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Photo page ii: Cell-to-Cell Communication.
Credit: NCATS, NIH.

Photo page vi: Enzyme Repairing DNA.
Credit: Tom Ellenberger, Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis, and
Dave Gohara, Saint Louis University School of Medicine.

Photo page 41: Neurons.
Credit: Leterrier, NeuroCyto Lab, INP, Marseille, France.
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Director’s Message

To the American People,

As our nation’s biomedical research agency, the National Institutes of Health (NIH)
has been the driving force behind many of the recent innovations in science and
technology that are improving the health of all humankind. The coming years

are certain to offer many exciting new opportunities for scientific exploration—
and to pose some serious new challenges for human health. To rise to those
opportunities and challenges, it is imperative that NIH, along with all sectors of

society, work together in unprecedented ways with unprecedented speed.

Indeed, science is moving faster than ever before. To fuel this engine of discovery, NIH must continue to
support the highest caliber research throughout the country and the world, while at the same time take
vigorous steps to uphold the ethical conduct of science. NIH will further enhance the science of tomorrow
by continuing its efforts to build a next generation of researchers that better reflects the rich, creative
diversity of our great nation. The increasingly complex scientific questions that our society will face in the
future will require not only diversity of scientific disciplines, but also diversity of thought, experience, and
demographics.

As a publicly funded agency, NIH has a responsibility to be a good steward of the funds entrusted

to us by the U.S. taxpayers. NIH will do this by investing efficiently and effectively in a wide range of

basic, translational, clinical, and applied research, while at the same time supporting the workforce and
infrastructure required for a sustainable research enterprise. As outlined in this Strategic Plan, this approach
will enable NIH to build a solid foundation of fundamental knowledge about living systems that will serve to
accelerate research aimed at addressing our most pressing health needs.

NIH’s mission is to turn discovery into health. We thank you for your strong and steadfast support of this
crucial mission, and we look forward to your continued support as we strive to use the power of science to
create a healthier and more productive life for all.

With sincere appreciation,

Francis S. Collins
Director, National Institutes of Health

NIH-Wide Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years 2021-2025
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