident in the United States.  

61. The First Amendment also protects past, present, and future speech.  

62. The government’s Policy of detaining noncitizens on the basis of their protected 

speech, and the targeting, arrest, and detention of Mr. Mahdawi, violate the First Amendment.  
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63. The government targeted Mr. Mahdawi on the basis of his past protected speech.  

64. The government’s targeting and detention of Mr. Mahdawi prevents him from 

continuing to exercise his constitutional right to speech.  

65. The government’s targeting and detention of Mr. Mahdawi chills both his speech 

and the speech of other individuals who would like to express similar views.  

66. The government’s targeting and detention of Mr. Mahdawi may prevent his future 

speech in the United States in the event that he is indeed removed from the country.  

67. The government’s targeting and detention of Mr. Mahdawi deprives audiences of 

his present and future speech on matters of public concern. 

68. These consequences are not incidental to some legitimate government objective. 

As the government has made clear, these consequences (chilling and preventing speech 

sympathetic to Palestine) is the ultimate objective of the government’s actions.  

SECOND CLAIM 

Violation of the Due Process Clause of the Fifth Amendment to the United States 
Constitution 

69. Petitioner realleges and incorporates by reference the foregoing paragraphs as if 

fully set forth herein.  

70. The Due Process Clause of the United States Constitution applies to “all persons 

within the United States, including aliens, whether their presence is lawful, unlawful, temporary, 

or permanent.” Zadvydas v. Davis, 533 U.S. 678, 679 (2001). 

71. Immigration detention must further the twin goals of ensuring a noncitizen’s 

appearance during removal proceedings and preventing danger to the community.  

72. In light of these goals, Mr. Mahdawi’s detention is wholly unjustified. Indeed, it 

bears no reasonable relation to any legitimate government purpose.  
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73. Mr. Mahdawi is not a flight risk. He plans to begin a master’s program at Columbia 

in the coming fall. He has lived in the United States for the past eleven years, and his life, 

community, and work all are in the United States. 

74. Mr. Mahdawi is not a danger to the community. He has no criminal record, and 

there is no other legitimate reason to regard him as a danger to the community.  

75. Because Mr. Mahdawi’s detention bears no reasonable relation to a legitimate 

government purpose, it is punitive.  

76. The sole basis for Mr. Mahdawi’s detention is to punish him for his speech and to 

chill similar speech.  

77. Additionally, the Policy and Rubio Determination against Mr. Mahdawi are 

unconstitutionally vague. 

THIRD CLAIM 

Violation of the Administrative Procedure Act and the Accardi Doctrine 
 

78.  Petitioner realleges and incorporates by reference the foregoing paragraphs as if 

fully set forth herein.  

79. The government has adopted a Policy of targeting noncitizens for removal on the 

basis of First Amendment protected speech which advocates for Palestinian rights.  

80. This policy is arbitrary, capricious, an abuse of discretion, contrary to constitutional 

right, contrary to law, and in excess of statutory jurisdiction, 5 U.S.C. § 706 (2)(A), (B), (C), and 

violates the Accardi doctrine and federal agencies’ own rules, see Accardi v. Shaughnessy, 347 

U.S. 260 (1954).  

81. Additionally, the Secretary of State’s determination is arbitrary and capricious, an 

abuse of discretion, contrary to constitutional right, contrary to law, and in excess of statutory 

jurisdiction. 5 U.S.C. § 706 (2)(A), (B), (C). 
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FOURTH CLAIM 

Violation of the Non-Delegation Doctrine 

82. Petitioner realleges and incorporates by reference the foregoing paragraphs as if 

fully set forth herein. 

83. Congress has not provided the Executive Branch with intelligible principles from 

which the Executive Branch can implement 8 U.S.C. § 1227(a)(3)(C)(4)(i)-(ii) or 8 U.S.C. 

§ 1182(a)(3)(C)(i) and (iii), except and to the extent that those statutes are interpreted to 

categorically exclude from consideration beliefs, statements, and associations that occur within the 

United States and that are lawful within the United States.  

84. Congress has delegated discretionary authority that is, at least if the statute is 

interpreted as the government apparently proposes to interpret it, standardless and unreviewable. 

85. Congress has failed to provide standards or procedures to allow for judicial review 

of an agency’s discretionary deprivation of a noncitizen’s liberty.  

FIFTH CLAIM 

Release on Bail Pending Adjudication 

86. Petitioner realleges and incorporates by reference the foregoing paragraphs as if 

fully set forth herein.  

87. This Court has the “inherent authority” to grant bail to habeas petitioners like Mr. 

Mahdawi. See Mapp v. Reno, 241 F.3d 221, 230 (2d Cir. 2001). 

88. When considering such a petition, courts assess (1) “whether the petition raises 

substantial claims” and (2) “whether extraordinary circumstances exist that make the grant of bail 

necessary to make the remedy effective.” Elkimya v. Dep’t of Homeland Sec., 484 F.3d 151, 154 

(2d Cir. 2007) (cleaned up).  
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89. As long as Mr. Mahdawi is in detention, he will be unable to speak freely, ratifying 

the ultimate constitutional violation that the government sought to achieve with his detention.  

90. As long as Mr. Mahdawi is in detention, he will be punished for his disfavored 

speech, ratifying another constitutional violation that the government sought to achieve with his 

detention 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Petitioner respectfully requests that this Court:  

1) Assume jurisdiction over this matter;  
2) Vacate and set aside Respondents’ unlawful Policy of targeting noncitizens for 

removal based on First Amendment protected speech advocating for Palestinian 
rights;  

3) Vacate and set aside the Rubio Determination;  
4) Enjoin Respondents from transferring the Petitioner from the jurisdiction of this 

District pending these proceedings;  
5) Order the immediate release of Petitioner pending these proceedings;  
6) Order the release of Petitioner;  
7) Declare that Respondents’ actions to arrest and detain Petitioner violate the First 

Amendment and the Due Process Clause of the Fifth Amendment, as well as the 
Administrative Procedure Act and the non-delegation doctrine;  

8) Award reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs for this action; and  
9) Grant such further relief as the Court deems just and proper.  

 
Dated: April 14, 2025 
 
 Barre, Vermont 

 
 
 

 /s/ Andrew Delaney________________ 
Andrew Delaney 
andrew@mdrvt.com 
MDR Law Group 
100 North Main Street 
Barre, Vermont 05641 
P: 802-479-0568 
 

  
       Luna Droubi* 

Beldock Levine & Hoffman, LLP 
99 Park Avenue, PH/26th Floor 
New York, New York 10016 
P: (212) 277-5820 
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F: (212) 277-5880 
 
Cyrus D. Mehta*  
David A. Isaacson**  
Cyrus D. Mehta & Partners PLLC  
One Battery Park Plaza, 9th Floor 
New York, New York 10004 
P: 212-425-0555 
F: 212-425-3282 
 
Attorneys for Petitioner 
 
*Motion for admission pro hac vice 
forthcoming 
**Motion for admission pro hac vice 
forthcoming, and general admission 
under LR 83.1(a) scheduled for April 21, 
2025 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF VERMONT 

 

MOHSEN MAHDAWI, 
 

Petitioner, 
 

-against- 
 

DONALD J. TRUMP, IN HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES; PATRICIA HYDE, IN 
HER OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS ACTING BOSTON FIELD 
OFFICE DIRECTOR, IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS 
ENFORCEMENT, ENFORCEMENT AND REMOVAL 
OPERATIONS; VERMONT SUB-OFFICE DIRECTOR OF 
IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT, 
ENFORCEMENT AND REMOVAL OPERATIONS; TODD M. 
LYONS, IN HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS ACTING 
DIRECTOR, U.S. IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS 
ENFORCEMENT; KRISTI NOEM, IN HER OFFICIAL 
CAPACITY AS SECRETARY OF THE UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY; MARCO 
RUBIO, IN HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS SECRETARY OF 
STATE; AND PAMELA BONDI, IN HER OFFICIAL 
CAPACITY AS U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL, 

 
Respondents. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Case No. 2:25-cv-00389 

 
 
 

 

ORDER 

In order to preserve this Court’s jurisdiction, and pursuant to the All Writs Act, 28 U.S.C. 
 
§ 1651, it is ordered that the Petitioner, Mohsen Madawi, not be removed from the United States 

or moved out of the territory of the District of Vermont pending further order of this Court. 

 DATED at Burlington, in the District of Vermont, this 14th day of April, 2025. 

 
 

           /s/ Hon. William K. Sessions III 
Hon. William K. Sessions III 
U.S. District Judge 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  
FOR THE DISTRICT OF VERMONT 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Case No. 2:25-cv-00389 
 

MEMORANDUM OF LAW IN 
SUPPORT OF MOTION FOR 
RELEASE UNDER MAPP v. 
RENO 
 
ORAL ARGUMENT 
REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MOTION FOR RELEASE UNDER MAPP v. RENO 
 
 Petitioner Mohsen Mahdawi respectfully moves for immediate release pursuant to this 

Court’s inherent authority, detailed in the accompanying memorandum and exhibits. Mr. 

Mahdawi—a lawful permanent resident—has been imprisoned solely for engaging in protected 

speech. His continued detention is unconstitutional, inflicts irreparable harm, and chills free 

expression; prompt release is necessary to ensure meaningful habeas review and uphold core 

constitutional rights.  

  

 MOHSEN MAHDAWI,  

   Petitioner, 

                               v. 

DONALD J. TRUMP, in his official capacity as 
President of the United States; PATRICIA HYDE, 
in her official capacity as Acting Boston Field 
Office Director; Vermont Sub-Office Director of 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement; TODD 
M. LYONS, in his official capacity as Acting 
Director for U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement; KRISTI NOEM, in her official 
capacity as Secretary of the United States 
Department of Homeland Security; MARCO 
RUBIO, in his official capacity as Secretary of 
State; and PAMELA BONDI, in her official 
capacity as Attorney General of the United States,  

 
   Respondents. 
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1  

INTRODUCTION 

 
On April 14, 2025, Petitioner Mohsen Mahdawi—a lawful permanent resident for 10 years—

was forcefully detained by masked agents after his naturalization interview solely on the basis of his 

speech. Evidence provided by the government establishes that his incarceration is based on nothing 

else. The Supreme Court has held that “[o]fficial reprisal for protected speech ‘offends the 

Constitution [because] it threatens to inhibit exercise of the protected right.’” Hartman v. Moore, 547 

U.S. 250, 256 (2006) (citing Crawford-El v. Britton, 523 U.S. 574, 588 n. 10 (1988)). Mr. Mahdawi 

has been imprisoned for one week as a result of his speech, and the government’s retaliatory conduct 

has led to a chill in the speech of others.  

This Court has the power, pursuant to its inherent authority, to release Mr. Mahdawi 

pending the adjudication of his habeas petition. Mapp v. Reno, 241 F.3d 221 (2d Cir. 2001). The 

authority to release a habeas petitioner pendente lite ensures that the writ of habeas corpus remains 

an effective remedy under extraordinary circumstances. Id. at 230. And extraordinary 

circumstances have defined every aspect of Mr. Mahdawi’s case—from his apprehension  after 

his naturalization interview, to his detention for his constitutionally- protected speech. Moreover, 

Mr. Mahdawi is not a flight risk or danger to the community—rather, Mr. Mahdawi has deep 

community ties, a long history of being actively invested in the peace process, and nearly 80 

individuals who can attest to his character. (Droubi Decl. Exs. 1-A–1-CA.) This Court should 

grant Mr. Mahdawi’s immediate release.  

FACTS 
 

I. ICE detained Mr. Mahdawi in retaliation for his speech advocating for Palestinian 
human rights  

 Mr. Mahdawi was born and raised in Al-Fara’a refugee camp in the West Bank. (Mahdawi 

Decl. ¶4). There, he witnessed the deaths of friends, relatives, and community members due to Israeli 
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military violence.  (Id. ¶ 4). At age 15, he was shot in the left leg by an Israeli soldier.  (Id. ¶ 4.) He 

immigrated to the U.S. and transferred to Columbia University in 2021. (Id. ¶7.) Throughout his time 

at Columbia University, Mr. Mahdawi exercised his advocacy in different forms: public speeches, 

community engagement with people who held differing beliefs, and storytelling initiatives. 

(Mahdawi Del. ¶ 15; Droubi Decl. Exs. 1-A–1-CA.) Following Israel’s military campaign in Gaza, 

which began in fall of 2023, Mr. Mahdawi felt compelled to speak up in support of the Palestinian 

people, in opposition to all forms of violence and war. (Mahdawi Decl. ¶¶ 4, 15.) Mr. Mahdawi 

attended protests opposing Israel’s military campaign in Gaza and supporting Palestinian human 

rights. Id. He gave speeches at several of these protests. Id. In these speeches, Mr. Mahdawi 

advocated for respect for international law, a permanent ceasefire, and a peaceful resolution that 

affirmed the human dignity of all. Id. In February of 2024, Mr. Mahdawi applied for U.S. citizenship. 

(Mahdawi Decl. ¶ 6.) 

 Following the election of President Trump in November of 2024, individuals and groups that 

opposed human rights for Palestinians began to publicly demand that ICE detain Mr. Mahdawi for 

his speech on Palestinian rights and his involvement in advocacy efforts at Columbia. (See, e.g., 

Petition ¶¶ 41, 49.) Many of these same groups targeted Mahmoud Khalil, another Palestinian lawful 

permanent resident, in the months leading up to Mr. Khalil’s arrest and detainment by ICE. Id. at 40. 

Mr. Mahdawi was fearful of what appeared to be the Trump Administration’s willingness to target 

and detain individuals on the basis of their speech. On January 30, 2025, one group posted on X that 

“Mohsen Mahdawi is on our deport list.”  In the weeks between Mr. Khalil’s arrest and his own, Mr. 

Mahdawi stayed inside and said little publicly. (Mahdawi Decl. ¶ 21.) In a press conference on March 

12, 2025, Secretary of State Rubio stated, “if you tell us that you are in favor of a group like this 

[Hamas], and if you tell us . . . I intend to come to your country as a student, and rile up all kind of 

anti-Jewish, anti-semitic activities, and “if you end up having a green card . . . we’re going to kick 

2:25-cv-00389-gwc     Document 19     Filed 04/22/25     Page 6 of 28

JA 27

 Case: 25-1113, 07/14/2025, DktEntry: 105.1, Page 30 of 256



 

3  

you out.”  Mr. Mahadawi  understood these comments to be a statement of intent by the 

Administration to target people speaking out for Palestinian rights (Mahdawi Decl. ¶¶ 21.)  Two days 

later, the same group posted that Mr. Mahdawi was “next and also on the deport list.”  He felt 

physically unsafe walking around New York. His speech had been effectively chilled and his 

physical safety compromised. (Mahdawi Decl. ¶ 21.) 

 On March 27, 2025 Mr. Mahdawi was notified by the United States Citizenship and 

Immigration Services (“USCIS”) that his naturalization interview had been scheduled for April 14, 

2025 in Colchester, Vermont. (Mahdawi Decl. ¶ 22.) This interview marked the final stage in Mr. 

Mahdawi’s naturalization process, after ten years of living in the United States as a lawful permanent 

resident. (Mahdawi Decl. ¶ 23.) During those ten years, Mr. Mahdawi always complied with the 

conditions of his status. (Mahdawi Decl. ¶ 24.) This instance was no different. Id. Though he was 

concerned it might be a trap, Mr. Mahdawi appeared promptly in Vermont to complete his 

naturalization interview. (Id.  ¶¶ 24-25.) 

 On April 14, 2025, Mr. Mahdawi attended the interview. (Id. ¶ 25.) He raised his right hand, 

answered all the questions that were asked of him truthfully, and signed a document that he was 

willing to “defend the Constitution and laws of the United States of America against all enemies, 

foreign, and domestic.” (Mahdawi Decl. ¶¶ 27, 29.) 

 It was a trap.  At approximately 12:00 P.M., the USCIS official informed Mr. Mahdawi that 

he needed to “check” on some information and would be right back. ICE agents, masked and visibly 

armed, entered the interview room and shackled Mr. Mahdawi. (Mahdawi Decl. ¶¶ 30-33.) He was 

separated from his immigration attorney, placed into a car, and the government immediately initiated 

the process of transferring him across state lines, over a thousand miles away, to Louisiana. (Id. ¶¶ 

34-38.) Despite the government’s attempts at a rapid transfer, at approximately 3:11 P.M., the 

Honorable Judge William K. Sessions III granted an Emergency Motion for a Temporary Restraining 
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Order enjoining the transfer or removal of Mr. Mahdawi from the District of Vermont or from the 

United States. See ECF No. 6. At approximately 5:57 P.M., the automated case information system 

for the Executive Office for Immigration Review still listed the venue of Mr. Mahdawi’s Master 

Calendar Hearing to be in Louisiana under Judge Sherron Ashworth. (Droubi Decl. Ex. 1-CC.) 

 At the time of this motion, Mr. Mahdawi is being detained in the Northwest State Correctional 

Facility in St. Albans, Vermont, although the venue of his immigration proceeding is still listed as 

Louisiana in the Executive Office for Immigration Review Case Portal, which shows Mr. Mahdawi’s 

next hearing date as being in Louisiana on May 1, 2025. (Isaacson Decl., Ex. 1.) The Notice to 

Appear served on Mr. Mahdawi by DHS charges that he is removable from the United States under 

section 237(a)(4)(C) of the Immigration and Nationality Act, 8 U.S.C. § 1227(a)(4)(C), because, it 

alleges, “The Secretary of State has determined that your presence and activities in the United States 

would have serious adverse foreign policy consequences and would compromise a compelling U.S. 

foreign policy interest.” (Mahdawi Decl., Ex. 1., ¶¶ 1, 4.)  

 The phrase “compelling U.S. foreign policy interest” comes from a related provision, 8 

U.S.C. § 1882(a)(3)(C)(iii), which requires the Secretary of State to make such a “determination” 

when Mr. Mahdawi’s “beliefs, statements, or associations” would otherwise be “lawful within the 

United States.” 8 U.S.C. § 1182(a)(3)(C)(iii), cited in 8 U.S.C. § 1227(a)(4)(C)(ii). Form I-213, 

which DHS attached to the version of the Notice to Appear filed in the proceedings, confirms this 

“determination,” stating in relevant part that “[t]he determinations [made by the Secretary of State] 

are based on information provided by DHS/ICE/HSI that MAHDAWI, through his leadership and 

involvement in disruptive protests at Columbia University, has engaged in anti-Semitic conduct 

through leading pro-Palestinian protests and calling for Israel's destruction.” (Isaacson Decl., Ex. 2, 

at 9; Form I-213 at 2.) Notwithstanding the falsehoods in these baseless allegations, these documents 

(1) constitute the only evidence presented by the government for his detainment, and (2) make clear 
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that the basis for Mr. Mahdawi’s detention is his “lawful” speech and associations. 

  We ask this Court to suspend this unlawful retaliation and slow the grave threat to free speech 

posed by his continued detainment by releasing Mr. Mahdawi on bail.  

II. Mr. Mahdawi’s arrest and detention are part of a policy intended to silence and chill 
the speech of those who advocate for Palestinian human rights.  

 
 Mr. Mahdawi’s arrest, transport, and detention are part of an effort by the Trump 

Administration to silence and chill speech supportive of the rights of Palestinians and critical of 

Israel’s war in Gaza, especially on university campuses. Opponents of such speech, including 

President Trump, have mischaracterized it as inherently supportive of Hamas or antisemitic. On the 

campaign trail, President Trump promised to “terminate the visas of all those Hamas sympathizers 

and . . . get them the hell out of our country,” and stated that foreign students would “behave” because 

“any student that protests, I throw them out of the country.” (Petition ¶ 32.) 

 In January 2025, President Trump signed two Executive Orders to begin to fulfill his 

campaign promise of freezing speech in support of Palestinians. First, Executive Order 14161 

declares the need to “ensure” that noncitizens in the United States “do not . . . advocate for, aid, or 

support designated foreign terrorists and other threats to our national security.”1 The Second 

Executive Order was published alongside a fact sheet, wherein  White House promised “[i]mmediate 

action” to “investigate and punish anti-Jewish racism in leftist, anti-American colleges and 

universities.”2 The sheet “promises” to noncitizens “who joined in the pro-jihadist protests” that the 

government “will find you, and . . . deport you.”3 The President further promised to “quickly cancel 

 
1 Presidential Actions: Protecting the United States from Foreign Terrorists and Other National Security and Public 
Safety Threats, THE WHITE HOUSE (Jan. 20, 2025), https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/protecting-
the-united-states-from-foreign-terrorists-and-othernational-security-and-public-safety-threats/. 
2 Fact Sheet: President Donald J. Trump Takes Forceful and Unprecedented Steps to Combat Anti-Semitism, THE 
WHITE HOUSE (Jan. 30, 2025), https://www.whitehouse.gov/fact- sheets/2025/01/fact-sheet-president-donald-j-
trump-takes-forceful-and-unprecedented-steps-to-combat-anti-semitism/. 
3 Id.   
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the student visas of all Hamas sympathizers on college campuses, which have been infested with 

radicalism like never before.”4  

In early March 2025, the Trump Administration began targeting students who had spoken in 

support of Palestinians for visa revocation, removal, and arrest and detention. On March 7, DHS 

agents attempted to arrest a Columbia doctoral student Ranjani Srinivasan who had posted on social 

media and signed open letters related to Israel’s war in Gaza. DHS released a statement 

characterizing her as being “involved in activities supporting Hamas.”5 In the ensuing days and 

weeks, ICE arrested Mahmoud Khalil, Rumeysa Öztürk, and Dr. Badar Khan Suri, and promptly 

sent all three to Louisiana detention facilities. The government also sought unsuccessfully to detain 

Yunseo Chung and Momodou Taal. A court temporarily prohibited Ms. Chung’s detention6 and Mr. 

Taal decided to depart the United States after being denied the same protection.7 

By targeting Mr. Mahdawi in this draconian manner, the government has sent a chilling 

message nationwide: lawful permanent residents who exercise their right to free expression risk 

detention and deportation if their views diverge from those of the current administration. 

Mr. Mahdawi was targeted for arrest, detention, transfer, and attempted deportation pursuant 

to the Trump administration’s policy of targeting students for any speech about Palestine. After Mr. 

Mahdawi’s arrest, the New York Times published portions of an unreleased memorandum by 

Secretary of State Marco Rubio (“the Rubio Memorandum”), that states that Mr. Mahdawi had been 

detained because the protests of the type that Mr. Mahdawi has been involved in could allegedly 

 
4 Id. 
5 VIDEO: Columbia University Student Whose Visa Was Revoked for Supporting Hamas and Terrorist Activities Used 
CBP Home App to Self-Deport, DEP’T OF HOMELAND SEC. (Mar. 14, 2025), 
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/03/14/video-columbia-university-student-whose-visa- was-revoked-supporting-
hamas-and. 
6 Patrick Smith and Doha Madani, Judge rules Columbia protester Yunseo Chung can't be detained as she fights 
deportation, March 25, 2025, https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/columbia-protester-yunseo-chung-sues-trump-
administration-prevent-depo-rcna197927.  
7 Gloria Pazmino & Amanda Musa, Cornell student activist chooses to leave US after judge denies bid to immediately 
block deportation (Apr. 2, 2025), https://www.cnn.com/2025/03/31/us/cornell-student-activist-deportation/index.html. 
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undermine the Middle East peace process.8 The Rubio Memorandum also asserted, without 

elaborating, that Mr. Mahdawi had “engaged in threatening rhetoric and intimidation of pro-Israeli 

bystanders,” and that his actions had undermined efforts to protect Jewish students from violence.9 

In fact, the language “threatening rhetoric and intimidation” appears to come directly from a 

statement issued by Columbia University about the student protests, which was later retracted. 

(Droubi Decl. E.. 1-V.)  The government has yet to produce any evidence beyond its ipse dixit for 

these claims, which contradict Mr. Mahdawi’s long and documented commitment to peaceful 

advocacy and to combating antisemitism. Clearly, the Defendants’ claims are a façade to target 

clearly protected speech related to Palestinian human rights.  

III. Mr. Mahdawi is a long-time lawful permanent resident and a beloved member of the 
communities he has lived and studied in.  
 

 Mr. Mahdawi has earned deep respect as a pillar of his Vermont and Columbia University 

communities, a top student, a trusted friend, a dedicated Buddhist, and a committed peacemaker. 

Ninety declarations attest to his character and contributions. (Droubi Decl. Exs. 1-A–1-CA.) He is 

set to graduate from Columbia University in May 2025, just one month after this motion. (Mahdawi 

Decl. ¶7-8.) Following his graduation, Mr. Mahdawi intends to return to Columbia University in the 

fall of 2025 to pursue a Master’s at the School of International and Public Affairs (“SIPA”) to study 

international conflict resolution and peacebuilding. (Mahdawi Decl.  ¶ 10; Droubi Decl. Ex. 1-CB.)  

 While living in Vermont, Mr. Mahdawi frequently invited his neighbors and others over for 

dinner, led outdoor hikes, and helped neighbors dig cars out from the snow. (Droubi Decl. Ex. 1-BX; 

1-CA.) He was a member of the First Unitarian Church or Hartland Services where he sought unity 

and helped bridge political divides. (Droubi Decl. Exs. 1-BF; 1-BY; 1-BW.) In his community in 

 
8 Hamed Aleaziz and Jonah E. Bromwich, U.S. Cites Mideast Peace Process to Justify Move to Deport Student, New 
York Times (April 15, 2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/15/nyregion/rubio-mahdawi-deportation-letter.html. 
9 Id.  
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Vermont, he is known to “espouse[] and practice[] peace and co-existence.” (Droubi Decl. Ex. 1-

BV.)  

 As a student at Columbia University, Mr. Mahdawi served as the President of the Columbia 

Buddhist Association and co-founded the Palestinian Student Union (“Dar”). (Petition ¶ 25.) He 

spent his years at Columbia University working to create dialogues “to spread a call for a non-violent 

sustainable plan, . . . drafted jointly by Palestinians and Israelis.” (Droubi Decl. Ex. 1-N.)  He made 

students, including those in the Jewish and Zionist communities at the University “fe[el] entirely safe 

and respected”. (Droubi Decl. Exs. 1-K; 1-L; 1-T.) He “eased tensions on campus, not increased 

them”, and “striv[ed] for reconciliation and peace”. (Droubi Decl. Exs. 1-K; 1-P; 1-Q.)   

 In fact, University colleagues write, Mr. Mahdawi’s “consideration for the individual 

humanity of others is unwavering” (Droubi Decl. Ex. 1-AF.). He is a “a bridge-builder and a man of 

peace.” (Droubi Decl. Ex. 1-BE.) Numerous professors at Columbia note his focus on “peaceful 

change” (Droubi Decl. Ex. 1-AA.). After taking a Peace Making and Negotiations course at 

Columbia, Mr. Mahdawi worked with an Israeli student and their professor to organize a 4-to-5-day 

seminar retreat in the summer of 2024. (Droubi Decl. Ex. 1-W.) As an academic, Mr. Mahdawi is a 

“sophisticated thinker and theorist who sought to bring the academic tools he was acquiring in the 

classroom to bear on one of the most vexing contemporary political problems of his generation and 

mine: the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.” (Droubi Decl. Ex. 1-V.) 

Mr. Mahdawi “believes that overcoming injustice requires a deep commitment not only to 

non-violence, but to a holistic and transformative movement, rooted in loving kindness, that cares 

for the others’ well-being.” (Droubi Decl. Ex. 1-BI.) “Mohsen’s respect for others, including Jewish 

students, [is] unmistakable.” (Droubi Decl. Ex. 1-U.) “Of all the people I have had the pleasure of 

meeting, no one else inspires me so deeply. No one else commands so much of my admiration and 

my respect. No one else is as worthy of calling this land their home.” (Droubi Decl. Ex. 1-L.)  
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 As a Buddhist, Mr. Mahdawi believes in the “need to collectively come together as a global 

community with peace as the ultimate mission.” (Droubi Decl. Ex. 1-D.) Mr. Mahdawi “took these 

precepts and values to heart,” practicing meditation “to transmute anger into patience and hatred into 

forgiveness and love.” (Droubi Decl. Ex. 1-F.) Mr. Mahdawi was known in the Buddhist community 

as “a dedicated and gifted community leader devoted to Buddhist values of mutual respect and 

understanding.” (Droubi Decl Ex. 1-E.)  

ARGUMENT 
I. This Court has authority to grant Mr. Mahdawi immediate release pending the 

adjudication of this habeas petition.   

This Court should release Mr. Mahdawi on personal recognizance, or alternatively on bail, 

pending adjudication of his petition pursuant to the Court’s inherent habeas authority. See Mapp, 

241 F.3d at 231; Elkimya v. Dep’t of Homeland Sec., 484 F.3d 151, 154 (2d Cir. 2007). 

Numerous courts within this circuit have already ordered release pursuant to Mapp in contexts 

involving challenges to detention, removal, or a combination of both. See, e.g., Avendaño Hernandez 

v. Decker, 450 F. Supp. 3d 443 (S.D.N.Y. 2020); D’Alessandro v. Mukasey, No. 08- CV-914, 2009 

WL 799957 (W.D.N.Y. Mar. 25, 2009); S.N.C. v. Sessions, No. 18 Civ. 7680, 2018 WL 6175902 

(S.D.N.Y. Nov. 26, 2018); Kiadii v. Decker, 423 F. Supp. 3d 18 (S.D.N.Y. 2018). This Court should 

do the same.  

Under Mapp, “a court considering a habeas petitioner’s fitness for bail” must analyze (1) 

whether the habeas petition raises “substantial claims” and (2) whether “extraordinary 

circumstances” exist “that make the grant of bail necessary to make the habeas remedy effective.” 

241 F.3d at 230 (cleaned up). To raise a substantial claim, “the Second Circuit does not require that 

the petitioner convince every court, let alone the court considering the bail application, that he will 

succeed; rather, he need only show that his claims are ‘substantial.’” D’Alessandro, 2009 WL 

799957, at *3 (emphasis in original). This standard is largely akin to demonstrating a “likelihood of 
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success.” See e.g., id. at *3; Kiadii, 423 F. Supp. 3d at 20. At the same time, a broad range of 

circumstances may qualify as “extraordinary,” including lack of flight risk or dangerousness, health 

issues, and the nature of the government behavior giving rise to the habeas claim. See, e.g., Coronel 

v. Decker, 449 F. Supp. 3d 274, 289 (S.D.N.Y. 2020); D’Alessandro, 2009 WL 799957, at *3. Where, 

as here, the petitioner would face “the very outcome they seek to avoid” if they remained in detention 

pending determination of the merits, release is necessary to make the habeas remedy effective. See 

Coronel, 449 F. Supp. 3d at 289. 

II. Mr. Mahdawi satisfies the requirements for release under Mapp.   

This Court should grant Mr. Mahdawi’s motion for release on recognizance, or alternatively 

grant his release on bail. Mr. Mahdawi is, by the government’s own admission, being held on the 

basis of his lawful speech. See Avendaño Hernandez, 450 F. Supp. 3d at 447. Each day Mr. Mahdawi 

remains in detention harms his education, hurts his community, stifles his speech, and rewards the 

government for its unconstitutional attempt to punish and chill those who speak about Palestinian 

human rights. Releasing Mr. Mahdawi pending final adjudication of his petition is necessary to 

preserve the effectiveness of the habeas remedy. 

A. Mr. Mahdawi raises substantial claims for habeas relief.   

Through his habeas corpus petition, Mr. Mahdawi seeks to protect his rights under the First 

Amendment, the Due Process Clause of the Fifth Amendment, the Administrative Procedure Act, 

and the Accardi doctrine.  

1. First Amendment.  Mr. Mahdawi’s substantial claim that he was arrested after his 

naturalization interview and detained because of views he expressed implicates the heart of the First 

Amendment.  

Speech on “public issues occupies the highest rung of the hierarchy of First Amendment 

values, and is entitled to special protection.” Connick v. Myers, 461 U.S. 138, 145 (1983) (internal 
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quotation marks omitted). Because “[i]t is a fundamental principle of the First Amendment that 

the government may not punish or suppress speech based on disapproval of the ideas or 

perspectives the speech conveys,” viewpoint discrimination is “an egregious form of content 

discrimination, which is presumptively unconstitutional.” Matal v. Tam, 582 U.S. 218, 248 (2017) 

(Kennedy, J., concurring in part) (cleaned up); see also Rosenberger v. Rector & Visitors of Univ. 

of Va., 515 U.S. 819, 829 (1995).  

Mr. Mahdawi’s arrest and detention violate these core First Amendment principles as 

unconstitutional retaliation based on his protected speech. To succeed on his First Amendment 

retaliation claim, Mr. Mahdawi must show that: “(1) [he] has a right protected by the First 

Amendment; (2) the defendant’s actions were motivated or substantially caused by [the 

petitioner’s] exercise of that right, [and] (3) the defendant’s actions caused [the petitioner] some 

injury.” Smith v. Campbell, 782 F.3d 93, 100 (2d Cir. 2015) (cleaned up); see also Bello-Reyes v. 

