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Rei Authority of police, with aid of 
troop.a• to cordon off pedestrian 
aceeu to· vutou• key traffic • 

' • 

-· 

The queatioa bu Nen raf.aed·wbetb.u the D.C. ,o11ce .• 
and u.s. Park a>lie•• with the -•1•tance of •uch troopa 
u aay be called. C41l cloM ccutn areaa to ,-1eatrian
traffic and fona protective cordons to u.p fthleular
trAff1.c 1110vbag. ·Xt ts concluded that auch authorit:, exiata
within the Dl•ttlet .of Coluabla. ttd.a ....orand\al does not 
a.ddreaa the Vh-gf.D!a 1•• 

The Dl•trlct of Collllltbla . Traff le Act (D. C. Code 40-601 
to 40-617) ve•t• ln the D.C. Cl>vftmlwt broad -.ithor1ty to 
pretulbe both aeural and ......,.CJ traffic rqulatlou. 
"Traffic" 1a deflfted to include both ,-.. triaa -4 whleu• 
lar _,v.._t. o.c. Code 40-602(1'). Altbouah oonaal aafl 
uaual traffte replatt.ou -...t be ,ul,llahed tn uvance • 
eaergency regulatlcma •Y be eaforced t,y·poatln& approprla�• 
•lpa at the locatlott itHlf. O.C. Cod4l 40•603(h). � 
ta very ..co nly &me with rnpect to wraac7 paddilg 
baa. Ta ,-alty for vlole.tia& .ueh ngotattou •1 lte. a

flu of up to $300 •r taprlao--.t up to 10 daye, or lNtth. 
aa provia.d by ·ti. D.C. Covem.at. 

Under D.C. Code 40--6U the U.S. Park hlice have 
•bdl.C' regulatory authority wltbta their teffitor,-.

. . l\trauat to tb.1• broad authority, the J>btrlct could 
cloae these· target ueaa ad •r-• of aecea• to the taqet 

• uu. to pedeetrtan traffic,. except probably nch peclea•
trlana •• have apeeifie. bu9lDeu ill che an.. !.•I.• • rut•
denu of apartaent hou•••• guuta 1a bo�l•• etc., tt.
could alco rcouea certain traffic or .-. certaf.e atreete
-�Y to t.aprove tt'afflc flow. lf prud.eabl•. To effee•
tuate the•• • ...,.. it could ua• police ancl -..ch troope



as may be called to assist them in cordoning off£ the
areas, controlling traffic flow, etc. This is often
done in co~nec ti witr h major parades and other events
affecting traffic.

It asight be noted that such cordos have been snti*
cipated by the demonstrttors See "quickslver News"
(May-day edition), p. 8-12.

*2 -




