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INTEREST OF AMICI CURIAE

The Department of State is Pennsylvania’s state-level executive
agency responsible for administering elections in the Commonwealth. 71
P.S. § 273. The Department is led by the Secretary of the Commonwealth,
who is Pennsylvania’s Chief Election Official and the foremost authority
on Pennsylvania’s elections.!

Among other obligations, the Secretary prescribes the form of the
declaration that appears on mail-ballot envelopes; all counties must use
that declaration. See 25 P.S. §§ 3146.4, 3150.14(b). Similarly, the Secre-
tary prescribes the form of the return envelope that carries the declara-
tion, as well as the form of the instructions included with a mail ballot.
See id. §§ 3146.4, 3150.14(b) & (c). The Secretary has used this authority
to redesign balloting materials to reduce inadvertent voter errors, includ-
ing dating errors. Despite these efforts, thousands of voters in each elec-
tion continue to omit the declaration date or write an “incorrect” date.

The Secretary and the Department have an interest in ensuring

that every qualified voter can participate in Pennsylvania’s elections.

1 This brief was not authored or paid for, in whole or in part, by any
person or entity other than amici and their counsel.
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INTRODUCTION

Pennsylvania’s elections are run by the Department of State and 67
county boards of elections. Not one of these entities has articulated any
reason to reject a mail ballot based on a voter’s neglecting to properly
date the declaration returned with their ballot.

Indeed, the direction that voters date the declaration returned with
their mail ballot has been divorced from any purpose since 1968, which
1s the same year Pennsylvania’s state legislature eliminated the require-
ment that county boards set aside certain ballots because of the date writ-
ten. In elections since then, there has been no reason to reject ballots for
declaration-date errors or omissions. Rather, requiring election officials
to cancel ballots for declaration-date errors undermines the orderly ad-
ministration of Pennsylvania elections.

The district court was right to conclude during its review that no
state interest is served by disenfranchising voters for failing to write an
inconsequential date. Upholding its judgment would protect the consti-
tutional right to vote against needless restrictions while leaving states
and election officials ample room to impose rules that facilitate sound

election administration.



Case: 25-1644 Document: 101 Page: 7  Date Filed: 06/04/2025

ARGUMENT

I. Rejecting ballots for declaration-date errors serves no pur-
pose under the Election Code.

This appeal is about whether it is constitutional to deprive individ-
uals of their right to vote for failing to correctly date a declaration that
must be returned with a mail ballot. Resolving that question requires
evaluating what interest is served by a voter’s writing that date, and con-
sequently what interest is served by an election official’s rejecting a ballot
for the voter’s failure to properly write that date.

Pennsylvania’s Election Code demonstrates the purpose the decla-
ration-date rule was meant to serve, and that the declaration-date rule
has not served any function since 1968. And there is no state interest in
disenfranchising eligible voters who fail to follow a rule that is a vestige
of a different era with no present-day purpose.

A. The declaration date has not served its intended pur-
pose since 1968.

The history of Pennsylvania’s Election Code reveals two points crit-
ical to this appeal. First, the actual intended purpose of the Election
Code’s declaration-date rule was to ensure, during an era in which the
deadline for a remote voter to complete a mail ballot was different from

the deadline to return a mail ballot, that ballots were completed on time.
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Second, the declaration date has not served that intended purpose since
1968.

1937. Pennsylvania enacted its Election Code in 1937. At that time,
only some active military members could vote absentee. See Act of June
3, 1937, P.L. 1333, No. 320, §§ 1327-1330 (attached as an Exhibit, at 9-
11). Voters completed absentee ballots on or before Election Day, id.
§ 1329 (Ex. at 10), and placed the ballot in an envelope printed with “the
affidavit of the [voter], together with the jurat of the officer in whose pres-
ence the ballot 1s marked and before whom the affidavit is made,” id.
§ 1328 (Ex. at 9-10). Neither the affidavit nor jurat had to be dated. Id.
§ 1329 (Ex. at 10).

1941. When Pennsylvania’s General Assembly amended the Code
in 1941, it retained the direction that voters must complete their absen-
tee ballot on or before Election Day, and instructed county boards to can-
vass ballots received by the second Friday after Election Day. See Act of
Aug. 1, 1941, P.L. 672, No. 273, § 4 (amending Sections 1303 and 1306 of
the Code) (Ex. at 17-18). The General Assembly added a new requirement
that county boards “set aside” during canvassing any ballot with a return

envelope that “bear[s] a postmark later than the date of the particular
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Election Day involved.” Id. § 4 (amending what was then Section 1307 of
the Code) (Ex. at 18-19).

Postmarks, therefore, were evidence that a ballot was timely com-
pleted.

1945. Four years later, the General Assembly added language stat-
ing that the voter’s jurat “shall be ... dated.” See Act of Mar. 9, 1945, P.L.
29, No. 17, § 10 (amending Section 1306 of the Code, 25 P.S. § 3146.6)
(Ex. at 27-28). Voters still had to complete the absentee ballot on or be-
fore Election Day, id. (Ex. at 27), and election officials could count a bal-
lot if received by a certain date after Election Day, id. § 10 (amending
what was then Section 1307 of the Code) (Ex. at 28). Consistent with the
new instruction that voters date the jurat, election officials were specifi-
cally directed to “set aside” all ballots in which the “jurat bears a date
later than the date of the election.” Id. § 10 (amending what was then
Section 1307 of the Code) (Ex. at 28-29).

The written date, then, replaced the postmark as evidence that a
ballot was timely completed.

1963. Amendments in 1963 consolidated civilian and military ab-

sentee procedures and replaced the separate affidavit and jurat with the
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single declaration still in use today. See Act of Aug. 13, 1963, P.L. 707,
No. 379, § 22 (amending Section 1304 of the Code, 25 P.S. § 3146.4) (Ex.
at 75-76). The previous instruction to date the jurat became an instruc-
tion that the “elector shall ... fill out, date and sign the declaration
printed on [the outer ballot-return] envelope.” Id. § 22 (amending Sec-
tion 1306 of the Code, 25 P.S. § 3146.6) (Ex. at 77-78).

Voters still had to mark the ballot on or before Election Day, id.,
and it would be counted if received before the second Friday after Elec-
tion Day, id. § 24 (amending Section 1308 of the Code, 25 P.S. § 3146.8)
(Ex. at 82). The Code was amended to instruct election officials to set
aside ballots returned with declarations (rather than jurats) bearing a
date after Election Day. Id.

1968. Almost 60 years ago, the General Assembly aligned, for the
first time, the deadline for absentee voters to complete their ballot and
the deadline for county boards to receive those ballots, making both the
Friday before Election Day. See Act of Dec. 11, 1968, P.L. 1183, No. 375,
§ 8, (amending Section 1306 of the Code, 25 P.S. § 3146.6, and Sec-

tion 1308 of the Code, 25 P.S. § 3146.8) (Ex. at 98, 102).
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After creating a single deadline for voters to complete a mail ballot
and for election officials to receive it, the General Assembly removed the
requirement that counties set aside ballots based on their review of the
date appearing on the ballot-return declaration. Id.

In all other ways, the Code was materially unchanged.

Present. The alignment of the deadline for voters to complete a
malil ballot and the deadline for election officials to receive a mail ballot
remains today.

In 2019, Pennsylvania enacted Act 77, which gave all registered,
qualified voters the option to vote by mail. Act 77 adopted wholesale the
pre-existing text and procedures for absentee voting and applied them to
mail-in voting, including the direction that voters shall “fill out, date and
sign” the declaration. Act of Oct. 31, 2019, P.L. 552, No. 77 (“Act 777),
§§ 6, 8. The statute retained the uniform deadlines for a voter to complete
a malil ballot and for election officials to receive that ballot, which is cur-
rently 8 p.m. on Election Day. Id.; 25 P.S. §§ 3146.6 (deadline to vote ab-
sentee ballot), 3150.16 (deadline to vote mail-in ballot), 3146.8 (deadline

to receive absentee and mail-in ballot).
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So, since 1968—when the General Assembly aligned the deadlines
for a voter to complete a ballot and for election officials to receive a ballot
and also removed the instruction that election officials reject ballots
based on their declaration-date review—there has been no reason to dis-
enfranchise voters based on what date they write.

B. Election officials do not use the handwritten date for
any purpose.

Under current rules, mail ballots may be counted only if they are
received by 8 p.m. on Election Day. 25 P.S. § 3146.8(g)(1)(i1). It does not
matter when before that time the ballot was completed. Therefore, con-
sistent with the legislative genealogy described above, no election official
today uses the handwritten date for any purpose—other than to exclude
the votes of eligible voters.

Throughout the years of litigation over excluding mail ballots for
declaration-date errors, no election official has identified anything to the
contrary. Nevertheless, the RNC, the Pennsylvania Office of Attorney
General, and certain state legislators press this Court to imagine pur-
poses for a date requirement. Not only do their hypotheticals (which ig-

nore the actual reason for the date) have no foundation in the
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administration of Pennsylvania elections, they affirmatively contradict
the Election Code.

1.  Contrary to the claims of both the RNC and the Attorney Gen-
eral, rejecting ballots for declaration-date errors does not contribute to
the “orderly administration” of elections. RNC Br. at 53-54; OAG Br. at
29-30.2

The appellants support that notion by suggesting the date might be
a “useful backstop” to ascertain “when a ballot was cast” should other
systems (such as SURE) fail. RNC Br. at 53 (emphasis added); see also
OAG Br. 29. But no backstop is needed for determining when a ballot was
cast, which 1s all that declaration date could show. The date a ballot was
cast has not mattered under the law since 1968. The SURE system cata-
logs a ballot’s receipt date.

Indeed, relying on a declaration date to determine if a ballot was
received on time would invariably result in counting large numbers of
unlawful, late-arriving ballots. A ballot that was completed by Election

Day will not necessarily be received by Election Day—and ballots must

2 As described below, rejecting ballots for declaration-date errors
affirmatively harms the orderly administration of elections.
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be received by Election Day to be counted. 25 P.S. § 3146.8(g)(11). If a
county truly had no idea when a mail ballot was received, it could not
count that ballot under the Election Code. Id. 3

The Attorney General also presents a hypothetical emergency in
which, by judicial order, the deadline to complete a ballot and to return
are again separated. OAG Br. at 29-30. In essence, the Attorney General
asks the Court to consider a return to pre-1968 rules. But even if such a
situation could plausibly occur in the future, there would still be no jus-
tification for invalidating ballots for date errors in every election admin-
istered under the current law. No matter the outcome of this appeal, the

return envelope will contain a space for the date; the Election Code will

3 It 1s precisely because it 1s so important to ensure that only timely
received ballots are counted that counties take several precautions to en-
sure that they track which ballots arrived before the deadline. It would
take far more than a breakdown of the SURE System for counties to be
left with no way to determine which ballots were received on time.

Further, to be eligible for Pennsylvania’s election integrity grant
program, counties must begin canvassing mail ballots at 7 a.m. on Elec-
tion Day and continue without interruption until completed. 25 P.S.
§ 3260.2-A(G)(1). Almost all Pennsylvania counties participate in this
grant program. Therefore, in each election most mail ballots have been
separated from their declaration by Election Day’s 8 p.m. receipt dead-
line, making the declaration date even less useful as evidence of whether
a ballot was received on time.

10
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instruct voters to fill it in; and the vast majority will do so. The date,
therefore, could perform just the function the Attorney General imagines
without having to disenfranchise thousands of eligible voters in every
election conducted under the Election Code’s actual rules.

2.  The claim that throwing out ballots based on dating errors
serves some interest in solemnity is as flawed. See RNC Br. at 54-55;
OAG Br. at 28-29. The General Assembly plainly did not see it that way:
The act of signing the declaration affirming eligibility to vote, by itself,
subjects an individual to criminal penalties if the attestation is know-
ingly false. See 25 P.S. §§ 3146.4, 3150.14, 3553. A voter who signs a false
declaration cannot escape punishment by omitting the date. If the Gen-
eral Assembly deemed falsely signing a declaration to be, by itself, suffi-
ciently solemn to subject a voter to criminal penalties, then truly signing
the declaration must be, by itself, sufficiently solemn to exercise the right
to vote. The RNC’s collection of cited cases speaks to the importance of
signing documents, but not dating them. See RNC Br. at 54-55 (citing
cases). The General Assembly drew the same distinction.