Gaynor, 985 F.3d 696, 700 (9th Cir. 2021) (“A plaintiff making a First Amendment retaliation 

claim must allege that (1) [s]he was engaged in a constitutionally protected activity, (2) the 

defendant’s actions would chill a person of ordinary firmness from continuing to engage in the 

protected activity and (3) the protected activity was a substantial or motivating factor in the 

defendant’s conduct.”) (internal quotation marks omitted). Mr. Mahdawi easily satisfies this 

standard.  

First, noncitizen speakers are protected by the First Amendment. See Bridges v. Wixon, 

326 U.S. 135, 148 (1945) (“Freedom of speech and press is accorded aliens residing in this 

country.”) This protection readily applies to Mr. Mahdawi’s speech and advocacy in support of 

Palestinian human rights. The speech of a noncitizen on an issue central to “current political 

debate among American citizens and other residents” lies “‘at the heart of First Amendment 

protection’ and ‘occupies the highest rung of the hierarchy of First Amendment values.’” Ragbir 
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v. Homan, 923 F.3d 53, 70 (2d Cir. 2019) (quoting Snyder v. Phelps, 562 U.S. 443, 451-52 

(2011)), cert. granted, remanded, and vacated sub nom. on other grounds, Pham v. Ragbir, 141 

S. Ct. 227 (2020)). Courts in this and other circuits have made clear that the First Amendment 

protects noncitizens who are detained and threatened with deportation because of their protected 

speech. See, e.g., id.; Bello-Reyes, 985 F.3d at 698; Gutierrez-Soto v. Sessions, 317 F. Supp. 3d 

917, 921 (W.D. Tex. 2018). 

Second, there is no question that Mr. Mahdawi’s speech was a substantial factor in the 

government’s decision to arrest and detain him—indeed, the only justification that the 

government has provided since his arrest relates to his association with protests in support of 

Palestinian human rights and his “rhetoric.”10 “To allow this retaliatory conduct to proceed would 

broadly chill protected speech” of other noncitizens engaged in pro-Palestinian advocacy, 

extending the unconstitutional impact of Mr. Mahdawi’s arrest and detention. Ragbir, 923 F.3d 

at 71.  

Finally, the government’s actions did injure, and continue to injure, Mr. Mahdawi. Indeed, 

few government actions could be more chilling on speech than a federal agency choosing to 

abruptly arrest and jail a person who had just finished the final stage of his naturalization process, 

who is a mere month away from graduating from college. Cf. City of Houston, Tex. v. Hill, 482 

U.S. 451, 462-63 (1987) (“The freedom of individuals verbally to oppose or challenge police 

action without thereby risking arrest is one of the principal characteristics by which we distinguish 

a free nation from a police state.”). Both the fact and the nature of Mr. Mahdawi’s arrest and 

detention are jarring, as the public outcry in response to the situation makes clear. 

2. Due Process.  Mr. Mahdawi’s due process claims are also substantial. The Constitution 

 
10 Hamed Aleaziz and Jonah E. Bromwich, U.S. Cites Mideast Peace Process to Justify Move to Deport Student, New 
York Times (April 15, 2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/15/nyregion/rubio-mahdawi-deportation-letter.html. 
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establishes due process rights for “all ‘persons’ within the United States, including [noncitizens], 

whether their presence here is lawful, unlawful, temporary, or permanent.” Black v. Decker, 103 

F.4th 133, 143 (2d Cir. 2024) (quoting Zadvydas v. Davis, 533 U.S. 678, 693 (2001)). “Freedom 

from imprisonment—from government custody, detention, or other forms of physical restraint—lies 

at the heart of the liberty that Clause protects.” Zadvydas, 533 U.S. at 690. Immigration detention is 

civil, not criminal, and thus only justified when necessary to ensure a noncitizen’s appearance during 

removal proceedings and to prevent danger to the community. See Black, 103 F.4th at 143 (citing 

Zadvydas). 

The government’s detention of Mr. Mahdawi is wholly unjustified, as the government has 

not demonstrated that Mr. Mahdawi—a well-loved member of the communities that he belongs to 

and a man with no criminal record—is either a flight risk or a danger. Cf. Zadvydas, 533 U.S. at 690; 

Droubi Decl. Exs. 1-A–1-CA. Rather, Mr. Mahdawi’s detention bears no “reasonable relation” to 

any nonpunitive government purpose. See Zadvydas, 533 U.S. at 690. Here, there is every indication 

that Mr. Mahdawi’s “detention is not to facilitate deportation, or to protect against risk of flight or 

dangerousness, but to incarcerate for other reasons,” which violates the due process clause. Demore 

v. Kim, 538 U.S. 510, 532-33 (2003) (Kennedy, J., concurring); see also German Santos v. Warden 

Pike Cnty. Corr. Facility, 96 5 F.3d 203, 211 (3d Cir. 2020) (“[I]f an alien’s civil detention . . . looks 

penal, that tilts the scales toward finding the detention unreasonable.”). 

3. APA and Accardi Doctrine.  Finally, Mr. Mahdawi’s APA and Accardi claims regarding his 

arrest and detention are substantial. The government has adopted an unconstitutional and unlawful 

policy of targeting noncitizen students for arrest, transport, and detention based on First Amendment-

protected speech advocating for Palestinian rights. This policy is arbitrary and capricious, an abuse 

of discretion, contrary to constitutional right, contrary to law, and in excess of statutory jurisdiction. 

See 5 U.S.C. § 706(2)(A)-(C). Moreover, the government’s actions present a classic violation of the 
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Accardi doctrine, as the government is violating its regular processes and rules, including those 

pertaining to First Amendment activity, in order to detain and deport Mr. Mahdawi. Cf. Accardi v. 

Shaughnessy, 347 U.S. 260 (1954) (agency may not violate its own rules and processes simply 

because Attorney General singled him out for deportation); see also, e.g., DHS, Memorandum of 

Kevin McAleenan (May 17, 2019) (stating DHS “does not profile, target, or discriminate against any 

individual for exercising his or her First Amendment Rights”).11  

B. The chilling of First Amendment protected speech is an extraordinary 
circumstance.  
 

That Mr. Mahdawi was apprehended solely on the basis of his speech is an extraordinary 

circumstance warranting his immediate release. Courts look at the scope of the constitutional 

deprivation that a petitioner has experienced and the nature of the government’s behavior 

surrounding a petitioner’s detention to support a finding of extraordinary circumstances. See, e.g., 

D’Alessandro, 2009 WL 799957, at *3 (listing “grossly defective” immigration custody reviews 

and petitioners unconstitutionally prolonged detention as two circumstances that qualified the case 

as extraordinary and exceptional). Mr. Mahdawi’s case is extraordinary in every respect: he was 

detained during his naturalization interview, targeted solely for his protected speech, incarcerated 

for his speech, and faces additional irreparable harm to his education and liberty. See, e.g., Kiaddii, 

423 F. Supp. 3d at 20-21  (“Indeed, the Court wonders if the Mapp court could have imagined 

circumstances more extraordinary than the detention of a woman credibly claiming United States 

citizenship by none other than  the immigration authorities. The Government's arguments that the 

habeas petition does not present an ‘extraordinary circumstance’ or support it with evidence is so 

mystifying that it practically shocks the conscience.”) 

And here, the government’s motivations for Mr. Mahdawi’s arrest and detention, and the 

 
11 Available at https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/info_regarding_first_amendment_protecte d_ 
activities_as1_signed_05.17.2019.pdf. 
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way in which they implemented these actions, constitute extraordinary circumstances.  With respect 

to the former, as described supra, the government targeted Mr. Mahdawi, a lawful permanent 

resident, solely because of his speech. No other justification has been offered besides Mr. 

Mahdawi’s lawful expression relating to his beliefs. And as discussed supra, this justification 

plainly violates the First Amendment.  

The manner in which the government effectuated Mr. Mahdawi’s arrest and detention 

further underscores the existence of extraordinary circumstances justifying his release. The 

government’s conduct in this case has been highly unusual, to put it mildly. See, e.g., Heather 

Yountz Decl., Pl’s Motion for Release, Ozturk v. Trump, No. 2:25-cv-00374, ECF No. 82, Ex. 4 

(“In my 17 years of immigration practice . . . [t]he fastest transfer I recall seeing was 24 hours after 

initial placement.”). Mr. Mahdawi was arrested at the end of his naturalization interview, with 

masked and armed ICE agents entering the room and rushing him into a black van and to the airport 

with a clear plan to ship him to Louisiana. (Mahdawi Decl. ¶¶ 29-39; Droubi Decl. at Ex. 1-CC.) 

In addition to chilling speech protected by the First Amendment, the government’s actions also 

have the potential to prevent individuals from seeking naturalization. Non-citizens may view status 

check-ins or interviews with immigration officials as opportunities for them to be detained or 

arrested for their speech. Lawful permanent residents may opt not to seek naturalization at all for 

fear of landing in detention as retaliation for their speech or protest activity.  

The government’s attempts to rapidly transfer Mr. Mahdawi to Louisiana following his 

arrest heightened the extraordinary circumstances. See, e.g., Jill Martin Diaz Decl., Pl’s Motion for 

Release, Ozturk v. Trump, No. 2:25-cv-00374, ECF No. 82, Ex. 6 (“It is extraordinary for a Vermont 

detainee to be transferred from custody in the northeast to custody outside of the northeast.”). In 

fact, the venue of Mr. Mahdawi’s immigration proceeding has always been listed as Louisiana, 

demonstrating a prior intent to detain Mr. Mahdawi there. (Droubi Decl. Ex. 1-CC.) Had this Court 
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not issued a TRO enjoining his transfer, Mr. Mahdawi would likely now be detained in Louisiana, 

over a thousand miles away from his community and legal team. Indeed, the government followed 

this pattern in the arrests of students Mahmoud Khalil, Dr. Badar Khan Suri, Leqaa Kordia, and 

Rumeysa Öztürk: targeting them for their protected speech, ambushing them without notice, and 

rushing them to Louisiana to be detained far from home.  

C. That Mr. Mahdawi is not a flight risk or danger to the community further bolsters 
that these are extraordinary circumstances.  
 

Courts consider a lack of evidence that a petitioner is a flight risk or a danger to the 

community to establish extraordinary circumstances. See, e.g., D’Alessandro, 2009 WL 799957, at 

*3. In this case, “there is no evidence whatsoever” that Mr. Mahdawi poses such risks. Id. Rather, 

all evidence demonstrates Mr. Mahdawi’s deep ties to his academic and social community and is 

an asset to his communities rather than a danger.  

Vermont is Mr. Mahdawi’s physical home, and Columbia University is Mr. Mahdawi’s 

intellectual home. He poses no flight risk. Mr. Mahdawi is a month away from receiving his 

undergraduate degree at Columbia University. (Mahdawi Decl. ¶47.). He plans to begin a master’s 

program at Columbia in fall of 2025. Id. ¶49. Declarant after declarant has sworn to Mr. Mahdawi’s 

deep connectivity to the Columbia University campus and surrounding areas in the East Coast. 

(Droubi Decl. Exs. 1-A–1-CA.)  Indeed, Mr. Mahdawi maintains a permanent residence in White 

River Junction, Vermont, which he shares with a roommate. (Mahdawi Decl. ¶ 2; Droubi Decl. Ex. 

62.) In a statement published following Mr. Mahdawi’s arrest, the city council of Hartford, Vermont 

affirmed that Mr. Mahdawi is “a neighbor, and a friend to many. He has added value as an educator, 

mediator, and relationship builder, and has an outpouring of support from his home of Hartford.”12 

Beyond Vermont and the Columbia campus, Mr. Mahdawi has no other home. He has spent 

 
12 https://www.hartford-vt.org/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=815. 
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the last ten years building a life here in the United States. (Mahdawi Decl. ¶ 45.) Mr. Mahdawi has 

already demonstrated a history of compliance with immigration proceedings. (Id. ¶ 24.) He 

voluntarily appeared at his naturalization interview in Vermont, despite knowing that groups 

opposed to Palestinian rights had been targeting him and reporting his name to authorities. (Petition  

¶¶ 41, 49.) Mr. Mahdawi is a cherished member of his community, not a danger to it. He has no 

criminal record, has demonstrated at every turn a commitment to peaceful advocacy, and has 

fostered friendships with individuals from all walks of life. (Droubi Decl. Ex. 1-J.) He has spoken 

up against antisemitism just as he has spoken up in support of Palestinian human rights. (Droubi 

Decl. Exs. 1-V; 1-K; 1-P; 1-Q.). His belief in the preciousness of human life extends to all people, 

regardless of their race, religion, national origin, or ethnicity, as numerous people have attested to. 

(Droubi Decl. Exs. 1-AQ; 1-F; 1-B.) 

In sum, from start to finish, the circumstances of Mr. Mahdawi’s case have been 

extraordinary and merit his release.  

D. These extraordinary circumstances make the grant of bail necessary to make the 
habeas remedy effective.  
 

In light of what is described above, release pending the litigation of Mr. Mahdawi’s petition 

is necessary to secure him an effective habeas remedy.  

Mr. Mahdawi’s challenge to the constitutionality of the government’s decision to arrest and 

detain him is a significant part of the First Amendment injury at the center of this litigation. Even 

if Mr. Mahdawi is ultimately released at the conclusion of what could be protracted litigation, he 

will have been prevented from speaking freely all the while and the message to others will be 

received loud and clear: speak at your own peril. Allowing Mr. Mahdawi to remain in detention 

would ratify the chilling effect that the government intends to create. Cf. Arias v. Decker, 459 F. 

Supp. 3d 561, 580 (S.D.N.Y. 2020) (granting bail to avoid “precisely the harm their petition seeks 

to avert”). This is different from Mapp, where bail was ultimately denied because “[t]he relief 
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sought by petitioner” did not “guarantee[] . . . his release from detention” but only involved allowing 

him to apply for a particular waiver of deportation, and “the effectiveness of this form of relief 

[wa]s wholly independent of the question of whether Mapp [wa]s incarcerated while the [waiver] 

hearing [wa]s pending.” Mapp, 241 F.3d at 230-231. Here, relief from the chilling effect on speech 

is indeed dependent on whether Mr. Mahdawi remains incarcerated. “The loss of First Amendment 

freedoms, for even minimal periods of time, constitutes irreparable injury.” Elrod v. Burns, 427 

U.S. 347, 373 (1976).  

Release is also necessary to avoid what is a devastating punitive consequence of Mr. 

Mahdawi’s continued detention, namely, the disruption of his education. Mr. Mahdawi is expected 

to graduate from Columbia University in May of 2025, but his graduation is contingent on the 

completion of two classes that he is currently enrolled in. (Droubi Decl., Ex. 1-CB.) Every day that 

Mr. Mahdawi spends in captivity is a day that he is prevented from working towards his degree. 

And if he is prevented from graduating from his bachelor’s degree program, he will also be 

prevented from beginning his master’s degree at Columbia SIPA this coming fall. (Droubi Decl. 

Ex. 1-CB.) 

E. No INA Provision Bars this Court from Ordering Mr. Mahdawi’s Release  
 

 The INA13 does not bar this Court from releasing Mr. Mahdawi, and could not do so without 

violating the Suspension Clause of the U.S. Constitution. At the very least, Mr. Mahdawi is 

sufficiently likely to prevail on the jurisdictional question that interim release is appropriate under 

Mapp. 

To start, 8 U.S.C. § 1226(e) does not deprive this Court of jurisdiction to order Mr. 

Mahdawi’s release. That section provides that “[t]he Attorney General’s discretionary judgment 

regarding the application of this section shall not be subject to review. No court may set aside any 

 
13 Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952, 8 U.S.C. Ch. 12 (INA).  
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action or decision by the Attorney General under this section regarding the detention of any alien 

or the revocation or denial of bond or parole.” 8 U.S.C. § 1226(e). The Court of Appeals for the 

Second Circuit has made clear, however, that this provision does not “limit habeas jurisdiction over 

constitutional claims or questions of law.” Velasco Lopez v. Decker, 978 F.3d 842, 850 (2d Cir. 

2020). Indeed, “Section 1226(e) contains no explicit provision barring habeas review” at all. 

Demore v. Kim, 538 U.S. 510, 517 (2003).  This petition and this motion do not ask for review of a 

discretionary determination, but rather for habeas review of Mr. Mahdawi’s unconstitutional 

detention and other constitutional claims and questions of law. Thus, under Demore and Velasco 

Lopez, § 1226(e) does not strip this Court of jurisdiction. Another judge of this Court recently so 

held with regard to a similar habeas petition filed by nonimmigrant student Rumeya Ozturk. See 

Ozturk v. Trump, 2:25-cv-00374-wks (D.Vt. April 18, 2025), Doc. # 104,  slip op at 29-32.  

Nor does 8 U.S.C. § 1252(a)(5), which provides that “a petition for review filed with an 

appropriate court of appeals in accordance with this section shall be the sole and exclusive means 

for judicial review of an order of removal entered or issued under any provision of this chapter,” 8 

U.S.C. § 1252(a)(5), and which (unlike  § 1226(e)) specifically precludes habeas review, have any 

bearing here. Mr. Mahdawi has not been ordered removed, and he does not seek review of any order 

of removal. As the District Court in Ozturk explained just days ago, 1252(a)(5) does not apply under 

these circumstances. See Ozturk, Doc. # 104, slip op. at 35-37.  

For similar reasons, 8 U.S.C. § 1252(b)(9), though it also addresses habeas review, does not 

bar this action nor Mr. Mahdawi’s interim release on recognizance or bail when it states that  

Judicial review of all questions of law and fact, including interpretation and application of 
constitutional and statutory provisions, arising from any action taken or proceeding brought 
to remove an alien from the United States under this subchapter shall be available only in 
judicial review of a final order under this section.  

 
8 U.S.C. § 1252(b)(9).  As Judge Sessions explained in Ozturk, constitutional questions relating to 

detention do not “aris[e] from” removal proceedings simply because the detention occurs during 
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the removal proceedings. See Ozturk, Doc. # 104, slip op. at 37-39.  The First Circuit, as well, has 

held that despite § 1252(b)(9), “district courts retain jurisdiction over challenges to the legality of 

detention in the immigration context.”14 This is an example of the general rule that “[w]hen a 

detained alien seeks relief that a court of appeals cannot meaningfully provide on petition for review 

of a final order of removal,  § 1252(b)(9) does not bar consideration by a district court.” E.O.H.C. 

v. Secretary U.S. Dep’t of Homeland Sec’y, 950 F.3d 177, 180 (3d Cir. 2020).  A court of appeals 

cannot meaningfully provide, on petition for review of a final order of removal, review of whether 

someone should have been detained during removal proceedings, both because there may never be 

a removal order, and because if there is, the court of appeals cannot travel back in time and order 

that the person not be detained during the proceedings. See id. at 186. 

Nor does 8 U.S.C. § 1252(g) pose a jurisdictional problem here. That section generally 

denies courts, outside of the petition for review process, “jurisdiction to hear any cause or claim by 

or on behalf of any alien arising from the decision or action by the Attorney General to commence 

proceedings, adjudicate cases, or execute removal orders against any alien under this chapter.” 8 

U.S.C. § 1252(g). As the Supreme Court has clarified, however, section 1252(g) is not “a sort of 

‘zipper’ clause” but rather “applies only to three discrete actions that the Attorney General may 

take: her “decision or action” to “commence proceedings, adjudicate cases, or execute removal 

orders.” Reno v. American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee, 525 U.S. 471, 482 (1999) 

(“AADC”). Mr. Mahdawi does not challenge, in this litigation, the government’s decision to 

commence or adjudicate the proceedings against him, which the government could have done 

without detaining him; rather, he challenges the government’s decision to detain him in violation 

 
14 Aguilar v. U.S. Imm.& Customs Enforcement Div. of Dep’t of Homeland Sec’y, 510 F.3d 1, 11 (1st Cir. 2007). The 
legislative history of the REAL ID Act of 2005, which amended § 1252(b)(9), so states.  See Aguilar, 510 F.3d at 11; 
H.R.Rep. No. 109–72, available at https://www.congress.gov/congressional-report/109th-congress/house-report/72/1, 
at 175 (amendment “would not preclude habeas review over challenges to detention that are independent of challenges 
to removal orders”). 
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of the Constitution. He is not challenging the execution of a removal order against him, since no 

such removal order exists. As Mr. Mahdawi is not challenging any of the “three discrete actions” 

implicated by § 1252(g), AADC, 525 U.S. at 482, that section plays no role.  

Finally, we note that, if any provision of the INA did purport to preclude this Court from 

ordering the release of a lawful permanent resident detained on account of protected speech in 

violation of his right to due process of law, it would be—in a word—unconstitutional. This is not a 

case involving the rule that “Congress has the authority to detain aliens suspected of entering the 

country illegally pending their deportation hearings,” Reno v. Flores, 507 U.S. 292, 296 (1993), 

because no one suggests that Mr. Mahdawi has entered the country illegally.  He is a lawful 

permanent resident. He is being subjected to removal proceedings not based on any criminal 

conviction,15 but  solely based on the Secretary of State’s arbitrary assessment of adverse foreign 

policy consequences, and that assessment in turn is based on activities protected by the First 

Amendment. Under those circumstances, the Suspension Clause of the United States Constitution 

protects Mr. Mahdawi’s right to habeas review of his detention, and none of the relevant INA 

provisions purport to be a suspension of the writ.  

The Suspension Clause provides that “[t]he Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall 

not be suspended, unless when in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may require it.” 

U.S. Const. Art. I, Sec. 9, Cl. 2.  Its protection extends to noncitizens without formal immigration 

status even when detained in Guantanamo Bay. Boumediene v. Bush, 553 U.S. 723 (2008). Surely 

its protection extends to Mr. Mahdawi, a lawful permanent resident detained in Vermont.  Mr. 

Mahdawi seeks (among other relief) simple release from custody. 

The possibility of a petition for review at the conclusion of removal proceedings is not “an 

 
15 Cf. Demore v. Kim, 538 U.S. 510, 522-531 (2003) (upholding mandatory detention of deportable “criminal aliens” 
for “the limited period necessary for their removal proceedings”). 
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adequate substitute for habeas corpus,” Boumediene, 553 U.S. at 771, with respect to the question 

of detention during these removal proceedings (whether or not it would also be inadequate in other 

contexts), since it would occur only in the event of a final removal order and only after that detention 

had already taken place.. Cf. E.O.H.C., 950 F.3d at 186 (engaging in similar analysis as a matter of 

statutory interpretation). Thus, the Suspension Clause would not allow Mr. Mahdawi to be denied 

habeas review, and told instead to await review by a Court of Appeals of his detention on petition 

for review of a final removal order. 

The Suspension Clause and the First Amendment would not allow Congress to prescribe 

the detention of lawful residents for their protected speech and eliminate judicial review of that 

detention. If the INA were construed to attempt to do so—which, for the reasons discussed above, 

it should not be—it would be unconstitutional. Thus, on both statutory and Constitutional bases, 

the Court has authority to order Mr. Mahdawi’s release. That this is only a request for interim 

release, not a final ruling, changes nothing. No “specific statutory provisions,” Mapp, 241 F.3d at 

229, bar interim release here. The real question is who should bear the risk if the Court’s first 

judgment on jurisdiction or the merits proves wrong. Where there is no flight risk or danger, that 

burden should fall on the government—not on Mr. Mahdawi, a lawful permanent resident jailed for 

his protected speech. 

CONCLUSION 

For these reasons, the Court should grant this motion and order Mr. Mahdawi’s immediate 

release. Release will end the extraordinary harms of his detention, restore the status quo, and ensure 

that habeas relief remains meaningful by allowing full and fair consideration of the serious 

constitutional issues at stake. 
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Attorneys for Petitioner 

*Pro Hac Vice 

**Pro Hac Vice application pending 

***Pro Hac Vice application forthcoming 
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W TilE \ll'IJTI:D STATES DISTRICT COVRT 
FOR TIU: DISTRICT OF VERMONT 

MOHSEN MAH.DA \VI, 

Pelitiouer. 

V. 

DONALD J. TRUMP, er al .. 

Re.sf)Q1'de11rs. 

Case No. 2:25-cv--00389 

ORAL ARGUMJ;NT 
REQUESTED 

JlE(:T, AR,4TION OF A TIORNEY LUNA DROURJ Sl,IRMJTTEO IN S)JPPORT Of 
PETITIONER'S MOTION fOR RELEASE UNDER Mdf'P ~'. /IF,,YO 

l, Luna Oroubi, dedai·e ,mder peo.ally of perjUJy 1h.a1 the following is 1me aud coa'fec,t: 

I, l am au attorney for Mobseo Mabdawi. 

2. Anached as Exbjbit 1 .. J\ is a ttue and cottect copy of a dedanuion by David N. Myers 

date<! Ap,il 17. 2025. 

3. Altached as Exhibit 1-B is a tme and correct copy of a declaration by Anjau;1 Peddireddi. 

date<! Apl'il 18. 2025. 

4, Allached as Exhibit 1-C is a tme ruid correct copy of a declaralioo by Kenuelh A, Kessel. 

runed Apl'il 17, 2025. 

S. Attached as Exhibit 1-D is a tn1e and coITect copy of a declaration by Alejandro 

Meajivor. doted April 18. 2025. 

6. Anached as Exhjbit I •Eis a 11ue .and conttl copy of a dedamtio1l by Michael Santi 

Keezing dated April 18. 2025. 
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7. Attached as Exhibit 1-F is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Bhikkhu Bodhi.

8. Attached as Exhibit 1-G is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Kavin Chada.

9. Attached as Exhibit 1-H is a true and correct copy of a joint letter by one hundred and

thirty five Buddhist teachers, practitioners, and supporters of human rights dated April

18, 2025.

10. Attached as Exhibit 1-I is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Kevin Gunaratna.

11. Attached as Exhibit 1-J is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Nadav Nazarathy

dated April 18, 2025.

12. Attached as Exhibit 1-K is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Rose Clubok.

13. Attached as Exhibit 1-L is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Jacob Solomon

dated April 19, 2025.

14. Attached as Exhibit 1-L is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Jack Holmgren

dated April 17, 2025.

15. Attached as Exhibit 1-N is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Michael Fux dated

April 18, 2025.

16. Attached as Exhibit 1-O is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Josh Drill dated

April 18, 2025.

17. Attached as Exhibit 1-P is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Rochelle Berman

dated April 17, 2025.

18. Attached as Exhibit 1-Q is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Naor Ben-

Yehovada dated April 18, 2025.

19. Attached as Exhibit 1-S is a true and correct copy of a letter by the Buddhist Council of

New York dated April 16, 2025.
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20. Attached as Exhibit 1-T is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Talia Levin dated 

April 17, 2025.  

21. Attached as Exhibit 1-U is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Zoe Davidson 

dated April 17, 2025.  

22. Attached as Exhibit 1-V is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Katherine Franke 

dated April 17, 2025.  

23. Attached as Exhibit 1-W is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Jean Elizabeth 

Cullander Krasno dated April 17, 2025.  

24. Attached as Exhibit 1-X is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Ian Borim dated 

April 18, 2025.  

25. Attached as Exhibit 1-Y is a true and correct coy of a declaration by Rebecca Jordan-

Young dated April 18, 2025.  

26. Attached as Exhibit 1-Z is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Roberta Wall dated 

April 18, 2025.  

27. Attached as Exhibit 1-AA is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Mahmood 

Mamdani dated April 18, 2025. 

28. Attached as Exhibit 1-AB is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Sue Mendelsohn 

dated April 17, 2025. 

29. Attached as Exhibit 1-AC is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Michele Moody-

Adams dated April 15, 2025.  

30. Attached as Exhibit 1-AD is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Nadia Abu El-Haj 

dated April 18, 2025.  
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31. Attached as Exhibit 1-AE is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Frederick 

Neuhouser dated April 17, 2025.  

32. Attached as Exhibit 1-AF is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Caleb Bowen 

dated April 18, 2025.  

33. Attached as Exhibit 1-AG is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Nicole Alexandra 

Pimentel Soler dated April 17, 2025.  

34. Attached as Exhibit 1-AH is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Haley Wilson 

dated April 17, 2025.  

35. Attached as Exhibit 1-AI is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Jeanne Donegan.  

36. Attached as Exhibit 1-AK is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Nayzak Wali-Ali 

dated April 19, 2025.  

37. Attached as Exhibit 1-AL is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Romy Whitesell.  

38. Attached as Exhibit 1-AM is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Sumaita Mulk.  

39. Attached as Exhibit 1-AN is a true and correct copy of a declaration by River Smith.  

40. Attached as Exhibit 1-AO is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Kenneth E. 

Howitt dated April 18, 2025.  

41. Attached as Exhibit 1-AP is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Claudia Cohen 

dated April 17, 2025.  

42. Attached as Exhibit 1-AQ is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Nadine Clopton 

dated April 17, 2025.  

43. Attached as Exhibit 1-AR is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Ken Halpern 

dated April 18, 2025.  
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44. Attached as Exhibit 1-AS is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Steven Nathan 

dated April 19, 2025.  

45. Attached as Exhibit 1-AT is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Julian Melo dated 

April 20, 2025.  

46. Attached as Exhibit 1-AV is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Oren Yiftachel 

dated April 17, 2025.  

47. Attached as Exhibit 1-AW is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Irene S. Clopton 

dated April 17, 2025.  

48. Attached as Exhibit 1-AX is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Tamara Gayer 

dated April 18, 2025.  

49. Attached as Exhibit 1-AY is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Noa Baum dated 

April 17, 2025.  

50. Attached as Exhibit 1-AZ is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Robert Drysdale 

dated April 18, 2025.  

51. Attached as Exhibit 1-BA is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Anne Macksoud 

dated April 18, 2025. 

52. Attached as Exhibit 1-BB is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Mary Wilson. 

53. Attached as Exhibit 1-BC is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Joby Thompson 

dated April 17, 2025.  

54. Attached as Exhibit 1-BD is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Kyle Barrett 

dated April 18, 2025.  

55. Attached as Exhibit 1-BE is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Tarik Samman 

dated April 18, 2025.  
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56. Attached as Exhibit 1-BF is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Anne Laurel 

Stevenson dated April 18, 2025.  

57. Attached as Exhibit 1-BG is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Ariel Arwen dated 

April 17, 2025.  

58. Attached as Exhibit 1-BH is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Caroline Craig 

dated April 17, 2025.  

59. Attached as Exhibit 1-BI is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Christopher J. 

Helali dated April 17, 2025.  

60. Attached as Exhibit 1-BJ is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Cory Waletzko 

dated April 17, 2025. 

61. Attached as Exhibit 1-BK is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Daniel D. Fraser 

dated April 17, 2025. 

62. Attached as Exhibit 1-BL is a true and correct copy of a declaration by David W. Allen, 

Jr. dated April 17, 2025. 

63. Attached as Exhibit 1-BM is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Hannah Jeffrey 

dated April 18, 2025.  

64. Attached as Exhibit 1-BN is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Henry Harris 

dated April 18, 2025.  

65. Attached as Exhibit 1-BO is a true and correct copy of a declaration by John Hall dated 

April 17, 2025.  

66. Attached as Exhibit 1-BP is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Jonathan Teller-

Elsberg dated April 17, 2025. 
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67. Attached as Exhibit 1-BQ is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Josiah Proietti 

dated April 18, 2025.  

68. Attached as Exhibit 1-BR is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Kelly Armburst 

dated April 17, 2025.  

69. Attached as Exhibit 1-BS is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Kim Souza dated 

April 17, 2025.  

70. Attached as Exhibit 1-BT is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Marta Ceroni 

dated April 18, 2025.  

71. Attached as Exhibit 1-BU is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Michael G. 

Denmeade dated April 18, 2025.  

72. Attached as Exhibit 1-BV is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Peter Avery dated 

April 17, 2025.  

73. Attached as Exhibit 1-BW is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Samantha Cronin 

dated April 18, 2025.  

74. Attached as Exhibit 1-BX is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Samuel Newman 

and Sara Zwikelmaier dated April 17, 2025.  

75. Attached as Exhibit 1-BY is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Senator Rebecca 

Elizabeth White dated April 17, 2025.  

76. Attached as Exhibit 1-BZ is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Stephen Flanders 

dated April 17, 2025. 

77. Attached as Exhibit 1-CA is a true and correct copy of a declaration by William Potter 

dated April 18, 2025.  
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78. Attached as Exhibit 1-CB is a true and correct copy of a declaration by Sarah Remedios 

Bloom dated April 21, 2025.  

79. Attached as Exhibit 1-CC is a true and correct copy of a screenshot of taken by me, Luna 

Droubi, of the Executive Office for Immigration Review online system at approximately 

5:57PM on April 14, 2025.  

 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 
 
Executed on April 21, 2025, in New York, New York. 
 
