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Declaration of Alfonso Leyva, 093472746

1.

2.

4.

I, Alfonso Leyva, am currently detained at the California City Detention Facility.
My A-Number is 09347276. 1 am 57 years old. I was born on Nov. 17, 1967.

I have been detained since April 30, 2025. I was first detained at Golden State Annex, and
I was transferred to the California City Detention Facility [CCDF] on September 4, 2025.

I am housed in G-100 with one other person.

Arrival and Intake

10.

1.

The bus ride from Golden State Annex to California City took 8 hours. We were handcuffed
for the entire ride—our feet, hands and waists were restrained. The ride was about two
hours but the entire journey lasted about 8 hours because they had us wait in the CCDF
parking lot for about 6 hours until we could enter the facility and be processed.

After arriving at CCDF, we stayed on the bus for another 6 hours. We were told it was
because they were processing a lot of other people ahead of us. We were not provided food
or water during this time. We did not enter the facility until around midnight.

The next day, we were processed by intake staff custody. They reviewed my property and
confiscated any open containers of food or hygiene materials. They also confiscated eye
drops that [ was prescribed and approved by GSA. I believe that these items were thrown
away because they never returned to me.

Intake staff also confiscated legal materials. They confiscated my rosaries, which I use to
practice my Catholic faith. I was told the rosaries are pretty but I could only keep one
rosary. I think the rest of my rosaries are stored with other belongings but I do not have
access to them.

Intake staff confiscated my eyeglasses. I was told I could not get them because my glasses
have a metal frame. Without these eyeglasses, I cannot see clearly. I can’t see things when
they are close. I can see things from afar without my glasses. I get dizzy without my glasses
because I can’t see or read things that are close by. I started wearing my glasses about two
years ago due to my history with sewing. I was given my glasses back on September 30,
2025.

I told the guards that I needed my glasses. I was not asked about any disabilities,
medications or accommodations when I was processed.

Since my property was taken, I have asked staff repeatedly for my items verbally and in
writing. I have yet to receive my rosaries, legal materials, or eye drops. I finally received
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my eyeglasses on September 30, 2025. The rest of my items are still missing. I was told I
could buy new eye drops from the commissary.

. I went without pain medications for my back for almost a month. I finally received my
back pain medications around the end of September 2025.

Medical Treatment at the California City Detention Facility

13

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

. I was injured really badly at CCDF because staff confiscated my eyeglasses.
When I arrived at CCDF, I was assigned to the top bunk in a two-person cell.

On September 16, 2025, around 5 am in the morning, I fell off of the ladder leading up to
the top bunk and hit my head. I could not see well without my glasses, and I slipped. The
cell is dimly lit. My head was cut and bleeding, and I also hurt my arm while trying to stop
my fall.

When I fell, I heard my cellmate notify staff that I fell. I fell when it was breakfast time.
Staff then took me to a separate room. It was a waiting room to be seen by a provider. I
was left in this room until around 8 am. No one tried to assess my head during this time.
They were laughing at me, and I do not think they took my injury seriously.

Eventually, around 8 am in the morning, staff decided to transport me to the hospital. The
hospital was about one and a half hours away. My head was bleeding during the ride. A
doctor at the hospital told me that I could not be treated because I did not have health
insurance, even though my head was still bleeding. I was then transported another one and
a half hours back to the detention facility. I was handcuffed during this entire experience.

I arrived back at CCDF around 10 or 11 am. I did not see medical staff when I arrived back
at CCDF. I was brought back to the little room where I was waiting that morning. I was in
handcuffs this time. At this point, I had not been provided food or water all day. I was in
this room until 3 or 4 pm, still handcuffed.

Later that afternoon, I was transported to a different hospital that is about an hour away
from CCDF. I was in handcuffs during this ride. There, medical staff cleaned my head
injury and gave me four staples. I finally got food and water. The hospital doctor said I
should come back in a week to have the staples removed.

When I returned to CCDF, I was placed in an observation cell. The room looked like a cell
used for disciplinary segregation. The cell was very dirty. I pointed out how dirty the cell
was to the nurse who brought me there and asked her if she would stay in such conditions.
I felt bad being in this observation cell. I felt fear and like I was being punished.
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22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

. I stayed in the observation cell for two days, even though the nurse told me I would only
be in there for one. The cell felt like a punishment. I had to wear the same clothes
throughout those two days. The shower in the cell was very dirty to the point of being
unusable. Every meal was a peanut butter sandwich and cookies. I felt hungry after the
meal because it was not enough food. There was no way to make phone calls. I did not get
outdoor recreation or dayroom time. I did not leave the observation cell until they finally
moved me out of there.

