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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS 

AMERICAN PUBLIC HEALTH 
ASSOCIATION, et al.,  

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH, et 
al.,   

Defendants. 

Case No. 1:25-cv-10787-BEM 

 Leave to File Under Seal Granted
April 24, 2025 (ECF No. 36)

DECLARATION OF UAW PRE-MEMBER 1 

I, , pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, declare as follows:  

1. I am a postdoctoral research fellow, performing scientific research in biochemistry and

genomics. As a postdoctoral fellow, I work in a scientific lab that is run by a professor who acts as my 

mentor. Additionally, I am developing the leadership and scientific skill set to move to the next stage of 

my career as an assistant professor, where I will run my own laboratory. 

2. I have wanted to be a scientist since the first science class I took in middle school. I was

fascinated by trying to understand how living things work, and I enrolled in every science and math 

class offered in my high school. When I first had the opportunity to do biology research in a high school 

summer honors program, I loved it and knew that I wanted to pursue a career in science. To that end, I 

majored in molecular biochemistry and biophysics in college, and performed research in labs starting in 

the summer after my freshman year. After college, I enrolled in a biophysics PhD program, where I took 

courses and performed research in a lab run by my thesis adviser. I published multiple papers during my 

PhD training, and earned my degree in 2017. I then began my postdoctoral training, where I worked in a 

different mentor’s lab, to learn new scientific approaches and gain additional expertise. I have gone 

through this extensive training period with the goal of being of a professor and running my own 

scientific laboratory. This is my career goal because it will enable me to continue to perform the 

scientific research that I love, as well as teach and mentor students. I know from my experience how 

important and influential engaging science teachers are in a student’s life, and I want to pay it forward 

and play that role for the next generation of students.  
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3. I am approaching the end of my postdoctoral training at  and have 

received a job offer to begin my own independent lab as an assistant professor in the fall at  

.  

4. I was awarded an NSF Graduate Research Fellowship during graduate school, and was supported 

by a T32 training grant at the end of my graduate training. I was also supported by a separate T32 

training grant in the beginning of my postdoctoral period, and by a private foundation postdoctoral 

fellowship.  

5. I am offering this Declaration in my individual capacity and not on behalf of my employer. 

6. I am a member of , which is part of United Auto Workers (UAW). 

This means I signed authorization cards, in 2023 and 2024, expressing unqualified support for UAW to 

serve as my exclusive bargaining representative in dealings with my employer, .  I 

also voted in support of UAW during an NLRB election in April 2024.  UAW is currently representing 

me in negotiations with  for a first-time collective bargaining agreement (CBA) that will govern 

the terms and conditions of my employment at  Once our CBA is finalized, I intend to be a full, 

dues-paying UAW member. 

7. I was awarded a Maximizing Opportunities for Scientific and Academic Independent Careers 

K99/R00 Postdoctoral Career Transition Award to Promote Diversity (MOSAIC grant) by NIH through 

the National Institute of General Medical Sciences (NIGMS). The grant award number is 

1K99GM  and the Notice of Award (NOA) for the grant is dated January 5, 2022.  A true and 

correct copy of the NOA is attached hereto as Exhibit A. This grant is known as a pathway to 

independence grant – I was awarded two years of postdoctoral funding (the K99 period) to support the 

end of my postdoctoral training, and three years of funding for my independent lab (the R00 period) that 

I can activate when I find an independent position as an assistant professor. These awards are designed 

to facilitate the process of transitioning from a postdoctoral position to independent faculty – a process 

that is notoriously difficult, given the scarcity of faculty job positions. 

8. I study how cells in the human body communicate with each other during development, and how 

this goes awry in disease. Specifically, I want to understand at a molecular level how cells change which 

genes they express in response to signals from other cells. This process is essential for development, and 

often is inappropriately regulated in diseases like cancer. By better understanding the regulation of gene 

expression, I hope to identify possible cancer therapeutic strategies. 

9. The MOSAIC program is a specific type of the generic, or parent, K99/R00 award that is 

designed to increase the participation of scientists from under-represented backgrounds in academic 
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science, by facilitating the transition to faculty for scientists who will promote diversity in academia. A 

true and correct copy of the announcement of this funding opportunity, PAR-19-343, is attached as 

Exhibit B.  I have been dedicated to promoting the inclusion of women in science throughout my 

scientific training – I ran a mentoring program for women in science during my graduate training and 

contributed to the development of parental leave and Title IX policies in my graduate institution. I have 

also been committed to mentoring students from under-represented backgrounds in laboratory research. 

