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 which are directly related to my proposal. My 

grant was first reviewed by three faculty on the study section whose identities I do not know.  My grant 

was then discussed with the larger study section on November 18, 2024, and scored.  

12. On November 18, 2024, the study group assigned to review my proposal gave it an Impact Score 

of 10, which is a perfect score.  Each of the three initial reviewers scored the components of my grant, 

including my strengths as an applicant (“Candidate”), the plan to transition to an independent faculty 

position (“Career Development Plan/Career Goals/Plan to Provide Mentoring”), my proposed research 

(“Research Plan”), my mentorship team (“Mentor(s), Co-Mentor(s), Consultant(s), Collaborator(s)”), 

and the quality of the scientific training environment at the  

(“Environment Commitment to the Candidate”). The scoring system is 1 to 9, where 1 indicates 

exceptional and 9 indicates poor. After discussion of my application on November 18, 2024 with the 

larger review panel, reviewers privately vote on an overall impact score, 1-9. The final Impact Score is 

calculated by averaging the normalized impact score of all reviewers, then multiplied by 10. Thus, the 

final Impact Score is on a scale from 10 to 90, where 10 is exceptional and 90 indicates poor.   

13. On December 16, 2024, I received the summary statement issued by the study group.  That 

statement was glowing,  

  

14. On February 6, 2025, the advisory council was scheduled to consider my proposal. The  

Advisory Council is composed of leaders in science, education, health care, and public affairs, including 

faculty at PhD-granting institutions and NIH employees. Its members are appointed to 4-year terms and 

meet three times per year to perform a second level of peer review for grants and offer recommendations 

on grants to fund. The February 6 meeting, however, was cancelled, as I learned from an NIH official. I 

received no notice of why it was cancelled.   

15. From late January 2025 through March 2025, I regularly emailed and called NIH about my 

MOSAIC application but was routinely ignored. 

a. On , I contacted the program officer for my MOSAIC 

K99 application, , to understand the status of my MOSAIC 

application.  I received no response.   

b. On , I emailed , another NIH official in the Division 

of Training and Workforce Development, to ask if I could reapply for the Parent K99. 

The parent K99 is the same funding opportunity but eligibility is not limited to those who 
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are underrepresented in the biomedical work force and it does not have a diversity 

statement or UE5 program. I received no response. 

c. On  I emailed  to ask about the timeline of K99 funding 

because I was at risk of being laid off.  I wrote again on .  I received no 

response to either email.  

d. I also called  office to discuss my MOSAIC application on  

  No one ever picked up nor did anyone 

ever return the few voice messages I left.  

16. I am no longer eligible for the Parent track of MOSAIC track applications.  I lost my eligibility 

on   This is because the Parent and MOSAIC K99 eligibility windows are four years 

from the start date of the postdoctoral training period, and I started my position on . 

17. It me considerable effort to assemble my MOSAIC application.  I worked full-time over eight 

weeks to put it together.  It entailed finding collaborators, mentors, and writers for letter of 

recommendation. I had to write documents, compile references, and construct figures to describe my 

career accomplishments, research proposal, training plan, and career plan as a faculty member. These 

documents are highly technical and require multiple rounds of revision and review from trusted mentors, 

peers, the  grant office, and colleagues. My grant was  pages in total.   

18. That process entailed speaking with NIH program officers to determine the correct NIH institute 

where I should apply. I reached out to program officers at five institutes between October 11, 2023 and 

October 24, 2023, totaling 30 emails, to see if my research was a good fit for the institute.  I also 

determined if I should apply to the parent K99 or the MOSAIC K99 (I was eligible for both) by meeting 

with our internal grants team at the  on May 9, 2024 and August 21, 2023.  

19. Grant applications with perfect scores are always funded, except for extremely rare 

circumstances, such as accepting another award.  This is according to my NIH program officer (PO), the 

grants office at the  and my own experience with NIH and NSF. Thus, I, the grants 

office at the , and my mentors fully expected that I would receive a notice of award 

(NOA) on February 6, 2025, and that my grant would start on April 1, 2025.   These are the standard 

dates by which NIH has, according to its website, issued and disbursed awards in the past.  A true and 

correct copy of the NIA K99/R00 webpage (last visited on April 18, 2025) including its award cycle is 

attached as Exhibit B. 

20. On February 27, 2025, an anonymous NIH employee called me and we had one conversation 

about my MOSAIC K99 application. That employee revealed to me that they were instructed by 
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leadership at NIH that they are not allowed to respond to emails or discuss via email or phone anything 

to do with MOSAIC K99 applications. This is consistent with my email interactions with NIH 

employees who have only responded to my emails about the parent K99.  

