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RESOLUTION REGARDING THE USE OF STUDENT SURVEILLANCE TECHNOLOGIES AT [NAME OF HIGH SCHOOL]
WHEREAS the use of Student Surveillance Technologies,[footnoteRef:12755] especially following the onset of the Covid pandemic, has increased exponentially in American schools, fueling the growth of an EdTech Surveillance industry with revenues that exceed $3 billion annually;  [12755:  “Student Surveillance Technology” refers to any digital device, system, hardware, or software that is capable of analyzing, capturing, collecting, intercepting, monitoring, processing, or recording audio, visual, digital, location, thermal, biometric, behavioral, or similar information or communications specifically associated with, or capable of being associated with, any specific student or group of students. “Student Surveillance Technology” does not include any digital device, system, hardware, or software that only collects data that is directly related to the teaching and/or academic testing of students. For purpose of this definition, a digital device, system, hardware, or software does not “only collect data that is directly related to the teaching and/or academic testing of students” if it: (A) Uses biometrics to identify or track a student; (B) Monitors a student’s movements, such as eye movements or keystroke tracking; (C) Captures or monitors a student’s location or surroundings; (D) Captures words or terms entered by a student into an internet search engine; (E) Identifies websites visited by a student; or (F) Intercepts or monitors any student communication or writing, regardless of how or where it is stored, that has not been submitted to the student’s school or an employee thereof. The preceding examples are intended to be an illustrative but non-exclusive list.] 

WHEREAS, contrary to the claims of the Ed Tech Surveillance industry, a growing number of experts and commentators have called into question the efficacy of Student Surveillance Technologies in reducing student violence and suicides, and raised significant concerns about the harms such technologies cause to students, especially those belonging to already vulnerable groups; 
WHEREAS the [NAME OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT GOVERNMENT]  recognizes that the [NAME OF SCHOOL DISTRICT]’s administrators are responsible for operating [NAME OF HIGH SCHOOL] and have full authority to do so in the manner they think is in the best interest of the school, its students, and its broader community; and
WHEREAS the members of the [NAME OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT GOVERNMENT] believe, and hope the [NAME OF SCHOOL DISTRICT]’s administration agrees, that transparent decision making processes, which engage and solicit feedback from all members of the [NAME OF HIGH SCHOOL] community, including its students, ultimately lead to better decision making;
[bookmark: _Hlk197443617]THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that, prior to making any decisions involving the acquisition or use of any Student Surveillance Technology at [NAME OF HIGH SCHOOL], the [NAME OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT GOVERNMENT] respectfully requests the [NAME OF SCHOOL DISTRICT]’s administrators hold a well-noticed, public meeting open to students, parents, and other school community members to discuss the following issues related to the Student Surveillance Technology under consideration:
· What problem(s) is the [NAME OF SCHOOL DISTRICT] seeking to address through the use of the Student Surveillance Technology at [NAME OF HIGH SCHOOL]?
· What evidence has the [NAME OF SCHOOL DISTRICT] reviewed that demonstrates the Student Surveillance Technology under consideration is effective in addressing the problem(s) the [NAME OF SCHOOL DISTRICT] is seeking to address? For each evidentiary source, please indicate:
· Whether the source of the information was the product manufacturer (and, therefore, potentially biased), some person or entity acting on behalf of or in concert with the product manufacturer (and, therefore, potentially biased), or a person or entity that is wholly independent of the product manufacturer (likely unbiased); and
· If the conclusion is objective (i.e. data/fact based – “the evidence shows…”) or merely subjective (i.e. opinion based – “I believe that…”).
· What potential, unintended harms might be caused to [NAME OF HIGH SCHOOL] students or other [NAME OF HIGH SCHOOL] community members by the use of the Student Surveillance Technology (such as the loss of privacy, undermining trust between students and school administrators/teachers/staff, inhibiting student self-help, increasing student fear, harming student freedom of speech and/or association, misinterpreting student words/actions leading to inappropriate discipline, or creating student apprehension around the use of certain technologies and/or communication tools), and note if certain student populations may be at greater risk of those harms than others (such as students of color, LGBTQ+ and non-binary students, undocumented students, or low-income students)? 
· What are the full acquisition and operational costs for the Student Surveillance Technology under consideration?
· What other interventions for the problem(s) [NAME OF SCHOOL DISTRICT] is seeking to address are available, whether the [NAME OF SCHOOL DISTRICT] considered them, and whether investing school resources in the Student Surveillance Technology will, in the short term, preclude the [NAME OF SCHOOL DISTRICT] from purchasing/using the alternative interventions;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the [NAME OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT GOVERNMENT] respectfully requests that once the [NAME OF SCHOOL DISTRICT]’s administration provides the above answers and information, that the [NAME OF SCHOOL DISTRICT] give students and other [NAME OF HIGH SCHOOL] community members an opportunity to express their views on the proposed acquisition/use of the Student Surveillance Technology at [NAME OF HIGH SCHOOL] and that the [NAME OF SCHOOL DISTRICT] administration will duly consider those opinions; and.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the [NAME OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT GOVERNMENT] respectfully requests the [NAME OF SCHOOL DISTRICT]’s administration conduct a benefit versus cost-harm analysis of using the Student Surveillance Technology at [NAME OF HIGH SCHOOL] and consider whether an alternative intervention is more likely to bring the hoped-for benefits with lower costs and/or less harm to students, and that the [NAME OF SCHOOL DISTRICT]’s administration provide a detailed, written summary of that analysis to the [NAME OF HIGH SCHOOL] community.
	
	
	