I wrote about these past experiences and my plans to continue to work to support the inclusion of 

scientists from all backgrounds in my future career in the diversity statement in my application. 

Additionally, I belong to two of the NIH’s defined categories of groups underrepresented in science:  

  I felt that I was a good fit for the MOSAIC program and decided to 

apply to it instead of the standard K99/R00 program. I was particularly excited about the fact that the 

MOSAIC program works on a cohort model – awardees were encouraged to form a network of early 

career scientists who excel in their fields and are dedicated to making academia more inclusive. 

Additionally, fellows would be able to participate in professional development training opportunities 

arranged by scientific societies supported by the MOSAIC-UE5 grants. I thought that being a part of this 

network would help me be a better professor in my future, as I would be able to learn from the peers in 

my cohort about how to best lead a laboratory, and we would support each other through this transition 

to independence. 

10. I spent about 5 months preparing the materials for my K99/R00 application. The application 

required a scientific proposal, a specific aims page, a training plan, a biosketch (essentially a resume in 

NIH format), mentoring plans from my mentors, letters from my collaborators, recommendation letters, 

a diversity statement, a description of the institution environment of my postdoctoral institution, 

commitment from my department to support my training, a plan for training in responsible conduct of 

research, a plan for sharing of resources with the scientific community, and a budget. In all, my 

application was 87 pages long. I extensively discussed the scientific plan with my lab mentors and got 

feedback on my application from many mentors. As I was beginning my work on this proposal, I 

discussed my application with the program officer (PO) for the grant to ensure that my application 

aligned with the types of science that they intended to fund. 

11. I have finished both years of the K99 portion of my grant and have been planning to apply to 

activate the R00 portion of my grant this summer, once I have officially accepted a faculty position as an 

assistant professor.  
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12. The two years of K99 funding enabled me to collect large genomic data sets during my postdoc, 

which I published in the major academic paper from my postdoctoral training. This funding also allowed 

me to present my findings at academic conferences, which is an essential step in the process of finding a 

faculty position. I also have been able to form a network with other MOSAIC K99/R00 fellows through 

some of the professional development opportunities arranged by the program. Additionally, the cohort 

of fellow awardees in my local area have supported each other through the job application process, 

which has been immensely helpful for all of us. 

13. In the beginning of April 2025, I heard from other MOSAIC K99/R00 awardees that they had 

received an email from their Program Officer that the MOSAIC program was canceled. I did not get an 

email at this time, and not all NIH institutes sent out these warning emails at the same time.  

14. However, on April 11, 2025, I received an email from Kenneth D. Gibbs, Jr., Director of the 

Division of Training and Workforce Development at the NIGMS entitled “NIGMS Funding Update” 

notifying me that the MOSAIC program had been “terminated” “due to changes in NIH/HHS 

priorities.” A true and correct copy of the email is attached hereto as Exhibit C. 

15. I was not given any individualized explanation for the cancelation of my grant.  I was simply told 

that the MOSAIC program as a whole is being cancelled.  

16. I was simply told that the MOSAIC program was being canceled due to changes in NIH/HHS 

priorities. I understood this to mean that this is due to the diversity focus of the MOSAIC program, 

given that the non-MOSAIC K99/R00 awards were not canceled   

17. My scientific project is not “based on” “DEI”/ “amorphous equity objectives” or “gender 

identity”. I study gene expression in cancer cells. The MOSAIC program considered an applicant’s 

commitment to promoting diversity in science in addition to the excellence of their scientific proposal 

and research experience, and I understand this to be the reason behind my grant cancelation. 

18. My scientific project does not specifically acknowledge minority groups or demographic 

differences. 

19. My understanding of R00 activation in the past was that it was an administrative process – 

applicants would email their PO with information about their job offer, their new institution, and their 

budget, to show that their new position and institution would support them and their research. The 

scientific merits of my grant were already reviewed and positively evaluated when the decision was 

made to fund my award in 2022. If not for the cancelation of the MOSAIC program, I do not anticipate 

that I would have had any difficulty activating my R00 award at my new institution. 
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20. I have applied for academic faculty job positions under the assumption that I will be able to 

activate my R00 funding. The promise of this funding made me a more competitive candidate because I 

would bring in funding to kick-start my lab, and it showed that I have a successful track record of 

applying for and being awarded NIH funding. Now, I no longer have the funds, and there is a concern 

that I will be unable to obtain future funding, given that I have received an award that is considered a 

“DEI grant”. Therefore, without this funding I am now a less competitive candidate for academic jobs. I 

have received a job offer to begin my own independent lab as an assistant professor, but the offer is not 

yet finalized. Without my grant funding, my new institution may rescind the job offer. 