21. My boss, , cannot afford to pay me because like many principal 

investigators, he is waiting for grants to be reviewed or funded, including an R01 that would have 

funded my work, so my boss informed me at several weekly one-on-one meetings in February that 

without additional funding from my K99 or his R01, my contract could not be renewed.  At this point I 

emailed the  (on February 28, 2025),  

 

(February 7, 2025) to ask for emergency salary support. The  

 is paying my salary temporarily. So, I was almost laid off because of the loss of 

expected MOSAIC funding.   

22. Given my need for funding I applied for and was granted an exception to reapply to the Parent 

K99 on February 12, 2025, which I did.  The parent track, however, prejudices me in several respects.  

First, that cycle will be very competitive in that it will have more applicants than usual because BRAIN 

and MOSAIC applicants from the June and October cycles of 2024 have been advised—according to 

what the grants office at  shared with me--to re-apply for the Parent K99 for the 

February 2025 cycle; second, I will receive new reviewers meaning that the faculty who read my 

application will not have the context that I already applied for this award, and, third, none of my reviews 

from my MOSAIC K99 application – which resulted in a perfect score – will transfer to this new 

application despite it being for the exact same research.  

23. Finally, the earliest I will receive funding for the Parent K99, if granted, is December 2025, 

which will count as eight months without NIH funding.  

24. The long-term consequences of this loss of funding cannot be understated. This loss of salary has 

meant that I have needed to apply for faculty positions sooner than I intended, given that I have at least 

two more years of work needed to complete my postdoctoral research project. If I start a faculty position 

before my postdoctoral research is complete, I will have to finish it in my own lab, which will occupy 

the first one or two years of my time on the tenure track.  This is not good.  While on the tenure track, 

assistant professors are expected to establish an independent line of research from their postdoctoral 

advisor and generally papers published with postdoctoral advisors as co-authors do not count toward 

tenure. Thus, potentially as many as two of my seven years on the tenure track would be spent on 

research that should have been completed during my postdoc.  This reduces my chances of getting 
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tenure after seven years as an assistant professor.  An assistant professor who does not obtain tenure 

must either get a new tenure track faculty job at another university or leave the academic profession.  

25. Thankfully, the  has stepped up to cover my salary 

until December 2025.  However, given the state of , I do not know how 

much longer my job will be safe.  Additionally, without the expected MOSAIC funding, the study I 

proposed will not happen.   

26. This proposed research is important because it could contribute to breakthrough advances in our 

understanding of  

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

27. Further, the R00 aim of my K99 proposes to apply what I learn about  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This research stands to have major implications for public health.  

28. I wish to file my declaration under seal because I fear that disclosure of my name will result in 

physical or mental harm and that it will result in reputational harm.  I also have concerns about the 

public being hostile to my participation in this litigation given the current political climate. 
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���
�������̀
����������a
�b�c��̀��̀�����������������a
b�d�����
b����������
���
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��	��>&�"A��	�̀ ��̀ D̂	YZZ[\]DÊ_DCF_[̀aZ[\]DÊZ[bC@AZb\cd\A@C\AeE_fFfgC@hiii��k	0	&�������
�	���
	����	��	��
���	/=�>������	���	>&�	�����
��
���	��	�����	
�	������
�	
��	��&	�������	�����
��
���"	
�������
����	���	�����
��	#�
�	
����&	�������	��	
���	���	#��x���	
������	
����	>&�	��	w���
�"���	�����
��
���"	��&	�������	��1�����	��������
����
�	����
���	�
	����
	���	>������	
�������	�>
�	���	�
	����
	���	 ������	/����
��' ��������	�����
���
��	� /' ��	������
	�������	
�	�����
	��	�������
���"w���
�"���	&�������
�	���
	����	��	��
���	/=�>	������	���	>&�	�����
��
���	��	�����	
�	������
�	
��	w���
�"��������
��
���"�4374?�	�645r;34:��468r6p?q	98�5:;67?;34:	����: ��9�:  &��	 /���' ����	���
	����	��	��&	�������	������
"	 /���' ����	������	#��x	#�
�	
����	��������
�����	���������	
�	��
���	����
�	���#	������
	��	
�	�������
�	
����	�)��
���	������
	#�
�	
��	��������
	��������
���	��	��&	�������"	��	
��	 /' �	��	����	
����������
�����	>������	
��������	
���	���
	����	
#�	���
���
	��&	�������	������
��	���	���	����	����"	
�
������	��	��&�������	������
	���	
�x�	��	
�	.	#��x�"¡q676¢q5	98n6�6n<?q:	��4374?�	�645r;34��468r6p?q	98�5:;67?;34 &��	�������
�	#�
�	
��	�x�����	x��#������	���	���������	���������	
�	�����	��
	