3. The RNC and Attorney General cite the same criminal com-

plaint from Lancaster County as supposed evidence that the date serves

11
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an anti-fraud function, RNC Br. at 55-57; OAG Br. at 26-27; but Lancas-
ter election officials have repeatedly made clear that the date had no rel-
evance to detecting that the ballot at issue was invalid.4 And the RNC
greatly exaggerates the facts of the case: there is no basis, for instance,
that the handwritten date was “a key piece of evidence” that the ballot
had been fraudulently cast. Contra RNC Br. at 56.

And even if the appellants were correct about the facts of the case,
affirming the judgment here would not deprive the date of whatever anti-
fraud function it might serve. Again, directing counties not to reject bal-
lots for date errors does not remove the date field from the declaration.

That 1s because the instruction that voters date the declaration and the

4 The district court summarized the facts of this case as follows:

Record evidence from the Board’s own Rule 30(b)(6) designee
indicates that the fraudulent ballot was first detected by way
of the SURE system and Department of Health records, not
by review of the date on the return envelope. The County
Board acknowledges that it recognized that the ballot was in-
valid as soon as it was scanned into the SURE system because
the voter had been removed from the rolls due to her death.
Importantly, the Lancaster County Board admits that an
outer envelope that is missing a hand-written date is no rea-
son to suspect voter fraud.

App.24 (cleaned up).

12
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instructions to election officials about which mail ballots to canvass are
governed by different sections of the Election Code. Compare 25 P.S.
§§ 3146.6(a), 3150.16(a) (instructions to voters) with id. § 3146.8(g) (can-
vassing instructions for election officials). Because the field will be there,
most voters will use it regardless of what happens in this case. Affirming
the Commonwealth Court would simply tell counties they could not reject
ballots based on missing or incorrect declaration dates. See Bonner v.
Chapman, 298 A.3d 153, 168 (Pa. Cmwlth. 2023) (explaining difference
between instructions to voters and election officials).

4.  Several state legislators offer a few more mistaken explana-
tions for what the declaration date does. The date does not establish a
point on time against which to measure eligibility. Contra Amicus Br. at
6. Election Day—not the day the voter dated the return envelope—is the
date against which a voter’s qualifications are measured. See 25 P.S.
§ 2811; 25 Pa.C.S. § 1301.

Nor does the date help prevent counting back-dated ballots. Contra
Amicus Br. at 7. Again, only the receipt date matters, and the declaration

date is not used for determining when a ballot was received, nor could it

13
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be used for that purpose. If the declaration date does not affect whether
a ballot counts, there 1s no motivation to alter it.

II. Rejecting mail ballots for declaration-date errors affirma-
tively harms Pennsylvania elections and voters.

In elections since the 2022 general election, Pennsylvania’s election
officials have been required to reject thousands of timely received ballots
from qualified voters because the voter made a mistake, either by forget-
ting to write the date or by writing the wrong date. That obligation dam-
ages the administration of Pennsylvania’s elections.

First, the burden imposed by rejecting ballots for declaration date
errors does not fall equally across all groups of voters. Rather, in every
election in which the relevant data has been analyzed, the rejection rate
based on dating errors among older voters has been meaningfully higher
than that among younger voters.

For instance, in the 2024 general election, the rejection rate for da-
ting errors among mail voters aged 70 and over was 1.6 times the rejec-
tion rate among voters aged 50 and under. And the rejection rate for vot-
ers 80 and over was more than double that among voters aged 50 and

under.

14
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The chart below shows the rejection rate in the 2024 general elec-

tion of mail ballots due to dating issues by age of the voter:

REJECTION RATE

REJECTION RATE BASED ON DATING ERRORS

AGE OF VOTER5

This effect is compounded by the fact that more older voters vote by

mail than younger voters do. The number of voters 50 years and older

who voted by mail was nearly double that of voters under 50 years old

(678,073 voters aged 50 and under voted by malil in last year’s general

election, while 1,300,377 voters aged 50 and over did). As a result, in the

5 The black line reflects the actual rejection rates among voters of each
age. The blue line is the same data, smoothed. The shaded gray area rep-
resents the confidence interval. The relevant data was taken from the

SURE System as of December 9, 2024.

15
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2024 general election, the total number of mail ballots of voters 50 years
and older that were rejected for declaration date issues (3,384 ballots re-
jected) was more than 2.5 times that of voters aged 50 and under (1,344
ballots rejected).

On the other hand, rejecting ballots for dating errors does not ap-
pear to strongly disfavor one political party over another. For the 2024
general election, data shows that 2,303 ballots from registered Democrats
were rejected for date errors (roughly .21% of all mail ballots returned by
registered Democrats), 1,852 ballots from registered Republicans were
rejected (roughly .29% of all mail ballots returned from registered Repub-
licans), and 574 ballots from voters not registered with either major party
were rejected (roughly .24% of all mail ballots returned by those voters).

Second, requiring counties to reject ballots with missing or incorrect
handwritten dates hinders county election officials’ performance of their
duties. Requiring election officials to review ballot envelopes to deter-
mine whether the date is “correct” is a time-consuming and laborious pro-
cess. That needless review delays the already time-intensive process of

canvassing mail ballots.

16
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Further, that review produces varying results and disparate treat-
ment of voters. What one county reasonably regards as “correct” is not
necessarily the same as what another county does. Given the inevitability
of reasonable disagreements about what makes a date “correct,” the re-
quirement to invalidate ballots with incorrect dates has invariably led to
“a patchwork of unwritten and arbitrary rules that will have some defec-
tive ballots counted and others discarded, depending on the county in
which a voter resides,” In Re 2,349 Ballots in 2020 Gen. Election, 241
A.3d 694 (Pa. Cmwlth. 2020) (Brobson, dJ.), rev’d sub nom. In re Canvass
of Absentee & Mail-in Ballots of Nov. 3, 2020 Gen. Election, 241 A.3d 1058
(Pa. 2020). This “patchwork system does not guarantee voters an ‘equal’
election[.]” Id.

ITI. The circumstances here are unusual.

Pennsylvania’s Election Code is replete with technical instructions
that describe how voters can exercise the constitutional right to vote.
Some of those instructions fulfill no genuine purpose, and non-compli-
ance 1s not a basis for rejecting a qualified voter’s ballot. For example,
the Pennsylvania Supreme Court has ruled that a ballot could be counted

despite the voter failing to mark his ballot with an “x,” as the Election

17
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Code dictated. Appeal of Norwood, 116 A.2d 552, 553 (Pa. 1955). That
court reached a similar ruling with respect to a ballot that contained
stray marks, contrary to the Election Code’s explicit directions. Appeal of
Gallagher, 41 A.2d 630, 631-32 (Pa. 1945). Likewise, non-compliance
with the Election Code’s instruction to mark a ballot in blue or black ink
does not lead to a qualified voter being denied the right to vote. In re
Luzerne Cnty. Return Bd., 290 A.2d 108, 109 (Pa. 1972).

Other instructions in the Election Code serve genuine state inter-
ests. Non-compliance with these instructions is, permissibly, a basis for
denying someone the right to vote. For example, Pennsylvanians’ consti-
tutional right to a secret ballot is advanced by the secrecy envelope in
which voters must enclose their ballot; requiring use of that envelope
serves a legitimate interest. Pa. Democratic Party v. Boockvar, 238 A.3d
345, 375, 378-80 (Pa. 2020). Similarly, having voters sign the declaration
returned with their ballot serves a state interest because it requires a
voter to attest under penalty of perjury that they are qualified to vote. 25
P.S. §§ 3146.4, 3150.14, 3553.

The circumstances here, however, are uncommon. The declaration

date serves no purpose. And yet, a qualified voter’s failure to properly

18
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write a date now deprives that person of their constitutional right to vote.
Affirming the district court’s judgment will leave intact Pennsylvania’s
ability to protect the integrity of its elections with rules that serve actual
interests while also safeguarding voters from losing a constitutional right
for failing to perform an act that has no utility.

CONCLUSION

For the reasons set forth above, this Court should affirm the judg-

ment.
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(a) Any qualified elector who is or who may be in the
military service of the Umited States regardless of
whether at the time of voting he ss present in the election
district of his residence or s within or without this
Commonwealth and regardless of whether he i3 regis-
tered or enrolled; or

(b) Any qualified elector who is a spouse or dependent
residing with or acoompanying a person in the miutar%
service of the United States if at the time of voting suc
spouse or dependent 18 absent from the State or county

. of his residence: Provided, however, That the said elector
has been registered or enrolled according to law or s
entstled, under provisions 6f the Permanent Registration
Law as now or hereinafier enacted by the General As-
sembly, to absentee registration prior to or concurrently
with the time of voting; or

(¢) Any qualified elector who is or who may be in the
service of the Merohant Marine of the United States if
at the time of voting he is absent from the State or
county of his residence: Provided, however, That the
sasd elector has been registered or enrolled according to
law or is entitled, under provisions of the Permanent
Registration Law as now or hereinafter enacted by the
General Assembdly, to absentes registration prior to or
conourrently with the time of voling; or

(d) Any qualified elector who is a spouse or dependent
residing with or accompanying a person who s in the
service of the Merchant Marine of the United States if
at the time of voting such spouse or dependent is absent
from the State or county of his residence: Provided,
however, That the said elector has been registered or en-
rolled acoording to law or is entitled, under provisions
of the Permanent Registration Law as now or herein-
after enacted by the General Assembly, to absentee regis-
tration prior to or concurrently with the time of voting;
or

(¢) Any qualified elector who 48 or who may be in a
religious or welfare group officially attached to and
serving with the armed forces if at the time of voting
he is absent from the State or county of his residence:
Provided, however, That the said elector has been regis-
tered or enrolled according to law or is entitled, under
provisions of the Permanent Registration Law as mow
or heresnafter enacted by the General Assembdly, to ab-
sentee registration prior to or comcurrently with the
time of voting; or

(f) Any qualified elector who is a spouse or dependent
residing with or accompanying a person in a religious
or welfare group officially ai.‘tachedp to and serving with
the armed forces if at the time of voting such spouse or
dependent is absent from the State or counly of his
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residence; Provided, however, That the said elector has
been registered or enrolled according to law or is en-
iitled, under provisions of the Permanent Registration
Law as now or hereinafter enacted by the General As-
sembly, to absentes registralion prior to or conourrently
with the time of voting; or

(9) Any qualified elector who ia or who may be a civilian
employee of the United States outside the territorial
limits of the several Btates of the United States and the
Distriot o{ Columbia, whether or not such elector is sub-
jeet to civil-service laws and the Classification Aot of
1949 and whether or not paid from funds afproprmed
by the Congress, if at the time of voling he is absent
from the State or county of his residence: Provided,
however, That said elector has besn registered or enrolled
aocording to law or is entitled, under provisions of the
Permanent Regisiration Low as now or hersinafier en-
acted by the General Assembly, to absentes registration
prior to or concurrently with the time of voting; or

(k) Any qualified elector who i3 a spouse or dependent
residing with or accompanying a person who i a oivilian
employes of the Umted Siates outssds the territorial
Umits of the several Btates of the United States and the
Distriot of Columbia, whether or not such person ¢ sud-
joot to otwil-service laws and the Classification Aet of
1949 and whether or not paid from funds appropriated
by the Congress, if at the tims of voting such spouse or
dependent is absent {rom the State or ocounty of Ris
residence: Provided, howsver, That the said elector has
been registered or enrolled according to law or is en-
titled, under provisions of the Permanent Registration
Low as now or hereinafter enacted by the General As-
sembly, to absentes regisiration prior to or conourrently
with the time of voling; or

() Any qualified war veteran elector who is bedridden
or hospitalised due to illness or {hyu'cal disability if
he is unavoidably absent from the Commonwealth or
county of his resdence and regardless of whether he is
registered and enrolled; or

(§) Any qualified registered and enrolled elsclor who
expects to be or is unavoidadbly absent from the Com-
monwealth or counly of his residence during the enlire
period the polls are open for voting on the day of any
primary or election; or

(k) An gualiﬂed registered and enrolled elector who
ts unable to attend his polling place because of illness
or physical disability;

(1) Any qualified registered and enrolled elector who s
a spouse or dependent accompanying a person employed
in the service of this Commonwealth or in the service
of the Federal Government within the territorial limits
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of the several States of the United States and the District
of Columbia in the event the duties, profession or ocoupa-
tion of such person reguire him to de absent from the
Commonwealth or county of his residence;

Provided, however, That the words ‘‘ qualified absentee
elector’’ shall in nowise be construed to include persons
confined in a penal institution or a mental institution
nor shall it #n anywise be construed o include a person
not otherwise qualified as a qualified elector in aocord-
;z,:we with the definition set forth in section 103 (t) of

is act,

Bection 1302, Applications for Official [Military]
Absentes Ballots.—(a) Any qualified elector [in actual
military service] defined in preceding section 1301, subd-
sections (a) to (h), inclusive, may apply at any time
before any primary or election for any official [military]
absentee ballot on [Form USWBC Form No. 1] post
card afplioaﬁon or any other form supplied by the
Federal Government, or by post card, letter or other
writing, addressed to the Becretary of the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania or the county board of election of the
county in which his voting residence is located.

