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Re: Authority of police, with aid of
troops, to cordon off pedestrian
accegs to varicus key traffic

The question bas been raised whether the D.C. police -
and U.§. Park Police, with the sssistance of such troops
a9 may be called, can close certsin areas to pedestrian
traffic and form protsctive cordons % keep vehicolar
traffic moving. It is concluded that such authority exists
within the Disttict of Columbia. %YThis wemorandm does not
address the Virginia law.

The District of Columbia Traffic Act (D.C. Code 40-601
to 40-617) vests in the D.C. Covermment droad authority to
prescribe both geamsral and emsrgemcy traffic regulations.
"fraffic" is defined to include both pedestrisn and vehicu-
lar movement. D.C. Code 40-602(h). Although normal and
usual traffic regulations must be published in advance,
emergency regulstions musy be enforced by pusting appropriate
signs at the location itself. D.C. Code 40-603(h). This
is very ¢o only dones with respect to emergency perking
bans. The penclty for violatiag such regulations may be a
fine of up to $300 er fmprisonment up to 10 days, or both,
as provided by the D.C. Covernmemt,

Under D.C. Code 40-613 the U.S. Mark Folice have
similar regulatory suthority within sheir territory.

. Pursuant to this broad suthority, the District could
close these carget areas and areas of access to the tazget
' sreas t6 pedestrian traffic, except probably such pedes~
trians as have specific busivess in the ares, e.g., resi-
dents of apartment houses, guests in botels, ete, It
could aleo reroude certain traffic or make certain streets
one-way to tmprove traffic fiow, if practicadble. To effec-
tuate these meagures it could use police and such troops



as may be called to assist them in cordoning off the
areas, controlling traffic flow, etc. This is often
done in comnection with major parades and other events
affecting traffic. ' :

It might be noted that such cordons have been anti-
cipated by the demonstrators. See ‘Quicksilver News"