��	��������	��������	��	
��	 ������/����
��' ��������	�����
���
��	� /' ��	��	����
��	
�	#��x	#�
�	���'���	���
��	���	��������
���	
�	�������	��	�������
���	���	������
"�����������	����	�������������
��	������	���	�
����	������	��	#���	��	�����������	#�
�	��������
����	#����	���	�����������	������������
����	���x�������	���	��#���	����������	
�	�����	���	���	������
"	�bcECfcA	}�̂Z}{̂YFEEf̂�ZZ[\]DÊ_DCF_[̀aZ[\]DÊZ[c̀̂ ]̂\~_FE�£�bcECfcA}\̀[\]��C\AeÈ\}\CDeCf]c{DaÂEC[]È\k	���	��
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An official website of the United States government Here's how you know

K99/R00: Pathway to Independence Awards from
NIA

NIA funds K99/R00 awards to support exceptional postdoctoral researchers in completing the final years of their
postdoctoral research and transitioning to a role as an independent scientist. Each award has two phases, the K99
phase supporting mentored postdoctoral research, and the R00 phase supporting an independent research career.
Senior postdoctoral researchers in the aging field may also wish to consider the K-series Research Career
Development Awards. The parent K99/R00 award is open to postdocs conducting research in the United States who
are U.S. citizens, permanent residents, or on a valid U.S. visa.

Wondering if the K99 is right for you? Explore this comparison of the three major postdoc to faculty transition
awards available from the NIA: the K99, the K22, and the K01.

NIA K99/R00 Sample Applications Available
Read sample K99/R00 applications to the NIA and their accompanying reviewer summary statements.

NIA K99/R00 at a Glance
Eligibility: Up to 4 years postdoctoral experience
Maximum Award Duration: 2 years postdoctoral, 3 years independent scientist
Due Date: February 12, June 12, October 12
R00 Application: The R00 institution's Authorized Organizational Representative must email the
application in PDF format to the program official and the grants specialist on the award. To avoid
delays, please copy NIATraining@mail.nih.gov when sending the application.
R00 Transition Deadline: R00 transition applications should be submitted 2-4 months before the
desired R00 start date (details below)
Questions about K99/R00 awards for aging or dementia research? Contact
NIATraining@mail.nih.gov

K99/R00 Awards Supported by NIA
NIA supports several different K99/R00 awards, which differ in their focus and in eligibility requirements. Several of
the awards include multiple versions depending on the type of study proposed (clinical trial, non-clinical trial, basic
experimental studies in humans).
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K99/R00 Awards Supported by NIA

Number Name Career
Stage

Discipline Notices of
Funding

Opportunity

K99/R00 NIH Pathway
to

Independence
Parent

Postdocs
with up to 4

years of
postdoctoral

research
experience

All aging
research

PA-24-
193

PA-24-
194

PA-24-
195

NIA also participates in the following K99, which may have different eligibility requirements and due dates:

HEAL Initiative Advanced Postdoctoral-to-Independent Career Transition Awards in PAIN and SUD Research

Important Dates

NIH Career Development Award Cycle

K99 Cycle New
Application
Due Date

Resubmission
Due Date Date

Initial Review
Date

Council
Review Date

Earliest Start Date

1 February 12 March 12 June/July August/October September/December

2 June 12 July 12 October/November January April

3 October 12 November 12 February/March May July

Award Duration
K99 Phase (postdoctoral): One to two years
R00 Phase (independent): Up to three years

Budget Levels
Yearly award budgets for the K99 phase are composed of salary, fringe benefits, research and career development
funds, and in some cases funds to cover travel to conferences. In the R00 phase, the yearly award budget covers
salary, fringe benefits, research costs, and indirect costs. Additional details can be found in each award’s notice of
funding opportunity.

NIA K99/R00 Budget Levels
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Award Component Amount
per Year

K99 Salary Up to
$75,000

plus
fringe

K99 Research and Career Development Funds Up to
$25,000

R00 Total Budget Up to
$249,000

K99 Eligibility
K99 applicants must be in mentored, non-independent research positions, working in the U.S., with no more than
four years of research experience after Ph.D. conferral at the time of application. Importantly, time spent
conducting research in your Ph.D. lab after receiving your Ph.D. counts as postdoctoral research
experience.

Who qualifies for the K99?
The NIA recognizes that some institutions appoint postdoctoral researchers under other position titles. To be eligible
for a K99, you must be in a mentored, non-independent research position. If your position title does not clearly
identify you as postdoc, you must provide evidence that your position is a mentored, non-independent research
training position. An official institutional document that includes a description of the position is typically sufficient.
Additionally, a clinical faculty member who does not hold an independent research faculty position may be eligible
for the K99/R00 award, and should contact NIATraining@mail.nih.gov for guidance. Additional details on
distinguishing independent from non-independent positions can be found in section III.1 of the parent K99 funding
announcement.