(b) The aRElieation shall contain the following infor-
mation: [Residence] Home residence at the time of
entrance into actual military service or Federal cmplo?-
ment, length of time & citizen, length of residence in
Penm{lvanin, date of birth, length of time a resident
of voting district, voting district ¢/ known, party choice
in case of primary, name and, for a military elector, his
rank or grade, military address, branch of service and
serial number. Any elector other than a muitary elector
shall in addition speoify the nature of his employment,
the address to which ballot i to be sent, relationship
where necessary, and such other information as may be
determined and prescribed by the Seorstary of the Com-
monwealth, When such application is received by the
Secretary of the Commonwealth it shall be forwarded to
the proper county board of election.

(¢) The application of any gualified mslitary elector, as
defined in preceding section 1501 subsection (a), for
[a military] an offictal absentee ballot in any primary or
election may be made or information supplied over the
signature o tmg7 person who is familiar with the voting
qualifications of the [military] elector, as required in
the preceding subsection.

(d) [The various county boards of election, upon re-
ceipt of any application, shall ascertain from the infor-
mation on such application, district register or from an
other source that such applicant possessed all the qualifi-
cations of a qualified elector other than being registered
or enrolled.]
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The application of any qualified elector, as dsfined in
preceding seclion 1301, subseoctrions (b) to (h), inclusive,
for an official absentee ballot in any primary or election
shall be signed by the applicant,

(¢e) m qualified bedridden or hospitaliced veteran
unavotdadbly absent from the State or ooun:iy of his ress-
dence, regardless of whether he 18 registersd or enrolled,
may apply at any time before any primary or election
for an official absentee ballot by post card, letter or
other writing, addressed to the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania or the county board of elec-
tions of the county in which his voling residence s
located,

The application shall contain the following informa-
tion: Residence at the time of becoming bedridden or
hospitalized, length of time a oitieen, length of residence
in Pennsylvania, date of birth, length of time a resident
in voting district, voting disiriot if known, party choice
tn case of primary, name and address of present resi-
dence or hospital at which hospitalived. When such
application is recesved by the Secretary of the Common-
wealth, ¢¢ shall be forwarded to the proper county board
of elections,

The application for an offictal absentee ballot for any
primary or election may be made or information supplied
over the signature of any person who is famsliar with
the voting qualifications of the bedridden or hospitalived
veteran as required in the preceding subsection (p}). Any
qualified registered elector, tnolu i'nlg a spouse or de-
pendent referred to in subsection (1) o{ section 1501,
who expeots to be or ts unavoidably absent from the
Commonwealth or county of his residence on the day of
any primary or election and any qualified registered
elector who is unable to attend his polling place on the
day of aféy primary or election because of illness or
physical disadility and any qualified registered bed-

on or hospitaliced veleram in the county of resi-
dencs, may apply to the county board of elections of the
county in which his voting residence s located for an
Official Absentee Ballot. Such application or request
may be mads upon an application form supplied by the
county board of ebections. Such apgh’oation form shall
be determined and preseribed by the Secretary of the
Commonweqlth of Pennsylvania.

(1) The application of any gualiﬂed registered eleo-
tor, including spouse or dependent referred to in sub-
section (1), who expects to be or i3 unavosdably absent
from the Commonwealth or county of his residence on
the day of any fﬂ'mary or election, shall be signed by
the applicant and shall include the surname and christian
name or names of the applicant, his occupation, date
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of birth, length of time a resident in voling district,
voling district if known, place of residence, post office
address to which ballot is to be mailed, the reason for
his absence, and such other information as shall make
clear to the county board of elections the applicant’s
right to an official absentee ballot.

(23) The application of any qualified registered elec-
tor who is unable to attend his polling place on the day
of any primary or election because of sllness or physical
disability and the application of any qualified registered
bedridden or hospitalized veteran in the county of resi-
dence shall be signed by the applicant and shall include
surname and christian name or names of the applicamt,
kis occupation, date of birth, restdence at the time of
becoming bedridden or hospitalized, length of time a
resident in voting district, voting district sf kmown, place
of residence, post office address to which ballot is to be
mailed, and such other information as shall make clear
to the county board of elections the applicant’s right
to an official ballot. In addition, the application of such
electors shall include a declaration stating the nature
of their disabslity or tliness and the name of their at-
tending physician, if any, together with a supporiing
declaration signed by such attending physician, or, if
none, by a registered elector unrelated by blood or mar-
riage of the election district of the residence of the
applicant: Provided, however, That in the event any
elector entitled to an absentes ballot under this sub-
section be unable to sign his application because of 4ll-
ness or physical disabslity, he shall be exoused from
signing upon making o statement which shall be wit-
nessed by one adult person in substantially the follow-
ing form: I hereby state that I am unable to sign my
application for an absentee ballot withoul assistance be-
cause I am unable to wrile by reason of my illness or
physical disability. I have made or have received assisi-
ance sn making my mark in lieu of my signature.

.......... N . {2 Y
(Date)

"' (Complete Address of ~ (Signature of Witness)
Witness)

Section 21, The act is amended by adding, after gec- Act amended by
tion 1302, three new sections to reag : tos s 1508,
1303.3. and

sections 1803.1,
Scction 1302.1. Date of Application for Absentee 180
Ballot.—

Applications for absentee ballots wunless otherwise
specified shall be received in the office of the county
board of elections not earlier than fifty (50) days before
the primary or election and not later than five o’cluck
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P. M. of the first Tuesday prior to the day of any primary
or election: Provided, however, That in the event any
elector otherwise qualified who 12 so physically disabled
or sl on or before the first Tuesday prior to any primary
or electson that he is unable to file his application or who
becomes physically disabled or ill after the {)mt Tuesday
prior to any primary or election and is unable to appear
at his polling place or any elector otherwise qualified
who because o)P the conduct of his business, duties or
occupation will mecessarily be absent from the State or
counly of his residence on the day of the primary or
election, which fact was not and could not reasonadly
be known to said elector on or before the first Tuesday
prior to any primary or election, shall be entitled to an
absentee ballot at any time prior to five o’clock P. M.
on the day preceding any primary or election upon ex-
eculion of an Emergency Application in such form pre.
scribed by the Secretary of the Commonwealth,

In the case of an elector who is physically disadbled or
ill on or before the first Tuesday prior to a primary or
election or becomes physically disabled or ill after the
first Tuesday prior to a primary or election, such Emer-
gency Application shall contain a supporting affidavit
from his altending physician stating that due to physical
disability or illness said elector was unable to appgl for
an absentee. ballot on or before the first Tuesday prior
to the primary or election or became physically disabled
o7 il after that period.

In the case of an elector who 18 necessarily absent be-
cause of the conduct of his business, duties or ocoupa-
tion under the unforeseen circumstances specified in this
subsection, such Emergency Application shall contain a
supporting affidavit from such elector stating that be-
cause of the conduct of his business, duties or oconpation
said elector will necessarily be absent from the State or
county of his residence on the day of the primary or
election which fact was not and could not reasonably be
known to said elector on or before the first Tuesday prior
to the primary or election,

Section 1303.2. Approval of Application for Ab-
sentee Ballot.—

(a) The county board of elections, upon receipt of any
application filed by a qualified elector not required to
be registered under preceding section 1301, shall as-
certain from the information on such appUcation, dis-
trict register or from any other source that such applicant
possesses all the qualifications of a qualified elector other
than being registered or enrolled. If the board is satisfied
that the applicant is qualified to recesve an offictal ab-
sentee ballot, the application shall be marked approved.
When so approved, the county board of elections shall
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oause the applicant’s name and residence (and at a
gl’mary, the party enrollment) to be inserted in the
tlitary, Veterans and Emergency Civilians Absentee
Voters File as provided in section 1303.3, subsection
(b): Providing, however, That no azrlioah’on of any
walified slector in military service shall be rejected for
7a¢lure to inolude on his application any information if
such information may be ascertained within a reasonable
time by the county board of elections.

(b) The county board of elections, upon receipt of a:J/
application filed by a gualified elector who 1s entitled,
under the provisions of the Permanent Regisiration Law
as now or hereinafier enacted by the General Assembly,
to absentes regisiration prior to or comourrently with
the time of voting as provided under preceding section
1801, shall ascertain from the information on such ap-
plication or from any other source that such applicant
possesses all the gualifications of a qualified elector. If
the board is satisfied that the applicant s entitled, under
the provisions of the Permanent Registration Law as
now or hereinafter enacted by the General Assembly, to
absentee registration prior to or conourrently with the
time of voting and that the applicant is qualified to
recetve an official absentee ballot, the application shall
be marked ‘‘approved.’”’ When so approved, the county
board of elections shall cause the applicant’s name and
residence (and af a primary, the party enrollment) to
be inserted in the Military, Veterans and Emergency
Civilian Absentee Voters File as provided in section
1808.8 subsecifon (b).

(o) The county board of elections, upon receipt of any
application of o qualified elector required to be regis-
tered under the provisions of preceding section 1301,
shall determine the qualifications of such applicant by
comparing the information set forth on such application
with the information contained on the applicant’s per-
manent registration card. If the board is satisfled that
the applicant is qualified to receive an official absentee
ballot, the application shall be marked ‘‘approved.’’
When so approved, the regisiration commission shall
ocause the applicant’s permanent registration card to be
removed from the district register and the county board
of elections shall cause same to be inserted in the Regis-
tered Absentee Voters File as provided in section 1802.3
subsection (a):

Provided, however, That the duties of the county
boards of elections and the registration commissions
with respect to the removal of the original registration
oard of any elector from the district register as set forth
tn section 1305 shall include only such applications as
are received on or before the first Tuesday prior to the
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primary or election. In all cases where applications
are recesved after the first Tuesday prior to the primary
or election and before flve o’clock P. M. on the day prior
to the primary or election, the county board of elections
shall determine the qualifications of such applicant by
comparing the information set forth on such application
with the information contained on the applicant’s dupli-
cate registration ocard on file in the General Register
(also referred to as the Master File) in the office of the
Registration Commission and shall cause the name and
residence (and at primaries, the party enrollment) to
be inserted tn the Military, Veterans and Emergency
Civilian Absentee Voters File as provided in section
1302.3, subsection (b). In addition, the county boards
of elections shall, upon canvassing the official absentes
ballots under section 1308, examine the voting check list
of the election district of said elector’s residence and
satisfy itself that such elector did not cast any ballot
other than the one properly sssued to him under his
absentee ballot applicatton. In all cases where the ez-
amination of the county board of elections discloses that
an elector did vote a ballot other than the one properly
tssued to him under the absentee ballot application, the
county board of elections shall thereupon cancel said
absentee ballot and sasd elector shall be subject to the
penalties as hereinafter set forth.

(d) In the event that any application for an official
absentee ballot is not approved by the county board of
elections, the elector shall be notified immediately to that
effect with a statement by the county board of the reasons
for the disapproval.

Seciton 1302.3, Absentee Electors Files and Lists.—
(a) The county board of elections shall maintain at sts
office a file containing the original registration cards of
every registered elector to whom en absentee ballot has
heen sent. Such original regisiration cards shall be filed
by election disiricts and within each election distriot ¢n
exact alphabetical order and indexed, The regisiration
cards so fled shall constitute the Registered Absentee
Voters File for the Primary or Election of (date of
primary or election) and shall be kept on file for a period
commencing the Thursday prior to the day of the pri-
mary or election until the third Monday {ollowing the
primary or election or the day the county board of elec-
tions certifies the returns of the primary or election,
whichever date is later. Such file shall be open to public
inspection at all témes subject to reasonable safeguards,
rules and regulations.