21. If I am able to start my independent position this fall, not having my R00 funding will reduce the 

total starting funds I have to begin my independent lab by about 42%. This will vastly impair what I am 

able to do in the lab. I was planning to use the R00 funds to hire a technician to work in my lab – now I 

will not be able to hire a technician until I obtain additional grant funding. I also planned to use the R00 

funding to purchase equipment and experimental supplies, that I now will not be able to purchase. 

Additionally, having the R00 funding gave me some freedom to focus exclusively on setting up my lab 

and mentoring my first students. Now, I will have to devote time immediately to applying for other NIH 

and private foundation grants to fund my lab. This is time I will not be able to devote to teaching my 

first students how to do experiments in the lab, which will also impair their training and scientific 

development. In all, this means that my ability to get my new lab up and running will be severely 

impaired. The consequences of this slow down for my career include the fact that I will have a more 

difficult time achieving tenure. If I cannot get tenure within a set time period after starting my academic 

position, I will not be able to keep my job. Tenure is evaluated based on scientific progress and grant 

funding – not being able to devote the beginning of my lab time to scientific work means I will likely 

publish fewer papers before I go up for tenure, and will reduce the amount of preliminary data I will be 

able to generate to include in other grant applications. Beyond the effects on me and my career, this 

reduction in funding will reduce and impair my scientific output and discoveries.  

22. I have not appealed the termination because my grant itself has not been terminated yet, although 

I am aware that the MOSAIC program has been canceled and my grant will be terminated. I do intend to 

appeal when I receive official termination notice. However, I do not believe the appeal has any chance 

of success, given the stated change in NIH and HHS priorities away from any “DEI” projects. 

23. I wish to file my declaration under seal because I am concerned about being blacklisted from 

future federal funding through the NIH, and the subsequent harm this would create for my career.  
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  Notice of Award   
CAREER TRANSITION AWARD  
Department of Health and Human Services 

 

 
National Institutes of Health 

 

 

  NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF GENERAL MEDICAL SCIENCES   
 

   SECTION I – AWARD DATA –  
 

 
 
Principal Investigator(s):   

 
 
Award e-mailed to:  
 
Dear Authorized Official: 
 
The National Institutes of Health hereby awards a grant in the amount of $100,000 (see “Award 
Calculation” in Section I and “Terms and Conditions” in Section III) to  in 
support of the above referenced project.  This award is pursuant to the authority of 42 USC 241  42 CFR 
52  and is subject to the requirements of this statute and regulation and of other referenced, incorporated 
or attached terms and conditions. 
 
Acceptance of this award, including the "Terms and Conditions," is acknowledged by the recipient when 
funds are drawn down or otherwise requested from the grant payment system. 
 
Each publication, press release, or other document about research supported by an NIH award  must 
include an acknowledgment of NIH award support and a disclaimer such as “Research reported in this 
publication was supported by the National Institute Of General Medical Sciences of the National Institutes 
of Health under Award Number . The content is solely the responsibility of the authors and 
does not necessarily represent the official views of   the National Institutes of Health.” Prior to issuing a 
press release concerning the outcome of this research, please notify the NIH awarding IC in advance to 
allow for coordination. 
 
Award recipients must promote objectivity in research by establishing standards that provide a 
reasonable expectation that the design, conduct and reporting of research funded under NIH awards will 
be free from bias resulting from an Investigator’s Financial Conflict of Interest (FCOI), in accordance with 
the 2011 revised regulation at 42 CFR Part 50 Subpart F.   The Institution shall submit all FCOI reports to 
the NIH through the eRA Commons FCOI Module. The regulation does not apply to Phase I Small Business 
Innovative Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) awards. Consult the NIH 
website http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/coi/ for a link to the regulation and additional important 
information. 
 