 

/s / Luna Droubi 
Luna Droubi 
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April 18. 2025 

To whom it may coocen1, 

My n:une is Anja.o.a. I am a U.S. dtize11, and I am a fi·ieod o[ ?-.fobs.en Mabdawi. I ru.u wtitin.g this 

affidavi1 to demonstrate Moh.sen 's chamc1er 10 cbe courts. and I hope that It.an conver just bow 
equanimous. kind. and thous htful Mobsen is. 

I mel Mob.-;en wbeo I transferred 10 Coluuibia University in Septeruber 2022. TI1is was my first 
lime livi.nl( far from home a11<l I fell like I was drowning in unfamiliar faces. l baJ>pened to 
shunble into a Columbia University Boddhist Association (CUBA) club meeliug. where I mel 
Mobseo ror the first ti.tne. h1 a uleaS1.1ted voice, he opened our u1edita1ion ci.rde, intl'oduced 

himself as p.resideul. and d1eo the Buddhist monk wbo would be guiding us 1.tun day. llte bell 
1'alt8 1bree limes, aod we sa1 in slle1u meditation fol' 20 m.i1m1e-s. Pi.its aud needle-s in my feet 
replaced !he unease and imposter syndrome, 1 peeked my eyes open and obser\fed Mohsen 
s1Jtiling in peaceful contemplation. his palm,;: slacked with thumbs gently kissing, Afterwards. we 
were invlted 10 slay to drink lea and SO(ialize. and [ lin.1lly bad somelhing to talk to someone 
about. For 1he first time in weeks. I feh s.rotmded. safe. and welcome: this was my first CUBA 
nleetini of ru..111y. Iain deeply grateful to lvlobsen for creati11g that space. 

Mohsen•s conlluj1meo1 10 cuhiva1in.g. a noo-judgmental space (01· people to explo1-e Buddhist 
1eacbiogs bas been l't'IUat'kable. He has buill eoduriog tela1ionships with Buddhist mouks ac,oss 

the city :11\d expanded ow· dub membership. He has figuted om lhe intricacies of pla11Jling 
evenls, large celebrotious 1hat have brou,gJ.11 together hundreds of students and conuuuoity 
members. I know jus1 how much love and bard work he de<licated 10 the dub because I am now 
on the leadershi1> team. £,,ely time I by 10 do anything. gel fn1stroted. and tbeu find his notes. I 
s ileotly 1hank ,ny predecessor. Al\d when I speak 10 the U1011ks 1ba1 he beftiended years ago. they 
always ask aboul him lovingly. Mobseu wanted 10 strengthen Colwubia's inteN'elig.ious 
couunuoity 100. wilh one idea being a screening ofhjs (avol'ite movie-tvlissioo Joy- with 
Cl:u'iS'liau studen1 clubs. Coincidentally. 1his movie is based off ofmy r.wol'ite. book, The Book of 
Joy, which caJ>hrres days of conversation be1weeo two longtime friends. His Holiness the Oalai 
Lam.a and Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Its ceutrnl theme is based on the idea of"ubuntt1~•. a Sou1b 
Afric:m philosophy tbal stresses 1be in1erconoec1edness of beings. I am becau$e we are. Mohsen 
truly believes thal compassion and mindfulness creale a belter world. and com·U.1ced me so too. 

More than my colleague. Mohse!l is a fl'ie1ld. Always over 1ea, we 1alked about big di-eams we 
h .. ,d. One rime we Jlltl, t was S\Ul)l'ised 10 see binl dtessed up io a s u i1 aod tie. Eveo 1wo years 

before graduation. he 1old ,ne be bad a meetinft wi1h someone high up i11 the Jaw school, because 
he was set oo becoming a lawyer who could work on diplomacy and peace-making. \Vbeo l told 
hini I dreamt of flying one day. wi1ho111 a drop of hesitation. be told me I could do i i, He is 
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generous, never failing to offer advice, resources to flight classes, homemade maple syrup, or a 
listening ear.  

He is fiercely principled, even to an extent where it put us at odds. A few months ago, seeing that 
we had no paper cups for post-meditation tea, I put out a call in the CUBA group chat for people 
to “steal some paper cups from the dining halls”. I vehemently argued that it was people’s own 
money paying for their dining hall access; he countered that a Buddhist club should never ask 
people to steal, and bought the cups himself. Though I was almost on the edge of tears with 
frustration, he remained level, his voice the same, calming tone.  

Knowing Mohsen has made me a more compassionate person. Despite all he has gone through, 
he is still guided by hope, empathy, and kindness. His absence is deeply felt in the Buddhist 
community in New York City. I declare that the above statements are all true and correct to the 
best of my ability.  

Sincerely, 
Anjana Peddireddi 
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Kenneth A. Kessel, LCSW  
900 North Broom Street #16, Wilmington, DE 19806 (646) 286-8015  kesselken@yahoo.com

April 17, 2025 

Letter Of Support For Mohsen Mahdawi 

I am writing to offer the fullest support for Mohsen Mahdawi in his efforts to promote 
peace and to expedite his release from custody and his application for citizenship.  I am a Zen 
Master in the Kwan Um lineage and have been teaching each semester for the Columbia 
University Buddhist association for several years.  It is there that I met Mohsen, who is former 
president of the association.  We have had occasion for very meaningful dialogues.  I want to 
share what we discussed to make it clear that he does not and never has supported violence but 
rather centers his life on a path to peace for all.  

Mohsen grew up on a Palestinian refugee camp.  While there, as a small child, he 
witnessed deaths of those he loved.  His response was unusual, unique among most people.  
When considering accountability, he found that the deepest form of accountability is 
accountability to himself to never engage in violent thought or violent action, as these are the 
root of the suffering and distress that has brought forth the anguish around him.  The most real 
way to promote peace is to be peace.  Having met other peaceful leaders, I can attest that Mohsen 
is one of the most peaceful people I've met.   

Having this view, he found a strong affinity for the Buddhist path and embraced this in 
the community of practitioners at Columbia University.  Ahimsa, or doing no harm, springs from 
taking refuge in the three treasures of Buddha, Dharma and Sangha.  These are the 
fundamentally enlightened nature of the space you live in, the path you walk and the community 
of sentient beings you encounter each moment.  To see all others as fundamentally of the same 
nature as yourself is to generate compassion, and wisdom, and the wish to bring peace.  I see all 
of this as a path that Mohsen embodies, strives to maintain and dedicates himself to bringing 
forth in the world.  

Even before the events that began the current conflict, Mohsen was constantly in touch 
with the suffering of all those in Israel and Palestine.  I know that he saw all of their suffering as 
having the same root -- of living in the midst of a wound that is centuries old and has never 
healed.  He knows in his bones that distress cannot heal distress, which can only be healed 
through peace.  To stay silent in the face of this deep collective anguish of those closest to his 
heart is to betray his own humanity and deny his origin.  To promote violence and hatred as a 
response is the same denial, and I've found him constitutionally unable to do this.  He has taken 
the only authentic path there is for him -- to speak against violence in all its forms and against all 
the institutional supports for violence rather than peace.  To affirm that violence cannot bring 
peace.  To affirm that we have more wisdom to move toward peace and speak to the needs of 
those in need.  And to recognize that the lives of Palestinians and Israeli children, men and 
women are enduringly on the line -- thus, to put his own life on the line in their behalf is the only 
path he sees for his, their and our own sake.    
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How can we not want such a person to speak freely in our midst?  How can we not 
embrace such a person into our country?  What do we do by imprisoning, silencing, removing 
him and by distorting his actions, his motives and his character?  While I do not have his wisdom 
or his courage in these matters, I can emulate his example and speak out on his behalf and not 
remain silent in this matter.  As a holder of a Zen lineage, I feel I would betray my own lineage 
and responsibilities by not doing so.  I fervently wish that those who have responsibility in these 
matters see that our own national security rests on the foundation of allowing those who speak 
the truth to be heard and those who ask for peace to have a voice.  

    In the Dharma, 

    Ken Kessel (Zen Master Jok Um) 
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18 April 2025 

I first met Mohsen Mahdawi in the fall semester of 2022 at Columbia University. At the time, I 
had just transferred from Boston College and was looking for a community of support and care 
during the difficult transfer process. I was invited to a weekly meditation at the Columbia 
University Buddhist Association by a mutual friend, and Mohsen happened to be the president of 
the club. At that first meditation, Mohsen opened the space, and I was immediately struck by his 
grounding presence in the room. He sat tall, with a smile on his face, and warmly welcomed 
everyone. After our meditation, I was introduced to him directly and spoke with him about my 
path to Buddhism. He encouraged me to continue attending the weekly meditations. I heeded his 
invitation, continued to attend the weekly meetings, and the Buddhist Association came to be the 
first space on Columbia’s campus that I felt truly embraced and welcomed, in no small part due 
to Mohsen’s encouragement. 

From the first meeting on, I became increasingly involved in the Buddhist Association, of which 
I am currently the co-president. In the spring of 2023, I joined the board of the club, and my 
relationship with Mohsen deepened. During this time, we often spoke of his vision for the club 
and its potential to transform the very foundation of our campus community. In these 
conversations, he constantly emphasized the need for compassionate individuals who could 
connect with one another. He often mentioned that, as a Buddhist club, we must provide a space 
for all people, regardless of their religion, nationality, or any other differences they may have. In 
our club spaces, I saw these visions come to life. After every meditation, he would speak with 
club members and the teachers we had invited. He engaged everyone with a genuine curiosity 
about their life and their spiritual practice, inviting those around him into a space where they 
would be heard and actively listened to. I came to understand that Mohsen values every 
individual he comes into contact with as a human being worthy of his respect, time, and care. He 
understands that we all are interconnected, in both our happiness and in our suffering. 

In that same spring semester of 2023, Mohsen and I worked closely with the Buddhist Council of 
New York, organizing a Vesak celebration, honoring the life of the Buddha. We met weekly, 
brainstorming the theme, the celebration program, and how to connect Columbia students to the 
broader Buddhist community in New York. His efforts for this event culminated in one of the 
most beautiful spiritual celebrations I have ever participated in. During his welcoming remarks, 
he expressed empathy for all innocent children suffering worldwide, including children in 
Palestine, Israel, Ukraine, Russia, Sudan, India, Tibet, Burma, and beyond. He encouraged 
participants to lead lives filled with love and compassion. His sentiment during this address is 
indicative of his core belief in the need to collectively come together as a global community with 
peace as the ultimate mission. Mohsen, at heart and in practice, is a peacemaker. 
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ll1 Lhe rau oC2024, ooce 1 had step~ ioto lhe role of co-,pfesiden1 0Cd1e Buddhist Associa1iou, 
Mohseo cootinued 10 reach out to offer spiritu.1.l suppol'I a.od g.ujdauce fol' Lhe club. Even am.ids! 
his busy schedule, be fou.od tiJUe to speak with me about bow 10 coo1inue p.i'Owiug the club he so 
cherished and wished to see flourish. lu a phone t .all about the dub 's upco1U.it1g semester, be 
reminded me 10 always advocate for Buddhist spa~s on camJ>tLS, as Ibey represenl one of the 
most valuable places to eott3ge in meaningful cooversations in ru1 iucreasi.ugly divided 
community. Mobseu understands jusl how impactful Buddhis.1 practice and spiril\lality can be for 
our Columbia community. drawing us together when others anempt to draw us apart. 

\Vbeoever I run iu10 Mobseu ru·otllld campus, be always p;reets me by saying,, .. Hello, my 
brother." He Un.mediately brings me i1110 kinship with hhu. lenioi me know tba1 lie sees me as a 
part of his broader family, This is how he views all people. He is a bumauiz.ing force 10 all those 
who come into con1acl with him. Al our weekly meditation on April 171h. we opened 1he SJ)ace 
for members 10 share !heir ex])eriences with Mohsen. Member tipon member shared the liglu 1h~1 
Mohsen brougbl 10 1beir lives, Our collllDunity is distressed at his absence. I urge the court to 
ple~.se 1-elease our de-ru· ft'iend Mobs.e-1i Mahdawi and 1-erum him to bis home- and 1he conlllumi1y 
he has buiJt. \Ve wouJ<l like to med.irate alongside birn ag.ain. 

I <led.are that she above s1a1emeo1s ru·e all uue and co1rec1 to 1be best of my knowledge and 
ability. 

Sincerely, 

AJejru1dto Menjiva,· 
Columbi3 Uuiversily Undergroduate S1udent and Co-President of the Columbia University 
Buddhist Associaliou 
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Mlchae-1 Santi Keezing 
336 Pad<vtlO Rond 
Shell>urnc Faus.MA 01370 
(929)313-7023 

April 18, 2025 

To Whom It May COncem: 

I am writing to voice my strong support for the request by Mohsen Mahdawi's 
attorneys lhat h& 00 re-leased on ball immediately. MOhsen is a person of 
exceptional character and dignity, with an outstanding reputation fOf integrity 
and deep lies to muttfple k>cal communities. He Is not a risk to society or a 
flight risk-on the contrary. he Is an asset to our sodety-and he has no reason 
to leave his currentjuriSdicUon. He has be-en &ec-used or no Crim'-' and has 
violated no condition of his residency. He shouJd be released lmmedtatety. 

I'll say a few words about myself and my relatlonstilp to and knowledge of 
MOhSen. I am a writer and teaeher on Buddhtst and rCNated themes. a Buddhist 

practlUoner who ts also an American .Jew, and for the past eight years (until my 
recent decision to disrobe), a Bucfdhlsl monastic. After a long career as a 
writer, editor. and college writing Instructor (most recently at Amherst College 
in Massachusetts), I lived, trained, and ordained as a monastic at Temple 

Fore-st Monas1ery in Temple, New Hampshlre. I then served f0r tht&e yearS 
(2020~2023) as a resident monk et a Theravada Buddhist temple In New York 
City. In addition to my pastoral work in the temple community. I frequently led 
meditation programs and gave talks around the city. 

In lhls capacity, I was invited 10 lead meditation sessions for the Columbia 
University Buddh.lst Association (CUBA). a large. active student organization of 
which MoMen was president I led sessions co.facilitated by him three or four 
times, enjoyed several extended personal conversations with him, and 
Interacted extensively with hjs peers and other teachers during visits with 
CUBA each semester for three years. I have also researched Mohsen's o.rrrent 
$ltuation extensively for a piece I am writing to support efforts to free him (I 
pubUsh on 8uddhiSt themes. most recenuy in the Buddhist journal Tricycle 
under the name Bhlkkhu (monk) Santi}; this has entailed surveyingjoumalism 
on Mohsen. speaking wtth his associates. and studylng his publ!c 
appea(ances. 

B~sed on my person111 experience of MOhsen over time. my extensive network 
of friendships with his peers and other teach~ 8'ithe ctear public record of 
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his &Ct.ions. ideas, and values, I as-sett my strong conviction that Mo~n is a 

dedicated and gifted community leader devoled to Suddh.ist values of mutual 
respect and understanding. social harmony, and peaceful social progress. 
Mohsen Is lhe opposite of caricatures that have been put forward of him as 
some k.ind of uoublemaker or antisemlte. As opposed to a flight risk, he is the 
kind of petSon who runs towards problems to try to h~p solve them through 
mutual understanding and cooperatJon. As opposed to an antlsemlte. Mosen 
put himself forward bravely and publlc.ly to condemn antlsem1tlc voices during 
the Columbta campus protests against the war In Gaza. As opposed ton 
divisive trouble-maker, he ts a bridge-buUder devoted to co-operative, wif\.win 

solutions to our common problems, lncJudlng the Israel/Pates tine conflict {as a 
recent New York Times article exhaustfvely demonstrates1i 

MohSen devoted a t,emendOus amount of time and effort to fostering the 
Buddhist communfty at Columbia, In addition to my own visit to CUBA as a 
Theravada monastic, he facm1ated visits from teachers from dtverse Buddhist 
tr8ditions and perSpectives (in contrast to groups on many c:tJmpu-se-s that tend 
to focu.s more natrowty). He spearheaded-as multiple friends and staff at 
Columbia have attested to me-a large, successful, new annual celebration or 
the Buddhist holiday Vesak at Columbia, for which he organized extensive 
coUaboration with external BuddhiSt otganlzallons. He made it hiS pe,sonal 

mission to expose t'li.s fellow students at Columbia to Buddhist Ideas and 
values, and to make CUBA "'a welcoming home for all students seeking Inner 
growth and deeper connections," 

These are not the activitfes or someone who is a rtsk to society or a flight risk. 
They are the actMtles of someone dedicated to and deeply Invested In his 
communlfy, and In values entirely supportive of-and Indeed, essential to-a 
democratic: American society. I strongly support the release of Mohsen 
Mahdawl. 

I dedare that the above statements are all true and correct to the besl of my 
knowledgQ and &bility. 

Michael Santi Keezlng 

liups://'v.tiNw.nytfmes.com/2025/04/16.myreglon/~ ~ ctl\ltst•mahdawt-lce-pa.lestln 
Ian.html 
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Buddhist Association of the United States 
2020 Route 301 • Carmel, NY 10512 – U.S.A. 

Le er of tes mony on behalf of Mr. Mohsen Mahdawi 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am wriƟng this leƩer as tesƟmony to the character and religious faith of Mohsen Mahdawi, 
the Columbia University student of PalesƟnian ethnicity who was detained by ICE officials this 
past week and stands at risk of deportaƟon back to his place of origin, the West Bank of the 
PalesƟnian territories.  

Before I conƟnue with my tesƟmony, let me say a few words about myself. I am an American 
Buddhist monk of Jewish ethnicity, born in 1944. I have been a member of the Theravada 
Buddhist monasƟc order for 52 years. I grew up in Brooklyn, New York, in a secular Jewish 
family. I obtained a BA in philosophy from Brooklyn College (1966) and a PhD in philosophy from 
Claremont Graduate University (1972). While in graduate school I encountered Buddhism both 
through reading and through friendship with a Vietnamese Buddhist monk studying at 
Claremont. AŌer compleƟng my doctorate, I traveled to Sri Lanka, where I was ordained as a 
novice monk in 1972 and took full ordinaƟon in 1973.  

I am best known as a Buddhist scholar and translator of Buddhist texts from Pali (an ancient 
Indian language) into English. My translaƟons of the Buddhist scriptures are widely known and 
considered authoritaƟve by both scholars and lay Buddhists. I am also a strong advocate of 
social jusƟce, humanitarian service, and human rights. While living in Sri Lanka, I became the 
president and editor of the Buddhist PublicaƟon Society (1984-2010).  

AŌer returning to the United States in 2002, I founded an organizaƟon, Buddhist Global Relief, 
which provides relief from chronic hunger, malnutriƟon, and poverty to communiƟes in need 
around the world—from Mongolia and Cambodia to HaiƟ and Peru. I have been serving this 
organizaƟon as chairperson since its founding in 2008. In 2013, I was elected president of the 
Buddhist AssociaƟon of the United States, which is based at Chuang Yen Monastery, a large 
monasƟc complex near Carmel, New York.  

I have had only one personal meeƟng with Mr. Mahdawi, a Zoom conversaƟon that we held 
probably in August 2024. The president of the New York Buddhist AssociaƟon, Doyeon Park, 
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brought us together. We arranged to meet over Zoom and we had a conversaƟon that lasted 
about an hour or ninety minutes.  

AŌer he introduced himself, Mr. Mahdawi told me that he had encountered me through one of 
my books, The Buddha’s Teachings on Social and Communal Harmony, which deeply resonated 
with him. Our conversaƟon partly touched on the protests that had taken place on the 
Columbia University campus during the spring semester of 2024. Mr. Mahdawi was one of the 
leaders of the protest movement. During the spring, I watched live video coverage of the 
protests, and for the most part I could observe that the early campus protests were peaceful, 
orderly, and respecƞul. They brought together Muslim, Jewish, and other students in a spirit of 
harmony, mutual respect, and true fellowship—a shared commitment to peace and jusƟce in 
the Middle East. The protests outside the university, in the nearby streets, conveyed a very 
different feeling, and I was troubled by some of the slogans being shouted.   

The major excepƟon to the peaceful nature of the campus protests was the occupaƟon of 
Hamilton Hall by a small, rowdy, splinter group that broke away from the main protest 
movement. Both Mr. Mahdawi and I agreed in deploring this acƟon, which we thought violated 
the original spirit of the protests and distracted from their aim. Mr. Mahdawi told me that he 
had opposed such tacƟcs and felt disheartened when they took place. 

From my discussion with Mr. Mahdawi, it was perfectly clear to me that his faith in Buddhism is 
deep and honest and that he takes the ethical principles of Buddhism as the guidelines to his 
life. He told me how he came to embrace Buddhism, an unusual move for a PalesƟnian. During 
his youth on the West Bank, he saw his uncle and best friend shot before his eyes by the Israeli 
security forces. The Israeli forces also executed several of his cousins. These events provoked in 
him both anger and inner grief, which persisted when he came to the U.S. He did not know how 
to handle these painful emoƟons, which he felt gnawing at the core of his soul. When, however, 
he encountered Buddhism, he found in the Buddha’s teachings the means to control these 
emoƟons and channel them to construcƟve ends. He told me that Buddhism had uƩerly 
transformed his life. 

The Buddha’s ethical teachings are founded on the principle of non-violence, demanding non-
injury by way of bodily acƟon, speech, and thought. The first Buddhist precept requires 
refraining from injuring any living being—animals as well as humans—and Buddhist ethical 
values stress the centrality of love, compassion, paƟence, and generosity. During our discussion, 
I could see that Mr. Mahdawi took these precepts and values to heart. Through his pracƟce of 
meditaƟon, he told me, he learned to transmute anger into paƟence and hatred into 
forgiveness and love. Such experience aroused in him a strong desire to promote both jusƟce 
and reconciliaƟon among all those torn apart by long-standing enmity.  

He told me that the moƟvaƟon behind his involvement in the Columbia protests was not hatred 
but love: love for his own people, the PalesƟnians, but also love for the Jewish people, toward 
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whom he bore no ill will. He hoped that the violence and killing on both sides would stop so 
that a genuine reconciliaƟon would occur. And he envisioned a future when PalesƟnians and 
Jews would be able to live together in peace.

In our discussion, he referred to an incident that he has also menƟoned in recorded videos I 
have seen of him. During one of the protests, a protestor who was not a member of the core
protest group shouted, “Down with the Jews!” (He actually used a profanity that I won’t use 
here.) When he heard this, Mr. Mahdawi approached that person and told him that he should 
not say this, that he was undermining their cause. He stressed that his aim in leading the 
protests was to bring PalesƟnians and Jews together in a shared commitment to peace, not to 
pit one side against the other. He said that he saw PalesƟnian liberaƟon and Jewish safety as 
closely intertwined, such that neither side could be truly free unƟl both sides are free. 

From my conversaƟon with Mr. Mahdawi, and videos of him I have seen on YouTube, I am firmly 
convinced—beyond even the Ɵniest dust-mote of doubt—that he is a man of peace, high moral 
vision, and a firm commitment to the ethics of love, compassion, and forgiveness. I was shocked 
and deeply saddened to read about his arrest, especially in view of the circumstances under 
which it took place.  Far from being a danger to our country, I believe Mr. Mahdawi would be an 
extraordinary asset. As an American ciƟzen, he could make immense contribuƟons to the cause 
of peace and social harmony, bringing together hosƟle groups in a quest for mutual 
understanding. He is a person who, in my view, truly stands for our naƟonal credo, “with liberty 
and jusƟce for all.” 

I sincerely hope that Mr. Mahdawi will be quickly released from detenƟon, granted American 
ciƟzenship, and permiƩed to graduate from Columbia University so he can enter the master’s
program in InternaƟonal RelaƟons—a program into which, I believe, he was already accepted. 

I declare that the above statements are all true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Thank you for your aƩenƟon to this leƩer.

Sincerel  ours, 

Ven. Bhikkhu Bodhi
President
Buddhist AssociaƟon of the United States

y y
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"Dema.u<l fol' lmruedia1e Release or t-.fohseu MahdBwi and Other UolawfulJy Detai1led 
h\dividuals" 

.. April 18, 2025)1,• 

We. 1be undersigned one hundred (Ind thirty five Buddhisl te(ltbers, prnc1i1iouers. and supporters 

of hlunan 1i£,Lus, write with profound ala.I'm tegal'din~ 1be lllljusl de1entiou of Mobseo 1'.fabdawi. 
a Columbia Uui\!ersity student penuaneut U.S. ,·esident for ten years, and fonner pt'esideu1 of 

the Cohunbia U1ljvecsi1y Buddhisl Associa1io1l. 

On Apnl 14, 2025~ Mohsen J,..fahdawi arrived at tbe U.S. Citizeoship aud liwnig.ratioo Services 

office Lil \·el'lnont forwha1 should have been a cuhninatingmoine1u in his decade.long.jotutley 

1oward Arneric.an citizenship. lllstead, be was handcufl'oo and taken away by ICE ageols who 

refused 10 disclose his des1.in.a1foo or leg.n.l status-a tmwu.1tic violation of diguity lhat no hluuan 

being should eodm-e. 

The circwustances of Mohs.en's detNnion reveal a disttu'bine, paueni ofhmn.a.11 tights abuses: 

I. ••violation of Due Process••; As a legal pennaoenl resident s ince 201 S with no criminal 

cha~es. Mobsen's deteotion at his own citizenship intel'View repl'esents au exttaordinruy breach 

of legal nonus and basic hum.ao die,nity. 

2. ••Targeted Political Repression••: lo.is detention aJ)pears to be direct retaliation for 1'.fohseo's 

coustilutioua.lly prolected speech advocatin~ fol' PaJe,stinian hwuaJl tights-a dan~erous 
precedent that threatens rbe fowldatio1l.al freedo1:ns upon which out socieiy ~pends. 

3. ••Silencing a Voice for Peooe••; Mohsen has demoustraled consistent co1mui1wen1 10 

Buddhist ptillciples of llOllviolellce and compassion. He actively built bridges berween 

couunuoities and direc1ly confronted antisemiliStu, once leading s1udents to remove a bedder 
who shouted antisemitic du-ea1s ai a rnUy while 1baoking ''Jewish b1'0tbets and sisters who stand 

with us." 

4. ••Bipa.r1isan Coode1UL\.atioo .. : Vemlon1's congressional delegatio11-Seoator Bemie- Sa.n<lets, 

Senator Pe1er Welch, and Representative Becca Balin1- bave wlequivocally dell<Hu\ced this 

action as "imllloml, inhumaJle and illegal," de1u.'mding J\fobseu's i1llll1ediate release. 
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Mohsetl's case is not isolaled bul patl of au escalat.iog patten, of detentions tatget.iog those who 

exetci.se dlelt rigb1 10 ftee expression. lllis i1\dudes J,..labmoud Khalil and Rtw1eysa Oz.turk, 

s llnilatly detained after sp,eakini ou1, aod Kiltner Abte!l,O Garcia, who temai11s impt'isouM io El 

Salvador despite Supreme Court otders m.andalill~ his tellu1110 the United States. 

These actious l'eveal a systematic assault oil human tights th.al should cooeeJ'u every pets0u of 

conscienee, 1-e,gardfoss of political affiliatioo or religious belief. Wheo a p.ovenuue:111 iatgets 

individuals based 0111heir idemity and peaceful advocacy, the fou11da1ioo of de1nocratic. socie1y 

itself is threatened. 

As Buddhists. we ,eco.gnize I.he Uuetcor1.11ec1edness of au beiog.s. When 011e person's rights are 

violated, all of hwnanity 1s dimio.ished. llle ft·eedom to speak b11tb witboul fear or persecution 1s 

not me1·el)' a leg.al priociple-i1 is esse,uiaJ 10 humat\ <li~ni1y and collective libel'ation➔ 

We the,erore make rbese wgen1 dem,·tnds: 

I. 11,e Umnediate telease of Mohsen Mahdawi a11<l all othe,-s similarly detained ror ptot~ted 

speech 

2. FuU mi1-.spai·eocy ,egardiog 1he legal jlLStHic.ation fo1· these de1en1ioos 

3. Concrete assw-aoccs d:un due process l'ights will be respec.ted iu all iuunigro1ion procet.--dings 

4. Ao immediate eod to the. targeti.og of activists based ou tbei1· ideu1ity or prn1eded expression 

We sta11d in wnvaveri.og. solidarity with chose whose voic.es h1we beeo sileoced and whose 

fr~dotll bas beeo uoju.stly 1aken. llleir suffet'i.ng is our suffeting, Their freedom is our freedom. 

TI>eit h\unaojry is out shared humanity. 

We call upoo all who value compassion. justice, and bmnan dig.ail)' to joio us in speaking out 

The tinle for sileoce bas passed. 11le moment for mo,-al cournie has aiTived. 