(b) The county board of elections shall post in a con-
spicuous public place at its office a master list arranged
in alphabetical order by election districts setting forth
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the name and residence, and al primaries, the party
enrollment, of (1) every military elector to whom an
absentee ballot ts being sent, each such name to be pre-
fixzed with an ‘“M’’; (3) every bedridden or hospitalized
veteran outside the counly of his residence who s not
registered and to whom an absentee ballot 15 being sent,
each such name to be prefized with a ““‘V’’; and (3)
every registered elector who has filed his application for
an absentee ballot *too late for the extraction of his orig-
tnal registration card and to whom a ballot i3 being sent
and every gqualified elector who has filed his application
for an absentee ballot and is entitled, under provisions
of the Permanent Registration Law as now or herein-
after enacted by the General Assembly, to absentee regis-
tration prior to or concurrently with the time of voting,
each such name to be prefized with a ‘‘C.”” This list
shall be known as the Military, Veterans and Emergency
Civilians Absentee Voters File for the Primary or Elec-
tion of (date of primary or election) and shall be posted
for a period commencing the day of the primary or elec-
tion untsl the third Monday following the primary or
election or the day on which the county board of elec-
tions certifies the returns of the primary or election,
whichever date 1s later. Such file shall be open to public
inspection at all times subject to reasonable safeguards,
rules and regulations. This posted list shall not contain
any milstary address or reference to any military organs-

zatson.

Section 22. Sections 1308, 1304, 1305 and 1306 of Bsctions 1s08,
the act, added March 6, 1951 (P. L. 8), are amended }§33 a0
to read §8450 preageh 8.

Bection 1303. Official [Military] Absentee Voters smerided.
Ballots.—(a) [Ballots] In districts tn which ballots are )
used, the ballots for use by such [military] absentsee
electors under the provisions of this act shall be [pre-

pared sufficiently in advance by the county boards of
election and) the official ballots printed in accordance

with sections 1002 and 1003: Provided, however, That

the county board of elections when detaching the official

ballots for absentee electors shall be required to indicate

on the stub of each ballot so0 detached the name of the
applicant to which that precise ballot is being sent. The
county board of elections shall also be required to re-

move the numbered stud from each such ballot and shall
thereupon print, stamp or endorse in red color upon such

official ballots the words, Official Absentee Ballot. Such

ballots shall be distributed by such boards as hereinafter
provided. [Such ballots shall be marked ‘‘Offcial Mili-

tary Ballot’’ but shall not be numbered and shall other-

wise be in substantially the form for ballots required by

* “to" in original.
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article ten of this act, which form shall be determined
and prescribed by the Secretary of the Commonwealth.]

(b) In districts in which voting machines are used and
in those districte tn which paper ballots ars used and
the county board of elections therein do not print officval
absentes ballots in accordance with sections 1002 and
1003, the ballots for use by such absentes electors under
the provisions of this act shall be prepared suffictently
in advance by the county board of elections and shall be
distributed by such boards as hereinafter provided. Such
ballots shall be marked Officval Absentes Ballot but shall
not be numbered and shall otherwise be in substantiall
the form for ballots required by article ten of this act,
which form shall be determined and prescribed by the
Secretary of the Commonwealth,

In cases where there is not time, in the opinion of the
county boards of election, to print on said ballots the
names of the various candidates for district, county, and
local offices, the ballots shall contain blank spaces only
under the titles of such ofices in which electors may in-
sert the names of the candidates for whom they deaire
to vote, and in such cases the county boards of election
shall furnish to electors lists containing the names of
all the candidates named in nomination petitions or who
have been regularly nominated under the provisions of

this act, for the use of such electors in preparing their
ballota.

Bection 1304. Envelopes for Official [Military] Abd-
sentes Ballots.—

The county boards of election shall provide two addi-
tional envelopes for each official [military] absentes
ballot of such size and shape as shall be prescribed b
the Becretary of the Commonwealth, in ordsr to permit
the placing of one within the other and both within the
mailing envelope. On the smaller of the two envelopes
to be enclosed in the mailing envel?o shall be printed,
stamped or endorsed the words ‘‘Official [Military] Ab-
sentee Ballot,”” and nothing elss. On the larger of the
two envelopes, to be enclosed within the mailing en.
velope, shall be printed the [aMidavit] form of the
dsclaratson of the elector, [together with the i‘uut of
the person in whoss presence, the ballot is marked and
before whom the afidavit is made,] and the name and
address of the county board of election of the proper
county. Said [afidavit, jurat] form of declaration and
envelope shall be [in the form] as prescribed by the
Secretary of the Commonwealth and shall contain among
other things a statement of the elector’s qualifications,
together with a statement that such elsctor has not al-
ready voted in such primary or election. The mailing
envelope addressed to the elector shall contain the two
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envelopes, the official [military) absentee ballot, lists of
candidates when authorized by section 1303 subsection
(b) of this act, the uniform instructions in form and
subatance as prescribed by the Secretary of the Common-
wealth and nothing else: Provided, however, That en-
velopes for electors qualified under preceding section
1301, *subsections (a) to (h), inclusive, shall have printed
across the face of each tramsmittal or return envelope
two parallel horizontal red bars, each one-quarter inch
wide, extending from one side of the envelope to the
other side, with an intervening space of one-quarter
tnch, the top bar to be one and one-quarter inches from
the top of the envelope and with the words ‘‘Official
Election Balloting Material via Atr Mail’’ between the
bars; that there be printed, in the upper right corner
of each such envelope in a boz, the words ‘‘ Free of U. §.
Postage, Including Air Mail;’’ that all printing on the
face of each such envelope be in **red, and that there be
printed in red, in the upper left corner of each such
envelope, the name and address of the county board of
elections of the proper county or blank lines for return
address of the sender:

Provided further, That the aforesaid envelope ad-
dressed to the elector may contain absentee registration
forms and instructions where required, together with
return envclope upon which is printed the name and
address of the registration commission of the proper
county, which envelope shall have printed across the
face two parallel horizontal red bars, each one-quarter
tnch wide, extending from one side of the envelope to
the other side, with an intervening space of one-quarter
inch, the top bar to be one and one-quarter inches from
the top of the envelope and with the words *‘ Official
Elsction Balloting Material via Air Mail’’ between the
bars; that there be printed in the upper right corner of
eaoh such envelope in a box the words ‘‘Free of U. 8.
Postage, Including Aér Mail,”’ and, in the upper left
corner of each such envelope, blank lines for return
address of the sender; that all printing on the face of
each such envelope be in red.

Section 1305. [Duties of County Boards] Delivering
or Mailing Ballots.—

(a) The county boards of election upon receipt of an
application filed by any elector qualified tn accordance
with the provisions of section 1301, subsections (a) to
(k), inclusive, shall [at least twenty-five days prior to
the election] as soon as possible after the respective dis-
trict ballots are printed and in no event later than the
second Tuesday prior to the day of the primary or elec-

¢ “gubgection” in original,
*¢ “rgad” in original.
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tion commence to deliver or mail official [military] ab-
sentee ballots to all suech electors whose [names and
addresses] applications have been [ascertained] ap-
proved; as additional [names and addresses] applica-
tions of such electors are [ascertained] received, the
board shall deliver or mail official [military] absentee
ballots to such additional electors within forty-eight

hours after [ascertaining] approval of their [names and
addresses] application.

(b) [Each county board of election shall post in a
conspicuous publie place at its office a master list, ar-
ranged alphabetically by election districts, setting forth
the name, residence and local voting distriet or ward
of every elector to whom an official military ballot has
been sent. This posted list shall not contain the elector’s
military address or military organization. This list shall
be known as the ‘‘Military File’’ and shall be posted at
least five days before the election day involved, and
shall also set forth the total number of such ballots pre-
pared for use in such election. Copies of such military
files shall be furnished upon request to the county chair-
man of each political party and political body, and shall
also be furnished to registration commissions.]

The county board of elections upon receipt and ap-
proval of an application filed by any elector qualified in
accordance with the provisions of section 1301, subsec-
tions (3) to (1), inclusive, shall commence to deliver or
masl official absentee ballols on the second Tuesday prior
to the primary or election, As additional applications
are recetved and approved, the board hall deliver or mail
offictal absentee ballois to such additional :lectors within
forty-eight hours.

Section 1306, Voting by Absentes Rlectors [in
Actual Military Service].—(a) At any time after re-
ceiving an official [military] absentee ballot, but on or
before the day of the primary or election, the elector
[, for the purpose of voting, may appear before any
person of this or any other state or territory of the
United States authorized to administer oaths by Federal,
State or military laws. The elector shall first display
the ballot to such person as evidence that the same is un-
marked, and then] shall, in secref, proceed to mark the
ballot [with] only in black lead pencil, [erayon,] in-
delible pencil or blue, black or blue-black ink, in fountain
pen or ball point pen, [in the presence of such person,
but in such manner that the person administering the
oath is unable to see how the same is marked,] and then
fold the ballot, enclose and securely seal the same in the
envelope on which is printed, stamped or endorsed ‘‘ Of-
ficial [Military] Absentee Ballot.”” This envelope shall
then be placed in the second one, on which is printed
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the [affidavit] form of declaration of the elector, [the
jurat of the person before whom the elector ap{)ears,]
and the address of the elector’s county board of election.
The elector shall then fill out, [subscribe] date and
[swear to] sign the [affidavit] declaration printed on
such envelope [, and the jurat shall be subseribed and
dated by the person before whom the afidavit was taken].
Such envelope shall then be securely sealed and the
elector shall send same by mail postage prepaid, except
where franked, or deliver it in persom or by repre-
sentative to said county board of election:

Provided, however, That any elector, spouse of the
eleotor or dependent of the elector, qualified in accord-
ance with the provisions of section 1301, subsections (e),
(f), (g) and (h) to vote by absentee ballot as heresn
provided, shall be required to tnclude on the form of
declaration o supporting declaration in form prescribed
by the Secretary of the Commonwealth, to be stgned by
the head of the department or chief of diviston or bureau
in which the elector is employed, setting forth the iden-

-tity of the elector, spouse of the elector or dependent
of the elector: _

Provided further, That any elector who has filed his
application in accordance with section 1303, subseclion
*(f) (3), and is unable to sign his declaration because of
tllness or physical disabslity, shall be excused from sign-
ing upon making a declaration which shall be witnessed
by one adult person in substantially the following form:
I hereby declare that I am unable to sign my declaration
for volting my absentee ballot without assistance because
I am unable to write by reason of my illness or physical
disability. I have made or received assistance in making
my mark in lieu of my signature,

------------------------------

------------------------------

(Complete Address of Witness)

(b) In the event that any such elector, excepting an
elector in military service or any elector unadble to go
to his polling place because of tllness or physical dis-
ability, entitled to vote an official absentee ballot shall
be in the county of his residence on the day for holding
the primary or election for which the ballot was issued,
or in the event any such elector shall have recovered
from his illness or physical disability sufficiently to per-
mit him to present himself at the proper polling place
for the purpose of casting his ballot, such absentee bal-

* #(g)" in original.
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lot oast by suck elsotor shall, upon challenge properly
sustained, bs declared void.

However, any such elector referred to in this subsec- j
tion, who is within the coundy of his residencs, shall be '
permitted to vote upon preseniing himself at his regular
zolh’ny place in the same manner as he could have voted

ad he not received an abssntes ballot: Provided, That
such elector has first presented himaelf before the court
of common pleas of his oouuty between the hours of
seven o’cloock A. M. and flue o’cloock P. M. on the day
of any grimary or slection and has procured an ‘‘ Emer.
genoy Voting Form'' signed by the court, which form
entitles the elsctor to vote at regular polling place
upon the signing of a voter’s certificate: Provided, how-
ever, That the court may require the surrender of said
elector’s absentes dallot whers he has not already voted,
which shall thereupon be marked *‘cancslled’’ by said
court and tranemitisd to the county board of elestions.
In the event such elector has already voted, them the
court shall dirsct the county board of slections to set
suoh ballot asids unopened,

:3},,::"::,‘, by Section 28, The act is amended by adding, after sec.
section 18063,  tion 1306, one new ssction to read:

Section 1306.1. Assistance in Voling by Certain Ab-
sentee Klectors.~—

Any dlector gualified fo vots an official absentes ballot
in accordance with the provisions of section 1301, sub-
ssction (&), may receive asssstance in voling (1) if there ;
s recorded on his registration oard his declaralion that
he has o physioal disabslity whick rendsrs him unadle to
see or mark the official absentss ballot, the ewact nature
of such disability being recorded on suoh registration
card; (3) if such elector reguiring assistance submitls
with his application for an official absenies bgllot, a
statement setting forth the precise mature of the dis-
ability which renders him unadle to ses or mark the
official absentee ballot and that to the best of his knowl-
edge and belief he will still suffer from the said physical
disability at the time of voting his official absentse bal-
lot. He shall acknowledge the same before an officer
gualified to take acknowledgement of deeds. Such state-
ment shall be in substantially the following form.

