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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  

FOR THE DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS 

AMERICAN PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION, 

et al.,  

Plaintiffs, 

v.  

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH, et al., 

Defendants. 

Case No. 1:25-cv-10787-WGY 

SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATION OF NICOLE MAPHIS 

I, Nicole Maphis, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, declare as follows:  

1. I provided a sworn declaration in this case dated April 20, 2025. I offer this additional

declaration as a supplement to that first declaration.  

2. On May 8, 2025, I checked the status of my pending MOSAIC K99/ROO application on the NIH

era commons webpage. As shown on that webpage, my application status had changed to “Application 

withdrawn.” A true and correct copy of that page is attached as Exhibit A. 

3. That same page had a document entitled ‘Administrative Withdrawal’ linked to the

Correspondence tab. I clicked on that link and found a notice from the Department of Health & Human 

Services, dated May 6, 2025, that reads: “This application responded to a discontinued program that no 

longer effectuated NIH priorities which included elements based primarily on artificial and non-

scientific categories, including amorphous equity objectives, are antithetical to the scientific inquiry, do 

nothing to expand our knowledge of living systems, provide low returns on investment, and ultimately 

do not enhance health, lengthen life, or reduce illness. Worse, so-called diversity, equity, and inclusion 

(“DEI”) studies are often used to support unlawful discrimination on the basis of race and other 
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protected characteristics, which harms the health of Americans. Therefore, this application has been 

administratively withdrawn.” A true and correct copy of this notice is attached as Exhibit B. 

4. My pending MOSAIC K99/ROO application sought a grant to study the relationship between 

alcohol use and Alzheimer’s Disease. That proposed study has no relationship to “DEI studies” as 

described in this May 6 notice. 

5. I received no email or other notice from NIH informing me of this change in the status of my 

application or reason for that change. 

 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.  

Executed this 15th day of May, 2025.  

 

____________ 

                  Nicole M. Maphis 
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EXHIBIT B 
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May 6, 2025 

This application responded to a discontinued program that no longer effectuated NIH priorities which 
included elements based primarily on artificial and non-scientific categories, including amorphous equity 
objectives, are antithetical to the scientific inquiry, do nothing to expand our knowledge of living systems, 
provide low returns on investment, and ultimately do not enhance health, lengthen life, or reduce illness.  
Worse, so-called diversity, equity, and inclusion (“DEI”) studies are often used to support unlawful 
discrimination on the basis of race and other protected characteristics, which harms the health of Americans.  
Therefore, this application has been administratively withdrawn. 
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