Ii\ s1eadfas1 <"Om.tniunein 10 justice aod bun:uu1 dignity, 

Sincerely. 
Rev. Dosbln Mako Voelkel 
Rev. Beu Connelly. Mirwesota Zen Meditation Cenler 
Rev. Jisan Tova Green. San Francisco Zen Center 
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Rev. Zen.sh.in Greg Fain, Be1Xelcy Zen Cellter 
Rev. Kakusb.iu JiJJ Kaplau 
Sallje Jiko Tisdale. Oba.rm.a Raiu Zen Center of Po11land 
Judy Roil.man (Zell M.as1e-r Bou Hne) 
Rev. Eido Fnmces Carney 
Rev. Susan Myoyu Andersen. Greal Plains Uu (C;'nler 

Rev. Jisbo \Varner 
Rev. Joan Jiko Halifax 
Rev. Chris Fot'tin , Obal'l:na Hea11 Zeu .. Everyday Zeu fotu-tdation 
Rev. Tenl'U Ruff. Beacon Ze11 Telllple 
Rev. Keido S•u 'Ull Phillips. Emply Sl')' Sangllll 
Rev. Misha Sbuugeu Merrill. Zea Hean S:mg:lm 
Mru:y Koopman. Evety 0.y Zen 
Rev. Bussho Lahn, Flying Cloud Zeu 
Rev Daigan Gaither 
Rev. Nenzen Patnela Brown. Los Gatos, Califol'lli~ 
Rev. Ooruyo Bud.:, Bripu Way Zeu 
Rev. Sbosbin Cynthia Zieglet, Sellwood Soto Zen., Ot-e@01i 

Rev. M. Denis Lahey, Hat1iord Strttt Zen Ceiner 
Dan Myoen Birnbawn, 
Rev. Reosbin Bunce. Bei,inne(s Mind Zen of Eurek,, 
Rev. Eugeae Bush Santa Crnz and Arc3ta Zea Ceuters­
Rev. Sbosan Atts1in 
Rev. Elko Josbin Atkins(nl 
Rev. Nomon Tim Bun1e11, Red Cedar Ze11 Co1nmuni1y. Bellingham, \VA 

Rev, Taig..en Dau Leighton, Ancient Dragon Zc-o Gate, Cbicag_o 
Rev. Hakuseu Gendo Field. Upper Valley Zen, VT 
Rev. Hobu Beal3 Chapman. NolVaUs Zen. Asbl(llld. OR 
Rev. Peg Syverson. ApJ:,..'UDada. Austin. TX 
Rev lnryO Ponce-Barger .. \Vashingtou DC 
Rev. Myozc1l Joan Amaral Zen Center Nottb Shore, MA 
Rev. Shincbi Linda Galijau. Bel'keley Zeo Cen1er, CA 
Rev. Myo-0 Marilyn Habenuas~Scber~ Clouds ln \\later Zen Cenler'. ?vlN 
Rev. Hogen Bays, Gre31 Vow Zen Monastery. OR 
Rev. Jan Cbozeo Bays. Greal Vow Zen Monastery, OR 
Rev. Sbinryu TholllSOn. , NY 
Julie Seido Nelson. Gre.11er Boston Zen Ceuler. MAJ 
Rev. Tenzeu David Zimmel'manRev. Neri Mushiu Pareld1 
Rebecca Li 
Abby Musluu Terris, Sangha Jewel Zen Ce11ter~ OR 
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Rev. Cynthia Ryotao Kear, Greai Spil'il Smliha., San Fmodsco 
Rev. Sat-a Huusakel', Mon1erey Bay Zeu Center, Motue:tey/Car1:oel, CA 
Rev. Rev. Ryushul Audrea Thach. Berkeley Zen Ceute-i' 
Rev. Rcogetsu Edie Bfown, Bl'itisb Columbia, Canada 
Rev. Mary Ann Sacksleder, Everyday Zen, Dliamm Hean Zen 
Rev. Sunyaua Graef. Venuonl Zea Ceo1er. Shelburne. VT 
Rev. Taishin .h.ficb,1el Augustin 
Rev. Sauriki Jaramillo. Montm\a de Sileocio, Medellin. Colombia. 
Rev. DiatJe Eshin Rizzc110, Oak1and, CA 
Rev. Melissa Myozen Blacker, BowlCUess Way Zeu Temple, \Vom!-ster, MA 
Rev. Geoffrey Shugeo An1old. Zen Mow1tai1\ Monas1ery, Mt. Tremper, NY 
Rev.Pal Eok-yo O"Rora .. NYC 
Joel Sanna. ApJ>amada.. Austin TX 
Rev.Reirio Gumbel 
jacob selryo gendelmau, warwic.k zendo/Yokoji Zen Mowilain Center 
Rev. Geujo MatfoeUo. abbot ofChobo-Ji Z-e11 Ceoter. Seattle. WA 
Rev. Kenshin Catherllle Cascade. Bird Haven Zendo, Eu~ene. OR 
Rev. Ri11zao Pechovnik, abbot ofNo-Rallk Zen Temple. Po11lnud, OR 
Patricia Wolff. Mollterey Bay Zen Ccmer. Mo1uerey, California 
Rev. Michael Sboryu Fieleke. Liviu,g Vow Zen. Newton. MA 
Rev. Kaozan Bruce Fortin. Occidea1ol Laguna Zen Sangha. Occidenlol Ca. 
Rev. Sboho Michael Newllall, Jikoji Zen Cenler. Los Galos. CA 
Rev. Pat1ick Kennyo Dm1.n, Mud Lon1s Sangha, Coltuubus. OH 
Rev. Daig.aku RummeAlan Sanby6 Richardson. Bouodless Way Z-en Temple, \Vorcester, MA 
Debt-a Seido ?\far1in, Ze11 West. Eugene. OR 
RRev. Tom Db.am1a•Joy Reiche11, Zen Center of Los A11g.eles. Los Angeles, CA 
Rev. Kareu DeCotis. Sau Antonio Zen Center 
Rev. KidO Ian Case. Brooklyn Zen Center 
Rev Joan Hogelsu Hoeberichts. Hem CU'cle Zeu. Tibmon. CA 
Ji Haeng Zen MaslerKwao Um School of Zen Zen Center of L.'ls Veg.is 
MAt'Sball White. JDPSN, Kwan Um School of Zen, ~rkeley CA 
Michael Kie~ut, Honolulu, Hl 
Rev. Mark Morris. Hean Circ.1e Zell. Hackensack, NJ 
Bernie Rhie, \ViUiruustown Zen Group, Williamstown. MA 
Matthew Keeler JDPSN. Kwan Um School of Zen, New Yod. .NY 
Ji HyllllS PodlllO. Buddhist Cb.1plai11, Boulder. CO 
Rev. Zeuki Mary Mocine. Founding Teacher Vollejo Zen Center (for ideoti.ficatiou ou]y. not on 
behalf of Ceme,·) 
Rev. Dae Jaang James Casebolt, Belmonl L-n Ce11ter. SI. Clairs\!ille. OH 
Kim MosJey, Appamada, A llSlin, TX 

JA 84 

 Case: 25-1113, 07/14/2025, DktEntry: 105.1, Page 87 of 256



2:25-cv-00389-gwc Document 19-1 Filed 04/22125 Page 36 of 204 

Sblll'yu Vitells. Dhann.1 Raill Zen Ce,uer, Ponland OR 

Rev. Jisho Siebe11, A1nes. V\ 
Charlie Kol'in Pokomy. Bl'ooL:.lyn Zeu Ceutel', NY 
Rev. Kodo Con.lfo. S:uJt.a Cruz, CA 
Rev. Josho Pal Phelan 
Reverend Tanya Wiser. San Carlos CA 
Rev. Peter van der Sterre. Oak Street Sanctuary, San Francisco and Boise ID. 
Rev. Myozan Kodo Kilroy. 
Zeo f,.faster Hye Mun 

Joseph Bobrow 
Rev. Dawn NeaJ, Sruu.a Cruz CA 
Rev. Kirsten Rudestam, White Salmon WA 
Rev. Or. Daijalm Kiust 
J\lken Zach fehsl. Clouds in Waler Zen Cenier, St, Paul. MN 
Rev. Shinshu Robens 
Rev. Omyu Kennedy 
Rev. Hogetsu Laurie Belze-r. Ancient Dragoo Zen Gate. Chicago, [L 
SC'(ISei Eihei Naofu 
Rev. KeidG Thotland 
Rev. Rolmgo Cas1oldo. Soji Zen Cealer. Lnnsdowoe PA 
Rev. Zeuku Smyers. Mission Mountain Zen Center. Dayton MT 
Rev. G-eusan Kristopher Thomson. Berkeley Zen Ceo1er in 
Rev. Mary Grace 01'r 
Rev. Teshin Sweger. Nonh Carolina Zen CetHCt 

Rev Getry Shisbiu \Vick, Bet'tboud, CO 
Rosbi Eve r-.tarlm. Zen Peacemaker Order 
Rev Mei EUiou. San1a Cruz CA 
Daya Golclschlag. Stonewillow Zendo. Spokane, WA 
Rev. Geido Aon Grossman. O.,Jn,y Beach. Florida 
Rev No1103.11 Fischer 
Rev. Li.z Powell. Castle Piiles., CO 
Jason Aylswo11h, Zell Cemer North Shore. MA 
Rev. Hol-y Enso Chuck Hmchcraft 
Rev. Sbelley Gault Sama Barbaro. Califomia 
Rev. Ying Chen. Los Altos. Cru.ifomia 
Barb:ml Rhodes Kwan Um School of Zoo 
Laurie \VlDDeHe. Appamad.1. Ausrin. Texas 
Dr. \Viii Holcomb, Heai1laod Zen, SL Lou.is. Missouri 
Rafe Joan Manln 
Kodo Cooover. Zen Teacher/P1'ies1.Heru·t of Wisdom Zen Temple. Po11land , OR 
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Rev. Jundo Cohen, Tr~leafZendo 

Rev. Jawes lshruael Ford, Empty Moon Zell 
Ja.J.le Steiube:rg. LZTA. 
Rev. M.ark Kiz.1.0 Shoieo Bloodgood, Sau Lu.is Obos-po. CA 
Rev. Jodo Clusin. Prairie Mouotaio Zen Center. Longmont. CO 
Roshi Deirdre Eisho Pe1erso11, Red Rocks Zen Circle, Sedona. AZ 
Roshi Anne Seiseo ~uoders 
Roshi D Allen, Canuel. CA 
Lany Trussell. Heal't of Wisdoru Zell Temple. Po11laJ1d OR 
Haun.ab Sullivan. Red Cedar Ze-11 Comruwiity. Bellii1gharu WA 
Rev. Kusa Ivan Maye1ilofer. Comelius. NC 
Rev. Sessei Meg Levie 
Myogeu Katherine Stark 

All Zeu Cente.r aud Te'lllple names Lisled are for ideatif:icatioo only. nol on behalf of these 
lustim1ions. 

J A 86 

 Case: 25-1113, 07/14/2025, DktEntry: 105.1, Page 89 of 256



EXHIBIT 1  

2:25-cv-00389-gwc     Document 19-1     Filed 04/22/25     Page 38 of 204

JA 87

 Case: 25-1113, 07/14/2025, DktEntry: 105.1, Page 90 of 256



To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing this letter in support of Mr. Mohsen Mahdawi. I’ve had the privilege of knowing 
Mohsen personally and witnessing the depth of his commitment to Buddhist practice, 
community-building, and service during our time together at Columbia University.

We first connected through our shared interest in meditation and contemplative practice. From 
the beginning, Mohsen struck me as someone with a calm, intentional presence—deeply curious 
and sincere in his spiritual path. What has always stood out is not only his dedication to his own 
practice, but his ongoing effort to create inclusive, accessible spaces for others to engage with 
Buddhism and mindfulness.

As president of the Columbia University Buddhist Association (CUBA), Mohsen took on a 
leadership role with quiet strength and vision. He organized regular meditation gatherings, 
initiated thoughtful dialogue across traditions, and played a major role in bringing our 
community together. One event I particularly remember is the 2023 Vesak celebration, which he 
co-organized in collaboration with the Buddhist Council of New York. It was a moving and 
joyful gathering that reflected Mohsen’s values of interdependence, inclusivity, and deep spiritual 
care.

Beyond his public contributions, I’ve gotten to know Mohsen on a personal level. He has stayed 
at my home multiple times, and I’ve come to know him as someone of integrity, humility, and 
kindness. He carries himself with gentleness and thoughtfulness, always offering support to 
others without seeking recognition in return. His presence in our community has made a genuine 
and lasting impact.

I affirm that the above is true to the best of my knowledge.

Warmly, 
Kevin Gunaratna

Class of 2024 Columbia University 

+1 206 992 5931
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April 18. 2025 

To WhOm It May Concern: 
There Is no greater honor I can think of In this particular hlstorlcal moment than writing 
this affidavit In support of my colleague In peace-making, Mohsen Mahwadl. 

I am 15"'etl-Arnerican. I met Mohsen two times, Jan 29th and March 12th 2025. at 
Zoom/in-person meetings with Mohsen and a group of Israelis, from Columbia University and 
othe!Wlse. I was attend"19 the meetings on Zoom. The aim or the meetings was 10 meet 
Mohsen, get to know his detailed plan for a two state solution with an eventual aim for a solution 
in the form of federation. The meetings were in service of Mohsen oonnecting with Israelis. for 
us to get to know his detailed plan for a diplomatic and just solution in 15"'eUPaiestine. ask 
questions (including many challenging questions) and engage in a meaningful conversation. 
The aim was (and for me Is) a workplan - through joint struggle of bOth Palestinians and 
Israelis. I so deeply and strongly believe in the way Mohsen was advocating for peace and 
justice and rm proud to have known him before he was detained. 

At such a painful and drvislve time for Palestinians and ISt&ells. I was incredibly impressed by 
Mohsen's wish to connect with us, plan with us and organize W'ith us. I shared with my partner 
many times that I was deeply and profoundly strucK by our meetings together. She can anest 10 

haw many times 1 have repeated this to her. due to my excitement at knowing him and his 
polttics. I left both meetings elated. possibly the most joyful and hopeful I have been since the 
massacre or October 7th 2023. I had real hOpe - hOpe for a future for bOth Palestinians and 
Israelis in true safety, equality and freedom. I had hope that we could find real partners in peace 
that resist the Israeli state but see the humanity In us and In everyone In the land. I had 
hopes that through his leadership, our coalition could expand. 

As a practicing Buddhist (Kadampa Meditation Center NYC). I couldn't help but notice that 
everything abOut Mohsen·s approach was emanating the gOOd qualijies I associate with my 
practice: compassion, incredible patience, wisdom and kindness. I didn't know Mohen was 
Buddhist until his un)tJst and unlawful arrest - but I can say with great oonfide,,ce that I 
recognized the qualities ol a true Buddhist p,actitioner In his polrtics. Everything about his 
politics and his manner of speaking was always rooted in k>ve, in seeing each other's humanity. 
He·s a very patient listener and his style of communication is incredibly gentle. 

Mohsen was tJying to forge this new path that I was so desperately seeking. A ttue path for 
justice and peace. I beiieve Mohsen·s arrest endangers us an. it is negative for lsraeUs as well 
as Palestinians when moderate and pragmatic voices such as him are silenced. I sincerely hope 
Mohsen is released. His presence in our community is so profoundty necessary right naw. 

I declare that the above statements are all true and correct to the best of my ability. 

Nadav Nazarathy '..J:'G ) 
'--''Wl_tJ 
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I, Rose Clubok, depose and state as follows: 
 
I am an individual of sound mind and legal age. I make this declaration based on my personal 
knowledge and relationship with Mohsen Mahdawi, an undergraduate student at Columbia 
University. I am a current junior at Barnard College of Columbia University studying History. I 
am also in the process of getting a second B.A. from the Jewish Theological Seminary in Jewish 
Thought. I am a member of Hillel on campus and regularly attend the Conservative minyan. I 
have worked as a Jewish educator and programming coordinator for Congregation Agudas 
Achim in Bexley, Ohio and Kehilat Hadar/Shaare Tzedek on the Upper West Side. In addition to 
teaching classes on Judaic studies on Shabbat mornings for the past eight years, I have 
individually tutored Bar and Bat Mitzvah students at Agudas Achim and at the Jewish 
Community Project in New York City. 
 
I met Mohsen last semester. I was immediately struck by his empathy and serenity. He was 
articulate in his expression and evidently extremely committed to his principles of humanism and 
nonviolence. We discussed his activism and his vision for the world. He emphasized the 
necessity of Jewish safety in attaining Palestinian safety. We also talked about the Zionist 
kibbutznik summer camp I grew up attending and will return to this summer in a leadership 
position. We discussed how this camp could teach us about the kind of world he wants to build. 
Talking with him, I felt entirely safe and respected as a student with ties to the Jewish and 
Zionist communities. Mohsen has eased tensions on campus, not increased them. For his sake 
and the sake of the Columbia community, Mohsen needs to be allowed to remain in the United 
States and return to campus. I urge the relevant authorities to release him and allow him to return 
to his studies. 
 
I submit this declaration in good faith and in support of Mohsen Madawi, affirming his positive 
addition to campus life, his unwavering principles of nonviolence and care for humanity, and his 
thoughtful and calm presence.  
 
I affirm that the statements made in this declaration are true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge and belief. 
 
Rose Clubok 
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April 19th, 2025 

My name is Jacob Solomon. I am currently a graduate student at columbia and consider myself 
a close friend of Mohsen Mahdawi’s. I am writing this affidavit to attest to his good character. I’d 
like to tell you about my background to better communicate the significance of this friendship to 
me as well as what I have to say about Mohsen’s character. 

I attended a small Jewish day school from nursery to 8th grade. Most of my classmates and all 
of my Hebrew teachers were Israeli. From a young age we learned about the terrifying ways 
that Jews were tortured and killed in 17th century Ukraine and systematically exterminated in 
Nazi Germany, among many other historical traumas of the Jewish people. We inherited the 
deep fear resulting from these dark periods in our history. We learned about Israel from the 
Jewish Israeli perspective, centered around the idea of finally being safe, and the fear and pain 
when this perception of safety was ruptured. We inherited the secondhand trauma of bomb 
shelters, stabbings, bus bombings, and the experience of living in fear of a neighbor you believe 
wants to kill you for being a Jew.  

In college I took a course taught by an Israeli professor that exposed me to Israel from the 
Palestinian perspective. I learned of the violent massacres of Palestinian civilians by Israel’s 
early paramilitary groups, the ethnic cleansing plainly documented in the orders of these same 
groups, and the increasingly harsh and unjust policies that Palestinians are subjected to by 
Israel’s government. This learning deepened my empathy for Palestinians but, as is the case for 
most Jews who inherited these generational traumas, the deep fear of a people I believed 
broadly supported violence towards Jews persisted. 

I met Mohsen during the second year of my PhD at Columbia, when my roommate invited him 
over for tea. His warmth, openness and genuine kindness made me like him immediately, but 
when he shared that he is Palestinian and grew up in the West Bank this deeply rooted fear 
seized me. My heart raced like it was trying to escape my chest; I was fearful of what he might 
do if he learned I was Jewish. Still, his warmth and geniality compelled me continue hanging out 
with him. After hanging out with Mohsen a few more times, he called me and asked if I wanted 
to travel to Puerto Rico with him to take sailing courses. I was still fearful of what he might do if 
he learned I was Jewish, but my gut led me to accept his offer and go on this trip with him. On 
the first day of our trip I accidentally divulged to him that I was Jewish, which led to a friendly 
conversation about me being nervous to share this with him. As it turned out, with my classic 
Jewish phenotypes and a name like Jacob Solomon, my Jewish identity was not the well kept 
secret that I thought it was. Mohsen then shared with me his journey from growing up afraid of 
Jews to becoming friends with many Jews when he immigrated to the US, learning that people 
are not the enemy, our real enemies are ignorance, isolation, and fear. 

Mohsen and I became very close friends on that trip and in the three years that have followed. I 
have seen that the warmth, openness and kindness he gives off in a first impression is not an 
act but is genuinely him to the core. Mohsen’s wisdom and genuine desire to listen to and 
understand others have helped me navigate some of the hardest challenges of my life. Beyond 
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this, our f~endshlp has been deeply 1tansformalive for me. Where once I held ignorance. 
isolation and fear towards Palestinians I now feel connection and profound empathy. as well as 
an Imperative to StJPPort this POSltive transfonnation for others and help b<Jlid a better future fO< 
Palestinians and Israelis. 

Outside of our friendship, I have witnessed Mohsen stand up for Jews muttiple times in 
Columbia's community. As a leader of the pro-PaJestinian protest movement he worked to 
pre-vent individual$ from sharing antisemttic statements and imagery by putting into place a rule 
that signs and chants needed to be approved before hand. At a large demonstration in fall of 
2023. when an Individual Sl>O<Jled "fuck the Jews" and "death to Jews· Mohsen grabbed a 
megaphone and loudly opposed these statements, saying •shame on the person who called 
'death to Jews'", MohSen tnen SPOke 10 the ctowd abOUt ·our Jewish brothers and siste,s·. 
affirming that Jews are not enemies of tM pro-Palestinian movement alld helplng to make the 
protest movement a safe and welcoming place for Jews. After this incident Mohsen told top 
COiumbia administrators that anti-Semiti<: incidents could be avoided by re$lrieting access to 
these demonstrations to Columbia affiliates. a precaution which was implemented by the schooJ 
and wccessfull)' reduced the frequency of anll-Semltic expressloos from on-campus protests. 
Mohsen's commitment to dialogue with Israelis and pro--israd individuals led to a rift between 
him and some less open-minded students in the movement which ultimately led 10 him 
separating from the movement in spring of 2024. 

The lie being told about Mohsen now. that his work provokes anti-Semitic sentiment and 
undermines efforts to bring peace to the Middle East is the complete opposite of the truth. For 
tne entirety of tne time that I've known Mohsen he has been c0<npletel)' committed to bringing 
about peace and justice by building human connection and understanding actoss the lines that 
unnecessarily divide us. I personally feel much safer as a Jew on Columbia·s campus because 
of MOhsen, and can attest that his lead~rshlp in Cofumbia•s protest movement nas done more to 
reduce anti.semitism than any other individual on our campus in the foor years I have studied at 
Columbia. 11 is my view that Mohsen·s detention by the state and any auempt 10 depart him is 
compfetety unjust, and anyone with any capacity to influence the situation has a moral 
imperative to work towards his freedom and safety. 

I declare that the above statements are aJI true and correct to the best of my know1edge and 
ability. 

Jacob Solomon 
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April 17, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern: 

My name is Jack Holmgren. I am a U.S. citizen and a friend of Mohsen Mahdawi. I write this 
letter to you now so that you may know more about Mohsen. I write so that you may see him as 
he truly is—compassionate, graceful, and inviting. Mohsen is, if anything at all, an ally of peace 
and love.  

I first met Mohsen at Columbia University in the fall of 2022. We enrolled in the same 
philosophy class, studying morality and ethics. By happenstance, we joined the same review 
session, meeting weekly in a small group.  

It was then that I learned more about Mohsen. Occasionally, as we walked together afterward, he 
would share his past. His eyes belied his always-strong, unshakable confidence. There lay an 
unfathomable pain—the pain of a young boy, now a man, who sees in front of him still the death 
of a childhood friend. I imagine, too, that the pain of a bullet piercing Mohsen’s leg must feel as 
fresh as it did then.  

Mohsen relives those memories. They will never leave him. Yet, he responds with forgiveness 
and love.  

On one particular evening, Mohsen invited me to the Columbia University Buddhist 
Association’s weekly meditation, which he led as President. In a small, carpeted crypt below St. 
Paul’s Chapel, some 20 to 30 students gathered. Each came for a different reason. Together, we 
found meaning. From that day forward, I would attend each Thursday night. I would descend the 
swirling staircase and embrace Mohsen. I would call him a brother. He would welcome me the 
same. Two men from worlds apart, united by a love of life and a compassionate heart. Our 
friendship has since grown deep. I am surely a better man because of it. 

Mohsen began one weekly meeting reflecting on his own relationship with meditation: it grounds 
him and gives him solace. It heals his heart. It offers hope—an inextinguishable hope. I am sure 
he feels that hope even now.  

Once, Mohsen shared a dream with me. He told me how he planned to bring the leaders of all the 
great faiths of the world together. He envisioned a summit for world peace right on campus. If it 
were any other person, I would have laughed. But Mohsen is a man with a vision. I paused, 
looked toward the statue of the Alma Mater, and thought, “Maybe, just maybe he can.” I saw, in 
one quick second, the Dalai Lama, the Pope, and many others united on those steps, hand in 
hand. What a beautiful sight it would be. What a beautiful step toward peace.  

2:25-cv-00389-gwc     Document 19-1     Filed 04/22/25     Page 48 of 204

JA 97

 Case: 25-1113, 07/14/2025, DktEntry: 105.1, Page 100 of 256



This is the kind of man Mohsen is. Through him, I shared meals with Palestinian and Israeli 
students alike. Another time, Mohsen prepared Palestinian dishes for a close friend of his—a 
Rabbi. They exchanged stories from their lives as we ate together, not apart. I have heard 
authentic dialogue and seen genuine understanding. Nowhere else in the world have I found this. 

Of all the people I have had the pleasure of meeting, no one else inspires me so deeply. No one 
else commands so much of my admiration and my respect. No one else is as worthy of calling 
this land their home. Not I, nor anyone. In his absence, I miss him greatly. I am sure many others 
miss him just as much.   

However Mohsen chooses to spend his life, I am certain it will be in pursuit of peace. 

Please, give him the chance.  

I declare that the above statements are all true and correct to the best of my ability. 

Sincerely, 
Jack Holmgren 
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April 18. 2025 
Lener ofSuppotl for l\k Mohseo Mahdawi 

To \Vbout Jt May Cooce,u. 

I write to 1>rovide this affid..·wit of support for Mr. Moh.sen Mahdawi. wbo I consider to be a pru1 
of my solidarity circle. As an lsroeli c:i1izeu and a lawful penu.anenl resident of 1be USA, f am 
dee1>ly concerned aboul the sihlfttioo on the ground back home (mine and Mohsen ·s home) as 
well as here, where both of us established ow· homes as well. As such. I have been spendiJl~ any 
moment J have. beyond my research work. 10 build coalitions with like•miuded people and 
togetlu>:r use our knowledg.e and creativity 10 p.1·01noie nou-viole1u aJternatives 10 1-esolvio~ 1he 
conflict and ensuring safety. freedom. and equality for the Israelis and 1he Palestinians bad.:: 
home. [1 is in Ibis contexl 1ba1 I met Mohsen. and we just l>e~n whal I am hoping will be a 
loog-tenu c0Uaborn1ion aud friendship. 

0 Jl out Zoorn call, which 100k place Oil MaJ'cb 10th 2025, very early Oil i1 was dear 1ba1 we sh.ate 
the basic values alld priociples 11lat guide us in our solidal'ity work. we both believed diat all 1be 

people who live io lstael/Pales1ine are 1hefe to stay and will eventually enjoy 1be s:une safi.'ly, 
rights. alld freedoms. Mohseu Spc<"ific.ally sh.a.red 1.h.111.he a1teo1ion 1ba1 ColuJUbia Uuivetsity is 
getting makes ii an ideal phitJorm to spread a call for a ooo-violeol sustainable plan. which is 
drafted jointly by Pules1iniaos aud lsrnelis. \Ve discussed some of the parruuelers of suc-h a plau1 

aud they were all in line with recognizing. the shared humanity of all. acknowledging lhe lrnlllll3S 

tbal Pales1i11ians aJld Israelis have been accwnula1ing and t osuri1\$ a system d:ia1 would se,,·e 

eve1yone .. Sadly, Mobset.1 's detainmeot bas stopped om· pl'02,l'tSS 3Jld I look forward 10 resuming 
ow· discussions soon. 

As an academic myself. I believe in dialogue. and l belie\'e that campus communities are caJ)able 
and should be encouraged 10 bold discussions about any lopic. especiaHy 1bose dial are di.ffictth 
10 handle in 1he general public sphere. ~·fohsen and I discussed productive ways to foster such 
spaces. and I was looking forward lo inviting him lo my campus. He was ready and more than 
capable 10 listen emphatically. lO 1bink cre:uively, aod to i1lcoq>01·,ue new knowledge i.1110 his 
vision. Aoy day 1ha1 Mob.sell is 1101 allowed 10 be pan of the conve.rsatio1l is a loss to us all. 

I declare lb.al the abo\•e statements are all 1n1e and correct to the bes1 ofmy knowledge. 

Siucerely, 

X·lo £w 
Michal Fux, Ph.D. 
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April 18, 2025

The Honorable Geoffrey Crawford
The United States District Court for the District of Vermont

Dear Judge Crawford,

My name is Josh Drill. I’m an Israeli-American studying for my Master of Science in 
Strategic Communications at Columbia University because I believe it is with our words 
that we make peace. I carry my own trauma from the Israeli/Palestinian conflict, just as 
Mohsen does. Like me, he chooses to work toward reconciliation and peace.

I am a peacebuilder and since December 2024, a group of Israeli and Palestinian students 
at Columbia, including Mohsen, have met every single week. We share personal traumas, 
we listen deeply, and we plan our collective peaceful future together.

What’s so clear about him is his empathy, his morality, and his deep humanity. He 
advocates for peace between our peoples, so that we can end the bloodshed. We spoke 
about reconciling history through empathy and recognizing mutual pain and trauma. This 
month, we had planned to bring Israeli and Palestinian professors at Columbia into our 
growing coalition seeking to create a peaceful and just future.

To deport someone like Mohsen sends a chilling message: that peacebuilders are not 
welcome and that reconciliation is dangerous. It derails the very path we so desperately 
need. It actively works to stop Israelis and Palestinians from meeting and reconciling.
Nonetheless, we will continue our holy work. We will continue holding the torch of hope 
at this dark time, committed to reconciliation and peace. That is our responsibility.

Please uphold justice. Allow Mohsen to continue his important peace work on Columbia 
University's campus.

Sincerely,

Josh Drill
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April 17, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am writing this affidavit in support of my dear friend and colleague, Mohsen Mahdawi. I am an 
undergraduate student at the Jewish Theological Seminary and Barnard, the women’s college of 
Columbia University, and a student leader in the Jewish community at Columbia and Barnard. 

I first met Mohsen on a Zoom call last summer. We were meeting in the context of a group of 
Columbia students, a combination of Israelis, Palestinians, and me, a Jewish American, who 
were looking to bring our campus communities together and create a culture of dialogue and 
acceptance in our place of learning.  

Once the school year began, I finally met Mohsen in person during our weekly group meetings, 
but we soon came to find times to meet outside of our regular work meetings. Indeed, Mohsen 
insisted that the members of the group find times to meet outside of the time we delegated to 
work in order to build trust between us and contribute to our effectiveness regarding our efforts 
to mitigate polarization on campus.  

It was challenging to find extra time in which every group member was free. Because I am an 
observant Jew, I cannot work on the Sabbath or on Jewish holidays. After listening attentively to 
my explanation of these many holidays and why they may present scheduling challenges, 
Mohsen was extremely careful to only choose times in which I would be able to participate in the 
group bonding time. He even went so far as to ensure kosher food options would be available 
anytime we had a meal together, a significantly thoughtful gesture that he made without my 
having to request it. It was clear he cared about my commitment to my Jewish values. 

An additional example of Mohsen’s displayed care toward my Jewish religious affiliation are the 
dozens of Jewish phrases that Mohsen learned, remembered, and used appropriately in order to 
represent his excitement and commitment to engage with both me and his dozens of other Jewish 
friends. Mohsen’s clear and evident respect for me as an individual and as a Jew caused me to 
feel safe and protected in his presence.  

Mohsen has a unique gift that allows him to imagine a future of coexistence, collaboration, 
pluralism, and peace. He is on the path to be a great leader of our time; one who advocates for 
and shares his vision of a future where negotiation will replace war and violence.  

I strongly urge the court to release Mohsen Mahdawi and return him back to his classes, friends, 
and role as a peacemaker in our community. I declare that the above statements are all true and 
correct to the best of my ability. 

2:25-cv-00389-gwc     Document 19-1     Filed 04/22/25     Page 55 of 204

JA 104

 Case: 25-1113, 07/14/2025, DktEntry: 105.1, Page 107 of 256



2:25-cv-00389-gwc Document 19-1 Filed 04/22125 Page 56 of 204 

SU1ce1'ely, 

~ 8-

Rochelle Bennan 

JA 105 
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Friday, April 18, 2025 

Dear Honorable Immigration Judge:  

I, Naor Haim Ben-Yehoyada, depose and state as follows: 

I am an individual of sound mind and legal age. I make this affidavit based on my personal knowledge and 
relationship with Mohsen Mahdawi, a student in the School of General Studies at Columbia University, where 
I teach in the Anthropology department.  

This year, I have had the privilege of meeting Mohsen Mahdawi and speaking with him at length several 
times. We met early this fall (September 2024), close to the beginning of the academic year, after an American 
Jewish colleague of mine suggested that I speak with Mohsen to discuss his ideas for creating bridges of trust 
between Israeli Jews and Palestinians on campus.  

In our first meeting, I learned of Mohsen’s childhood in a refugee camp in the West Bank and of his coming 
to the United States to pursue his studies. Mohsen shared with me his deep commitment to establishing trust 
and bringing about what he called “a new reality of love and peace.” Our first conversation reminded me it 
was possible to hope that Israelis and Palestinians would together pave a path toward transforming our 
shared society and bring about a just and peaceful future.  

Our second meeting, several weeks later (it was still late October), impressed in me even more how crucial 
Mohsen’s leadership and voice were. We discussed his hopes for organizing with his Israeli and American 
Jewish friends on campus a way to reach more Palestinians and Israelis who have been demoralized. 
Mohsen’s emphasis on shared nonviolent protest and cross-community building seemed both much more 
mature and more clairvoyant than most of what was circulating.  

As anyone who has met him would attest, Mohsen is a warm, attentive, and compassionate. I cannot think of 
anyone more who is more sincerely striving for reconciliation and peace than Mohsen Mahdawi. Deporting 
him will not only put him in immediate danger. It will constitute an attack on our collective future and the 
possibility of liberation for all, Palestinians and Israelis.  

I declare that the above statement are all true and correct to the best of my ability. 

Sincerely, 

Naor Ben-Yehoyada 

Associate Professor 
Department of Anthropology 
Columbia University 
462 Schermerhorn Ext. 
nhb2115@columbia.edu  
+1 (212) 854-8936
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Buddhist Council of New York 
BuddhistCouncilNY.org I buddhistcouncifny@gmail.com 

April 16. 202; 

To Whom h May Concern. 

On behalf of 1ht' Buddhjs1 Council of New Yor.k (BCNY). "'°t are wri1ing 10 expteSS our sttoog suppott 
for Mt. Mob.sen Mabdawi. who scr,,-w as Ptesiden1 of the Columbia University Buddhist Assocfation 
(CUBA) from 2022 10 2023. 

Founded in 1985. tht Buddhis1 Council of New York. is an association of more than 30 Buddhist temples 
and saogruts com.mined 10 fostering unity, diologue. and colfaboradon among dh·erse Buddh.is1 
communi1ies throughout New York City. O ur mission is 10 uphold 1bc Buddha's teachings while 
promoting peace. compassion. and justice in society. 

During his time at Columbia. Mr. Mabdawi played a key role in organizing Vesak 2023-a m.3,jor j-Oint 
ceJebration hosted by BCNY and CUBA 10 commemorate 1he Buddha's birth. enlishtenment. and 
passing, His behiod•the•scenes ded:ie3tion and leadel'Ship were in1e8f3l 10 1he success or the e\'ent and 
renected his d«:p commi1men1 10 inclusivity, interfaith colla.bor:uion. and me:t.ningful spiritual 
e:ogagemeru. 

We att. d«-ply concerned that Mr. Mabdawi is now facing strious threats 10 his immigration s1atus due 
10 unfounded accusatioos-includins aUeg,uions or a.nti•Semi1jsm-1b:n are entil'<"ly inconsis1co1 \lith 
the: character and values we: ha\'e oorne 10 know. Throughout our association with him. Mt. Mabdawi 
bas consistently demonstra1ed a oomm.itmen1 10 peace. dignhy. :i.nd nonviolence. At no time has he 
cndorStd or ensaged in hate speech or ha,nnful conduct or any kind. 

While BCNY members were not present at last year's campus protests.. we 1ros1 the reporting by 60 
Mlllutes. which noted that Mr. Mahd3wi publicly denounced infl::unm:uory anli.Jewish and aotl•lsrael 
rema,·ks. Th.is is fully lll line with the principled. peace-oriented individual we have c-ome 10 know­
someone guided by integrity. conscience. and compassion. 

The Buddhist Council or New Yotk s1ands in firm suppon of' Mr. Mob.sen Mahdawi aod affirms his 
steadfasL dedication co nonviolence. lnelusion. and respectful dialogue. His le.ldel'Sbip e.,em.plifies 1be 
vatues of mutual unders-1anding. coexistence. and a commitment to tbe 8fe31CT good. We hope this leuer 
setve:s as a clear 1es1amen1 10 his c:haraetel' and his ongoing efforts 10 help build a mol'e just and 
harmonious society. 

Should you req1.1irc a.ny funhet information. ple-ase feel free 10 contact us dir«tly. 