Statement of Absentee Elector Requiring Assistance
PN , heredby stale
(Name of voler requiring assistance)
that I require assistance in marking the official absentee
ballot for the primary or election held .............. ,

1
;
|
i
i
|
i
!
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19.. ., that will be sssued to me for the following reason:

ooooooooooooooooooooooo LR AR

(Date of signature or mark)

Commonwsalth of Pennsylvania: o8
County of :t

Onthis ......... doyof ......... ,19..., before me,
e e e oo ooy the undersigned officer personally
appeared .................., , kenown to me (or satis-

factorily provem) to be the person whose signature or
mark ¢{po¢m on the within instrument and acknowl-
edged the same for the purposes therein contained.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and
official seal

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

(Title of Officer)

Upon receipt of the official absentee ballot, such elector
requiring asssstance may select an adult person to assist
him i voting such asmstancs to be rendered in secret.
The adult person rendering the assistance in voting
should be required to fill out, date and sign the declara-
tion ¢n such form approved by the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth, or substantially sn the form as set forth be-
low, as hs has caused the elector’s ballot to be marked
in acoordance with such elector’s desires and instruc-
tion. Such declaration form shall be returned to the
oounty board of elections in the mailing envelope ad-
dressed to the county board of elections within which
the small ‘‘official absentee ballot’’ {s returned.

Declaration of Psrson Rendering Assistance
I’ I N N NN N AR R ) ey a” adult pB"-
(Name of Person rendering assistance)
son hereby deolars that I have witnessed the aforesaid
elector’s signature or mark and that I have caused the
aforesatd elector’s ballot to be marked in accordance
with the desires and instructions of the aforesaid elector.

----------------------------------------

----------------------------------------

(Address)

Section 24, Sections 1307, 1308 and 1309 of the act, Sagtions 1807,
added March 6, 1951 (P. L. 8), are amended to read: aet, 6‘&’1"‘ March

Section 1307. [Military] Certasn Electors Voting in nmended. '
Districts of Residence.—
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(a) Whenever any qualified elector in actual military
gervice is present in his voting district of residence on
any primary, special, municipal or general election day
and has not already voted in such election, he may ap-
ply [to his district election board] in person at the office
of the county board of election of the county of his resi-
dence and he shall then and there execute his applica-
tion for an official absentee ballot [and vote it in such
election].

(b) Each such application shall be in the form and
shall contain the information required by this act to-
gether with a statement by the applicant that he has
not already voted in the election. [All such applications
shall be transmitted to the county board of election im-
mediately upon the closing of the polls.]

The county board of elections shall ascerfain from the
information on such application or from any other source
that such applicant possesses all the qualsfications of a
qualified elector other than being registered or enrolled.
If the board ss satisfied that the applicant is qualified to
receive an official absentee ballot, the application shall
be marked ‘ Approved.”’ When so approved, the county
board of elections shall cause the applicant’s name and
residence (and at primaries, the party enrollment) to be

. tnserted in the ‘‘Military, Velerans and Emergency
Civilian Absentee Voters File’’ as provided in section
1302.8 subsection (D).

(¢) Upon receiving an official absentee ballot and en-
velopes therefor, he shall, in secret, in the [polling place]
office of the county board of elections vote the ballot and
[prepare it for execution of the affidavit and jurat] ‘exe.
cute the declaration as prescribed by this act. [The affi-
davit ghall be executed before the judge or either inspec-
tor of election, and the jurat subscribed by the person
before whom the affidavit is taken.] The [military] elec-
tor shall then securely seal the second envelope and hand
it to the [judge] chief clerk of the county board of elec-
tion who shall securely keep same in accordance with
the provisions of section 1308, [The judge of election
shall {Jlace all such envelopes in & container marked
“‘Offlcial Military Ballots’’ which shall be sealed imme-
diately upon the closing of the polls and transmitted to
the county board of election,

(d) Each distriet election board shall prepare a sepa-
rate list of the names of all such voters, which shall be
attached to the lists of voters required by the act to
which this is an amendment.

(e) Each county board of election shall prepare and
deliver to each district election board on such election
days an adequate supply of official ballots, envelopes
and other supplies as required by this act.
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() Each county board of election, before the day fixed
by this act for the canvassing of official ballots, shall
post, attached to the ‘‘Military File,”’ an alphabetically
arranged list setting forth the name, residence, the local
voting district and ward of every military elector voting
under the provisions of this section. The list shall not
contain the elector’s military address or military or-
ganization. Copies of such lists may be furnished as in
the case of copies of the military flle.]

Bection 1308, Canvassing of Official [Military] Abd-
sentee Ballots.—

(a) The county boards of election, upon receipt of
official [military] absentee ballots in such envelopes,
shall safely keep the same in sealed or looked com-
tainers until they meet to canvass official [military]
absentes ballots, which canvass shall begin immediatel

following the official civilian canvass for [all] the pri-
mary or Eelectiom‘] November election or the second
Priday fo lowing he primary or November election,
whichever date 18 later.u}A!ter the November election,
the canvass of official military ballots shall begin at ten
o'clock A, M, Eastern Standard Time, on the second
PFriday following the election.] Said canvass to com-
mence al ten o’clock A. M., Eastern Standard Time,
No such ballots shall be counted which are received in
their offices later than ten o’clock A. M., Eastern Stand-
ard Time, of the second Friday following the primary
election or the November election. At such time the
members of the return boards or the county boards of
election shall in person dispose of official [military] ab-
sentes ballots in the manner hereinafter set forth, The
county boards of election may designate a sufficient
number of clerks to perform such duties. When it is
determined that clerks ghall be appointed, the total num-
ber shall in every case be in multiples of three, and each
member of a county board of elections shall appoint an
equal number thereof.

(b) Each candidate for nomination or election shall be
entitled to af:point one watcher and each political party
or body which has nominated candidates shall be en-
titled to appoint three watchers. Watchers shall be per-
mitted to be present when the envelopes containing offi-
cial [military] absentee ballots are opened and when
such bellots are counted and recorded.

(¢) In disposing of an official [military] absentee ballot
the county return board or the county board of election
shall examine the [affidavit and jurat] declaration and
if the [jurat] same bears a date later than the date of
[the] such primary or election, the envelope shall be set
aside unopened.
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(d) Whenever it shall appsar by due proof that an
absentes elector who has returned his ballot in accord-
ance with the provisions of this act has died prior to the
opening of the polls on the day of the primary or elec-
tion, the ballot of such deceased elsctor shall be rejected
by the canvassers but the counting of the ballot of an
elector thus deceased shall not of stself invalidats any
nomination or election,

(e) The board shall then further examine the [afidavit
and jurat of] declaration on each envelope not so met
aside and shall compare the information thereon with
that contained in the ‘‘ Registered Absentes Voters Pile’’
and the ‘‘Military, Veterans and Emergency Civilians
Absentee Voters File’’ [military file]. If the board is
satisfled that the [afidavit and jurat are{ declaration s
sufficient and that the elector has qualified, and the
board has utilized the information contained in the
[military] ‘‘Registered Absentes Voters File’’ and the
‘‘ Military, Veterans and Emergency Civilians Absentes
Voters Pile’’ [file] to verify his right to vote, the board
shall announce the name of the elestor and shall give
any [f:rlon] watcher present an opportunity to chal-
lenge in like manner and for the same cause, except the
failure of qualified eleciors set forth in preceding section
1301, *subsections (a) to (i), inolusivs, to register or en-
roll, as the elector could have been challenged had he
Erelented himself in his own district to vote other than
Iy official [military] absentes ballot: Provided further,

hat any watoher may ohallenge any absentes elector
upon the ground or grounds (1) that the absentes elector
i8 not a gualified absentes elector as defined in this act;
or ﬁ‘) that the absenies slector was within the couniy
of his residencs on the day of the primary or election
during the period the polls were o&an ezospt where he
was n military service or ewoept the cass where Ais
ballot was obtained for the reason that he was unadle
to appear parsonalzl at the polung rlaoc becauss of
vilness or physical disability; or (3) that the absentes
eleotor was able to appear personslly at the polling place
on the day of the primary or election during the period
the polls were open in the oase his ballot was obtained
for the reason that he was unable o appear personally
af the polling place because of ilinsss or physioal dis-
ability. Upon challenge of any absentes elector, the
board shall mark ‘‘challenged’’ on the envelope together
with the reason or reasons therefor, and the same shall
be set aside unopened pending decision. [1f no challenges
are sustained) Thereupon, the board shall open the en-
velope of every unchallenged absentee elector in such
manner as not to destroy the [affidavit and jurat

¢ “aubsection” in original.
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printed] declaration ezecuted thereon, All of such en-
velopes on which are printed, stamped or endorsed the
words ‘‘Offielal [Military] Absentee Ballot'’ shall be
placed in one or more depositories at one time and said
depository or depositories well shaken and the envelopes
mixed before any envelope is taken therefrom. The
board shall then break the seals of such envelopes, re-
move the ballots and record the votes in the same manner
as district election officers are required to record votes.
With respect to the challenged ballots, the board shall
fix a time and place for a formal hearing of all such
challenges and notice shall be given whers possible to
all absentes electors thus challenged and to every at-
torney, watcher or candidate who mads such challenge.
The time for the hearing shall not be later than ten (10)
days after the date of challengs. On the day fized for
savd hearing, the board shall proceed without delay to
hear said challenges and, in hearing the testimony, the
board shall not be bound by technical rules of evidence.
The testimony pressnted shall be stenographically re-
corded and made part of the record of the hearing, The
decision of the board wn upholding or dismissing any
ohallengs may be reviewed by the court of common pleas
of the county upon a petiton filed by any person ag-
grieved by the dectision of the county board. Such appeal
shall be taken, within two (2) days after such dectsion
shall have been made, whether reduced to writing or
not, lo the court of common pleas setting forth the ob-
jeotions to the board’s deoision and praying for an order
reversing same. Pending the final determination of all
appeals, the board shall suspend any action in canvassing
and computing all challenged ballots irrespective of
whether or not appeal was laken from the doard’s de-
cision. Upon completion of the computation of the re-
turns of the county, the votes cast upon the official
[military] absentee ballots shall be added to the other
votes cast within the county.
Section 1309, Public Records.—

All official [militar{] absentee ballots, [militargi] files,
applications for such ballots and envelopes on which the
exzeouted [jurats and affidavits] declarations appear, and
all information and lists are hereby designated and de-
clared to be public records and shall be safely kept for
a period of two years, except that no information con-
cerning a mslitary elector shall be made public which is
expressly forbidden by the War Department because of
military security.

" Section 25, Section 1858 of the act, amended Janu- Segtion 1898 ef
ary 8, 1960 (P. L. 2185), is amended to read: %umm- sd 1960,

Section 1853, Violations of Provisions Relating to further amended.
Absentee Electors Ballots.—If any person shall sign an
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application for abgentee ballot or declaration of elector
on the [form] forms preseribed [by section 1302-B]
knowing any matter declared therein to be false, or shall
vote any ballot other than one properly isgued to him,
or vote or attempt to vote more than once in any elec-
tion for which an absentee ballot shall have been issued
to him, or shall violate any other provisions of Article
XIII [-B] of this act, he shall be guilty of a misde-
meanor, and, upon conviation, shall be sentenced to pay
a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars (#1000), or
be imprisoned for a term not exceeding one year, or
both, at the discretion of the court.

If any chief clerk or member of a board of elections,
member of & return board or member of a board of
registration commissioners, shall neglect or refuse to
perform any of the duties prescribed by Article XIIT
[-B] of this act, or shall reveal or divulge any of the
details of any ballot cast in accordance with the pro-
visions of Article XIII [-B] of this act, or shall count
an absentee ballot knowing the same to be contrary to
Article XIII [-B], or shall reject an absentee ballot
without reason to believe that the same is contrary to
Article XIII [-B], or shall permit an elector to cast his
ballot at a polling place knowing that there has been
issued to the elector an absentee ballot, he shall be guilty
of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, shall be pun-
ished by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars
($1000), or be imprisoned for a term of one year, or
both, at the discretion of the court.

Articles X1ITLA Section 26. Articles XIII-A and XIII-B of the act
act repealed, and its amendments are repealed.

