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NIH director Jay Bhattacharya says that work on the biological consequences of characteristics such as race and sex is important. Credit:

Andrew Harnik/Getty

And in an interview with Science published on 5 May, Bhattacharya distinguished between studies that look at the biological

consequences of individual characteristics such as age, race and sex, which he said were important, and those involving

“politicized, DEI kinds of ideology”, which he didn’t define but said didn’t contribute to improving health.

Despite Bhattacharya’s statements, the anonymous researcher says that their own experiences and those of their colleagues

suggest that studies on the biological consequences of characteristics are being treated as DEI work. The researcher’s own grant

looking at chronic kidney disease in people from minority ethnic groups was terminated this month because of its supposed

connection to DEI.

NIH staff members have been given lists of terms, seen by terms Nature, that are to be used as reasons to reject proposals or flag grants

for investigation. They include ‘inequity’, ‘racism’, ‘underserved’ and ‘SDOH’, which stands for the social determinants of health

— non-medical factors, such as socio-economic status and access to healthy food, that can explain differences in health

outcomes.

The NIH did not respond to Nature’s queries about whether the agency considers racism and social determinants of health as

factors contributing to health or whether they are deemed politicized ideology.

A chilling effect

5/16/25, 7:31 PM Can NIH-funded research on racism and health survive Trump’s cuts?

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-025-01538-6 3/5
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Medical research Government Funding

Additional reporting by Max Kozlov.
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