With sincere respect. 
Board Members 
BuddhiSt Council or Nc\v York 
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April 17, 2025  
 
To whom it may concern,  
 
My name is Talia Levin. I am a U.S. citizen, and I am a former classmate of Mohsen Mahdawi. I 
am writing this affidavit to demonstrate Mohsen’s character to the courts. From my letter, I hope 
it is clear what a thoughtful, dedicated, and considerate person Mohsen is. 
 
I met Mohsen during the Spring semester of 2023 when we were both inducted into a senior 
honor society at Columbia University. From our first interaction I could tell Mohsen was 
dedicated to really getting to know others. As I felt overwhelmed by all the new people we were 
meeting, he sought out many of his fellow inductees individually to get to know us. As we spoke 
one-on-one I instantly felt calmer. He is the type of person who does not shy away from asking 
deep questions to truly get to know someone. It was impossible to ignore how deeply Mohsen 
thought about his role on campus and in the world as we spoke and I realized how much I could 
learn from him. 
 
From the onset, it was clear that Mohsen cares deeply about the experiences of others. When he 
told me he studied philosophy, I mentioned that some of my friends had struggled to register for 
the Introduction to Philosophy course due to class capacity. He immediately thanked me for 
sharing that information and said he would repeat this concern to the head of the department, one 
of his many close connections on campus. I did not hear any more complaints about registering 
for that course after we spoke. 
 
Once, at a meeting with another senior honor society, Mohsen arrived straight from a meeting to 
our unorganized overlapping conversations. Upon realizing that an icebreaker had not occurred, 
he effortlessly created an orderly go-around. We each had a chance to share our names, what we 
did on campus, and begin forming connections with one another. Afterward, a student from the 
other group asked me if Mohsen was our faculty advisor because she was so shocked by his 
ability to immediately organize a disorganized group of students. We laughed because those of us 
who know Mohsen were unsurprised because that is how he functions, as a natural organizer 
who always wants to know more about others.   
 
As we got to know each other throughout the year, Mohsen was someone I knew would always 
be thoughtful. As a fellow leader of a faith-based campus organization, he was someone I looked 
to as an example of how to conduct myself. With his strong beliefs in nonviolence, he was a 
model for blending principles of faith into daily life with the goal of helping others. His example 
encouraged me to think critically about how I could incorporate my religious values to do more 
good and even how to encourage my community to do the same. 
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His reputation for open-mindedness was evident in how he conducted himself in leadership roles 
and interpersonally. Mohsen is someone who I always knew respected my opinion and 
experiences even though they differed from his own. I have always identified as a Zionist which 
from the beginning was not a point of conflict between us but a potential point of discussion. 
Having family in the Middle East was a source of commonality for us rather than a divisive 
point. Mohsen’s opinions and experiences have made me think deeply about the issues and 
develop a deeper sense of empathy.  
 
Once at a speaking engagement about Zionism on campus, I shared with the audience that 
Mohsen was someone I deeply respected and someone I felt I could discuss even the most 
challenging topics with in a thoughtful way. Numerous audience members approached me 
afterward to confirm this information because they could not imagine that someone with his 
background would be so receptive, and all the more so, seek out differing perspectives but they 
were not lucky enough to have met Mohsen yet. He challenges notions people have about those 
with different opinions through his nuanced approach to challenging topics and deep care for 
those he interacts with. His caring, committed, and compassionate personality are clear in every 
interaction and are just a few of the many reasons I feel lucky to have gotten the chance to know 
Mohsen. I declare that the above statements are all true and correct to the best of my ability. 
 
Sincerely, 
Talia Levin 
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Columbia University in the City of New York │ New York, N.Y. 10027 
SCHOOL OF LAW 

Katherine Franke  Voice: (212) 854-0061 

James L. Dohr Professor of Law (retired)  kfranke@law.columbia.edu  

April 17, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I have been a tenured member of the Columbia Law School faculty for 25 years, and 
have worked with many, many wonderful students during that time.  A few of them stand out as 
exceptional, and Mohsen Mahdawi is one of them.  I met Mohsen two years ago when he came 
to my office to discuss his work in the Columbia Philosophy department, including his 
philosophical thinking about the political concept of peace.  He struck me as a deeply 
sophisticated thinker and theorist who sought to bring the academic tools he was acquiring in the 
classroom to bear on one of the most vexing contemporary political problems of his generation 
and mine: the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.   

Unlike most students I regularly meet with who are involved in campus activism around 
Israel/Palestine, Mohsen has been unwilling to indulge facile slogans about this issue.  Having 
grown up in a refugee camp in the West Bank and having witnessed the complexities and 
violence of the conflict first hand and very personally, he strives to understand the interests of 
the warring parties from a perspective of empathy and shared humanity, rather than 
objectification and vilification.  This has included a commitment to read academic writing from a 
wide range of perspectives.  But even more impressively, he has sought out Israeli and zionist 
Jewish American members of the Columbia community to talk to, to better understand how their 
experiences and histories – precisely because they are different from his own – inform their 
understanding of the conflict. 

I have also witnessed the leadership role Mohsen has played on Columbia’s campus since 
the attacks in October 2023.  As the student body actively engaged the meaning of these attacks 
and the responses thereto, Mohsen emerged as a moral leader, modeling how one could bring 
one’s own life history to bear to inform the debates on campus, articulating an openness to listen 
to one’s opponents, refusing to indulge easy caricatures of the parties involved, and facilitating 
dialogue across constituencies. Mohsen did this even when he was severely criticized by some of 
the pro-Palestinian students for “normalization”.  He was always clear in his words and actions 
that his fundamental goal was peace and reconciliation rather than retribution and violence.   

Insofar as a number of students came to the campus activism around the Middle East 
conflict with little knowledge of the history and complexity of the issue, Mohsen quickly 
emerged over the last year and a half as a teacher who they admired and looked up to.  Unlike 
most students, he could speak from his own experience, but as I noted earlier, always did so from 
a perspective of empathy with others.  Remarkably, the students who were drawn to Mohsen’s 
leadership were not only those who might identify as “pro-Palestinian” but included Israelis and 
their supporters.   
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As I came to know Mohsen better over time, I saw how his Buddhism shaped him 
profoundly.  He possessed a calm, grounded, patience that is strikingly unusual among the 
parties engaged in this kind of political work.   

 
Allow me to say one more thing that relates specifically to the context of detention and 

possible removal.  I was present, as an observer, at a protest on campus in November 2023 when 
student protesters were approached by a man who was not affiliated with Columbia.  He began 
yelling ugly and antisemitic things at the protesters.  Mohsen was there and approached this man 
and asked him, in a very calm way, if he would stop yelling these ugly things and would leave.  
The man persisted, as did Mohsen’s effort to distance the man from the student protesters.  After 
several minutes he did leave, thanks in significant part to Mohsen’s efforts to deescalate the 
situation.  Shortly thereafter, Gerald Rosberg, the Chairman of the University’s Special 
Committee on Campus Safety, announced that the university was suspending two student groups, 
Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP) and Jewish Voice for Peace (JVP) because they were 
accused of engaging in “threatening rhetoric and intimidation” during the protest mentioned 
above, in violation of university disciplinary rules.  Many of us in the Columbia were surprised 
to see this action because we knew that it was an outside actor, not the students themselves, who 
had engaged in the “rhetoric” the university was criticizing. 

 
I called Mr. Rosberg, who I knew, and we spoke on Thanksgiving day while we were 

attending our respective family gatherings.  I asked if he would come to my office to meet with 
the students from SJP and JVP to try to resolve this issue and get the groups reinstated, and he 
agreed. We held the meeting on November 30, 2023 in my office.  At the meeting I asked Mr. 
Rosberg what he meant when he referred to “threatening rhetoric and intimidation” and he 
replied that he should not have used those terms, and regretted doing so.  Instead, he clarified 
that he found the statements made at the protest to be upsetting.  The students asked him to 
formally withdraw the published statements describing their protests as including “threatening 
rhetoric and intimidation”.  

 
I was particularly alarmed to see the government use the term “threatening rhetoric and 

intimidation” as a potential justification for the revocation of Mr. Mahdawi’s status as a legal 
permanent resident and for his possible removal.  It strikes me that this term is lifted directly 
from Columbia, yet any minimal research would reveal that the officials who described student 
protests this way – including protests in which Mr. Mahdawi was present – would learn that 
university officials have retracted this description.  Mr. Rosberg did so in my office and also 
publicly on the record at a meeting of the University Senate in November 2023.1 

 
When I learned that Mr. Mahdawi’s citizenship interview had been scheduled my first 

reaction was to be proud – proud of him to have earned the honor of reaching the last step in the 
naturalization process, and proud of the United States to naturalize as a citizen such an 
outstanding person with such a strong moral compass.  I am hard pressed to think of anyone who 
better embodies the values of our country than Mohsen Mahdawi. 

 
1 The minutes are available at: 
https://senate.columbia.edu/sites/default/files/content/Plenary%20Binders%202023-
24/US_Plenary%20Binder_20231208.pdf. 
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I declare that the above statements are all true and correct to the best of my knowledge 
and ability. 

Sincerely, 

Katherine Franke 
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April 17, 2025 

To whom it may concern, 

My name is Jean Elizabeth Cullander Krasno, I am a U.S. citizen, born in Evanston, Illinois. I 
am writing this affidavit in support of Mohsen Mahdawi’s good character for the courts. Mohsen 
is a kind, thoughtful, hardworking and peaceful person, who seeks peace and the support of 
human rights for all peoples. 

I have known Mohsen for about three years as my student at Columbia University where I teach 
in the Political Science Department as a lecturer. Mohsen was in two of my seminar classes, one 
called International Law in spring 2022 and the second entitled Peace Making and Negotiation in 
spring 2024. The seminar format is small, meets for two hours once a week with about 16 or so 
students, which enables me to get to know my students very well through the open exchanges of 
ideas. I always encourage my students to speak freely and respect everyone’s thoughts and 
contributions. Mohsen frequently asked profound questions and often came to see me during 
office hours before or after class. From the beginning, he has always discussed ways to find a 
peaceful solution to issues in the Middle East, particularly relations between Israelis and 
Palestinians.  

The course on Peace Making and Negotiations took place during the protest demonstrations on 
campus and we often used some class time to give everyone an opportunity to express 
themselves freely without judgement. Understandably, freedom of expression and academic 
freedom are key tenets of democracy. The content of the course was very timely. Our readings 
covered peace-making processes, mediation, negotiation and examined historical cases as well as 
the development of mediation skills. I had recently completed a series of Oral History Interviews 
for the United Nations on these topics with people who had directly led, or participated in, the 
UN mediation of various conflicts, in order to understand what has worked and what does not 
work. Mohsen delved into these readings and was eager to engage in deeply developing these 
skills and growing from this base of knowledge. I asked my students to write their final papers 
on a historical or present conflict and design a plan for achieving peace through careful 
mediation and listening to all perspectives. Mohsen wanted to write about creating a peace plan 
for ending the war in Gaza while also developing a long-term peace process.  

Mohsen’s paper and his ideas were so carefully crafted that a few of the students and I decided to 
continue these discussions after the semester ended. Aharon Dardik, an Israeli, was in the class 
and he also wrote on the same issue from his perspective. And I brought them together to seek 
common ground, which they did. Mohsen, Aharon and I then decided to organize a 4 to 5 day-
seminar retreat in the summer of 2024. They suggested various experts and I found others who 
cover the Middle East, conflict resolution, children in conflict and security concerns. The final 
product of the dialogue is a ten-page Executive Summary entitled the Peace Initiative for Israel-
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Palestine. Both Mohsen and Aharon contributed immensely to the dialogue and provided the core 
of the ideas. We followed up again in the fall 2024. Also discussed are the needs to not only 
establish structural solutions but also to recognize psychological needs and address the fears and 
stereotypes that have emerged after so many years of fighting, human rights violations and 
deaths. Mohsen has worked hard over the years to understand the pains of all peoples caught in 
this unending cycle of violence. Respect for the human rights of all is the focus of his endeavors. 
He has reached across all groups to listen carefully to their fears and concerns. He is articulate, 
charismatic and a leader in peace. He explains that the goal is to ensure that the children grow up 
in a peaceful, loving, just and stable environment, free from fear.  

Mohsen is currently enrolled in classes and has been accepted into a graduate program for the 
fall 2025. His detention will prevent him from completing these courses. Failure to complete 
these classes on time will prevent him from graduating this semester and will prevent him from 
enrolling in the Master's program this fall. This presents a serious hardship for Mohsen. 

As you can see here, Mohsen is a peace maker and his talents and skills ought to be utilized 
instead of locked up or thrown away. 

I declare that the above statements are all true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 
ability. 

Signed:  

 

Jean E. Krasno 

April 17, 2025 
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Ian Borim 

April 18, 2025 

To whom it may concern: 

Since meeting him in class in my first semester on campus at Columbia, Mohsen has become one 

of my dearest friends. He is an extraordinary man, a dedicated and engaged scholar, and a kind and 

compassionate member of our university community.  

We met for lunch early on in that semester and had a long conversation about the trajectories that 

brought us to Columbia’s School of General Studies. Mohsen has not had an easy life. He has lost family 

and friends to injustice. Over the years, with the help of much meditation and reflection, he has processed 

these traumas and transformed them into a drive to fight for peace and against injustice anywhere. This is 

the cause to which he has dedicated his life. Indeed, this calling is exactly what brought him to Columbia, 

where, in addition to receiving an undergraduate education in philosophy that would prepare him well for 

law school, he sought to get to know various aspects of the university and New York City community and 

establish meaningful connections with people he could work with in the service of his life calling of 

working for  peace. Anyone who has met Mohsen can tell you how interested he is in conversation and 

dialogue across differences. He rejects the idea of an “enemy” and meets everyone with love and 

compassion.  

Mohsen’s friend group at Columbia is a constellation of people of high character from the most 

diverse backgrounds you could imagine. He is friends with people from a variety of backgrounds and all 

walks of life. He is wise, considerate, peaceful, compassionate, loving, disciplined, and responsible. He is 

someone I trust and admire greatly.  

Sincerely, 
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April IS. 2025 

To Whom lt May Coocem: 

I am a pl'ofessol' at BanuiJ'd Colle2,e. and 1be Dit(>('tOI' of 1be Baruard Center for Research on 
Women. II has been my good fortune 10 gel 10 know Mohsen 1fahdawi as 3 fellow member of 
I.he Columbia University Community. I have shared meals wlth Mohseo 81 student-faculty 
potluck diuuets, and have had 1.he opportuuity 10 hear him speak with other srudems aud fac:uJty 
mc1ubers 011 sevemJ occasions. I have been lmpressed wi1h Mobseo since our firsl meeting 
because of his wruunh. his SU'On~ aod omspokeu opposition ro bias and discrimination of aoy 
sot1, and bis hwnilily. I have beard him speak abou1 his experiences of loss, and the violence be 
witnessed and experienced !ZfOWing up in the Wesl Bank. His cotll.lllllment 10 peace and 
solidarity is all the more remarlrnble for bis b~ckgrouod. 

I also wish to en1phasize tba1 t-.,fohsen has been a leading voice advocating th.al j lLStice fol' 
Palestll\ians 1uus1 be buill on a solu1jon of peacefid c.o-existeoce berweeo tsraelis aud 
Palesliuians. As a model of thoughtfi.1I dialogue across ve1y deep differences of politics: and life 
experience. Mobseu is a force for good in O\lf conunu:nity and in the world. I have profound 
respecl for him. ru1d like many others in our coU1J11unity and beyoud. h,1ve been deeply distressed 
by his de1e-inioo. 

I declare that the above staletnents are all 1rue and co1rtt110 the best of my knowledge aud 
abili1y. 

Please feel free to co111ac1 me for more infomialioo or if you have questions. My email i.s 
1yotu.ig@bamard.e<iu. 

My sincere regards, 

Women's, Gendel', and Sexuality S1Udies 
Interim Director. Barnard Center for Research on Women 
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Roberta Wall, Esq. 
11 W. 104 St. 
New York, NY 10025 
845 853 4788 
info@steps2peace.com 

April 18, 2025 

Re: Application in Support of Mohsen Mahdawi for 
release on bail 

To the United States District Court for the District of Vermont 
Hon. Geoffrey Crawford: 

I am a retired attorney in the State of New York. I write this 
letter of declaration in support of the application for bail by my 
friend and colleague Mohsen Mahdawi.  I have spent hours in 
conversation with Mohsen at various neighborhood spots near 
the Columbia University campus where I live. I am an active 
member of Romemu Congregation, a local Jewish 
neighborhood synagogue.  

Mohsen and I have become friends and colleagues over this 
last school year through our shared interest in bringing 
together Jewish Israeli and Palestinian Columbia students for 
training in Nonviolent Communication. I am certified as a 
trainer by the International Center for Nonviolent 
Communication. Nonviolent Communication is a peacemaking 
technology used all over the world to build connection based 
on shared needs for peace, security and coexistence. I'm 
thrilled to be working with a Palestinian man, originally from 
the West Bank,  who has the courage,  commitment, 
presence and skills to take up the work of peacemaking. 
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Over hours of face to face conversations Mohsen has shared 
with me his vision and commitment to bringing together 
Jewish, especially Israeli, and Palestinian students to 
advocate for a peaceful and just solution to the conflict in the 
Mideast. He has also shared with me his love of his cabin in 
Vermont, the land and people who have welcomed him like 
family and his deep commitment to the Buddhist practice that 
he discovered when he moved here to the US. 
 
Mohsen and I have been delighted to discover that we both 
practice Buddhist mindfulness. This practice, as we love to 
talk about, is grounded in the understanding that different 
peoples have different narratives, and that,  rather than this 
being a threat, it allows us to see more deeply into the nature 
of being a human being and inspires us to live with reverence 
for life and respect for different beliefs. I suggest to the Court 
that Mohsen's immersion in Buddhist practice is an important 
consideration in this court's determination. As he and I have 
discussed, Buddhism informs his commitment to nonviolence 
and peacefulness and his firm and reliable attitude of 
acceptance and respect for all religions and peoples. 
 
It is unimaginable to me that Mohsen is not free to enjoy and 
exercise the basic rights upon which our country was 
founded. This country welcomed my ancestors as a place of 
freedom from the fear of being hounded because we were 
Jewish. As a mother and grandmother, I have raised my 
children to protect the rights of everyone because my 
ancestral history teaches us that if they can come for one of 
us, they will come for all of us. 
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I declare that the above statements are all true and correct to 
the best of my knowledge and ability, 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Roberta Wall 
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April 18, 2025

To whom it may concern,

Re: Letter of Recommendation for Mohsen Mahdawi

I am pleased to write this letter in support of Mohsen Mahdawi, who has been a student of mine for the 
past semester in a course called ‘Settlers and Natives’. This course introduced students to the politics of 
migration since 1492, briefly in the modern period. The approach was to combine historical breath with 
the depth of individual case studies, from the Americas to Palestine/Isreal. The core thematic ambition 
was to get students to wrestle with notions of indigeneity and rights in a fluid and ever-changing world. It 
was a small reading and writing intensive seminar of around 15 persons, calling on students to work hard. 
We met for two hours in class and then for office hours. This made for a fairly intensive contact between 
instructor and student, allowing me time and opportunity to get to know each student individually.

I found a Mohsen to be hard-working and intelligent student. He was at the same time a person committed 
to linking the classroom with the world outside, learning with doing. One could say he was almost 
obsessed with the question of change, above all peaceful change.

Peaceful change in his motherland was his consuming passion. A study of other lands during other times –
South Africa, Ireland, Algeria, Rwanda, Kenya – was his way of getting to a comparative understanding 
of his own situation. His starting point was to distinguish what is morally desirable from what is 
politically possible, and then set himself the challenge: How can we link the two?

Mohsen has been given extended time to complete his requirements for my course. He has told me he is 
determined to finish the work and join the M.A. program in International Relations to which has already 
been admitted. The immediate consequence of continued detention will be to prevent him from 
completing his current studies. This course of action will undermine the promise of a career path he has 
forged with hard work. In my view, nothing he has done would justify such a harsh and counter-
productive course of action.

I transferred to Columbia in 1999 from the University of Cape Town where I was already a full professor. 
I came to Columbia with tenure and as occupant of a named Chair. Mohsen is among the best students I 
have taught during my past 25 years at Columbia. It would be nothing less than tragic to nip the promise 
of youth before it has a chance to blossom fully.

I declare that the above statements are all true and correct to the best of my knowledge and ability.

Mahmood Mamdani

Herbert Lehman Professor of Government

Departments of Anthropology and MESAAS

University Senator
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April 17, 2025

To whom it may concern,

I write to the court to declare my support for Mohsen Mahdawi and attest to his exemplary 
character. I am a U.S. citizen and a faculty member in the Columbia University English 
Department. Mohsen was my student during the spring of 2022 in an advanced undergraduate 
writing course called How Writers Think. I came to know him during those four months together 
in the classroom and then during subsequent conversations when we have seen each other on 
campus. I know Mohsen to be a smart and deeply kind person who has dedicated himself to 
healing political divisions in our university community and beyond.

Mohsen grew up in a refugee camp in Palestine, where he and his family were victims of 
violence. He came to the United States as a young adult and worked extremely hard to learn 
English, make a living, and build a community for himself. In recent years, he has dedicated 
himself to earning a college degree. Mohsen was eventually accepted into Columbia’s School of 
General Studies on full scholarship, an astonishing feat for someone who had such a difficult 
childhood and had just learned English.

Mohsen’s resilience inspires me. Despite growing up in a refugee camp, despite being shot at, 
despite having to struggle to get an education, despite having to create a new life in the U.S., 
Mohsen is consistently positive and even optimistic. During our semester together and in our 
subsequent conversations, I have never seen him express anger or bitterness about the 
circumstances he has faced. Instead Mohsen is always warm and solicitous. When he talks to me 
or a classmate, Mohsen is a question asker. He is curious about other people’s experiences and 
ideas. He delights in learning about other’s projects and interests. He is quick to smile and slow 
to judge. As a result, he is well-liked among his fellow students. A number of his peers came to
me during and after our semester together to say that Mohsen had helped them think through 
their research projects or find a different way to look at their approach to writing and language 
learning.  

On the Columbia campus, Mohsen has consistently worked to bring people together too, 
especially in the heated debates about Israel and Palestine over the last year. He has organized 
conversations among different groups which have been aimed at building understanding and 
reducing divisiveness. He separated himself from people that espoused intolerance. Mohsen has 
consistently acted as a peacemaker. I admire his optimism that people can come together in 
peace, an optimism that I, who have lived a much more privileged life, cannot always muster. 
His character and integrity are exemplary.

I recall spending time with Mohsen at another student’s graduation dinner in May of 2023. It was 
lovely to see him surrounded by a group of good, loyal friends from a wide range of cultures and 
backgrounds. They talked with each other about big ideas: what it means to live a good life, the 
role of world religions, and so on. Toward the end of the dinner, as people were toasting the 
graduate, Mohsen taught us all a song to sing about the blessings of friendship. It was a sweet 
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moment; Mohsen wanted to bring us all together. I know that he has sustained those friendships 
and is supported by a community that believes in him. I count myself among those people.

Respectfully,

Dr. Sue Mendelsohn
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April 15, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Mohsen K Mahdawi took two philosophy classes with me--one of which was an independent 
study on the role of nonviolence in politics. So I have a very good sense of how Mohsen 
thinks,  and also of what kind of person he is and what his basic moral values are. Mohsen is 
deeply committed to creating what Martin Luther King used to call a  "beloved community."   By 
that I mean a community in which people treat each other with understanding good will, 
compassion, and respect--despite the histories of trauma and sorrow that sometimes serve to 
divide us.  

Further, Mohsen is as serious about nonviolence in  thought, word, and deed as anyone I have 
ever met. A major source of his commitment to nonviolence is his Buddhism, but he can make 
the case for nonviolence appealing to anyone who will listen. His belief in nonviolence directs 
him to relinquish anger,  to work toward forgiveness, and to seek reconciliation wherever and 
whenever he can. I personally saw him put these principles into practice in late 2023, in several 
interactions with a fellow School of General Studies student who is a veteran of the IDF. I 
believe that the two students became friends and worked together on a campus initiative meant to 
create space for constructive conversation across differences. These students acted out of mutual 
respect for each other,  and with personal knowledge of conflicts that most of us know about 
only from a distance. Perhaps most impressive for me is that Mohsen truly seems to have no 
bitterness, no anger, and no resentment regarding the extraordinary adversity he has experienced. 
This is rare,  and I believe that we would all do well to learn from his example.  

If Mohsen is given a chance to live a life where he can continue to flourish—as I strongly believe 
he should be—he will become the kind of political leader and statesman who will help us all 
learn how to be better people. To be sure, Mohsen will always challenge us to scrutinize our 
unreflective beliefs, but he is committed to ways of expressing that challenge that use rational 
and respectful persuasion.  

Finally, Mohsen inspired me to create and teach an entire undergraduate course on the ethics of 
nonviolence, which I will be completing in May of this year. In many ways, the course builds on 
the inspiring conversations I had with Mohsen during his study of the philosophy of nonviolence. 

Sincerely, 

Michele Moody-Adams
Joseph L. Straus Professor of Political Philosophy and Legal Theory 
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April 17, 2025 

I, Frederick Neuhouser, of legal age and citizen of the United States, have known Mohsen 
Mahdawi ever since he was a student in my Introduction to Philosophy course at 
Columbia University in the fall semester of 2021. We have remained in contact ever 
since, something that rarely happens at a large university. Mohsen was a very lively 
and constructive participant in our class discussions, even though his English at the 
time was still imperfect. He is not afraid to speak up! As his interview with CBS's Sixty 
Minutes shows, he has turned into an eloquent spokesperson for the humane and 
democratic values he is committed to. 

At some point Mohsen came to speak to me during my office hours. After discussing 
his upcoming paper with him, I asked about his background, and we entered into a 
long and moving discussion of his personal history. I was very struck by the calm and 
balanced way in which he told me about his experiences growing up in a Palestinian 
refugee camp, including his having witnessed his best friend being shot by armed 
forces. In the course of our interactions that semester I learned about his commitment to 
Buddhist philosophy and his strong belief that violence cannot be responded to with 
more violence if conditions of justice are ever to come about. Perhaps his Buddhist 
principles have played a large role in turning his anger into a loving search for peace 
and understanding between parties at war. Mohsen told me about his never-ending 
efforts to build bridges between Palestinians and Israeli Jews, including the 
considerable success he has had in doing so. I have never met a political activist so 
committed to the ideals of peaceful conversation and mutual respect and so persistent 
in attempting to find understanding under the most difficult and antagonistic 
conditions. The accusations that have been leveled at Mohsen and are appealed to in 
justification of his detainment—that he is a supporter of Hamas and has engaged in 
anti-Semitic activities at Columbia—are outrageous and simply false. They are 
outrageous because no one embodies precisely the opposite qualities—respect, 
peacefulness, and reasonableness—more than he does. Anyone who knows Mohsen 
even slightly will recognize the accusations against him to be trumped-up charges that 
completely misrepresent the kind of person he is.  

I declare that the above statements are true and correct to the best of my ability. 

Frederick Neuhouser 
Professor of Philosophy 

B A R N A R D 
BARNARD COLLEGE    ·    COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 
3009 Broadway    ·     New York, NY   10027 

Frederick Neuhouser 
Professor, Philosophy Department 

Viola Manderfeld Professor of German 
(212) 854 2064 (direct line)

(212) 854 7491 (fax)
fneuhous@barnard.edu
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April 18th, 2025 

To whom it may concern, 

My name is Caleb Bowen. I am a U.S. citizen, and I am a friend of Mohsen Mahdawi. I am 
writing this affidavit to demonstrate Mohsen’s character to the courts. From my letter, I hope it 
will make clear the kind of the humble, respectful, compassionate, positive, and good person that 
Mohsen truly is. He is an invaluable friend who has made a deep impact in my life and the lives 
of our community in New York City and Columbia University.  

I have known Mohsen for almost 3 years. We met at Columbia University School of General 
Studies during our studies there. He introduced himself to me during a dinner with a mutual 
friend. We connected over our shared love of philosophy. Though what impressed me most 
about Mohsen then and what continues to impress me today is the way he listens to others and 
makes them feel heard. After sharing about my studies in English and Comparative Literature 
and what brought me to the university, Mohsen would repeat back what he heard to ensure that 
he understood everything I said prior to asking questions and commenting. Mohsen does this 
with everyone and his consideration for the individual humanity of others is unwavering. When 
spending time together, I am reminded of the peace that I feel when I am with Mohsen. Rooted 
in his principles of honesty and empathy, he has become a core friend of mine over the years.  

Beginning in 2021, Mohsen and I would grab meals together at John Jay Dining Hall or have 
dinner together in the evenings at our favorite local Italian Restaurant, Fumo. Over meals we 
would share stories about our classes, and the different strategies we used to manage the stressors 
of a rigorous education. Since I’ve known Mohsen, he has been a huge proponent of meditation. 
He often talked about how he enjoyed the comradery he found with those in the Buddhist 
meditation group. He found that meditation helped him to think from a more grounded position 
and would help him to better focus on his classes. Listening to him about his self-regulating 
practice, inspired me to try meditation. Mohsen’s openness about how he coped with his 
struggles enabled me to learn about a self-regulating practice, which has been incredibly 
beneficial for my life thus far.  

Mohsen and I were student leaders at Columbia. I served on the Student Governing Board, which 
is a student organization that helps student groups follow campus policies, navigate 
administrative procedures for booking spaces on campus, and helping to manage inter and intra 
group disputes. During the meetings with student group leaders, Mohsen was respectful of the 
views of others and demonstrated the same empathetic listening to ensure that he understood 
what was said and that other student leaders understood that they were heard. His leadership 
through listening engendered a calm, peaceful, and respectful atmosphere even during 
discussions that were sensitive to other students on campus.  

Throughout my almost 3 years knowing Mohsen Mahdawi, his humility, compassion, empathy, 
respect, and positivity have been traits that are consistent with who I know him to be. I am 
grateful to know him and to have him as a friend. He is among the most kind and considerate 
people that I know. He is man of profoundly deep character. I declare that the above statements 
are all true and correct to the best of my ability.  
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Sincerely, 

Caleb Bowen 
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April 17, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern, 

My name is Nicole Alexandra Pimentel Soler. I am a U.S. citizen and a graduate student 
at Columbia University, set to complete my master's degree in May 2025. I write this 
declaration in strong support of the immediate release on bail of Mohsen Mahdawi. I 
also respectfully urge that his case continue to be heard In the state of Vermont, where 
he remains close to his family, legal representation, and support system. 

I have been a close friend of Mohsen's for nearly four years and can personally attest to 
his character, compas.sion, inherent humanity, and unwavering commitment to justice 
and unity. Mohsen is a person of integrity-one who consistently seeks to bring people 
together and inspire mutual understanding and collective growth. 

Among the many shared experiences I've had with Mohsen, one of the most memorable 
was a trip to Vermont, where he gathered a diverse group of friends to foster 
meaningful conversation and cultural exchange. It was clear how deeply respected he 
is-not only by our mutual friends but also by members of the local Vermont 
community whom he introduced us to with great pride and warmth. He is a dear friend 
who has brought depth, Insight, and generosity to my Ille• a true gilt. 

Mohsen exemplifies resilience and leadership. His dedication to advocacy and service Is 
evident In his involvement with the Columbia University 8uddh1st Association and his 
participation In the Program for Academic Leadership and Service. Our many hours 
studying together in Columbia's libraries further reflect his academic commitment and 
personal discipline. He has earned the right to be present at our graduation ceremony, 
surrounded by those who believe in him. 

I sincerely maintain that continued detention is unnecessary and unjust under these 
circumstances. I respectfully urge the coul't to gl'ant him ball and allow him to return to 
his community immediately. 

I declare that the above statements are all true and correct to the best of my knowledge 
and ability. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincer~ 

Nicole Alexa:;;±er 
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To whom it may concern. 

My name is Jeanne Donegan, I am a U.S. citizen and a friend of Mol\Sen Mahdawl. I am writing 
to provide my perspective on Mohsen·s character so that those reading this letter may better 
understand his depth of kindness. sincerity, and generosity, 

I first met Mohsen in November of 2021 when my partner Michael invited him over for dinner. 
They met at a student meditation group held on Columbia Unjversity's campus earlier that 
semester. I had heard many positive things about Mohsen from Mici"l.ael feadlng up to this dinner 
so I was looking fo,ward to meeting him. My first impression of him was that he radiated a 
warmth and gentleness that makes one feel instantly at ease, and that first impression has held 
tl\Je throughout the years I've known him. 