All other acts or parts of acts are hereby repealed in
go far as they are inconsistent with the provisions of
this act,

Citles of first Section 27. Cities of the first class and counties are

clast. hereby authorized and empowered to appropriate the
moneys necessary to carry out the provisions of this
amendment,

Hffective date. Section 28. This act shall take effect January 1, 1964.
ApprovED—The 18th day of August, A. D. 1963.
WILLIAM W. SCRANTON

No. 380

AN ACT
Amending the act of April 20, 1987 (P. L. 487), entitled, as

amended, “An act to provide for the permanent personal regis-
tration of electors in cities of the second class, cities of the sec-
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monwealth, subject to the limitations provided in any current capital
budget, money not exceeding in the aggregate the sum of [twenty-
four million one hundred seventy thousand dollars ($24,170,000)]
twenty-four million two hundred eighty-three thousand six hundred

ninety dollars ($24,288,600) as may be found necessary to carry out

the acquisition and construction of transportation assistance projects
heretofore specifically itemized in a capital budget.
Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The 11th day of December, A, D. 1968,
RAYMOND P, SHAFER.

No. 875
AN ACT

HB 1908

ending the of June 8, 1937 (P. L. 1883?, entitled “An act concerning
ections, inclu Janer municipal, al and primary elections, the
nomination of candidates, primary and ?ection expenses and election con-
tests; crnttr:lx and d member, & of county boards of elections;
hnws dutles upon the Secretary of the Commonwealth, courts, county
boards of elections, county commhdoner:; impoging penaitfes for violation
Shereto; nd Toseniag anbatne sk o onsclidating the laws relating
; o acts an acts rela election
rovillnz' provllgna raating to a‘g:entee l:'oting and providing penalties, .

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1, Subclauses (9) and (10) of clause (w) of section 102,
act of June 8, 1987 (P. L, 1888), known as the “Pennsylvania Election
Code,” added or amended August 18, 1968 (P. L. 707), are amended,
and section 102 is amended by adding after clause (a), * and clause
(r) "respectively * new clauses, to read:

Section 102, Definitions.—The following words, when used in this
act, shall have the following meanings, unless otherwise clearly ap-
pasenfi fr:)m the context:

(a.1) “Canvass” includqq gathering the ballots after the election
and counting, computing and tallying the votes,

R o
vely” no or
2 “gnd clause (z-2)" in Orllanll Ex. at 86
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* & %

(r.1) “Public institution” means institutions primarily maintained
by the Federal, State or local governments and includes but is not
limited to veterans’ hospitals and homes, State hospitals, poorhouses

and county homes.
5 2 %
(w) The words “qualified absentee elector” shall mean:
* L] »

(9) Any qualified war veteran elector who is bedridden or hos-
pitalized due to illnes or physical disability if he is [unavoidably]
absent from the Commonwealth or county of his residenceé and unable

to attend his polling place because of such illness or physical dis-
ability regardless of whether he is registered and enrolled; or

(10) Any qualified, registered and enrolled elector who expects to
be or is [unavoidably] absent from the Commonwealth or county of
his residence because his duties, occupation or business require him

to be elsewhere during the entire period the polls are open for voting
on the day of any primary or election; or
* * %

Section 2. Clause (z-2) of section 102 of the act is repealed.

Section 8. Section 102 of the act, amended August 18, 1968 (P. L.
707), is amended by adding at the end thereof, a new clause to read:

1 Section 102, Definitions—The following words, when used in this
act, shall have the following meanings, unless otherwise clearly appar-
ent from the context:

. v @

(z-8) The words “duties, occupation or business” shall include leaves
of absence for teaching or education, vacations, sabbatical leaves, and
all other absences associated with the elector’s duties, occupation or
business, and also include an elector’'s spouse who accompanies the

Section 4. Subsections (i) and (j) of section 1801 of the act,
amended August 18, 1963 (P. L. 707), are amended to read:

Section 1801, Qualified Absentee Electors.—The following persons
shall be entitled to vote by an official absentee ballot in any primary
or e}gcigon held in this Commonwealth in the manner hereinafter
provided:

1 “Section 102, Definitions.—The following words, when used in this act, shall
have the fonowinf“meaninzl. unless otherwise clearly apparent from the con-
text:” not in original, Ex. at 87
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.- & =

(1) Any qualified war veteran elector who is bedridden or hos-
pitalized due to {liness or physical disability if he is [unavoidably]
absent from the Commonwealth or county of his residence and unable

to attend his polling place because of such ilineas or physical disability

regardless of whether he is registered and enrolled; or

(j) Any qualified registered and enrolled elector who expects to be
or is [unavoidably] absent from the Commonwealth or county of his
residence because his duties, occupation or business require him to be

elsewhere during the entire period the polls are open for voting on
the day of any primary or election; or

. 3 @

Section 5. Subsections (a), (b), (c) and (e) of section 1802 of
the act, amended August 18, 1963 (P, L. 707), are amended to read:

Section 18028. Applications for Official Absentee Ballots.—(a) Any
qualified elector defined in preceding section 1801, subsections (a)

to (h), inclusive, may apply at any time before any primary or elec-
tion for any official absentee ballot in person, on [post card applica-

tion or] any [other] form supplied by the Federal Government, or
(by post card, letter or other writing,] on any official county board

of election form addressed to the Secretary of the Commonwealth of

Pennsylvania or the county board of election of the county in which
his voting residence {s located. An applicatipn shall be {ssued only

to an elector whe appears {n person at the office of the county board
of election and signs for the application, or who, by mail, requests
an application with a written and signed communication. No more
than one apbl!catlon for an absentee ballot shall be issued to any
elector, A copy of the request for the application shall be kept on
record at the office of the county board of election.

(b) The application shall contain the following information: Home
residence at the time of entrance into actual military service or Fed-
eral employment, length of time a citizen, length of residence in
Pennsylvania, date of birth, length of time a resident of voting dis-
trict, voting district if known, party choice in case of primary, name
and, for a military elector, his [rank or grade,] stateside military

address, [branch of service] FPO or APO number and serial number.

Any elector other than a military elector shall in addition specify the
nature of his employment, the address to which ballot is to be sent,
relationship where necessary, and such other information as may be
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determined and prescribed by the Secretary of the Commonwealth.
When such application is received by the Secretary of the Common-
wealth it shall be forwarded to the proper county board of election.

(¢) The application of any qualified military elector, as defined in
preceding section 1801 subsection (a), for an official absentee ballot
in any primary or election may ﬂ be made [or information supplied]

over the signature of any person [who is familiar with the voting
qualifications of the elector]), other than the qualified elector or an

adult member of his immediate family, as required in the preceding

subsection.
» » *

(e) Any qualified bedridden or hospitalized veteran [unavoidably]
absent from the State or county of his residence and unable to attend

his polling place because of such illness or physical disability, regard-

less of whether he is registered or enrolled, may apply at any time
before any primary or election for an official absentee ballot [by post
card, letter or other writing,] on any official county board of election

form addressed to the Secretary of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-

vania or the county board of elections of the county in which his
voting residence is located, The request for an application shall be

in writing, signed and transmitted by mail.

The application shall contain the following information: Residence
at the time of becoming bedridden or hospitalized, length of time a
citizen, length of residence in Pennsylvania, date of birth, length of
time a resident in voting district, voting district if known, party
choice in case of primary, name and address of present residence or
hospital at which hospitalized. When such application is received by
the Secretary of the Commonwealth, it shall be forwarded to the
proper county board of elections.

The application for an official absentee ballot for any primary or
election [may] .s_llg_]_l be made [or] on information supplied over the

signature [of any person who is familiar with the voting qualifica-
tions] of the bedridden or hospitalized veteran as required in the pre-
ceding subsection [(f)]. Any qualified registered elector, including a
spouse or dependent referred to in subsection :(1) of section 1801,
who expects to be or is [unavoidably] absent from the Commonwealth
or county of his residence because his duties, occupation or business

require him to be elsewhere on the day of any primary or election

and any qualified registered elector who is unable to attend his polling
place on the day of any primary or election because of illness or

14(1)” in original.
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physical disability and any qualified registered bedridden or hospital-
ized veteran in the county of residence, may apply to the county
board of elections of the county in which his voting residence is
located for an Official Absentee Ballot. Such application [or request
maay] shall be made upon an official application form supplied by the

county board of elections, Such official application form shall be

determined and prescribed by the Secretary of the Commonwealth
of Pennaylvania, An application shall be {ssued only to an elector

who appears in person at the office of the county board of election
and signs for the application, or who, by mail, requeats an applica-
tion with a written and llgnod communication. A copy of the request
for the application shall be kept on record at the office of the county
w of elections,

' (1} The application of any qualified registered elector, including
spouse or dependent referred to in subsection '(1) of section 1801,

who expects to be or is [unavoidably] absent from the Commeon.
wealth or county of his residence because his duties, oocupation or

business ﬂulu him to be slsewhere on the day of any primary
or slection, shall be signed by the applicant and shall include the
surname and christian name or names of the applicant, his occupa.
tion, date of birth, length of time a resident in voting district, voting
district if known, place of residence, post officu address to which
ballot is to be mailed, the reason for * his absence, and such other
information as shall make clear to the county boaid of slections the
applicant’s right to an official abssntes ballot.

(8) The application of any qualified registered elector who is un.
able to attend his polling place on the day of any primary or election
because of iliness or physical disability and the application of any
qualified registered bedridden or hospitaliced veteran in the county
of residence shall be signed by the applicant and shall include sur.
name and christian name or names of the applicant, his occupation,
date of birth, residence at the time of becoming bedridden or hos-
pitalized, length of time a resident in voting district, voting district
if known, place of residence, post office address to which ballot is
to be mailed, and such other information as shall make clear to the
county board of elections the applicant’s right to an official ballot,
In addition, the application of such electors shall include a declara-
tion stating the nature of their disability or iliness, and the name
of their attending physician, if any, together with a supporting dec-

T e
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laration signed by such attending physician, or, if none, by a regis-
tered elector unrelated by blood or marriage of the election district
of the residence of the applicant: Provided, however, That in the
event any elector entitled to an absentee ballot under this subsection
be unable to sign his application because of illness or physical dis-
ability, he shall be excused from signing upon making a statement
which shall be witnessed by one adult person in substantially the
following form: I hereby state that I am unable to sign my applica-
tion for an absentee ballot without assistance because I am unable to
write by reason of my illness or physical disability. I have made or
have received assistance in making my mark in lleu of my signature.

(Complete Address of Witness) (Signature of Witness)

No more than one application for an absentee ballot shall be issued
to any elector. A copy of the request for the application shall be
kept on record at the office of the county board of election.

Section 6. Section 1802 of the act is amended by”adding after
subsection (e), three new subsections to read:

Section 1802. Applications for Official Absentee * Ballots,—* * *
(f) The county chairman of each political party or the head of

each political body shall designate one representative from his re-
spective political party or body for each public institution. The
representatives so appointed shall, at the same time on a date fixed
by the county board of election visit every public institution situate
in the county for the purpose of obtaining the names and addresses
of public institution residents who desire to receive applications for
absentee ballots and to act as an election board as provided in sub-
section (g) of this section, The list of names and addresses thus
obtained shall then be submitted by said representatives to the board
which shall furnish applications individually to those appearing in
the written request, If the chairman or head of a political party or
body fails to appoint a representative within fifteen days from written

! “Ballot” in original
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notice from the county board of slection, the county board of election
Wmt & representative from the political party or body.

(g) The county board of election shall appoint teams of three mem-
bera for each public institution that shall go to the public institutions
and hold the election on the first Friday prior to election day. Kach

metaber of the board shall appoint one member on every team. After
the votes are cast, the teams shall collect the bo.uotu and return them
to the county board of election where th:z shall be Blmd unmod

in a secure, safe and sealed ocontainer in the custodz of the board
untll they shall be distributed to the respective sbsentes voters’

m dutmt a8 provided in section 1808 of this act where they

shall bl ocounted with the other absentes blllotl‘ if any.
(h) The county board of election shall nmbu in chronological

but W(m the ballots are dim-ibuhd the number on the ballot shall
bn torn off by the county !mrd of -lnuon 'l‘hlu unm!m lntmmthu

vided In section 18083 of this act.

Civilian Absentes Votm File |

Section 7. Bections 18021, 18022 and 18023 of the act, added
August 18, 1968 (P. L. 707), are amended to read:
Section 1802.1. Date of lication for Absentes Ballot.—
Applications for absentse ballots unless otherwise specified shall be
received in the office of the county board of elections not earlier than
fifty (80) days before the primary or eslection and not later than
five o'clock P, M. of the first Tuesday prior to the day of any primary
or election: Provided, however, That in the event any elector other-
wise qualified who is so physically disabled or ill on or before the
first T\mdly prior to any primary or election that he is unable to
ﬂlo hll lication or who becomes physically disabled or {ll after
esday prior to any primary or election and is unable to
appnr ut his polling place or any elector otherwise qualified who
because of the conduct of his business, duties or occupation will
necessarily be absent from the 8tate or county of his residence on
the day of the primary or election, which fact was not and could not
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reagonably be known to said elector on or before the first Tuesday
prior to any primary or election, shall be entitled to an absentee
ballot at any time prior to five o’clock P. M. on the [day] firat Friday

preceding any primary or election upon execution of an Emergency
Appllllc‘ation in such form prescribed by the Secretary of the Common-
wealth.