If you have any questions about this award, please direct questions to the Federal Agency contacts. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Justin  Rosenzweig 
Grants Management Officer 
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF GENERAL MEDICAL SCIENCES 
 
Additional information follows 
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Cumulative Award Calculations for this Budget Period (U.S. Dollars) 
 Salaries and Wages          $58,970 
Fringe Benefits          $15,510 
Personnel Costs (Subtotal)          $74,480 
Other          $18,113 
 
 
Federal Direct Costs $92,593 
Federal F&A Costs $7,407 
Approved Budget $100,000 
Total Amount of Federal Funds Authorized (Federal Share) $100,000 
TOTAL FEDERAL AWARD AMOUNT $100,000 
 
AMOUNT OF THIS ACTION (FEDERAL SHARE) $100,000 
  
 

SUMMARY TOTALS FOR ALL YEARS (for this Document Number) 
YR THIS AWARD CUMULATIVE TOTALS 
1 $100,000 $100,000 
2 $100,000 $100,000 

Recommended future year total cost support, subject to the availability of funds and satisfactory progress 
of the project 
 
Fiscal Information: 
Payment System Identifier:  
Document Number:  
PMS Account Type:  
Fiscal Year: 2022 

 
IC CAN 2022 2023 

  $100,000 $100,000 
 
Recommended future year total cost support, subject to the availability of funds and satisfactory progress 
of the project 
 
NIH Administrative Data: 

 
Award Processed:  
 

  SECTION II – PAYMENT/HOTLINE INFORMATION –   
 
For payment and HHS Office of Inspector General Hotline information, see the NIH Home Page at 
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/awardconditions.htm 
 

  SECTION III – STANDARD TERMS AND CONDITIONS –   
 
This award is based on the application submitted to, and as approved by, NIH on the above-titled project 
and is subject to the terms and conditions incorporated either directly or by reference in the following: 
  
 a.  The grant program legislation and program regulation cited in this Notice of Award. 
 b.  Conditions on activities and expenditure of funds in other statutory requirements, such as 

those included in appropriations acts. 
 c.  45 CFR Part 75. 
 d. National Policy Requirements and all other requirements described in the NIH Grants Policy 

Statement, including addenda in effect as of the beginning date of the budget period. 
 e. Federal Award Performance Goals: As required by the periodic report in the RPPR or in the final 

progress report when applicable. 
 f. This award notice, INCLUDING THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS CITED BELOW. 
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(See NIH Home Page at http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/awardconditions.htm for certain 
references cited above.) 
 
Research and Development (R&D):  All awards issued by the National Institutes of Health (NIH) meet the 
definition of “Research and Development” at 45 CFR Part§ 75.2. As such, auditees should identify NIH 
awards as part of the R&D cluster on the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards (SEFA). The auditor 
should test NIH awards for compliance as instructed in Part V, Clusters of Programs. NIH recognizes that 
some awards may have another classification for purposes of indirect costs. The auditor is not required to 
report the disconnect (i.e., the award is classified as R&D for Federal Audit Requirement purposes but 
non-research for indirect cost rate purposes), unless the auditee is charging indirect costs at a rate other 
than the rate(s) specified in the award document(s).  
 
  
This institution is a signatory to the Federal Demonstration Partnership (FDP) Phase VII Agreement which 
requires active institutional participation in new or ongoing FDP demonstrations and pilots. 
 
An unobligated balance may be carried over into the next budget period without Grants Management 
Officer prior approval. 
 
This grant is subject to Streamlined Noncompeting Award Procedures (SNAP). 
 
This award is subject to the requirements of 2 CFR Part 25 for institutions to receive a Dun & Bradstreet 
Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number and maintain an active registration in the System for Award 
Management (SAM).  Should a consortium/subaward be issued under this award, a DUNS requirement 
must be included.   See http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/awardconditions.htm for the full NIH award 
term implementing this requirement and other additional information. 
 
This award has been assigned the Federal Award Identification Number (FAIN) K99GM144750. Recipients 
must document the assigned FAIN on each consortium/subaward issued under this award. 
 
Based on the project period start date of this project, this award is likely subject to the Transparency Act 
subaward and executive compensation reporting requirement of 2 CFR Part 170. There are conditions 
that may exclude this award; see http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/awardconditions.htm for additional 
award applicability information. 
 
In accordance with P.L. 110-161, compliance with the NIH Public Access Policy is now mandatory. For 
more information, see NOT-OD-08-033 and the Public Access website: http://publicaccess.nih.gov/. 
 