I know Mohsen to be a genuinely curious person who loves getting to know other people. He Is 
full of insightful questions and when you're speaking with him he gives you his fuH, undivided 
attention, He is also ex1remely generous. In August 2023, he offered us his home in Vermont so 
Michael alld I could get out of the city for the weekend to celebrate our anniversary. This is 
someone who cares deeply about friendship and community b<Jilding. I have met many 
interesting people through Mohsen, with such different backgrounds, people I otherwise would 
not have crossed paths with, and I am very grateful ro, this. Mohsen has an ability to form 
friendships that exceed the bounds of generations, ethnicities, dass. religion etc. and f believe 
this is one of his greatest strengths which we all benefit from. 

I also know Moh~ to be a deeply peaceful and spiritual person. From that first dinner together 
In 2021, I recall him SJ)Oaking passionately about his desire to build connections between 
Palestinians and Israelis, to work together towards peace. And he has stayed true to that desire 
even as tensions. vlotenee, and destn.sction rose across Gaza throughout the last year and a 
half, notably calling out and extinguishing any hate speech or antisemitic rhetoric that 
er'tC(oac~d on Columbia's eampc.,s protests. 

Mohsen is a demonstrably good human being who decries hate of any kind, I reel lucky to know 
him, and he is deeply missed by his community right now, As a green card holder on a legal 
path to U.S. citizenship. he has every right to be here, and every right to exercise his freedom of 
speech. 

I deClare that the above statements are all true and co,rect to the best of my knOWledge and 
ability. 

Sincerely, 

~oJr 
Jeanne Donegan 
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04/19/2025

To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing in strong support of Mohsen Madhwi. I had the privilege of working closely with 
Mohsen during our time organizing on campus at Columbia University, where I witnessed 
firsthand his unwavering commitment to peaceful advocacy, nonviolent principles, and inclusive 
community-building. 

Mohsen is a deeply principled individual whose activism is rooted in Buddhist teachings, which 
emphasize compassion, nonviolence, and the dignity of all human life. Even in the face of 
personal risk, he consistently advocated for dialogue and understanding, ensuring that all 
voices—including those on opposing sides of an issue—were treated with respect. His 
organizing work was never about division, but rather about fostering collaboration and care for 
every individual affected by injustice.

What stands out most about Mohsen is his resilience. Despite threats to his safety, he continued 
his activism because of his profound belief in justice and human rights. His presence was an 
integral part of our campus’s peaceful organizing efforts, and his absence has left a void in our 
community.

At rallies, protests, and public events, Mohsen spoke with remarkable poise, clarity, and love. 
His words were never driven by anger, but by a profound vision for an equitable future. He had a 
unique ability to articulate difficult truths with empathy, reminding listeners that justice must be 
rooted in collective care rather than retaliation. His presence brought a sense of calm and moral 
clarity to our movements, making him an integral leader in our community.

I urge you to release Mohsen Madhwi and allow him to return to his home and community, 
where he can continue his vital work without fear. His values and actions align with the highest 
ideals of humanitarian protection, and he deserves the opportunity to live and thrive in safety.

Sincerely,

Nayzak Wali-Ali, J.D.
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To Whom It May Concern: 

My name is Romy Whitesell. I am a U.S. citizen and a graduate student at Columbia University’s School 
of Social Work. I am writing this letter of support for my close friend, Mohsen Mahdawi, who I consider 
to be family and who I can only speak highly about. I implore the court to release Mohsen expeditiously 
so he can return to his community, continue his studies, and become a full citizen of the United States. 
Mohsen is a changemaker and a peacemaker. He brings people together. To know him and to be a witness 
to his life is an honor.  

I first met Mohsen during November of 2023. I immediately noticed his calm presence and his empathetic 
ability to listen and give wise advice. He is in every way a mediator who aims to contribute to just 
outcomes, whether it be between friends, classmates, organizations, or in his broader advocacy. Mohsen 
and I bonded quickly due to a shared love of learning, family history, poetry, and the fact that we worked 
well together as a team. Mohsen’s vision, passion, and leadership radiates off of him. It was my first 
semester in graduate school, I was experiencing huge transitions, both external and personal, and our 
campus was rife with tension. Despite the ongoing slaughter of his people and the immense pressures he 
faced, Mohsen was kind, supportive, and continually focused on helping others. He values self-care and 
would often tell me to fill my cup before trying to pour into someone else, impressing upon me that in 
order to make the largest impact, I needed to prioritize taking care of myself.  

Mohsen knows grief and sacrifice intimately. He knows what it is to live under occupation, to have 
friends and family murdered, to feel helpless against corrupt, racist, oppressive systems. He has turned his 
loss and trauma into power by committing himself to fighting for justice and human dignity.  

Mohsen is a political prisoner. The government is holding him hostage simply because he is a Palestinian 
who vocally advocated against the genocide of his people publicly, in the community he lived and studied 
in. Mohsen’s work at Columbia was instrumental. He built bridges and coalitions, working tirelessly 
amidst death threats and repression to push our campus to act against injustice. At his birthday dinner last 
semester, he took time to introduce each friend around the large table to the others, which we all followed 
up by each stating our favorite things about him — his individuality, generosity, curiosity, and 
commitment to understanding the world around him were central in each answer.  

I want to be able to sit with my friend again, peeling and eating a Pomelo fruit, and laughing about silly 
things. I want to be able to see him engage in what he is best in — communication, advocacy, and 
changing the perspectives of others. He must be released so he can finish his degree, take his citizenship 
test which he waited over ten years for, and flourish as the incredible human his family and friends know 
him to be.  

I attest that all these statements are true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

Sincerely, 

Romy Whitesell 
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Honorable Geoffrey W. Crawford

United States District Judge

District of Vermont

Re: Letter of support for Mohsen Mahdawi 

To the Honorable Judge Crawford,

I write this unconditional and unqualified letter of support for Mohsen Mahdawi. My name is 
Sumaita Mulk and I am an alumnus of Columbia Law School ’25, and I am currently a family 
defender in the Bronx Family Court. I have had the honor and pleasure of knowing and working 
with Mohsen since 2023, and I can confidently say that he is one of the most genuine, gentle, 
upstanding, kind, and thoughtful individuals I have ever met. I have spent hours upon hours with 
him in professional and personal contexts, and I am extremely grateful to say that he is someone 
I am in community with. 

As soon as I met Mohsen, and from then on, I was struck by the sense of calm and serenity that 
he projected. The only thing I knew about him at the time was that he was a leader of the 
Columbia Buddhism Association, and to this day, I see that association shine through everything 
he does. To Mohsen, all of humanity is precious and worthy of respect, regardless of identity or 
ideology. He really lives his commitment to empathy, justice, and peace for all through dialogue 
and nonviolence. If he ever perceived that someone was in need, he would drop everything to 
help. Even while navigating heated disagreements with others, his number one goal is to keep 
our community, whether it was within the confines of Columbia University or the world, safe 
and at ease. Mohsen is a dreamer, and he inspires the rest of us to do the same: to dream more 
vividly and more beautifully every day in spite of, or perhaps because of, the severe hardships 
that we see our fellow human beings face.  

I declare that the above statements are all true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 
ability.

Respectfully submitted, 

Sumaita Mulk

Law Graduate, Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem 

submit

maita M
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To whom it may concern, 

My name is River Smith, and like Mohsen, I am a student in the Columbia University 
Department of Philosophy. I first encountered Mohsen through his activism last year. We got to 
know each other during meetings and rallies, and he was always a calming voice, a de-escalator, 
and a bridge builder. He has always cared for his community deeply. When I was harassed and 
provoked by students and faculty at Columbia for putting up fliers around campus, Mohsen 
reached out to me specifically to check in with me and hear what happened. We were 
consistently in touch over the course of last school year, in which he was a consistently helpful, 
healing, positive, and measured presence in my life. In the turbulence of my junior year of 
college, he was a very positive grounding point.  

Last semester in the fall of 2024, Mohsen and I were in a philosophy class together to learn about 
anger, forgiveness, and reconciliation taught by Michele Moody-Adams. In this class, Mohsen 
was an engaged participant, a kind face, a welcome voice, and a contribution to the academic 
environment. He cared about the topics of the class both inside and outside the classroom. I 
constantly saw him, both that semester and at other times, engaged in deep conversation with 
Jewish students around campus to better understand one another. I have heard from many Jewish 
students a deep respect for Mohsen and his commitment to dialogue and conversation. I believe 
he was personally responsible for the lowering of tensions, the de-escalation of many angry 
situations, and the resistance to some acts of anti-Semitism that I witnessed over the past 18 
months.  

Should Mohsen be released back to his community, he would be opened with welcome arms by 
the community that supports him and who he supports. He is an integral member of the 
community in the Columbia philosophy department, which is worse off without him. I urge those 
with the ability to do so to return him to his loved ones as soon as possible and will testify in the 
strongest possible terms his commitment to building a flourishing academic community.  

Sincerely, 
River Smith 
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1114 Hudson Street #8 
Hoboken, NJ 07030 

April 18, 2025 

To whom It May Concern: 

My name is Ken Howi . I am a United States citizen and know Mohsen Mahdawi through my volunteer 
work as a Columbia University alumnus who earned his undergraduate degree in 1976. I met Mohsen in 
the Spring of 2023 at student-alumni association and developed a close a liation through a series of on-
line meetings, lunches, and phone calls.  

Mohsen always spoke to topics of great interest to all involved and based his thoughts on beliefs that 
were forged in his Buddhist faith. When we spoke privately, we talked about how my Jewish faith 
formed my foundation. Our conversations on university and current events always analyzed current 
issues based on those beliefs, making allowance for our di erences. Those di erences also were critical in 
evaluating our views on current topics. His thought process was enlightening, as it constantly built 
bridges between our di erences and worked hard to nd common ground. 

That method has changed the way that I look at life and approach con ict. When you establish your 
foundation and how interpretations are formed, the resulting understanding creates an agreement that 
makes planning the future together a joint process where all voices are equal. Mohsen always created an 
atmosphere of exploration, understanding and learning. 

For me personally, meeting Mohsen after the isolation of the pandemic has created an enhanced 
appreciation of everything new – people, thoughts, ideas, adventures and, most of all, friends. For our 
small student-alumni group, I see the impact that Mohsen has on his peers and how his words and 
approach enlighten everyone engaged in discussions with him. 

In my opinion, this type of free and open exchange of thoughts and ideas are the foundation of the 
American system. New ideas grow out of fundamental beliefs, are discussed and evaluated thoroughly 
by all involved, and then applied to present conditions to improve the future. 

Mohsen Mahdawi believes in the United States of America and a be er future. My hope is that the United 
States of America will believe in him and give him a future here. 

I declare that the above statements are all true and correct to the best of my ability. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth E. Howi  
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April 17, 2025 

To Whom it May Concern: 

I, Nadine Clopton, depose and state as follows: 

I am an individual of sound mind and legal age. I make this affidavit based on my personal 
knowledge and relationship with Mohsen Mahdawi.  

Mohsen and I were in a committed relationship from March 2019 to January 2021. In that 
time, which coincided with the COVID-19 pandemic, we lived together in both Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania and in the Upper Valley of Vermont. We spent nearly every day together.  

As his most recent serious partner, I feel that I can offer a unique perspective into his 
strength of character, compassionate heart, and gentle spirit. While we have since parted 
ways, we have maintained a cordial friendship and have touched base intermittently 
throughout the past few years. 

We met during our time at Lehigh University in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. I was in my final 
semester of my senior year and he was in the second semester of his first year at Lehigh. It 
was something out of a story book – a Palestinian man and Jewish woman meet in 
Bethlehem (Pennsylvania) and fall for one another.  

My mother immigrated to the United States in the late 1970s with my grandparents. They 
came from Kyiv as Jewish refugees, fleeing antisemitism in what was then the Soviet Union. 
Our family’s story is one of diaspora. It is a familiar tale to those in the Jewish Diaspora.  

Mohsen took immense interest and pride in learning about our traditions and the lived 
experience of my family. He found common ground in the stories of my grandparents 
fleeing the Soviet Union in search of a better life, sharing stories, tears, hugs, food, and 
laughter over many nights around the dinner table.  

While at Lehigh, he had been taking a Hebrew language class so that he could improve his 
capacity to build bridges with Israelis in his pursuit of peace. He was a frequenter at Lehigh 
Chabad and Lehigh’s Hillel – an inclusive Jewish organization on campus – where he 
participated in shabbat dinners, befriended his Jewish peers, and struck up a strong 
friendship with our campus Rabbi. He found joy in hosting Hanukkah dinners at the height 
of the pandemic – which meant the world to me when I couldn’t travel back to my family 
home from our home in Vermont – reciting Hebrew prayers with me as we lit the candles.  

In Vermont, I got to experience him in his element. Meditation, time in nature, and 
intentional community are core to his wellbeing and spiritual nourishment. His way of 
being is as a living prayer to the world around him.  

Page 1 
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The strength of community he cultivated in Vermont was a testament to his ability to 
connect with people from all walks of life. 

Mohsen is a magnet for community – hosting countless dinners and always looking for 
ways to gather folks together to provoke thoughtful conversations. If someone was 
struggling to find their place to fit in, he’d ask them to come to our apartment for dinner or 
invite them to another campus gathering. If he met someone that could not see eye to eye 
with him, he would ask them to connect over coffee. He was never combative in the face of 
disagreement about worldly challenges, he viewed them as opportunities for deeper 
connection & finding common ground. 

In his world, we’re better off with longer tables rather than walls that separate us. There’s a 
lot we can all stand to learn from him. 

That’s Mohsen. He is a bridge builder, a connector, and a peace-maker through and through. 
In my time as his partner and in the time since then, I can attest to the fact that this man is 
one of the most compassionate souls I have had the pleasure of knowing. 

While our communication was sparse by the time he had begun his journey at Columbia 
University, when we did check in with one another, he would always remark about how 
wonderful it is to be in a place that is at the dialectical, intellectual center of 
Israel-Palestine. At Lehigh, he was a big fish in a little pond. At Columbia, he had found the 
sea. From my understanding, he thrived.  

By late 2023, he emerged as a leading figure on Columbia’s campus. How could he not? He 
has been face to face with the violent realities of being a Palestinian in the occupied West 
Bank – living with settler violence, military checkpoints, and raids. His perspective is first 
hand. 

Mohsen’s childhood and adolescence was rife with heartache, violence, and pain – watching 
his best friend get shot by an Israeli soldier in front of him around 10 years old, watching 
other close loved ones get imprisoned or killed, including his beloved Uncle Thayer, having 
his little brother, Mohammed, be denied life saving medical care that ultimately led to his 
death in Mohsen’s arms as a child.  

With what Mohsen experienced growing up in the West Bank – he has every reason in the 
world to be angry and to seek revenge. But that’s not him. He moves from a place of love.  

What makes Mohsen unique is that he does not place a monopoly on pain. Compassion is 
not a one sided ordeal. For him and many others in the movement for a Free Palestine, it is 
possible to hold the pain of both our people in our hearts.  

He is able to hold space for Jewish and Israeli pain and suffering, while honoring the 
suffering of the Palestinian people. He understands that Jewish people have suffered 
immensely in the past century and beyond. He is able to comprehend where severe 
unprocessed intergenerational trauma and grief has created walls between Israelis, the 
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Jewish diasporo, and the Palestinian experience. In the same breath he condemns the mass 
murder of civilians in Gaza, he also condemns anti-semitism. He knows that our people are 
deeply interconnected. 
CaJling for accountability & justice is not anti-semitic. F'ar from it. 

I am deeply rearfol (or his life and safety, should he be deported. I fear that his life could be 
endangered. 

Mohsen should be looked to as an asset, not a threat. 

His vision for peace is dear eyed, rooted in reality, and offers a different way fonvard. While 
we are grieving those lost to tlH~ horrors of war, we must also hold tight to our visions for 
what is emerging- a shared fun1re built on justice, compassion, and liberatioo. Moh sen is 
just the person to bring that vision into fmition. 

He is the e-x,'lct type or thought leader we shoo Id be proud to have in the United States. And 
if given the opportunity to remain here, in the country he loves and calls home, I know he 
will do a tremendous amount of good. 

I humbly request that Mohsen Mahdawi be released. 

Thank you for your consideralion. 

I declare that the above statements are trt1~ and correct to d1e best of my knowledge and 
ability. 

With gratitude, 

Nadine Clopto,i 
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M~ name is ken 1-ialpem, an AmoricM Jew barn In Philadelphia Penn5Yl1'ania. I i:uman1ty reside in Exton, 
Penl!IS)llvania and have known MOShcn Jo 7 or a 'Yf! s 01 sc SonyJ I am bad wilh d1;11ei.. :) 

To r.toh5en. he lmows me as ·uncre Kenny~ Th 's who I am La ~ bes1 tnellds' ~hild'Jen -and their serfous 
~nends and partners. 

When I tlrst l"N!:t Moh!ien. I me• lhfm as part (Jf lhe r~ lrllmduc::oon lo our ramily Yf1ioo h began dalil'lg m~ 
best friend's daughter imy baby" man)' yQatS ago. I ~t him for lhe rirst 11me al Lehigh Ulliven;£ey where 
my niece-weflt •~ (;Qlege . i remember how nervous I wns mL-ellng !illmeone 1haL m)' niece [tnrough 
IOYe. not bloOd) 5Wtedl to date. I W811\'l'(I lhe best ror her .and was and h3Ve always been overly pttitectnte 
or her. I ~ll 111El\rer forget ,rie expenence ol el'lleting the resmwant, .sce-.ng my n,eoc and beJng lf!lKJduC(!d 
10 Mohsen. H~ appmathed o"Je rlf!it. with a brg genuine 5m1le anti his. fll"fil wcmls wtth ltfs ruui: acocm fiiBl'II 

• tt'sso nice m meo1 \'1'.)u Uncle Kenny, I have heard so many wonderful tningsabout y-0u~. He g:ove me 
big. warm tiu I It was such a warm and o~nu I! first et1CC1Unter and I rrellt lhe kwe and hghe corning from 
him. I arn a seR5J\Ne mim a.llld 11,e H~atly connected w111'1 mrr bac~ Ir.a,.,~ n@Veir re1• comf'odahle: with 
overly macho mell. So, hlld Qe put out n band and asked &01 a ha'1dshake. l wotddn L have tel1 Ute $8.ml: 
wPY· 

~ni arid I were togelher many times, dW'1ng family ou11ngs. get-toge I hen;, par1ies. ere:. He was alWa.ys 
kind, genlle anti spiritual. He Is 11 veiy deep Uvnkcr and had INCJnd rf ul ldeil:S about peate and love in the 
wosld. He is ve.y Zen, tor lack or a bc1tcr word. He was always wil ng 10 ~ to me about fedlngs. which 
is reatv W("f amportBnl m me .and my ne~ds .. I raml!mhi?:r go]ng oo vatatlflll to a rann rn \l'emlonc In :Z0-2(1 

Wtlt1 the tamlty and he cook".ed a beaulirut me-al, Wt! plckod our O't'ttl vegetables, talked Bbcui spiJitualll)' 
and @:Ven JM:;ioored Ille moon, Stfil5i :r11J sky at nigM while all gatho-; 1ng fl a g,oup and en1oymg lhl!! 
company om ~ach adle,. It was.a beau~ful ,,t1 l'ull m' low. 

I can affirm rnm Masflen IS genJle. sp1n1ua1, lnteU.ent a.net <!.ft a~te klrr peace and love He embfflced 
11:11.1r ramity and lllecame part al L I ha.va Datt arudaay and not the mosl C(!111iden1 hll.lmRn and a'lwa.>'5 
remember being in his pifesenc:e wm; eatming. He jliSl hus r. Wd'f Co make peopre reel good, love<! and 
valuable .. J wiU atNays k!ve hiln and be Rppn=ciaJive Df Ii. 1J11ng mt-t m and lhc tlrnt!s we h~ spanL 
together. Abhoug,b my mec:e and Mos'hen ma~ have made an ooul deas4on 1□ no longer be together, I 
still have lhe SM'I~ lm.te, s.ipf!)Dn and 1.mderstancfi g1 of who he Is He i5 an amm:ino human beinO and WI!' 
need so many lllOre peop~ I • him In lhe worlel. 

I dKIDt ltha1 1mhl!! above "iil:4ilancnl5 aff 1ml' and e.:arrttl ta lffl! bb.t af my !lcn.owl'.fd&@ and ability. 

~e11t-{alpem 
"Uncle Kermy 
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Lehigh 
Jvwi~h Stud,mt Life 

Apr 19, 2025 

Office or Jewisn Student Life 
Lehigh University Jewish Student Center 
233 w. Packer Avenue 
Bethlehem, PA 18-17 

To whom tt may concern: 

I declare !hat lhe above statements are true and correct to lhe best of my knowledge 
and 
ability.' 

I have known Mohsen Madhawi since October 2018m at which time he was 
matriculating at Lehigh University. I first met h1m during an informational session for a 
trip we were sponsoring to Israel and Palestine in the spring of 2019. I found tt 
fascinating that a Palestinian would want to participate in such a trip. And so began our 
longtime friendship at Lehigh and beyond. 

AS lhe Director or Jewish Student L~e and ASsoclate Chaplain at Lehigh University, It Is 
my job to not only support our Jewish students, but all of our students. However, my 
relationship with Mohsen had a profound impact not only on the general student body, 
but on the JewiSh students as well. 

In sharing the story or his Ille, it never amazed me how someone who had seen such 
death and violence at such a young age could end up being so dedicated to peace and 
co-existence. But !hat is Mohsen. As I've said many times to him and to others, if !here 
were someone who could actually create peace between Israel and Palestine, that 
person would be Mohsen. That sums him up. 

Mohsen changes lives wherever he goes. Even when we may have disagreed, I always 
knew !hat he cared for and respected me deeply. He always referred to me as his 
brother In peace. That is and was true. 
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I know lhat you have received numerous letters of support for Mohsen. I would just like 
to add my name. It Is an honor to be his lriend and it would be an honor to be a citizen 
of Ille same country lhat has welcomed him with such open arms. 

Please release him so he can continue lhe important work in support of human rights, 
peace. To do anylhing else would be not only a tragedy. but a travesty. 

1 decl11re that the above st:atcments :are true :rnd correct to th,: best of my knowlt-dge and 

abiUty. 

Sincerely, 

~/J?L_ 
Steven Nathan 
Endowed Director of Jewish Student Lile 

and Associate Chaplain 
610-758-4875 
215-514-3463 (cell) 
spn217@lehlgh.edu 
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April 20, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern, 

My name is Julian Melo, and I am writing this letter to provide a sincere character reference for 
my friend, Mohsen Mahdawi. I am a U.S. Army veteran and a graduate of Columbia University, 
where Mohsen and I first became acquainted. Mohsen was one of my groomsmen at my 
wedding, underscoring the depth of our friendship. He was genuinely happy and proud to take 
part, quickly befriending all the other groomsmen, and warmly inviting everyone to visit him in 
New York City, offering his home for their stay. Everyone liked him immensely. My purpose in 
writing is to offer insight into Mohsen's true character, peaceful nature, and unwavering 
commitment to compassion and justice. 

I have known Mohsen for approximately three years. We first met as fellow students at Columbia 
University, bonding immediately over our shared experiences as immigrants—myself originally 
from Brazil and Mohsen from the West Bank. Our friendship grew quickly, deeply rooted in our 
conversations and shared values. 

From our very first interactions, Mohsen made clear his devotion to peace. As a practicing 
Buddhist, Mohsen consistently spoke about the need for peaceful solutions and justice—not just 
for his people but also for the Israelis. He consistently emphasized harmony and reconciliation in 
every discussion we shared. 

A memory I hold vividly is the evening before my wedding in June 2023. Mohsen approached 
me with genuine concern, expressing uncertainty about how best to advocate for justice and 
peace for Palestine. He thoughtfully asked for my advice, and I suggested pursuing a legal career 
or founding a non-profit organization. He thanked me sincerely, demonstrating his openness to 
constructive dialogue and peaceful solutions. This was characteristic of Mohsen: compassionate, 
gentle, thoughtful, and patient. 

Throughout our friendship, I have consistently observed Mohsen's kind demeanor. He regularly 
organized meditation circles and philosophical discussions on campus, always promoting 
understanding and introspection among participants. Mohsen's interactions were always 
respectful; I have never seen or heard him express hostility or condone violence toward anyone. 

As a U.S. Army veteran, I served my country to uphold the fundamental values of free speech 
and liberty. It is precisely the exercise of these freedoms that validates our sacrifices as veterans. 
My vote for our current administration was based on the belief that our government would 
protect, not curtail, the rights of individuals—especially those legally residing within our 
borders. Mohsen is exactly the type of individual whose right to peaceful expression should be 
safeguarded. 

Protesting peacefully and advocating for justice are fundamentally American values. Mohsen 
embodies these principles through his activism, compassion, and unwavering commitment to 
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peaceful discourse. It is my firm belief, based on extensive personal experience, that Mohsen 
would never advocate violence or engage in harmful activities against others. 

I hope this letter clearly conveys Mohsen's integrity, peaceful nature, and valuable contributions 
to our community. He is the embodiment of the peaceful expression we seek to protect. 

Respectfully, 

Julian Melo 
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P,of. Ot<n Ylhod>el i ...,,,,,, )'n.S ,.,~ 

O">n')I O'llO'» oo,;i ,...1' l'l'T'lll? ,v.-..~ Uoyd Husrt famiy Chair of Ut~ n Studies 
!1m \l~U-~ n~•l\."' Ben-6~ion University of the- ffftev, Beer-SheV.), lsrael&4 IOS 

S4677$SU 'N972- ,..Em;,il; yiflach@blU,<K.,il; Ph; 
ProtffiOf' (hOn.), Des')C. of GeograJ)hV and OPU, universi1V College London 

To: Ju$tice Geoffrey ~wford 
Unrted States District Court 
Oistdct o f Vermont 
Vermont, USA 

17 April, 202S 

Re: Statement In support of Mohsen Mahdawl 

I am a eeoaraphy professor at 8en-Gurion UnNersity of the Neeev in Beersheba, 

Israel, and Univenity Colleee London. In the past I also tauaht at Cofumbia University. 

One of my areas of expertise is the lsraeli-Palestiin conflict. I am al$o 
founders of the pe:au movement 'a land for all' 

https://www.al-andfoc-all.org/english/?d=ltr ). 

one of the 
(ALFA 

This statement is In supporting Mohstn Mahdawi - a student at Columbia 

University who was rtttntJy arrts.ttd and is threatened with dePortation u.ndtr the 
unfounded daim of 'obstructin& US forei&n policy'. I stronty ur&e you to protect his ri&ht 

to stay in the USA, based on the followin&, 
I met Moh.sen twice In person during my rtcent visit to the US in Ftbruary this ytar. 

We atso corresponded a few times on email and wh.atsapp. A.$ a co•coundtr of the 
movtmtnt ' land for all' we reached out for students In tht US, and Mohstn offered 

hlmslef a.s a student leader interested in bulfdlng brldgt-.S between Jews, Israelis and 
Paleninlans.. 

As a result we started to lay down a plan for a Joint conferene of our peace 

movement with Columbia universrty. Mohsen met several other leaders of the 

movement and is well known amona the peace community in New York. 
I had a couple of long conversatios with Mohstn, where ht laid out his plans for a 

futurt peace between Israelis and Palestlnlans based on inttrnational law and a two 
state solution. He experessed strona views aaainst antisemitism and threats aaainst 

Jews on campuses. 

Hence, my observation is that Moh.sen Mahdawi fully support:$ peace, coexistenec 

with Jews and a two state solution for the lsareli Palestinian conflcit. Moh.sen stands 
against the use of violenu either in demonsttations or political contldts. 

In othtr words, Moh~n actually supports the prind ples of US ~icy to the Middle 

East and is not a threat at all to US foreian or internal policies. This has to be highly 
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April 17, 2025

I, Irene S. Clopton, depose and state as follows:

I am an individual of sound mind and legal age. I present this affidavit based on my personal

knowledge and relationship with Mohsen Mahdawi.

It is my honor and privilege to offer this letter of support for Mohsen Mahdawi.

I am a United States citizen and an attorney actively practicing in New Jersey. I am also a proud

Jewish mother.  I came to this country in 1978 with my parents as a Jewish refugee from the

former Soviet Union to escape antisemitism and oppression. 

My husband and I met Mohsen in 2019 shortly after he started dating our daughter, Nadine,

during their time together at Lehigh University. When she first told us about how she met this

intriguing Palestinian man at a party...I was honestly apprehensive....for no other reason than that

he was from Palestine.  The first night we met, he took us to the restaurant at Hotel Bethlehem

where we sat for over three hours learning about his painful journey, discussing how it was

important for “my people” to have a Jewish homeland  and his aspirations for building peace. 

Definitely, not the typical dinner conversation one would expect to have with their 21 year old

daughter and her boyfriend at college. But there was nothing typical about Mohsen Mahdawi. 

For over the course of the next two years of their relationship, Mohsen opened our hearts and

minds. Mohsen was eager to not only share his story but to listen and learn about other peoples

perspectives and struggles. He cared deeply about the suffering and injustice for all people.

Mohsen also just did simple acts of kindness. He saw that my husband had trouble with his feet,

so he researched and ordered him special shoes to help relieve the pressure.  He noticed my

mother-in-law struggling with her cane, so he found a specially shaped cane that made it easier

for her to walk. He was always concerned with my health because I have diabetes, so he would

ask me all the time how my blood sugar was and whether I needed something to eat.

Mohsen also had a profound impact on encouraging our daughter to build a strong relationship

with my parents. Mohsen always touted the importance of caring and respecting your elders. He

forged an incredible relationship with my Jewish parents, who, despite all odds, adored Mohsen.

He would sit around the dinner table for hours talking to my father about life, love and politics

(even though they have been avid supporters of President Trump).  Mohsen was always able to

find common ground built on compassion and mutual respect. He wanted to hear and understand

other people’s perspectives and experiences. Mohsen was deeply moved by my parents’ stories of

oppression and antisemitism which they suffered in the former Soviet Union. He often expressed

that if people of different faiths could just sit across the table from one another and connect

through the power of love...instead of fear...peace could be possible.
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Mohsen relished the opportunity to take part in Jewish holidays with our family. I remember how

he had tears in his eyes after we asked him to light the Chanukah candles. And one of our longest

Passover dinners was with Mohsen because he wanted to recite every prayer and read every

passage.  

One of my fondest memories was when I came to visit Lehigh, Mohsen told my daughter he

would be late to the party she wanted him to attend because he wanted to bring me to a bar in

town that was built inside an old speakeasy.  He picked me up and on the way to the bar stopped

at the Hillel house to pick up the University rabbi, whom he befriended.  It sounds like the

opening line to a joke...but the rabbi, the Palestinian and the Jew, did walk into the bar together

and they had a great time.  We talked about Judaism, Mohsen’s contribution to Lehigh, we

laughed and, from what I recall, had some pretty good cocktails. My daughter called Mohsen

from the party sounding upset that he was late...and I just remember him saying I am sorry I am

late but I am at the bar with your mother and the rabbi and we are having a really good time.

Whether its speaking before Congregations or hanging out at a bar with a rabbi and your

girlfriend’s Jewish mother, Mohsen’s mission was always to bring people together and to build

bridges and understanding.

To claim that Mohsen Mahdawi is an anti-Semite or Hamas supporter is absurd. To incarcerate a

man who is loved and admired by so many people, including countless Jews is a travesty of

justice.  And to deprive him of due process because he speaks out against the killing of innocent

Palestinians undermines the values for which our country stands for.  Mohsen Mahdawi’s goals

and mission as a peace keeper should be celebrated, instead of destroyed.  Keeping him in jail, or

deporting him knowing full well that his life would be in jeopardy, is a tragedy.

I humbly and respectfully request that Mohsen Mahdawi be afforded due process and that his

rights be upheld.

Thank you for your consideration.

I declare that the above statements are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and ability.

Respectfully,

Irene S. Clopton
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The Honorable Judge Geoffrey Crawford 
United States Court 
For the District of Vermont 

April 18, 2025 

Your Honor, 

I am writing to express my support for Mr. Mohsen Mahdawi and my shock at his detention. 
I met Mr. Mahdawi as part of a series of exploratory meetings that he initiated to navigate the 
conversation here in the US, particularly on campuses, away from the extreme polarization that 
we have seen tear these communities and our nation apart over the past year and a half. Far 
from extremism, Mr. Mahdawi was focused on uplifting constructive solutions that would create 
relief for both Palestinians and Israelis suffering on the ground. In these conversations he 
ardently spoke about the desire to reach a peace agreement that would provide permanent 
sustainable solutions for both peoples.  

I myself have been dedicated to a similar desire since my childhood in Israel. Since the horror of 
October 7th, I have thrown myself into supporting peacemakers on the ground who are tirelessly 
working on solutions for everyone that will permanently halt the cycle of violence. As such, I 
have become the lead organizer in New York for the Friends of Standing Together and a Co-
Organizer of Israelis for Peace. I would like to refute the claim that Mr. Mahdawi is an 
antisemite. He reached out in partnership to Jews and Israelis alike,  both privately in meetings 
like the ones that I described above, and he decried antisemitism publicly, early on in this 
heartbreaking war, in the widely circulated clip from 60 minutes in December of 2023.  