In the case of an elector who is physically disabled or ill on or
before the first Tuesday prior to a primary or election or becomes
physically disabled or {ll after the first Tuesday prior to a primary
or election, such Emergency Application shall contain a supporting
afidavit from his attending physician stating that due to physical
disability or illness said elector was unable to apply for an absentee
ballot on or before the first Tuesday prior to the primary or election
or became physically disabled or ill after that period.

In the case of an elector who is necessarily absent because of the
conduct of his business, duties or occupation under the unforeseen
circumsatances specified in this subsection, such Emergency Applica-
tion shall contain a supporting afidavit from such elector stating that
because of the conduct of his business, duties or occupation said
elector will necessarily be absent from the State or county of his resi-
dence on the day of the primary or election which fact was not and
could not reasonably be known to said elector on or before the first
Tuesday prior to the primary or election.

Section 1802.2. Approval of Application for Absentes Ballot.—

(a) The county board of elections, upon receipt of any application
filed by a qualified elector not required to be registered under pre-
ceding section 1301, shall ascertain from the information on such
application, district register or from any other source that such appli-
cant possesses all the qualifications of a qualified elector other than
being registered or enrolled. If the board is satisfied that the appli-
cant is qualified to receive an official absentee ballot, the application
shall be marked approved such approval decision shall be final and

binding except that challenges may be made only on the ground
that the applicant did not possess qualifications of an absentee elector.
Such challenges must be made to the county board of elections prior
to 5:00 o’clock P. M, on the first Friday prior to the election, When

so approved, the county board of elections shall cause the applicant's
name and residence (and at a primary, the party enrollment) to be
inserted in the Military, Veterans and Emergency Civilians Absentee
Voters File as provided in section 1302.3, subsection (b): Providing,
however, That no application of any qualified elector in military
service shall be rejected for failure to include on his application any
information if such information may be ascertained within a reason-
able time by the county board of elections.
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(b) The county board of elections, upon receipt ¢f any application
filed by a qualified elector who is entitled, under the provisions of
the Permanent Registration Law as now or hereinafter enacted by
the General Assembly, to absentee registration prior to or concur-
rently with the time of voting as provided under preceding section
1801, shall ascertain from the information on such application or
from any other source that such applicant possesses all the qualifica-
tions of a qualified elector. If the board is satisfled that the applicant
is entitled, under the provisions of the Permanent Registration Law
as now or hereinafter enacted by the General Assembly, to absentee
registration prior to or concurrently with the time of voting and
that the applicant is qualified to receive an official absentee ballot, the
application shall be marked “approved.” Buch approval decision shall

be final and binding except that challenges may be made only on
the ground that the applicant did not possess the qualifications of
an absentee elector prior to or concurrently with the time of voting.
Buch chullengol must be made to the county board of elections prior
to 5:00 o'clock P, M. on the first Friday prior to the election. When

80 approved, the county board of elections shall cause the applicant’s
name and residence (and ! at & primary, the party enrollment) to be
inserted in the Military, Veterans and Emergency Civilian Absentee
Voters File as provided in section 1802.3 subsection (b).

(¢) The county board of elections, upon receipt of any application -
of a qualified elector required to be registered under the provisions
of preceding section 1801, shall determine the qualifications of such
applicant by comparing the information set forth on such application
with the information contained on the applicant’s permanent regis-
tration card, If the board {s satisfled that the applicant is qualified
to receive an official absentee ballot, the application shall be marked
“approved.” 8uch approval decision shall be final and binding, except

that challenges may be made only on the ground that the applicant
did not possess the qualifications of an absentee elector. Buch chal-
lenges must be made to the county board of elections prior to 5:00
o'clock P, M. on the first Friday prior to the election, When #0

approved, the registration commission shall cause [the applicant’s
permanent registration card to be removed from the district regiater
and the county board of elections shall cause same to be inserted in
the Registered Absentee Voters File as provided In section 13023
subsection (a):] an absentee voter’s temporary registration card to

be inserted In the district register on top of and along with the

1 “at” not in original,
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permanent registration card. The absentee voter’s temporary regis-

tration card shall be in the color and form prescribed in subsection
(e) of this section:

Provided, however, That the duties of the county boards of elec-
tions and the registration commissions with respcet to the [removal]
insertion of the [original] absentee voter’s temporary registration

card of any elector from the district register as set forth in section
[1805] 1302.2 shall include only such applications and emergency

applications as are received on or before the first Tuesday prior to

the primary or election. In all cases where applications are received
after the first Tuesday prior to the primary or election and before
flve o'clock P. M. on the [day] firat Friday prior to the primary or

election, the county board of elections shall determine the qualifica-
tions of such applicant by comparing the information set forth on
such application with the information contained on the applicant’s
duplicate registration card on file in the General Register (also re-
ferred to as the Master File) in the office of the Registration Com-
mission and shall cause the name and residence (and at primaries,
the party enrollment) to be inserted in the Military, Veterans and
Emergency Civilian Absentee Voters File as provided in section
1802.8, subsection (b). In addition, the [county] local district boards

of elections shall, upon canvassing the official absentee ballots under
section 1808, examine the voting check list of the election district
of sald elector's residence and satisfy itself that such elector did not
cast any ballot other than the one properly issued to him under his
absentee ballot application. In all cases where the examination of
the [county] local district board of elections discloses that an elector

did vote a ballot other than the one properly issued to him under
the absentee ballot application, the [county] local district board of

elections shall thereupon cancel said absentee ballot and said elector
shall be subject to the penalties as hereinafter set forth.

(d) In the event that any application for an official absentee ballot
is not approved by the county board of elections, the elector shall be
notified immediately to that effect with a statement by the county
board of the reasons for the disapproval.

() The absentee voter's temporary registration card shall be in

duplicate and the same size as the permanent registration card, in a

different and contrasting color to the permanent registration card
and shall contain the abaentee voter’s name and address and shall
conspicuously contain the words “Absentee Voter.” Such card shall
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also contain the affidavit required by subsection (b) of section 1306.

Section 1802.83. Absentee Electors Files and Lists.—(a) The
county board of elections shall maintain at its office a file containing
the [original] duplicate absentee voter's temporary registration cards

of every registered elector to whom an absentee ballot has been sent,
Such [original] duplicate absentee voter’s temporary registration

cards shall be filed by election districts and within each election dis-
trict in exact alphabetical order and indexed. The registration cards
so filed shall constitute the Registered Absentee Voters File for the
Primary or Election of (date of primary or election) and shall be
kept on file for a period commencing the [Thursday] Tuesday prior

to the day of the primary or election until the [third Monday] .‘19;!

following the primary or election or the day the county board of
elections certifies the returns of the primary or election, whichever
date is later. Such file shall be open to public inspection at all times
subject to reasonable safeguards, rules and regulations.

(b) The county board of elections shall post in a conspicuous public
place at its office a master list arranged in alphabetical order by
election districts setting forth the name and residence, and at pri-
maries, the party enrollment, of (1) every military elector to whom
an absentee ballot is being sent, each such name to be prefixed with
an “M”; (2) every bedridden or hospitalized veteran outside the
county of his residence who is not registered and to whom an ab-
sentee ballot is being sent, each such name to be prefixed with a
“V”; and (8) every registered elector who has flled his application
for an absentee ballot too late for the extraction of his original regis-
tration card and to whom a ballot is being sent and every qualified
elector who has filed his application for an absentee ballot and is
entitled, under provisions of the Permanent Registration Law as now
or hereinafter enacted by the General Assembly, to absentee regis-
tration prior to or concurrently with the time of voting, each such
name to be prefixed with a “C.” This list shall be known as the
Military, Veterans and Emergency Civilians Absentee Voters File for
the Primary or Election of (date of primary or election) and shall
be posted for a period commencing the Tuesday prior to the day of

the primary or election until the [third Monday] _diy_' following the

primary or election or the day on which the county board of elections
certifies the returns of the primary or election, whichever date is
later. Such file shall be open to public inspection at all times subject
to reasonable safeguards, rules and regulations. This posted list shall
not contain any military address or references to any military or-
ganization. Upon written request, the county board shall furnish a

copy of such list to any candidate or party county chairman.
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{c) Not less than five days preceding the election, the chief clerk

shall prepare a list for each election district showing the names and

post office addresses of all voting residents thereof to whom official
absentee ballots shall have been issued. Each such list shall be pre-
pared in duplicate, shall be headed “Persons in (give identity of
election district) to whom absentee ballots have been issued for the

election of (date of election),” and shall be signed by him not less

than four days preceding the election. He shall post the original of

each such list in a conspicuous place in the office of the county elec-
tion board and see that it is kept so posted until the close of the
polls on election day. He shall cause the duplicate of each such list
to be delivered to the judge of election in the election diastrict in the
same manner and at the same time as are provided in this act for
the delivery of other election supplies, and it shall be the duty of
such judge of election to post such duplicate list in a conapicuous
place within the polling place of hia district and see that it is kept a0
posted throughout the time that the polis are open. Upon written

request, he shall furnish a copy of such list to any candidate or party

county chairman.

Section 8. Sections 1304 and 1306, subsection (b) of section 1807
and section 1808 of the act, amended August 18, 1968 (P. L. 707),
are amended to read:

Section 1304. Envelopes for Official Absentee Ballots.—

The county boards of election shall provide two additional envelopes
for each official absentee ballot of such size and shape as shall be
prescribed by the Secretary of the Commonwealth, in order to permit
the placing of one within the other and both within the mailing
envelope. On the smaller of the two envelopes to be enclosed in the
mailing envelope shall be printed, stamped or endorsed the words
“Official Absentee Ballot,” and nothing else. On the larger of the
two envelopes, to be enclosed within the mailing envelope, shall be
printed the form of the declaration of the elector, and the name and
address of the county board of election of the proper county. _’_I‘_!_l_e_e

larger envelope shall also contain information indicating the local
election district of the absentee voter. Said form of declaration and
envelope shall be a8 prescribed by the Secretary of the Commonwealth
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and shall contain among other things a atatement of the elector's
qualifications, together with a statement that such elector has not
already voted in such primary or election. The mailing envelope
addressed to the elector shall contain the {wo envelopes, the official
absentee ballot, lists of candidates when authorized by section 1308
subsection (b) of this act, the uniform instructions in form and sub-
stance as prescribed by the Secretary of the Commonwealth and
nothing else: Provided, however, That envelopes for electors qualified
under preceding section 1301, subsections (&) to (h), inclusive,
shall have printed across the face of each transmittal or return
envelope two parallel horizontal red bars, each one-quarter inch
wide, extending from one side of the envelope to the other side,
with an intervening space of one-quarter inch, the top bar to be
one and one-quarter inches from the top of the envelope and with
the worda “Official Election Balloting Material via Air Mall” be-
tween the bars; that there be printed, in the upper right corner
of each such envelope in a box, the words “Free of U. 8. Postage,
Including Afr Mail;” that all printing on the face of each such en-
velope be in red, and that there be printed in red, in the upper left
corner of each such envelope, the name and address of the county
board of elections of the proper county or blank lines for return
address of the sender:

Provided further, That the aforesaid envelope addressed to the
elector may contain absentee registration forms {and instructions]
where required, and shall contain detailed instructions on the pro-

cedures to be observed in casting an absentee ballot as prescribed

by the Secretary of the Commonwealth, together with return en-

velope upon which is printed the name and address of the registra.
tion commission of the proper county, which envelops shall have
printed across the face two parallel horizontal red bars, each one.
quarter inch wide, extending from one side of the envelope to the
other side, with an intervening space of one-quarter inch, the top
bar to be one and one-quarter inches from the top of the en-
velope and with the words “Official Election Balloting Material via
Air Mail” between the bara; that there be printed in the upper
right corner of each such envelope in a box the words “Free of
U. 8. Postage, Including Air Mail,” and, in the upper left corner
of each such envelope, blank lines for return address of the sender;
that all printing on the face of each such envelope be in red.
Section 18068. Voting by Absentee Electors.—(a) At any time
after receiving an official absentee ballot, but on or before [the
day of] flve o'clock P. M. on the Friday prior to the primary or

election, the elector shall, in secret, proceed to mark the ballot
only in black lead pencil, indelible pencil or blue, black or blue-black
ink, in fountain pen or ball point pen, and then fold the ballot,
enclose and securely seal the same in the envelope on which is
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printed, stamped or endorsed “Official Absentee Buallot.” This en-
velope shall then be placed in the second one, on which is printed
the form of declaration of the elector, and the address of the
elector's county board of election and the local election district of

the elector. The elector shall then fill out, date and sign the

declaration printed on such envelope. Such envelope shall then be
securely sealed and the elector shall send same by mail, postage
prepaid, except where franked, or deliver it in person [or by repre-
sentative] to said county board of election:

Provided, however, That any elector, spouse of the elector or de-
pendent of the elector, qualified in accordance with the provisions
of section 1301, subsections (e), (f), (g) and (h) to vote by ab-
sentee ballot as herein provided, shall be required to include on the
form of declaration a supporting declaration in form prescribed by
the Secretary of the Commonwealth, to be signed by the head of
the department or chief of division or bureau in which the elector
is employed, setting forth the identity of the elector, apouse of
the elector or dependent of the elector:

Provided further, That any elector who has filed his application
in accordance with section 1802 [, subsection (f)] subsection (e)

(2), and is unable to sign his declaration because of illness or
physical disability, shall be excused from signing upon making a
declaration which shall be witnessed by one adult person in sub-
stantially the following form: I hereby declare that I am unable
to sign my declaration for voting my absentee ballot without as-
sistance because I am unable to write by reason of my illness or
physical disability. I have made or received assistance in making
my mark in lieu of my signature.