 
  
 
In accordance with the regulatory requirements provided at 45 CFR 75.113 and Appendix XII to 45 CFR 
Part 75, recipients that have currently active Federal grants, cooperative agreements, and procurement 
contracts with cumulative total value greater than $10,000,000 must report and maintain information in 
the System for Award Management (SAM) about civil, criminal, and administrative proceedings in 
connection with the award or performance of a Federal award that reached final disposition within the 
most recent five-year period.  The recipient must also make semiannual disclosures regarding such 
proceedings. Proceedings information will be made publicly available in the designated integrity and 
performance system (currently the Federal Awardee Performance and Integrity Information System 
(FAPIIS)). Full reporting requirements and procedures are found in Appendix XII to 45 CFR Part 75. This 
term does not apply to NIH fellowships. 
Treatment of Program Income: 
Additional Costs 
 

  SECTION IV –  GM SPECIFIC AWARD CONDITIONS –  
 
 
Clinical Trial Indicator: No                            
This award does not support any NIH-defined Clinical Trials. See the NIH Grants Policy Statement Section 1.2 
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for NIH definition of Clinical Trial. 
 
1. This award is subject to the conditions set forth in PAR19-343, Maximizing Opportunities for 
Scientific and Academic Independent Careers (MOSAIC) Postdoctoral Career Transition Award 
to Promote Diversity (K99/R00 - Independent Clinical Trial Not Allowed), which are hereby 
incorporated by reference as special terms and conditions of this award.  Copies of this PA may 
be accessed at the following internet address: https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-
19-343.html 
  
2. Since the principal purpose of this award is to transition the principal investigator to an 
independent investigator, no request to change the principal investigator will be considered. 
  
3. A progress report for the -02 year of support should be submitted through the NIH Commons 
no later than 45 days before the end of the -01 year and must incorporate all application sections 
noted in the Program Announcement. 
  
4. In the event the transition to the R00 phase occurs prior to the current project period end date 
of 6/30/2023, this K99 award level may be adjusted accordingly.   
  
5. MOSAIC K99/R00 scholars will be part of organized scientific cohorts coordinated by MOSAIC 
Institutionally-Focused Research Education Award to Promote Diversity (UE5) grantees.  The PI 
and their and their primary mentor are expected to participate in mentoring, networking, and 
professional development activities by the American Society for Cell Biology (ASCB: 
https://www.ascb.org/career-development/ascb-mosaic-program-amp/). 
  
6. None of the funds in this award shall be used to pay the salary of an individual at a rate in 
excess of the current salary cap.  Therefore, this award and/or future years are adjusted 
accordingly, if applicable. 
  
Current salary cap levels can be found at the following URL: 
  
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/salcap_summary.htm 
  
7. As appropriate, the awardee is required to follow the sharing plan(s) for unique research 
resources (i.e. Data, Model Organism, Genomic Data, or other) associated with this project and 
may not implement any changes to the plan(s) without the written prior approval of the National 
Institute of General Medical Sciences. 
  
8. This award is issued in accordance with the NIH fiscal policies described in NIH Guide Notice 
NOT-OD-21-058. 
  
9. The Year -01 budget period is slightly less than 12 months in length (full 12-month level of 
funds provided) so that the anniversary date for future non-competing awards will be January 
1.  The Research Performance Progress Report (RPPR) will be due 45 days prior to this date (60 
days for non-SNAP awards) each year. Guidance on RPPR submission is documented in the 
RPPR Instruction Guide found at: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/rppr/index.htm. 
  
This anniversary date may change the receipt date for the next competing continuation (Type 
2) application.  Consult the submission dates/deadlines on the NIH Office of Extramural 
Research Grants (OER) Home page at http://grants.nih.gov/grants/dates.htm. 
  
  
SECTION V - NIGMS CONTACTS 
  
  
The NIGMS WWW home page is at http://www.nigms.nih.gov 
 
 
 
SPREADSHEET SUMMARY 
AWARD NUMBER:   
 
INSTITUTION:  
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Budget Year 1 Year 2 
Salaries and Wages $58,970 $61,156 
Fringe Benefits $15,510 $16,084 
Personnel Costs (Subtotal) $74,480 $77,240 
Other $18,113 $15,353 
TOTAL FEDERAL DC $92,593 $92,593 
TOTAL FEDERAL F&A $7,407 $7,407 
TOTAL COST $100,000 $100,000 
 
 
Facilities and 
Administrative Costs 

Year 1 Year 2 

F&A Cost Rate 1 8% 8% 
F&A Cost Base 1 $92,593 $92,593 
F&A Costs 1 $7,407 $7,407 
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