Mr. Mahdawi’s detention and the serious challenge to his immigration status due to these 
unfounded allegations is a tragedy both for Mr. Mahdawi and for all of us as Americans. 
America was founded on the full and true principle of free speech, while since then as a nation 
we have evolved significant protections against hate speech. We must cherish and guard these 
principles and protections, so that we can continue to live in a prosperous and thriving 
democracy which is rightly a source of pride for us all and an example for the world. 

I declare that the above statements are all true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 
ability. 

Sincerely, 

Tamara Gayer 
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Apnl 17. 2024 

ro wnom II Ma~ concerr.. 

M), name Is. tJoa Bamr. I Am a Jewish Israel~ and a lll'oud American dOzen slflCE 2002. 

I am iln author ol the rnemot. ·Atand Twa Promised• an lsra"i \Vcma.n'sOJcs! tot Peace~, and a 

l)IO(essional gt0,ytelle1. I had lhe honor and io, ol meeting l~n ~-In C>aobe· 2019 al Lelrlijh 

Uni\--e,sity, PA where hp was a studellt I was iw11ed b~ lheot:oe olJewiSh Student Ule as an 811is1 in 

residence lonhree <la)'$ lo speak, perlom, and lead a wod,shop, Mohsen and I had an immccfrate 

oonnection. His SIOC), ol d'litdhood lr.llima and taSli.ience moved me. His cmrm, pubtlc speaking skl!s and 

his >bill!\' to IIOflllinel-/ liS!eo wl h oo:npasSiolt, encleatecl him to me. 

Together we lead a speaking eveni for studenls and faculty ialking abouc ou, flvod eXPCrience as an 1$raef1 

and Palestinian. Monsen waf. also tnvite<f 10 the~ for a O & Aahe, m~ perlormance of my on, MMMn 

shov,. Whele I tel ll1f $10')' ol m~ friendShlp ·#Ith a Patestlnlan woman and lllf Slories ol OU! families. Hf was 

also en a<:IJve participant 1n an klterfai'th wo,11shoP I oonoUdod on campus. 

WE were Pl"""""'9 d"'°9U(l, oompassoonate IISlen:ng and a pea«IUI ~UC sclubon ta lhE oontlrc: 1h31 

nas araumallZed bOth 01001 $0Clel,ea ano both 01 us p&T$01'13!1Y Motis.en IS a passlon..~te adVOeate MCI 

wpponer ot peace ano Is alWays seeking ww,s ta build onctge.s, oonnecuons anc dlalogl.Ht writ IStaehs ana 

.klws. t know Mohsen to be an exlre,r,elv lhough~ul and oompassionai. lndMdual who deeplt believes In 

oon-vinlenoP. HP hit.< r.hoM-'!n a spiritual pa!h of 811ddhi:tun 

Mohsen Is a man ot pe3C&, and a peace actMs: tike me. dedicated to a solution ot juslice and coexistence 

for our peopfe. He 1s conlinuedty looking fo,way$ to~ othets and a:rvicc~ them with the Wed 

experience ol bolt tsrae1$ and Palestinians. Sffl our W'lltla mc!CIW)g. we have lalkod on numerous 

occaSrOns on the poone and h.M" kcp: 1n IOUch. In ooe ol DUI iasl convers.alJi.)l'IS, he shared with me Iha: he 

wan<s to cpen a molh siyte Sll>ryleJlw,g dut, f0< ""'8115 and Palestinians atC...mbla Univ.,..ry's campus, 

whefe lhe) wit tel thei< personal Slories. We ta!ked about possibly bmging lll)O ""'' 111e,e. 

I was moftfled to hea1 ot MohSen·s detention. Hts passion aoo contnbutions to, Qeace and t.r'lderslanding 

are esscntlat. He need$ le be tree. 

I declare that the above S!atemenr.s are trve ane correct to tne t>eS{ 01 my (OO'Medge ano alH:11). 

www.noab8um.c:on-. 

13 Devon Rd., SIM,, Spring MO 2091( 
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To: Court consJcrering Mohsen Mahds,wi"s Case 
From: Ro'be rt Drysdate ~md Patricia H igg1ns 
Subject: Letter of 5 uppo rt for Moh sen Maha awl 

Dear Si1r or M aelam: 

April 18, 2025 

Monsen Mahdawi has attenl'.letl Hanover Frie-ndrS Meeting (Quaker). We are tong .. time 
members of this religious.group and ere very concerned about his arrrest and the Intention 
of the Srate Department to deport him. 

Some statements about him in the memo from Secretary of Stat,e RutJio appear to be fal"8e, 
and no evJdence has llleen g~ven to support.them. In particular. the statemertt that he 
"engaged in threatening rl\etonc and int[mldatlon of pm-lsraeU lbvstanders" contradicts en 
article in the Col1Jmbla Spectator. Acco rcllng to 'Ule ColumbJs Spoctaror he said, "'Shame 
on you"' to an lridMdualwho shouted antisemltic statements. t-te expressed gratitude to 
the "'Jewish brothers and sfsters who stand with ius today.• An article In the 1Gatht1mJst 
quotes Mikey Barratt, a JewJsh lsraetl who re oenUy graduated from Oo1lu mb la, as saying, 
"'Meeting M'os'hen reminded me 11hatthe cause of peace is worth figtlitlill for." He said: thlU 
lie participated ln Helhelewi''.9 weekly meetings between Pales~nians and Jews. 

A.s a former member of the New l-lampstilre legislature and a mediato,, I (Partrlcia) know 01 

nothing 1nore h.1ndamental to the process of'acourate disagreement' and ,cr,eativ.e 
resoll.Jltion of conmc:t than regutar convarsationiS with tnose with Whom you disaeree. 
Mol'\sen understands that principle and built opportunlti~ tor both Jews and Palestinla".s 
to panlclpate in ,creatlog posslbl.e Joint efforts to begin to heat the div,ide. 

By a Lt accounts 1hatwe have seen Mallldewi has beenwa:rking for peace. On what basi.s 
does Socreta ry Rubio say that his a ctrons couldl .. potentially und'.ermlne· the Middle East 
peace process? Deporitinga pe-rn,anent resident shouEd require ev.dencer not just an 
unsupported clalm. 

We d acl.e rre toat the above st.a~ments a re hue and correct 10 the Dest ot our 11cnowtedge 
and ability~ 

A-,r-L(I'--~ 

Robert Drysdale 
Emeri1us 'Profe-ssor of Computer Science, Dartmouth 

~ ~ r }tr• • r/i;t/4b t ~ · • /l 
Patric~a t-t]ggins /, • 
Former M em1be r, 
New Hampshire Hou1e of Repr,esentati\les 
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April 18th, 2025 

To whom it may concern, 

I first met Mohsen Mahdawi when he attended a screening of a 
film I had just completed about the conflict between 
Palestinians and Israelis in the West Bank. I recall that Mohsen 
was very moved by the film and asked to be introduced Dov 
Taylor, the Rabbi who had taken a group of American Jews to 
Israel to see the situation first hand and who had asked me to 
document the trip. Rabbi Taylor invited Mohsen to join us as we 
showed the film throughout the northeast. His presence was a 
gift, not only to us, but to the audiences who came to see the 
film. 

Mohsen is a remarkable human being. There's a radiance 
about him that attracts all who encounter him. He's warm and 
smart and kind and fun to be with. Over the years I have 
watched him become a leader, a scholar, a Buddhist 
practitioner and a very effective peacemaker. The idea that 
he is "a danger to America" is preposterous. We need more 
people like Mohsen in this country now, more than ever. 

Please return Mohsen to his community, to his studies and to his 
mission as he described it in 2020: "My purpose in life is to make 
peace in myself and to teach people to make peace inside 
themselves" 

Thank you. 

~ Mt!~ 
Anne Macksoud 

I declare that the above statement is true and correct to the best of my 
ability 
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 “I declare that the above statements are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and ability.” 

I am currently retired. In my earlier careers, I taught classics at the university level. Prior to that, I was an 
economist for two Boston investment management firms and for Barings Bank (U.K.) 

I was introduced to Mohsen Mahdawi when I was planning an adult education course on the Israel/Palestine 
conflict for Osher (formerly ILIAD) in collaboration with Dartmouth College. After our first conversation, I 
immediately invited him to lead one of the class sessions. In that class, he expressed clearly the trauma to 
which he had been subjected growing up in a refugee camp. He also expressed his equal empathy for the 
trauma of Israelis in the present and of Jewish people through the ages. Several members of the class were 
Jewish, and Mohsen was able to connect with them in open and caring dialogue. When I taught the class a 
second time, I again invited Mohsen to speak. 

I also worked with Mohsen in multiple volunteer organizations and networks promoting peace in the Middle 
East. His commitment to non-violence and mutual understanding was unquestionable. He worked with the 
board of the New England Network for Justice for Palestine, the majority of whose members at that time were 
Jewish. All of them considered Mohsen to be a force for reconciliation. 

In everything I know about Mohsen’s academic career, he has pursued and advocated for human rights, 
mutual respect and above all, mutual compassion. I consider him a moral and spiritual leader, not only for any 
community he enters, but also for me personally. He has always been a force for good in the Upper Valley 
community and remains so. His imprisonment is grievous and traumatic for all of us. 

Finally, I wish to state that any suggestion that Mohsen is anti-Semitic is entirely false. 

Signed, 

Mary J. Wilson 
Ph.D. (Northwestern University) 
M.B.A. (Harvard School of Business Administration)
B.A. (Bryn Mawr College)

1052 NH Route 10 
Orford, NH 0377 
(603) 359-0166
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Joby Thompson 
16 Church St 
Woodstock VT 

To Whom it may concern: 

April 17th 2025 

I have known my friend Mohsen Mahdawi for 8 years. I met him in 
conjunction with a film about Palestine and Israel called Seeing 
Through The Wall Meeting Ourselves in Palestine & Israel. 

To me, Mohsen personifies all that is good in the world: peace, 
friendship, love, kindness and sensitivity to the feelings/suffering of 
others. It is very upsetting to me that Mohsen has to endure this 
difficult ordeal when he has done nothing wrong or illegal. 
The thought that he could be deported to Israel where his life would 
be in danger is intolerable to me and it's shameful that deportation is 
even being considered. ' 

I pray that Mohsen will be set free immediately so that he can return 
to his studies, and get on with his valuable life's work of 
peacemaking. 

Sincerely, ,.. 

,,_ b I..,\ '-t I \:,CV\ \ I ..... : · C "'v\ 
\,, 

Joby Thompson 

I declare that the above statement is true and correct, to the best of 
my knowledge and ability. 
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April 18, 2025 

To whom it may coucem . ., 

Mohseo 1'.·labdawi titsl m.ade au impression upo1l me wheu we me, iJl 20 l 7. djscussing. bis 
conuuitmeau to daily prayer ru\d e;i-.·ui1ude, dedicating time each moruiog. to pray fot bis people, 
speak of bis p.ratefuloess foe his fjfe and all 1he Jjfe and people who suppo11 him. 

Sioce thi':n. Moh.sen and J have sioce spen1 the 1najol'ity of out rela1io11sbip in prayer and 
1uedi1ation. I aJU fil'ekeepe,· wi1bio the lndig.e.nous lt'adilions of the uor1heas1. where. I bold prayet 
ceretnooy. of which rvtobsen bas aueoded. Mohseo's pl'ayets are a quaking experience. His teatS 
in 1be sweat lodge are ptaye1-s: fo1· peace-praye:i-s th.a1 have lflutsfonucd people and broken JUany 
bea11S open with compassion. Whether praying. io his native lai\.guage or in English, he ofte1l 
prays for the peace and well•be-iog for 1he people of Abl'ah.un. I feel lto11esty iu bis wol'ds alld 
love in his C'01U.1nihne111 to lhe cessa1ioll of suffeti.1lg of all people, especially the descendants of 
Abraham. 

l11ere lies a potency in Mollseu's C'hataC'1e1· which ceveals all exeiuplal')' model of masculinity. He 
is bo11es1 alld 11Uli1naills a high e1bie ill bis speech, his behavior. and bis con:uni111-ien1 to his life 
duties. l11e convic1io11 behind his dedicatioo to nou-violem and peaceful activism is a powerful 
C'teed a1 this time ill Eattb's bis101y. l11ese quali1.ies ill a ,nan ate disanning and establish a StJ'OO.£. 
se.u.se of safo1y in social envitoou1ems: artd I.he amance of his emotional iutelligeoce and his 
hea11 allows him 10 build brid@es betwe,en biJUself alld people who nti£!,111 01be1wise expe,ience 
C'onflict <hie 10 theil' beliefs and wotld views. 

Mohseo bas a tmique ability to sit wi1b people expel'ienci.ng grief and pain. This quality is all 
asset 10 ow· c.ornmwtiry as Mohse11 l'eminds us the t'C'lief of suffering is a coullnunity activity. A 
C'Olll1mmi1y th.11 grieves 1o~ether will conunit to itself a1id i1s pt'Ospel'ity. Mobsen meets the paill I 
express .about my life with aC'eeptaoce, aod en1b1-aces it with poise aod coinpas.sioo, helpi11g me 
dimlltisb the ~p of the past with dle pze of bis eyes Bild 1he sincerity of his bean. 

I lU'g_e the cout1 to 1-elease Mobseo Mahdawl and renu11 him to otu· couunwtity to help retun1 us 
to wboleoess. Mobse11 's abseoce is a significant void and deptives us of h.is ~·ea1 gifts of love 
and CO!llJ)aS.Sion.ate leadership. His contributions aod charaC'ter deinonstra1e values of i1ue-~'ity, 
peace and 1he pursuit of Creedom., and lllBllY 01.hets ln which Americ.a rnkes ptide. 

I declal'e 1.bat 1he above s1a1ernen1s ate true and cofl'e<.'t to the b~t of 1:ny knowledge and abili1y. 

SinC'erely, 

ijsil 
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April 18, 2025

To whom it may concern,

My name is Tarik Samman. I am a Research Associate at Harvard Law School and a United States citizen. 
I am writing this letter in support of my friend Mohsen Mahdawi’s release on bail. Mohsen is a man whose 
character, spirit, and moral clarity have had a profound influence on me and on many others who have had 
the honor of knowing him. Through this letter, I aim to provide a deeper understanding of who Mohsen was 
before the student protests and the media storm that followed, demonstrating clearly that he has never—
and will never—pose any threat to America or its communities. By the end of this letter, I hope you will be 
convinced that April 14th should have marked the beginning of Mohsen’s life in America as a rightfully 
American citizen, rather than the start of the unjust fate imposed upon him.

I have known Mohsen for more than three years. We met as students at Columbia University, and our 
friendship has only grown since then. Over countless late-night walks through New York City, we spoke 
about life, politics, faith, philosophy, love, and what it means to be a human being in a fractured world. In 
those conversations, Mohsen shared with me stories of his upbringing in a refugee camp, and how his love 
for an American girl eventually brought him to the United States. He also told me why he chose to pivot 
from computer science to the study of philosophy, a field that, in his words, nurtures the intellectual 
curiosity that lies at the heart of who he is.

That same trait, which led him to study philosophy, also shaped the way he moves through the world and 
interacts with others. For Mohsen, learning is not limited to books or abstract ideas; it extends into his 
interest in people around him. He once told me, “You can be friends with anyone. But to do that, you first 
have to humanize them. Approach them with humility, with an open mind and an open heart, free from 
judgment, and guided by the belief that there is always something to learn, always something to share, and 
always a way to connect.” And he has proven this to me time and time again.

In every social setting and in every interaction, I was there, watching him break down mountains of ice and 
turn cold strangers into people who were suddenly willing to open up and share their stories. I saw it happen
many times with Uber drivers, with food truck workers, and with students we met at various school events. 
One incident comes to mind. We were walking with a group of friends late at night in Harlem when we 
came across a semi-hostile, intoxicated man on the street who nearly acted aggressively toward us. But 
Mohsen changed the course of that moment when he decided to engage with him, calmly and openly. Before 
long, they were bonding over their shared experiences of difficult childhoods.

Mohsen’s ability to learn from others, to humanize them, and to build genuine bonds did not stop at 
strangers. It extended even to those who disagreed with him, to those who did not see eye to eye with him, 
and to those on the other side of his people’s conflict. Despite an upbringing shaped by trauma and war,
and a body marked by bullet scars, Mohsen has never allowed hatred to grow in his heart or permitted 
violence to take hold of his thoughts. Instead, he favored the courageous approach of standing up peacefully 
for what he believes in and was even more courageous in his willingness to engage with those who think 
differently. He identified with them, built friendships, stood up for them when others tried to cause harm, 
and always sought common ground.

Mohsen’s belief in respecting human dignity, in the power of peace that transcends politics, and in Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s words that “injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere” were not mere 
slogans he used to impress or manipulate. They were not sentiments reserved for moments when cameras 
were pointing at him to manufacture a certain narrative. These were convictions that Mohsen had lived by 
and followed with actions years before the war in Gaza. When Mohsen was just a student, with a strict 
scheduled focus on his studies, school engagement, friends, and gym routine. During that time, he sought 
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friendships with people from the other side.He shared coffee, dinners, and hours of conversation with the 
aim of bringing the two communities together, hoping to create a path towards peace in their country and 
anend to all forms of injustice. The same country, where their families continueto sharefear,war, and a
history soaked in blood.Through empathy and dialogue, he was able to earn their trust and build lasting 
friendships.It is no surprise, then, that some of them are now outspoken advocates for his release.

In a time when polarization is at an all-time high in our country, I find it painfullyironic to label Mohsen 
as a threat. In a nation where many of us struggle to evenspeak to those we disagree with, Mohsen has 
embraced this country’s ideals with sincerity and respect. He has lived as if the principles we claim to 
uphold—freedom, democracy, and the self-evident truththat all men are created equal—are not just words 
but realities worth striving toward. Heused those ideals as tools to build connection, foster understanding, 
and create a safe environment for engaging in hard conversations and meaningfuldialogue.And yet, inthe 
uncertain and fearful world we are entering, the voice of peace is being silenced by a reality distorted by
baselessallegations,drowningusin a wave of hatred that targets the most vulnerable among us. In such a 
world, Mohsen has been left to face an unjust and obscure fate. I encourage you to look beyond the headlines 
and examine who Mohsen was long before the media spotlight. Listen to his speeches from before the 
student protests—like the one he gave at Packer Memorial Church after the New Zealand shooting. Read 
abouthis collaboration with Noa Baum and the weekly meetings he held with her. These efforts speak 
volumes and would leave anyone wondering:is this the kind of person who would ever resort to violence? 
Is he an actual threat? The answer is becoming increasingly clear. The growing support he is receiving from 
diverse communities, along with the many letters currently being sent on his behalf, make one thing 
undeniable: Mohsen is not a threat. He is a bridge-builder and a man of peace.

As a friend of Mohsen, I feel heartbroken that he is being held in prisonand extremelyworried about the 
life-threatening risks he could face if deported.As an American, I feel disappointed in our legal systemand
ashamed that we may be proving Mohsen wrong about the ideals he believed this country stood for. And 
asa researcher at Harvard, I stand alongside many of my international peers in growing fear, watching 
Mohsen’scase unfold and wondering whether any one of us might be next.

Thiscurrent state of fear that many of us are living in must be broken before it becomes normalized and 
turns into a cycle. A new precedent must be set for how we treat students facing deportation. That precedent 
can begin nowwith the immediate release of Mohsen on bail, returning him to his friends, to his community, 
and to America, where he deserves to be.

I declare that the above statements are all true and correct to the best of my ability.

Sincerely,
Tarik Samman
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Letter of Support for Mohsen Mahdawi

Before the pandemic, I attended services and joined the First Unitarian Universalist Society of
Hartland, where Mohsen Mahdawi also attended and spoke. There are some people who are
actively peaceful, whose very presence is calming and who heal divisions. Mr. Mahdawi is one of
those people. I have become a Trump supporter because I was disturbed by the censorship of
divergent views and inconvenient facts regarding covid-19 as well as the coercion exercised by
the previous administration. I cannot talk politics with many of my old friends and even family,
because even though people think of themselves as peaceful and tolerant and able to hear
divergent opinions, most do not have the inner peace that Mohsen has. We desperately need
healers like Mr. Mahdawi in our country. It would be our great loss if, instead of being granted
citizenship, he were deported.

I declare that the above statements are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and ability

Anne Laurel Stevenson

79 Mace Hill Rd

Hartland, VT 05048

516.242,6752

April 18, 2025
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April 17. 2025 
To Whom it M11y u,ncan: 

r am writing in suppon. of Moh:scn l\•IRhdaw'- :Hfs dctenlion ls causing grea1 concern among his many 
rricnd:s 1n the Upptt Vwley. 

I have .known Mohsi.::n for nine years. I firsl met him while he worked as 21 ~an~ teller. in rny_ ncighborh,,od, and lat~r .spent rime with hin~ -.vJ1e11 we ~oth_~~~~ded the Unatanan Umvcrsnh~ Church in Hurtfatld, Vermont. I was in.10Llth with h1m before h1& tnp with Anne Mucksoud w1d RobbL Tnylor 
(~l(m). 

/1. former elemenbH)' school teacher. l currently \\.'Ork with schoolchildren in the After-School program 
in Hartlend. 

Mohsen ha$ always bttn a person of love and compassion. encouraging discour~e and ":utusl _ 
understanding. He especially vnfucd our fricnd$hip bcc:1Usc I 11m J~wish. Despn.e growmg up ma refugee crunp in difficult drcwmtances.. he h.as always been 11 bridgeabuilder. 

fn rcccm yem J have followoo Mohsert on f,Lcebook. where I heve sec=n ,.,idea dijps ofhrm in one of 
his classes at Columbia Univcrshy, where-in ho sincerely attcmpc.s lo promote compassion. empa1hy. 
and understanding :as the class addres$cS the l~mcli~Pnlcslinian sltualion. 

Jn 2016.. Mohsen traveled with and helped facilitate Ll trip with filmmaker Anne Macksoud 1u,d Rabbi 
Dov TayJor, which resulted in 1hc documental)'. ''Seeing Through Lhc Walli Me~ing Ou~elve!. in 
Pale:;tine and fsrael" https:/1-.-.w".'',films.vtip.org/ Here is e summary~ "'This film tbllows a group of American Jei,1,s l\lho truveled whh their Rabbi, Dov Tayloi; to Palcstine-lsroel in 2016 seeking to 
und~rstand what limk.ukc.far P. lcst.iuLans in the Occupied West.Ba.ilk .. i.nduding EastJcrusalem. They met with lsraeJis and Palestinian.'i', Jews and Chri1>1ians and lvluslims., e-a~h with their m: n narrative. 
most wishing to Jive ln pe:-icc. Thcjoumey beet1mc an intense encounter for the r,articipants. not only Vtith people they mel, but also with their own preconceptions. For many. the c-xpcricnce was 
transformative . .. Seeing Through the WaJI" invites ttnd challenges viewers to question their own assumptions and prejudices." 

Even during rhe time at Columbia U. when Mohsc:n was advoc-ating for Pa1estinian rights. he 
mnintained his dignity and commitment to dialogue and intercultural/ interfaith bridge-building. 
To quote today's Gotffemist (plc3se note my underlining): "'Mahdnwi. 34, "'ho was active in BuddhiSt 
affairs on campus. wnrkcd ltJ fonn n broHdwbased coalition of advocate!> for peace in both lsrnel ancl 
Gaza. c~·eµ BS ruhcr pro-~,.destinian student protesters l?l'C\ more 1adical, according to his classmates 
~nd assocm~s; Mah_da"" 1 condemned antisemitisn1 during public protests and deliberately sought to 
mclu~e Jewish end ~sracJi st~dents in discussions. Last fitll, Mahda\l,i beg.!n wedd) mcelings v.ith 
istac!• s1udems to _discuss thc-rr upbringing ~nd beliefs al out the long- immcring lsrneli-Pnlcstinfon conflrct. the assoc,mc.-s said·· 

I hank you for your consideration. I declare that rhc abo\ c statements are true and correct to the bc. t of 

m} ~4•7;;wt~~ 
Ariel Arwc11 1 J B Fox Den Rd. Hartlamt, VT 05048 603) 4 lJ.3561 
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Aprfl 17, 2025 

Caroline Crilig 
44 AzalH Cfrcle, unit 9 

letb~'r of Support: fer Moh:ien Mahdawl 

White River Ju11ction1 'VT 0S00l 

To whom it may con« rll, 

I aim president of the Gardem Homeowners Association where Mohse,n Ma hdaiwi r,e.sidll!!s. He as 
a ne ghbo.- a111d a friend, and II am writing In !:iupi:JOJ't of r-eleasihj Mohsen from lncarceratio11 .!Ind 
allowing hfm to finish h1$ Untted States cltizemihlp, 

Mohscn Is a n!lipn!IS@nt.!ltlo,n of what everyone In th world .should be., a ','ery kind, g;:ent1e, .and 
Ilea rt centered person. We ha\l'e had conve rsartions phnosophic-.alrv of the Im porta nee to find an 
lnn~r co11necti0r, 0f peace within ourselves as wen a,s with others. When a community rsst.iie 
arose, he willingly offered hr$ help to act as a mediator. He wu calm and lf.st~n~d wJth empathy 
to ooth sides, guiding the conversations to oom to a peaceful resolutfon. 

Mohsen is an amazing c::ompa-5:Sionate person who liv@.-S from his heart ;and 1s rooted in this 
Vermont community. Ploase conskt!'r th~$ letter-to support hi5 releaise. 

l declare that the above stab! merits are true a 11d correct to the b~.st cf my knowledp and 

abllfiv. 

Sim:eretv, 

~~ 
Caroline era lg 
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Pales1iuiaus. bua to Jews BJld tsrnelis dJal he believc.-s ruust be p:1.11 of any peaceful solution. 
Mohseu would ;i.lways reiterale tbnt peace in Palestine required peace with Israelis :.'Ind tb3t both 
peoples on the sawe land llllLSI come together and live peacefuUy with one another. The destiny 
of both Isrnelis and Palesti.nians is intertwined. 

To IJ'ansronu the world, Mohsen believes i1 is nece-SS:uy to be non•violeo1 aud to work 
within the confines of 1.he law. Al Cohunbia. Mohseo eo•founded s1ude111 otganiza1ious including 
the Ptdestinian Student Unioa and Cohuubia Apa11heid Divest, He organized peacefoJ protesrs 
and fos·lered diaJogue on campus. even reaching oul to 1he Jewish colllJllunity and Israelis. 
including families of host.ages taken on Oc1ober 7*. Moltsen has never been violent in his 
ac1iv1sm and always stayed witbio the bouods of the law. 

Mohsen is a brilliant yotmg man, and his academic ach.ievements ai-e a testament to this. 
He ls a philosophy umjor due to graduate next month, He was accepted to graduate school at 
Colwnbia. Mohseu•s dreams are 10 become a lawyer and 10 wol'k in the fie ld of human rj.g.ltts 
taw. He believes io the ruJe oflaw. \Vheu I was accepted 10 Jaw school, Mohsen told me 1ba1 we 
wouJd be ri~u behind me a:ud ca1cb up. I believe he will not ouly anain this goaJ but become one 
of the finest litigators and defenders of hum:m rig.hrs. 

I aru deeply c<u1c-erued aboUI his well-bein,g. and the effects a long: pel'iod of detemiou will 
have on hint the conummity. and bis academic putsuits. Mohseu is beloved by everyone in the 
Upper Valley who bas met him. Eve1yo11e is feeling a profol111d sense of loss due to bis absence 
aod what lrauspired wbic-h I capmred on video, I believe Mobseo is not a fliglu risk. and his deep 
roots in our communily are a les1ameu1 to this. 

I dtdart that tht abo\'t sUtttmtnts art I.rut tnd rorrttt to tht best or my knowledge and 
11bUity. 

Respec1fully, _ /; /J/ 

~~-
C.uri&1opber J. Helali 

JA 209 

 Case: 25-1113, 07/14/2025, DktEntry: 105.1, Page 212 of 256



EXHIBIT 1  

2:25-cv-00389-gwc     Document 19-1     Filed 04/22/25     Page 161 of 204

JA 210

 Case: 25-1113, 07/14/2025, DktEntry: 105.1, Page 213 of 256



To Whom It May Concern, April 17, 2025 

I am writing this letter in strong support of Mohsen Mahdawi, a dear friend whom I have 
had the privilege of knowing since the spring of 2021. Over the past several years, we 
have spent meaningful time together in both Vermont and New York—sharing meals, 
engaging in deep conversations about global peace efforts, and playing music. These 
moments have offered me a consistent window into Mohsen’s extraordinary character, 
which is rooted in empathy, clarity, and deep integrity. 

When I first met Mohsen, I was working as a Waldorf teacher in Vermont. During a 
pivotal time in my life, when I transitioned to a new teaching position, Mohsen offered 
his support in a way that was both generous and grounding—helping me move and 
offering emotional steadiness through a stressful period. This is just one example of his 
quiet, unwavering commitment to the people in his life. 

Mohsen is not only a friend but also a deeply principled person whose life is devoted to 
inner growth, social justice, and collective liberation. His commitment to non-violence is 
not performative—it is rooted in practice, study, and a constant effort to understand 
himself and others more deeply. He brings a calm, thoughtful presence into every space 
he enters, and models compassion in moments that demand courage and nuance. 

His academic and campus contributions are significant. Mohsen co-founded both the 
Palestinian Student Union and Columbia Apartheid Divest, organizations that have 
played a vital role in raising awareness, building solidarity, and fostering respectful 
dialogue around pressing global issues. He has organized peaceful protests, 
consistently encouraging approaches rooted in nonviolence and bridge-building. His 
engagement in interfaith and intercultural activities has demonstrated a rare capacity for 
listening, synthesis, and creating space for mutual understanding among communities 
that often struggle to connect. 

Mohsen also has a long-standing history of prosocial behavior—offering support to 
peers, mentoring younger students, and volunteering his time and labor to collective 
projects. In addition to his organizing work, Mohsen has literally helped build 
community: he has been part of local building projects, showing up physically to help 
others create spaces of care, learning, and mutual aid. Whether through philosophical 
dialogue or showing up with tools in hand, he offers himself wholly. 

Academically, Mohsen is a serious and gifted student of philosophy. His intellectual 
rigor, combined with his ethical commitment, has led to his acceptance into a master’s 
program at Columbia—an achievement that speaks to both his brilliance and his steady 
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work ethic. He is not only pursuing knowledge, but integrating it into action, shaping his 
life around principles that serve both Individual groWlh and collective liberation. 

His current detention has sent a tremor through our community. His absence is fell 
deeply--emotlonally, professionally, and socially. Mohsen is a pillar In our shared efforts 
to cultivate justice, empathy, and thoughtful resistance. His presence is not only 
stabilizing-it is transformative. 

I can say without hesitation that Mohsen is not a flight risk. He is profoundly rooted here: 
in relationships, in responsibilities, in commitments both academic and personal. His 
dedication to his studies, his work, and his community Is steadfast. 

I miss him. We miss him. His absence Is not only a loss for those who love him, but a 
loss to the very institutions and communities that he has so patiently and powerfully 
helped to build. 

I declare lhat the above statements are true and correct to the best of my knowledge 
and ability. 

Sincerely, 

G-crutl~ 
Cory Wale12ko 

Portland, ME 

JA 212 
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April 17, 2025 

I, Daniel D. Fraser, depose and state as follows: 

I am an individual of sound mind and legal age writing this of my own free will. I submit 
this affidavit based on my personal knowledge and relationship with Mohsen K. 
Mahdawi, my dear friend and roommate.   

Mohsen and I met over nine years ago, in Dec. of 2015. He was looking for a place to 
live and I had a room available. We met and instantly connected, he moved in on Jan. 
4, 2016. Since that time our friendship has grown having been built on trust and respect 
for each other. He was new to the area, but quickly learned his way around, he studied 
hard to fine tune his language skills and understand how our culture was different 
from  the one he grew up in. He has flurished in every area, studying long and hard to 
become fluent in English, finding employment, pursuing higher education.  

As our bond as friends grew we found our lives overlapping more and more. The Upper 
Valley area of VT/NH is a small place and everyone knows everyone else. At the time, I 
was running and managing my family business, a general store. Mohsen was balancing 
taking classes at Dartmouth College, in Hanover, NH (1 mile away from where we live) 
with trying to find employment that would be flexible for his class schedule and 
academic work load. I hired him to be a manager  at our family store. Mohsen was given 
a key to the front door, the code to the alarm system, full access to financial information, 
opened and closed the store independently when scheduled, managed staff, and did 
everything from stocking shelves, running register to office management and handling 
thousands of dollars (in cash) on a daily basis. If this was not enough, he used his 
technology skills to install a more thorough security system throughout the entire store 
(many rooms and 3 floors). He successfully negoiated a new credit card rate with our 
carrier saving us in the ballpark of $20,000 to $30,000 in just one year!  Finally he used 
his computer skills to successfully navigate our computer point of sale system allowing 
us to no longer require the services of our existing contractor. This alone saved us over 
$15,000.00 in service calls, maintenance, etc. Mohsen could do it all and was available 
24/7 to assist (unlike the previous company that worked a regular 9-5, Mon.-Fri. 
schedule, providing us with no night or weekend support. Finally Mohsen upgraded the 
system and after much research changed our platform to a much faster, efficient 
system.   