They did not turn off the lights at night, only dimmed them. I could not sleep, because |
could hear the men in the other observation cells crying out from pain. I was also worried
that I would disappear and no one would hear from me.

I did not get any medical attention while I was in the observation cell. Occasionally, a guard
would come by and peak through the door and would log something on a paper but no
medical staff. The only nurse I saw during my stay was the one who brought me to the cell.
There was a guard who called me by the wrong name, because staff had put me in a cell
with someone else’s name on the door. I flagged it to them that I was not that person. The
staff confirmed I was not that person by looking at my identification card.

Since my fall, I now experience serious head pain, dizziness, and ear pain and
inflammation. I get a sharp pain in my head every ten to fifteen minutes. Prior to this
incident, I did not suffer from headaches. My right ear pain is sharp. I was given medication
for the ear pain but it does not work. I still feel the pain.

I never returned to the hospital to get my staples removed. A nurse at the facility removed
my staples. I was worried about this because when I got the staples the doctor told me to
come back to get them removed and so he could check on me. Here, it was a nurse who
removed them and I could tell she was looking for a tool to pull out the staples.

Since my fall, I am afraid to sleep on the top bunk of my cell. I am afraid of falling off
again. I now sleep on the floor of my cell. My cellmate is 72 years old and diabetic, and I
feel that he needs the lower bunk more than me.

On October 3, I submitted a sick call request about pain in my ear. I only saw a doctor
about my earache on October 9. The doctor told me I have an ear infection and prescribed
me medication, but it does not help with the pain.

I have repeatedly submitted sick call requests and told custody and medical staff about my
head pain. I have not been seen by a neurologist.

On October 26, 2025, I saw a doctor to treat an infection in my right ear. I started to
experience ear pain since my fall on September 16, 2025.
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Disability Needs

30.

31.

32.

My disabilities are not being accommodated at CCDF.

I also have a hearing disability that is not being accommodated. I was diagnosed with
hearing loss and tinnitus at Golden State Annex. I was supposed to receive hearing aids
while at GSA, but I was transferred before they could be issued.

When I am stressed or when things are very quiet, I hear a little ring. My left ear has a ring
but my right ear feels pain. I have trouble hearing and using the phone.

Other Conditions

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

The meals at CCDF are inadequate. Meals are often provided late, and they never have
fresh fruit. I have never had a fruit here at CCDF. At GSA, we would sometimes get fruit.

I am always cold at CCDF. We don’t get enough blankets or clothes to keep us warm. I
don’t have a jacket, and I gave my spare blanket to my cellmate, who is an older man and
needs it more than I do.

On October 28, 2025, staff searched my cell and took many of my belongings. The search
happened after an incident in the yard. They took my toothbrush, a bag of coffee and a bag
of rice and a bath mat that I had purchased at commissary. They took most of our blankets
as well. I now cover myself with towels when I go to sleep. I gave my spare blanket that
was not taken away to my elder cellmate.

All the visits at this facility are through glass. I have only been able to see my family
through glass. The Mexican consul visited me, and even our visit was through glass. This
makes me feel bad. This horrible place is not a detention center. It is a high-security prison
facility. When the facility does count, count can sometimes last two hours, which means I
am stuck in my cell until count is clear.

I am Catholic. For about two weeks now, mass has been offered in Spanish. I do not feel I
can practice my faith in here because they just now started providing services in Spanish.
Religion to me is beautiful because it means I have a relationship with God and gives me
a sense of tranquility. In GSA, a priest would come by and visit us. Here, no priest has
visited us.

This declaration was read for me in my native language.
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I, Alfonso Levya, declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct
and that this declaration was completed and signed on November (o , 2025 in California
City, California.

B E[ o (5o Loedr—

Alfonso Levya, A# 093472746

ATTESTATION OF TRANSLATOR

I am a native Spanish speaker. On November 10, 2023, I reviewed the above declaration
with Alfonso Leyva in Spanish, which Alfonso Leyva represented to me was his preferred and/or
native language, and witnessed his signature.

D-fr

Marisol Dominguez-Ruiz, Staff Attorney Date
ACLU NATIONAL PRISON PROJECT

November 20. 2025