----------------------------------

------------------------------

----------------------------------

(Complete Address of Witnean)

(b) In the event that any such elector, excepting an elector in
military service or any elector unable to go to his polling place
because of illness or physical disability, entitled to vote an official
absentee ballot shall be in the county of his residence on the day
for holding the primary or election for which the ballot was issued,
or in the event any such elector shall have recovered from his
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illness or physical disability sufficiently to permit him to present
himself at the proper polling place for the purpose of casting his
ballot, such absentee ballot cast by such elector shall, [upon chal-
lenge properly sustained,] be declared void.

[However, any] Aﬂ such elector referred to in this subsection,

who is within the county of his residence must present himself
at his polling place and, shall be permitted to vote upon presenting

himself at his regular polling place in the same manner as he
could have voted had he not received an absentee ballot: Pro-
vided, That such elector has first presented himself [before the
court of common pleas of his county between the hours of seven
o'clock A. M. and five o’clock P. M. on the day of any primary or
election and has procured an “Emergency Voting Form” signed
by the court, which form entitles the elector to vote at his regular
polling place upon the signing of a voter's certificate: Provided,
however, That the court may require the surrender of said elector’s
absentee ballot where he has not already voted, which shall there-
upon be marked “cancelled” by said court and transmitted to the
county board of elections. In the event such elector has already
voted, then the court shall direct the county board of elections to
set such ballot aside unopened.] to the judge of elections in his

local election district and shall have signed the affidavit on the
absentee voter's temporary registration card, which afliduvit shall
be in substantially the following form:

I hereby awear that I am a qualified registered elector who has
obtained an absentee ballot, however, I am present in the county
of my residence and phyaically able to present myself at my poll-
Ing place and therefore request that my absentee ballot be voided.

nnnnnnnnnnnn L I A N R A s e s e

(Date) (Signature of Elector)

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

(Locnl Judge of Elections)

An elector who has recelved an absentee ballot under the
emergency application provisions of section 1302.1, and for whom,
therefore, no temporary absentee voter's registration card id in
the district register, shall sign the aforementioned affidavit in any
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case, which the local judge of elections shall then cause to be

inserted in the district register with the elector’s permanent

registration card.
Section 1807, Certain Electors Voting in Districts of Residence.—
* % =

(b) Each such application shall be in the form and shall contain
the information required by this act together with a statement by
the applicant that he has not already voted in the election,

The county board of elections shall ascertain from the informa-
tion on such application or from any other source that such appli-
cant possesses all the qualifications of a qualified elector other
than being registered or enrolled. If the board is satisfled that
the applicunt is qualified to receive an official absentee ballot, the
application shall be marked “Approved,” subject to the limitations

set out in section 1802.2 of this act. When so approved, the

county board of elections shall cause the applicant’s name and resi-
dence (and at primaries, the party enrollment) to be inserted
in the “Military, Veterans and Emergency Civilian Absentee Voters
File” as provided in section 1302.8 subsection (b).

* * ]

Section 1808. Canvassing of Official Absentee Ballots.—

(a) The county boards of election, upon receipt of official absentee
ballots in such envelopes, shall safely keep the same in sealed or locked
containers until they [meet to canvass official absentee ballots,
which canvass shall begin immediately following the official civilian
canvass for the primary or November election or the second Friday
following the primary or November election, whichever date is later,
Said canvass to commence at ten o’clock A, M, Eastern Standard
Time. No such ballots shall be counted which are received in their
offices later than ten o'clock A. M., Eastern Standard Time, of the
second Friday following the primary election or the November
election, At such time the members of the return boards or the
county boards of election shall in person dispose of official ab-
sentee ballots in the manner hereinafter set forth. The county
boards of election may designate a sufficient number of clerks to
perform such duties. When it is determined that clerks shall be
appointed, the total number shall in every case be in multiples
of three, and each member of a county board of elections shall
appoint an equal number thereof.] distribute same to the appropriate

local election districts in a manner prescribed by the Secretary of
the Commonwealth.

The county board of elections shall then distribute the absentee
ballots, unopened, to the absentee voter’s respective election dis-
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trict concurrently with the distribution of the other election sup-
plies, Absentee ballots shall be canvassed immediately and con-
tinuously without interruption until completed after the close of
the polls on the day of the election in each election district. The
results of the !canvass of the absentee ballots shall then be in-
cluded in and returned to the county board with the returns of
that district. No absentee ballot shall be counted which is received
in the office of the county board of election later than five o’clock
P. M. on the Friday immediately preceding the primary or Novem-

ber election.

(b) [Each candidate for nomination or election shall be entitled
to appoint one watcher and each political party or body which has
nominated candidates shall be entitled to appoint three watchers.]
Watchers shall be permitted to be present when the envelopes
containing official absentee ballots are opened and when such ballots
are counted and recorded.

[(c) In disposing of an official absentee ballot the county return
board or the county board of election shall examine the declaration
and if the same bears a date later than the date of such primary
or election, the envelope shall be set aside unopened.]

(d) Whenever it shall appear by due proof that any absentee
elector who has returned his ballot in accordance with the pro-
visions of this act has died prior to the opening of the polls on the
day of the primary or election, the ballot of such deceased elector
shall be rejected by the canvassers but the counting of the ballot
of an elector thus deceased shall not of itself invalidate any nomina-
tion or election.

(e) [The] At such time the local election board shall then further

examine the declaration on each envelope not so set aside and
shall compare the information thereon with that contained in
the “Registered Absentee Voters File,” the absentee voters’ list

and the “Military Veterans and Emergency Civilians Absentee
Voters File.” If the local election board is satisfied that the

‘declaration is sufficient [and that the elector has qualified,] and
[the board has utilized] the information contained in the “Registered
Absentee Voters File,” the absentee voters’ list and the “Military

Veterans and Emergency Civilians Absentee Voters File” [to verify]
verifies his right to vote, the local election board shall announce

1 “canvas” in original,
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the name of the elector and shall give any watcher present an
opportunity to challenge [in like manner and for the same cause.
except the failure of qualified electors set forth in preceding section
1301, subsections (a) to (i), inclusive, to register or enroll, as the
elector vould have been challenged had he presented himself in his
own district to vote other than by official absentee ballot: Pro-
vided further, That any watcher may challenge] any absentee elector
upon the ground or grounds (1) that the absentee elector is not a
qualified [absentee] elector: [as defined in this act;] or (2) that
the absentee elector was within the county of his residence on the
day of the primary or election during the period the polls were
open, except where he was in military service or except in the
case where his ballot was obtained for the reason that he was un-
able to appear personally at the polling place because of illness
or physical disability; or (8) that the absentee elector was able
to appear personally at the polling place on the day of the primary
or election during the period the polls were open in the case his
ballot was obtained for the reason that he was unable to appear
personally at the polling place because of illness or physical dis-
ability, Upon challenge of any absentee elector, as set forth herein

the local election board shall mark “challenged” on the envelope

together with the reason or reasons therefor, and the same shall
be set aside for return to the county board unopened pending de-

cision by the county board and shall not be counted. All absentee
ballots not challenged for any of the reasons provided herein shall

be counted and included with the general return of paper ballots

or voting machines, as the case may be as follows., Thereupon,

the local election board shall open the envlelope of every unchal-

lenged absentee elector in such manner as not to destroy the
declaration executed thereon. All of such envelopes on which are
printed, stamped or endorsed the words “Official Absentee Ballot”
shall be placed in one or more depositories at one time and said
depository or depositories well shaken and the envelopes mixed
before any envelope is taken therefrom. If any of these envelopes

shall contain any extraneous marks or identifying symbols other
than the words ‘“Official Absentee Ballot,” the envelopes and the
ballots contained therein shall be set aside and declared void, The

local election board shall then break the seals of such envelopes,

remove the ballots and record the votes in the same manner as
district election officers are required to record votes. With re-
spect to the challenged ballots, [the board] they shall be returned
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where ﬂnx shall be ﬂu__,_d unope ned in a secure, safe and sealed
container in the custody of the county board until it shall fix a

time and place for & formal hearing of all such challenges and
notice be given where possible to all absentee electors thus
challenged and to every attornasy, watcher or candidate who made
such elullonn Tho time for the hearing shall not be later than
[ten (10)] sev s days after the date of said challenge. On the

day fixed for sald hearing, the cou ntz board shall procesd without

ddly to hear said ®challenges and, in hearing the testimony, the
gz board shall not be bound by technical rules of evidence.

The testimony pressnted shall be stenographically recorded and
made part of the record of the hearing. The decision of the
sounty board in upholding or dismissing any *challenge may be

reviewed by the court of common pleas of the county upon a
zt:‘téon filed by any person aggrieved by the decision of the county

. Such appeal shall be taken, within two (8) days after such
decision shall have besn made, whether reduced to writing or not,
to the court of common pleas setting forth the objections to the
oounty board’s decision and praying for an order reversing same,

Pending the final determination of all appeals, the county board

shall suspend any action in canvassing and computing all chal-
lenged ballots irrveapective of whether or not appeal was taken
from the county board's decision. Upon completion of the com.

putation of the returns of the county, the votes cast upon the
chaﬂone_d official absentes ballots shall be added to the other

votes cast within the county.

(f) Any person challenging an application for an absentes ballot

or an absentes ballot for any of the reasons provided in this act
shall deposit the sum of ten dollars ($10.00) in cash with the local
eloction board, in cases of challenges made to the local election
board and with the county board in cases of challenges made to
the eoﬁnty board for which he shall be issued a receipt for each
challenge made, which sum shall only be refunded if the chal-
lenge is sustained or if the challenge is withdrawn within five

1 enge” in original,
s "Mmfw in original,
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(8) days after the primary or election. If the challenge is dis-
missed by any lawful order then the deposit shall be forfeited.
All deposit money received by the local election board shall be

turned over to the county board simultaneously with the return
of the challenged ballots. The county board shall deposit all de-
posit money in the general fund of the county.

Notice of the requirements of subsection (b) of section 1306 shall

be printed on the envelope for the absentee ballot.

Section 9. The act is amended by adding after section 1880, a

new section to read:
Section 1881, Violation of Provisions Relating to Absentee Voting,

—Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this act

relating to absentee voting shall, unless otherwise provided, be
subject to the penalties provided for in section 1850 of this act.
Section 10, This act shall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The 11th day of Decemnber, A. D, 1968,
RAYMOND P. SHAFER.

No. 876
AN ACT

SB 1088

Prohibiting the interception and interference of certain police and fire radio
broadcasts; regulating the manufacture, conversion, sale, possession and
use ﬁil.' certain equipment adaptable for such purpose and prescribing
penalties.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. Police and Fire Radio Broadcasts.—(a) Police or fire
radio broadcasts as used herein shall mean broadcasts on frequencies
from one hundred fifty-four to one hundred fifty-six megacycles and
four hundred fifty-three to four hundred fifty-nine megacycles only.

(b) No unauthorized person shall interfere with or broadcast on
any police or fire radio broadcast. No person shall intercept any such
broadcast for the purpose of aiding himself or othelrés in t![wi %egpetra-
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