Mohsen and I have traveled together repeated to different destinations in the USA. We 
have met many people from a wide range of backgrounds who have become friends of 
ours that we still stay in contact with. He has an amazing talent when it comes to 
connecting and establishing bonds with people. He loves to learn each persons story, 
goals and adventures. He has establishe close friendships with people  from many 
countries around the world and a wide range of religions including those of the Jewish, 
Catholic, Unitarian Universalist and Buddist  religions. He is well respect by many 
religious leaders of various faiths across the country.    
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Mohsen has welcomed me into his family via phone and facetime (since they live in 
Palestine) and I have brought him to many of my family gatherings on various holidays 
(Thanksgiving, Christmas), cookouts, etc. He knows all my siblings, nieces, nephews, 
parents as well as many extended family members too.   
   
He loves to cook and is extremely talented at it too. On more than one occasion while at 
Dartmouth he has invited students over to share meals. He once invited 12 students all 
from different countries to join us. He made authenic dishes such as mansaf, 
maqloobah, kuftah, just to name a few. His friends have become mine and mine his. I 
am still in contact with several from this group many years later. He helps people bond 
over meals and our home has become a melting pot for individuals around the world to 
learn, respect each other and enjoy different cultures. Mohsen forms very strong bonds 
with all people regardless of age, religion, economic status or any other factor. People 
instantly sense his commitment and pasion for making the world a more loving and 
peaceful place and want to surround themselves with Mohsen's energy.   
   
He happily shares his life story and has spoken dozens of times around the Upper 
Valley at many schools, houses of worship and for non-profits. He has also presented at 
several conventions and workshops around the country (Chicago, California)  as the 
key-note speaker.  
   
In our comunity, he has supported many non-profits by attending fundraising events 
and/or helping to set up or work at activities: everything from The Lions Club annual 
Fair, The Women's Club Ciitizen of the Year event, Dismas House (support for first time 
offenders), The Haven (homless/food shelter) the list goes on and on.   
   
Mohsen is dedicated to making the world a better place, using peace as the unifying 
and underlying common thread. I have witnessed him do this  in our neighborhood, in 
the town, and through his participation in groups and clubs at colleges/universities.  He 
always wants to foster dialogue and give everyone a voice in finding a non violent 
solution to any problematic situation.  
   
I am concerned about the effect detention will have on Mohsen, not only for him, but for 
the void it leaves in our community. Mohsen is dedicated to his educational goals, his 
friends and most importantly at solving problems through peaceful means. He is 
genuinely kind and compassionate.  
   
I urge those with the power to do so  to understand the positive impact that Mohsen has 
on so many in all of his various communities; be it school, houses of worship or the 
larger town  and various school communities he is connected to. Since he has 
established such deep roots in so many of our communities  he is not a flight risk.   
   
I submit this affidavit in support of Mohsen Mahdawi affirming his commitment to our 
community and his non-violent approach to problem solving that creates a more 
peaceful environment for everyone.   
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I affirm that the statements made in this affidavit are true and correct to best of my 
knowledge and belief.  
   
Wholeheartedly with unwavering support for Mohsen Mahdawi,  
   
Dan Fraser  
Norwich, VT 
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David W. Allen, Jr. 
60 Laurel Lane 

White River Junction, VT 05001 
(952) 835-2009

dallenminn@gmail.com 

April 17, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing this letter in support of my former neighbor, Mohsen Madawi. 

I am an active member of my community. I am a member and past President of the 
Hanover Rotary. I am a board member of local non-profits. I am an active volunteer with the 
American Red Cross (in fact, I am writing this letter from a hotel room in Jonesboro, 
Arkansas where I have been helping with a response to horrific flooding and tornado 
damage). Politically, I am a centrist independent. 

Mohsen Madawi is a fine young man who would be a wonderful citizen of the United States 
of America. As a motivated, very intelligent and compassionate young man, I have no doubt 
he will accomplish great and positive things. I have heard him express political views which 
emphasize peaceful resolution of problems and reject antisemitism. I also have heard him 
express his love for living in Vermont. 

It would be a great injustice and loss to our country if Mohsen was deported or denied his 
citizenship application. 

I declare that the above statements are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 
ability. 

Thank you for consideration. 

Sincerely, 

David w. A en, Jr. 
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letter of Support for Mohsen Mahdawi 

April 18. 2025 

Dear Honorable Judge, 

My name is Hannah Jeffery and I am an Upper Valley community member currentty residing in 
Lebanon, NH. I met Mohsen in 2016 at the former Center for Transformational Practice, a 
meditation center in White River Junction, VT, Mohsen would frequent the Center, Where I l"led 
at the time. to join us for meditation practice, communrty dinners, film screenings and 
discussions. Hos presence always brOught warmth, joy and heartfelt love. 

As a Jew, I si,eak fOt MOhsen·s clear. oonsistent and unwavering commitment to peace, justice 
and liberation for aJI peoples. I have never in my experience of Mohsen witnessed or felt the 
slightest notion of antisemitism nor viOlence toward any people, As I continued to folloW his work 
for justice at Columbia"s campus through his social media postings, I felt and continue to feel a 
deep resonance with his messaging aod steadfast resolution that the future of Israel/Palestine Is 
one where all peoples have equal rights under the law. Mohsen has been quoted many times 
saying that antisemitism is unjust and that injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. 

Our friendship as an American Jew and Palestinian refugee is a testament to Moh.sen's loving, 
bridge-bu~dlng Character. We've broken bread together, shared stones, laughed together, cried 
together, and marched together. Despite the harm Jewish Israelis have inflicted upon his 
people, he has never OtlCe held that against me Of any Jews he's come into contacl wtth. 
Instead, Mohsen has called me his sister. Mohsen is a person who reaches across differences. 
bongs people together In peace and believes in the dignity of all life. The removal or his 
presence would be incongruent with the values upheld by this country, and would stand as a 
great Injustice to the many communities that he has engaged wlttt and supPOrted, 

I beseech you for his due process under the law, the upholding of his right to freedom of 
speech. and his immediate release and retum back to Columbia University where he can 
continue to pursue his degree. 

I declare that the above statements are true and cooect to the best of my knowtedge and ability. 

Sincerely, 

Hannah Jeffery 

Upper Valley community member 

JA 220 
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4/18/2025 
 
To whom it may concern, 
My name is Henry Harris, Treasurer and former Chair of the Vermont & New Hampshire 
National Lawyers Guild. Though I don’t know Mr. Mohsen Madawi, I am writing on behalf of the 
Vermont & New Hampshire Chapter of the National Lawyers Guild to request his immediate 
release. Many of us are aware of his work at Columbia University, and praise his moral fiber for 
taking the risk of nonviolent organizing to stop the ongoing genocide and assymetrical warfare 
against his country and his people. Though such work does take strength of character, being 
involved in interfaith and intercultural dialog, or clearly peaceful protest, should not be a risk to 
your right to be a resident of the United States. Of course such activities are protected by law 
and the constitution for citizens and visitors alike.  
Since Mohsen’s detention, the community response has been stunning. People who know and 
love him are driving in from across the country to be involved in the groundswell of community 
support around White River Junction. As I write 68 people who love him are writing to a text 
thread that I am party to incessantly, as they organize an event for him today in Hartland. My 
phone has been buzzing with hundreds of messages from these people for 3 days. His 
godfather, schoolmates, community leaders, church leaders, and many elders in the Upper 
Valley community are more animated than I have ever seen them as they rush to support their 
friend and community member, Mohsen Madawi.  
 
Mohsen is exactly the kind of student we want in our state and in our country, and has been 
offered the opportunity to earn a masters degree and make his community and his college 
proud. He stands up respectfully and peacefully for what he believes in, works hard, and lives 
lawfully. He is not a legal candidate for detention or deportation. Please release him on his own 
recognizance as soon as possible. I declare that the above statements are true and correct to 
the best of my knowledge and  ability. 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Henry Harris, Treasurer 
On Behalf of The Vermont New Hampshire National Lawyers Guild 
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April 17th. 2025 

To Whom II May Concern. 

I. Jon,, Marshall Hall of Strafford Vennoot, am preparing this affidavit on beha~ of my friend 
Mohsen Mahdawi. I know Mohsen as a friend. I know Mohsen as a teacher. I know Mohsen as a 
healer and foalitator. 

The central theme l"ve observed In my 7 year relationship with MOhsen is his recurring 
expression of unquestionable devotion to the pursuit of peace. I have never heard or witnessed 
any WO<d or behaviour in Mohsen that is in conflict with this theme. In fact. my understanding of 
w1lat It means for a man to carry hlmse1r, at all times and In all places, with Incorruptible Integrity 
has been decisively illuminated in me by the way that Mohsen has demonstrated this quality in 
all of my Interactions with him, 

This is a good man. He has m&de our lives better. we need him in our community. Please 
release Mohsen Mahdawi from detention and aliow him to come back to us, back to his home 
and his neighbOrs and his loved ooes. 

I declare that the above statements are true and correct to the best of my know'ledge and abifity. 

John Hall April 17th, 2025 
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April 17, 2025 

To whom it may concern: 

I write this letter to describe what I know of Mohsen Mahdawi. As quick summary of 
myself, I'm 54 years old, married, and have four children ranging in age from 9 to 19. I live in 
Norwich, Vermont, and work as a lawyer in New Hampshire. 

I consider my relationship with Mohsen to be between fond acquaintance and 
friendship. I've known him for approximately 1 O years. If I remember correctly, we first met 
shortly after he moved to the US, to Norwich, Vermont, where I continue to live. He got a 
job in the general store in town, Dan & Whit's. The store is a couple blocks from my home 
and I am a frequent customer. Moh sen was working the cash register and with his 
welcoming, friendly demeanor, I couldn't help but strike up conversation with him. Within 
a short time, I felt comfortable enough with him to pry a little into his background, and soon 
we were talking about our shared grief over the lack of peace for all people in the Middle 
East. His friendly, respectful engagement with me was unchanged when I revealed that I 
qm Jewish-Mohsen accepted this without the slightest tinge of hesitation or added 
wariness in our relationship. 

Mohsen and I had only sporadic interactions after he moved away to begin college, 
though he would revisit the Upper Valley (the area Vermont & New Hampshire including 
Norwich and his later, neighboring home town of White River Junction) and our paths 
sometimes crossed. Each time, I immediately felt Mohsen's heart open to me again. 

Over these years, I have heard Mohsen speak publicly about the situation in 
Israel/Palestine several times. The most recent instance was this past November, 2024. 
Mohsen was guest lecturer at a lifelong education course on the history of the Israeli­
Palestinian conflict. Mohsen described his vision for peaceful coexistence between 
Israelis and Palestinians and his thoughts on how a Palestinian state could be established 
alongside Israel. 

There is no question in my mind whatsoever that Moh sen Mahdawi is wholly 
committed to peaceful coexistence among all people, and to the ideals of liberty and 
justice which have inspired the best of American history and present. The United States 
can only benefit by welcomir,ig Moh sen as a fellow citizen, and will lose a person of deep 
wisdom and conviction if he is excluded from our community. 

Under penalty of perjury, I declare that the above statements are true and correct to 
the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Sincerely, . 

Jon than Teller-Elsberg 
60 Church St. 
Norwich, Vermont 
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Josiah Proietti 
Vershire, Vermont 
Friday, April 18th 2025 

To Whom It May Concern: 

My name is Josiah Proietti. I am a resident of Vershire, Vermont and a 20 year professional in 
Higher Education. I write today with the strongest possible plea for the release of my dear friend 
Mohsen Mahdawi. 

I have known Mohsen for five years. In that time, he has become a brother to me. Our friendship 
has grown through helping each other build homes, walks in the hills of Vermont —hours spent 
reflecting on life, peace, philosophy, and nature. In every moment, Mohsen has shown himself to 
be a person of exceptional character—thoughtful, curious, humble, and deeply committed to the 
wellbeing of others. 

Never once have I witnessed Mohsen express hostility or pose even the slightest threat to his 
community. On the contrary, he has always spoken with profound compassion about the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, seeking peace and mutual understanding over division and fear. His is the 
voice of a peacemaker, a bridge builder, a scholar, and a friend to many. 

Mohsen is not a flight risk. He has no other home but this one. He is a stateless man seeking the 
safety and dignity of belonging. And no one I know is more deserving of a place to call home 
than Mohsen. His community is here. I am part of that community, and I, along with many 
others, take full responsibility for his wellbeing. We will ensure he remains here, safe and 
accounted for. There is no other place he wants to be. 

To detain Mohsen is not only a loss to those of us who love him—it is a loss to the greater civic 
fabric of this country. He is precisely the kind of individual any nation would be fortunate to 
embrace: someone who uplifts others, who builds understanding across differences, and who 
models what it means to be both principled and kind. 

Please, let him return to us. Let him walk again among the trees of Vermont. Let him continue 
his education, his healing work, and his commitment to peace. We need his voice in this country. 
We need his spirit in our communities. 

I urge you, with everything I have, to release Mohsen Mahdawi on bail and allow him to remain 
where he belongs. 

With deepest sincerity, 

Josiah Proietti 
Vershire, Vermont 
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April 17, 2025 

To Whom it May Concern: 

I am writing this letter in support of Mohsen Madawi. 

I am a resident of Hartford, VT and have volunteered side by side with Mohsen on a 
community project. I found him to be wise and compassionate and dedicated to improving 
the well-being of those around him, including the most vulnerable among us. We spent 
many hours over multiple days helping some people in need. 

I have also taken my daughters to hear him speak two times.  They learned so much from 
being in his presence and listening to his presentation.  He is a role model for young people 
in that he has learned so much from his di icult life and can speak about complex issues 
with nuance, empathy and honesty.  

Though I don’t have a personal relationship with him, I feel compelled to share my limited 
experience of him.  And to say that he is a valued community member.  He is well thought 
of by so many people I know and respect.  He is missed by many. And our community 
benefits from his presence as he is committed to bringing people together. 

I declare that the above statements are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 
ability. 

Sincerely, 

Kelly Armbrust (West Hartford, VT) 
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April 17, 2025

To Whom it May Concern,

My name is Kim Souza. I am a resident of Hartford, Vermont where I operate a small 
business in the village of White River Junction.

I am writing in support of my friend, Mohsen Mahdawi with a plea to recognize his 
humanity and the injustice of his detainment.

Mohsen is a friend and beloved member of our community here in Hartford, VT. We first 
met several years ago at my retail shop where he stopped in after arriving in White 
River Junction on the train. I meet many, many people in my work and was struck 
immediately at the profound kindness and warmth he exhibited even during our first 
encounter. 

It was only later that I became more familiar with the heartbreaking and devastating
experiences that Mohsen and his family had endured in the refugee camps of the West 
Bank. To have endured the hardships and trauma that Mohsen has been through and 
still be able to carry himself with such grace, dignity and compassion for all living beings 
is nothing short of heroic to me. 

Mohsen and I are not close friends, but fellow Vermonters who share a hug when we 
cross paths in our, seemingly idyllic, town. He is, however, my absolute model for the
kind of human being that I strive to be in this life. 

Please, please dismiss the absurd charges against Mohsen and allow him to be free to 
share his genuine love for humanity with everyone he encounters.

I declare that the above statements are true and correct and to the best of my 
knowledge and ability.

Thank you for your consideration.

Kim Souza
PO Box 663
White River Junction, VT
05001
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April, 18 2025 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 
Letter of Support tor Mohsen Mahdawl 

I declare that the below statements are true and correct to the best of my knowledge 
and ao/lity, 

My name is Marta Ceroni. I am an environmental sustainability professional and community 
leade< in lhe Upper Valley of the Connecticut River. 
I met Mohsen in 2018 at a regional mufti.faith community gathering that had peace building for 
turbulent times as its focus, We met around a long dinl\er table. Many of us started to know 
Mohsen then through the story of his life and his challenging upbringings in the oonflicted West 
Ban~. 
Over time, while not cultivating an assiduous friendship. I remained tuned in to his community 
involvement his entref)(eneurial dreams. his life dreams. 
I have rarely met someone so invested in building a thriving community, intentionany laying the 
foundations of its own home. physically and metapho<ically. Mohsen exercised his right lo 
peacefully protest the violence in his ho<ne country. Simu~aneously he has demonstrated deep 
attachment and care for his new home in Vermont 
Mohsen is a brilliant man with deep integrity and a highly recognized (and demonstrated) mo<al 
character. He has unsurpassed leadership and entrepreneurial skills. is a creative 
problem-SOiver wtio can really make a difference In the hves of many. It fa-els wrong and 
unnecessary to detain him; he is a loved and esteemed community member who does not pose 
a threat of any SOrtS, nor to the US nor to the 11!b<ie of our region. I beg anyone in a µosition of 
responsibility and authority to do everything in their own moral and professional capacity to 
return Mohsen to his life of purµose and to us as his neighbors and friends. 

With much appreclalioo for your attention, 

Marta Ceroni 
Resident of Enfield, NH 
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Friday, April I 8, 2025 

l proy ct1is lener gers to tllose who care about ct,e arc of justice. 

J want to introduce you to my godson, Mohsen Mabdawi . He is one of the most 
spiritually gi fted yow1g men that I have met; and 1hat is why 1 accepted him as my 
spiritual godson in ceremony. 

J 've known Mohsen for over IO years. and 1 've seen him grow with the most caring and 
compassionate heru1 for peace for his people, the Palesliu.ian people. Yet bis heart of 
compassion kepi growing_ despite the horrific things he saw as a young child growing up 
in the \Vest Bank. His heart kept growing. His compassion kept growing. not just for his 
people. bur for the Israelis and the Jewish people .. 

Please find in yom heart get to know the heart of Mohse1L He has made so many fiiends 
here in the United States, and many of those friends who've grown to love him are within 
the Jewish community. A rabbi could speak to the trne he.311 of who Mohsen is. 1 have 
never ever beard him utter anything antisemitic. I've only heard his heart of love and care 
for justice and freedom and peace, which he wan1s 10 bring to his people and the people 
of Israel. 

J mge the court to release 1'.tfohsen Mabdawi and return him to our conwmnity. \Ve feel 
the vacancy of his absence and his is retum will retum our community to wholeness. 

J declare that the above statements are b11e and correct to the bes1 of my knowledge and 
ability. 

Sincerely, 

11-wk,Ji.~ 
Michael G Oenmeade 
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Letter of support for Mohsen Mahdawi 

My name is Peter Avery and I am writing this letter in support of 
Mohsen Mahdawi. I am a retired college professor of mathematics 
and know him as a neighbor in my homeowners' community in 
Hartford, Vermont. I have also heard him speak in church and have 
even walked his dog Sage on occasion. Although I do not know him 
as well as some others, he and I have many mutual friends who all 
speak very well of him. So my estimation of Mohsen is mainly guided 
by their high opinions. 

He has been a resident of the community, town and state for 10 
years. He is widely respected and admired for his efforts in 
overcoming his extremely difficult early life in Palestine. He espouses 
and practices peace and co-existence. He is a gentle person and by 
all accounts not at all prejudiced or anti-semitic. 

As an immigrant myself, I have great admiration for the welcome that 
the United States of America has extended to immigrants. Mohsen 
has a lot to offer the country if he is allowed to remain here and 
become a citizen. He is committed to completing his studies and I am 
sure he will be a credit to his adopted country in the future. Please 
give him the opportunity to continue to contribute to this great 
country. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Yours faithfully, 

f~ Av~~ 
Peter Avery, Ph.D. 
48 Laurel Lane, Hartford VT 05001 
17 April, 2025 

"I declare that the above statements are true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge and ability." 
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April 18, 2025 

Love Letter for Mohsen 
In faith that he is free, peaceful, loving, and will be safely released from unjust detainment. 

To whom it may concern: 

I remember the exact moment I met Mohsen. 

At the time, I was serving as Director of Religious Education at the First Universalist Society of 
Hartland (FUSH)—a role I still hold today. It must have been early 2016, perhaps March. I 
remember it was springtime, and I was filled with joy after another long Vermont winter. 

I entered the Fellowship Hall, the downstairs meeting area of the church, for “Coffee Hour.” I had 
just led our Religious Education (RE) program outside in the yurt and was returning the children 
to their parents and guardians. If it was March, I’m sure the lesson was something about 
renewal, joy, mud, flowers, and most importantly… love. 

As I navigated through the sea of folks chatting merrily and enjoying brunch-style refreshments, 
my eyes met Mohsen’s for the first time. 

His peaceful gaze felt familiar. His eyes were warm, welcoming, wise—and carried a hint of 
pain. I say familiar because it didn’t feel like meeting someone new; it felt like remembering 
someone. Someone who had felt both love and fear deeply and had found the wisdom to go 
inward and choose peace. I recognized that in him, because I’ve learned to do that as well. I 
could see he was someone who carried himself with admirable grace. I wanted to be close with 
him. 

Over the years, I have had the pleasure of listening to Mohsen speak so eloquently at 
FUSH—sharing poems, songs, reflections… his heart. This is a brave thing to do. It requires a 
vulnerability and openness that many shy away from. But he did not. And people love him for it. 

From my own experiences with pain and suffering, I’ve learned that when you share your truth in 
a loving way, people can listen in a loving way. When you feel safe to open up, others feel safe 
to listen and share, too. When you connect with people in the heart space, you co-create a safe 
space… a home. Mohsen speaks of this often, and it resonates deeply with my own concept of 
home, community, sanctuary… love. 

Through his time at FUSH, it’s my understanding that Mohsen found “his people” and his home 
here in Vermont. There are many wise leaders who attend services at FUSH—it is one of the 
most welcoming community spaces I’ve ever encountered. Beyond the church, the Upper Valley 
community is special: full of beautiful, supportive people. This community has changed my life, 
and I believe Mohsen would say the same. 
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Circling back—I do feel that Mohsen and I have become closer over the years, both as 
heart-centered leaders and as friends within the same community. I’m grateful for the many 
memories we’ve shared: countless community dinners, living in the same home, going out for 
dessert and dancing, celebrating at my daughter’s birthday parties, enjoying Halloween 
parades, attending the memorial service for our dear friend, leading children’s RE lessons 
together, meditating, and sharing our joys and sorrows. In more recent years, we’ve stayed in 
touch through social media while he has been away at Columbia University. 

This past week, I’ve found myself reminiscing and wondering when I’ll see Mohsen again. It 
brings a touch of pain to even consider the possibility that I might not. But I dash that fear away 
with love—because I know that love is the more powerful force. I believe that anything is 
possible when you are, as Mohsen says, “centered in the power of love.” 

Mohsen and I have shared a playful, fun, lighthearted connection, and I pray he is released 
safely so we can celebrate life together again. I miss his sweet smile and laugh. He is such a 
lovely person, and I miss him dearly. My daughter loves and misses him too—they have a 
special bond, and she plans to write her own letter about Mohsen. 

Below is a link to a video from Mohsen that I believe is essential for people to see in order to 
better understand who he is, and why he’s such a valuable leader in our community. Mohsen’s 
message is rooted in love, unity, and peace. Please take some time today to listen—with your 
heart. His message has the power to change our world for the better. 

https://catv.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/show/40985?site=2 
From Junction Arts & Media (JAM) – (3/23/21): Upon learning of Mohsen’s detention, Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of the Upper Valley (Norwich) member Bob Lucier contacted JAM to 
share Mohsen’s reflections on the challenges he has faced in the U.S. and his hopes for peace. 
Mohsen is a member of the First Universalist Society of Hartland, VT. 

Please—if you are reading this—I ask that you release my friend safely. I love him. Many people 
love him. He is an irreplaceable presence in our community and in our world. He has a pure 
heart, and his intentions are to bring people together for peace. 

Sincerely, 

Samantha Cronin 

 
I declare that the above statements are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and ability. 
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April 17th. 2025 

To WhOm It May Concern. 

We ate writing a letter to request the relea$e or MohSen Mahdawi from his detainment. When. 
as a couple. we purchased land and buitt our home off the beaten path on a Vermont dirt road 
we weren'I sure if our neighbots would want to be left alone or to get to know us. The warmest 
welcome we received was from our neighbor, Mohsen. He invited us over for diMer and led us 
on a walk through Ille woods to eXJ)IOre his qu~t. well~oved homestead. We got to know 
Mohsen in the way that neighbors do, friendly waves. passing conversations. boffowed 
equipment. shared plowing bitls. We learned that Mohsen was a kind, empathetic person with a 
clear Jove of the natural wol'ld and a peaceful. compassionate presence. We were pleased to 
discover we shared mutual friends from the community and it was clear that during his time in 
the US. he has WQ<ked hard to fo,m and maintain relationship$ and put down roots here In 
Vermont. Mohsen did not speak or boast about his roie as a peaceful organizer at his campus 
but we have not ~en surprised to learn ot his work promoting intercultural and interfaith 
dialogues because it is very much in keeping with his character. He always seemed like he was 
eager to contribute in any way ho could 10 lllis place ho has come 10 call hOme. Ono of us is a 
small business owner and the other a mental heatth-care professional and a general rule of 
U,umb lllat our family strives to fOllow is to care for and show up for our nelghbO<S. Mohsen 
obviously lives by this ruie as well and we are deeply ashamed of the way that the current 
ooverning forces of 1111s oountty and state have ,.,.paid his goneroos commitment to b<Jild1ng 
bridges. His detention is a harmful and unjust decision that is taking a huge emotional and 
communal toll on his neighbors, classmates. and friends. Please afford him the treatment that 
any legal resident is deseiving of and end his detainment. Ho Is not a criminal. 

We declare that the above statements are tr\Je and oorreet to the best of both of our knoWledge 
and abiity. 

Sarah ZWl~elma,er 

I 

Samuel Newman 

) 
(_ 
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Apnl 17. 2025 

To Whom It May Concem: 

STATE OF VERMONI' 
S~ATE CIIAM'BER 
115 STATE b-rREET 
MONTPELIER. vr 

OM133.5201 

My name Is Rebecca Elizabeth White. and I am a Slate Senator representing the 
Windsor County dkStrict and I reslde In the Village of \Nh te River Junction. Vermont j am 
an American bOrn citiUn. 1 em writing In suppo,t of my ex>nsbtuent. community member 
and rriend Mohsen Mahdawt I urgently request the court retum Mohsen Mahdawf. 

Mohsen and I met for the first time at the Autumn Moon Festival ln Windsor when I was 
early In my public service career. We had many mutual connectJons from the sme pond 
of being In our twenties and thirties in Hartford, Vermont. What moved us past 
acquaintances 10 f rtends was that anytime we woofd bump into each other al social 
outings he'd make sure that I knew he was glad I was lnvofVed in poliUcs and commun,ty 
organizing. He seemed to make It a point to say something kind to me that wasn't Just 
sutfece level, but was genuine. 

like most millennial Vermonters Mohsen was often exptotlng the outdoors and even 
went so far as lo ere ate a space to be In nature for himself in West Fa rtee. Vermont He 
had invited my husband and , to vis1t during the pandemic but we never were able to: I 
hope 10 one day visit that nature space of peace and contemplation with him. To keep 
hlm Indoors without acces-s to the envftonment tle has round eomfort Jn, wen that ls 
exceptionally cruel 

Mohsen has also participated In the First Unitarian Universa st Church of Hartland 
services. a faith oomm-..inity which I am a member of. I remember one particular lay lead 
setvlce he d~ fo, the rellow Upper Valley Unitarian Urilversafist Church. Even over zoom 
he gtill had the ab ity lo convey a genUe calmness when speaking. He Joked about the 
language barrier of calling Ice cubes ·snovl where he was from. That sludt with me as a 
New Englander because t was a runny cultural difference that hetped me understand hls 
journey of moving to the Ull!ted States of Amenta. 

In e more profound way, lhat is who Mohsen has been for lhe Upper Va11ey a>mmunlty. 
a man who has been able to create understanding. Most Vennonlers will never vis l 
Palestine. but we could undel'$tand the experiences of grOwing up n Palestine through 
Mohsen. He expressed peaceful and nonviolent responses In the face of state violence, 
and was thoughtful In his words In every way. 

When Mohsen went to New Vortt Qty for coOege I was excited for him, he was sharing 
his voice on the path of educa1ron like I was on lhe path or pubQc sefVfce. I followed his 
peaceful demonslratJons at Coh.Jmbia Unlvers ty on social medJa from Vermont and 
received updates on his studies rrom mutual friends here. When he reached out asking if 
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I would $Upj)Ol1 hi$ path to citizenship I didn't have to think. Of COUM I would be there 
for hfm, just like he has been there for our community. 

Following his shoekingdetainment on April 14th during what was meant tobe a 
citizenship interview but was instead a erueJ rouse, I have received an outpouring of 
constituent inquiries to Mr. Mahdawi's oondition. The community of his friends in the 
Upper Vanoy are In oospair and frightened by the unfathomable reality of his abduction. 
His detention is causing deep anxiety. 

I urgently compel you to allow Mohsen Mahdawi to return to the Upper Valley 
community, let him be in tne naturaJ wor1d and to allow him to continue hr$ educationaJ 
journey as he chooses. 

I declare that the above statements are alt 11\Je and correct IO the best of my knowledge 
and abilily. 

~1&~-..Wh,..c._ite ___ _ 

WindSO< County District 

J A 245 
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To Whom It May Concern: April 17, 2025 

I write In support of justice for Mohsen Mahdawi, who was detained by OHS agents on Apr.ii 14, 
2025, despite being a lawful permanent resident of the United States. 

I first met Mohsen in a course on the history of Europe leading to the foundms of the state of 
Israel, conducted by Or. David Blsno in 2015. Bisno invited Moho;en to speak before the class on 
the contemporary Palestinian experience. I expected an angry presentation. Instead, Mohsen 
dehvered his experiences through the eyes of an innocent child. I was in tears, when I 
approached him at the end of the speech. That was his introduction as a public figure 1n our 
community. 

Since then, he has spoken before many faith groups in the region around Hanover, NH and 
Hartford, VT, espousing understanding and compassion for both the Palcsnnlans and the Jews, 
resident 1n Israel, Gaza and the West Bank. 

On many occasions my wife. Janet, and I have dined with Moh sen, canoed, with him and 
discussed matters of the human condinon. I have visited h,~ property in Vershire, Vermont and 
taught him how to cross-country ski. 

I have followed his quest to find a resolution of differences between Palestinians and Israelis 
through compassion, empathy and non-violence. I have watched his Interview on CBS 60 
Minutes and with CBS News, just prior to his detention. 

Most slgn1flcantly, I heard about a draft blueprint under development with Jewish collaborators 
for reconclliatlon between Israel and the Palestinians, founded on mutual understanding of the 
trauma that both have experienced, often inflicted on one by the other party. Mutual 
acltnowledgment of those traumas Is an avenue to such reconciliation. Assuring the future well­
being of the ne,ct generations of innocent Jewish and Pale$t1nian ch ildren is a key motivation for 
ultimate success. 

With the important component of his adoption of Buddhism with ,ts principals of stoicism and 
non-violence, I see Mohsen as best situated of anyone that I can think of to show the way out or 
the decades-long accumulation of mjury and distrust between the Israelis and the Palestinians. 

One of Mohsen's fondest desires was to become a US citizen, a country whose values he 
admires and treasures. He was c;o committed to becoming an American who can contribute to 
the greater good of all that he willingly faced the likelihood of detention by appearing for hls 
cinzensh1p Interview in Colchester, VT, where he was indeed detained by OHS agents. He could 
have fled the country, but elected to face the events that ultimately befell him, trusting that due 
process and Justice would prevail. 

I declare that the above statements are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 

ability. 5Ct (GQt, {u:c,r1; tcf: ~ 
Stephen Flanders 
3 Cummings Road, Apartment 1037 
Hanover, NH 
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 Letter of Support 
for Mohsen Mahdawi 

Good Friday, April 18th, 2025 

From:  
Dr. William Potter,  
Emeritus Professor of Biochemistry 
64 Azalea Circle, #15 
White River Junction, VT  

05001 

Dear O icials: 

Mr. Mahdawi is my neighbor in the same condominium complex where my family and I now 
reside. We moved here last summer following my retirement from the University of Tulsa, 
Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry, to be closer to my new grandson! 

Mr. Mahdawi appears to me to be a very good neighbor. I have had several “hi neighbor” 
conversations in passing with him when he was in town.  During this last winter he did help 
me shovel out my car. I found him to be a friendly, helpful, intelligent person.  

I am quite surprised to find that he was arrested while trying to obtain his citizenship.  To 
arrest this person is an a ront to what America stands for!  We all need to appreciate our 
constitutional rights for freedom of speech.  These rights are what makes America strong. 

Sincerely, 

William Potter, PhD 

“I declare that the above statements are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 
ability.” 
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