What additional requirements are there for applicants on temporary visas?
For the K99 phase of the award, the applicant institution is responsible for determining and documenting, in the K99
application, that the candidate’s visa will allow them to remain in the U.S. long enough to complete the K99 phase of
the award. For the R00 phase of the award, the U.S. institution at which the R00 phase of the award will be
conducted is responsible for determining and documenting, in the R00 application, that the PI’s visa will allow them
to remain in the U.S. for the duration of the R00 award.

Eligibility window extensions
K99 applicants may have no more than four years of postdoctoral research experience by the application due date,
regardless of whether they submit a new application or a resubmission. For applicants in the fields of aging and
Alzheimer's and related dementias, NIA will approve requests for extension of the eligibility window, on both a
regular and case-by-case basis:

Regular approval: One year extension for childbirth within the K99 eligibility window. Include child’s date of birth
in extension request.
Case-by-case: Parental, medical, or other well-justified leave; disability, extended clinical training, natural
disasters, active duty military service. Part-time postdoctoral research training, related to personal or family
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situations or occurring during a research residency or fellowship, will be pro-rated accordingly.
Extensions for COVID-19 related lab shutdowns or research delays are no longer available.

To request an extension, or to confirm your eligibility timeline, please email NIATraining@mail.nih.gov no later than
12 weeks before submitting an application. In your email, please include the exact date when your doctoral
degree was conferred, the start date of your first full-time postdoctoral research position, and a brief
summary of your research so that we can verify it is relevant to NIA.

How to Apply
Find general information on applying to career development awards.

Always consult the notice of funding opportunity and the SF 424 (R&R) Application Guide for detailed instructions.

Tips for applying for a K99:
1. Describe BOTH the K99 postdoctoral phase and the R00 independent phase of research. This narrative

should describe what you will accomplish during the mentored phase research that will enable you to launch an
independent research program (i.e., what do you still need to accomplish during the mentored phase in order to
compete successfully once independence is achieved).

2. Assemble an advisory committee. This typically includes the primary mentor as well as two or more co-
mentors or advisors. Advisors should provide a letter of support. Provide details such as how often and in what
format you will meet with your mentors and advisors. However, one individual should be clearly designated as
the primary mentor.

3. Clearly describe the transition to independence. Explain which aspects of the research are yours to take with
you as you establish a lab, and which will remain with your postdoctoral advisor.

4. Include detailed plans for the R00 phase. Describe your vision for the research plan of your independent lab,
as you see it now. Demonstrate that you can articulate a long-term research plan. Of course, your R00 plans will
likely change as you complete your K99 project, you will update the independent research plan when you apply
for the R00 transition.

Is my K99/R00 research topic appropriate for the NIA?
Consult the list of currently funded K99/R00 awards.

If you would like feedback on the appropriateness of your research topic for NIA, please share a one-page
overview of your specific aims to NIATraining@mail.nih.gov. A scientific program official from the
appropriate division will contact you soon thereafter.

Transitioning to the R00 Independent Phase
K99 recipients are strongly encouraged to contact their NIH program official as soon as plans to apply for and
assume an independent position develop, and not later than 6 months prior to the termination of the K99 phase of
the award.

R00 Faculty Position Requirements
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In order to transition to the R00 phase, you must have been offered and accepted an assistant professor position
that meets the following R00 requirements:

Tenure-track, full-time assistant professor position (or equivalent only if the department or institution never hires
incoming assistant professors on the tenure track. Evidence to this effect (e.g., faculty handbook) must be
provided)
Must provide protected research time for the duration of the R00:

Minimum of 9 months or 75% research time
Teaching, clinical, and other non-research duties should be minimal

Salary and start-up package are equivalent to recent new hires (the R00 may not be used to offset the start-up
package or institutional salary commitment)
Appointment may not be contingent on the transfer of the R00 award
The institution must support the R00 grantee in applying for independent research funding (R01)

Once you have a job offer that you are seriously considering, NIA strongly recommends you consult with your K99
program officer to ensure the offer meets the above requirements.

Submitting the R00 Transition Application
The independent phase institution must submit an application on behalf of the candidate for the R00 Award using the
PHS 398 Application (PDF, 797K). The R00 institution's Authorized Organizational Representative must email the
application in PDF format to the program official and the grants specialist on the award. To avoid delays, please
copy NIATraining@mail.nih.gov when sending the application.

Application Timing
Applications must be received no later than 2 months prior to the proposed R00 activation date. Due to
delays in processing at the end of the NIH fiscal year, R00 transition applications with proposed start dates between
August 1 and September 30 must be received no later than June 1. This will ensure the transition to the R00 phase
takes place without interruption in funding.

Desired R00 Start Date R00
Transition

Application
Due Date

November 1 - July 31 At least 2
months

prior to R00
start date

August 1 - September 30 By June 1

Application Contents
The R00 application must include:

A new face page signed by the R00 phase institutional representative
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