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Declaration of Jonathan Jair Montes-Diaz, 205764326

1. 1, Jonathan Jair Montes-Diaz, am currently detained at the California City Detention
Facility.

2. Tam 33 years old.
3. Tam currently housed in a cell with one person in Unit G-300.

4. Thave been detained since around May 2023. I arrived at the California City Detention
Facility on September 5, 2025, from Mesa Verde Detention Facility in Bakersfield,
California.

5. Iserved six years in the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation
(CDCR). I was first incarcerated at age 24. I paroled from the California City
Correctional Facility (CAC) in 2023—this same facility as [ am currently detained in—
when the facility was being run as a state prison. I served approximately two years at
CAC before my release from CDCR custody. I was taken into ICE custody immediately
upon the conclusion of my prison term and sent to Golden State Annex for around 18
months, then Mesa Verde Detention Facility for approximately six months, before
transferring back to this facility now that it is being run as an immigration detention
center.

6. In my experience, the conditions at California City Detention Facility are much more
punitive and restrictive than any other state prison or detention center I have been housed
in, including when this same facility was a state prison.

7. For example, when I was in California City as a state prisoner, I was able to have a job as
a kitchen worker. Now, I have a job as a chemical porter but can only work inside my
housing unit. I am paid approximately half of what I was paid as a kitchen worker when |
was a state prisoner here, for the same amount of work.

8. When I was in California City as a state prisoner, I was allowed to walk the grounds of
the prison to get to work and class unrestrained and without an escort. Now, anytime I go
anywhere outside my housing unit, one or two officers are required to escort me. Every
time I leave my housing unit, I have to submit to a pat down search, and another pat
down search again when I come back to my housing unit. In addition, I sometimes have
to go through a metal detector too, including every time I go to yard.

9. When I was in California City as a state prisoner, I took college courses. Now, there are
no college courses or in-person educational programs available.
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When I was California City as a state prisoner, there were two daytime counts when we
had to be in our cells with the doors locked. The counts took approximately one hour. At
the California City Detention Facility, there are five daytime counts. The amount of time
that count takes varies, but sometimes it can take up to two hours. When I am locked in
my cell during the counts, I am not allowed to use the tablet.

When I was in California City as a state prisoner, [ was allowed to have and keep my
own razors, nail clippers, and hair clippers, as well as metal tweezers. At the California
City Detention Facility, I am not allowed to have and keep these items. I can check them
out for thirty minutes, but not every day. If I miss the scheduled time then I cannot use
these items, which makes it hard for me to keep up with my personal hygiene and can be
uncomfortable.

As a result of the lack of programming, I spend nearly all of my time in my housing unit,
which has negatively impacted my mental health and increased my feelings of anxiety,
depression, and stress.

When I arrived at California City Detention Facility, there were about 40 people in my
unit. There are now approximately 80 people.

There were about 20 to 30 people on the bus from Mesa Verde to California City with
me. During the bus ride, I was restrained with handcuffs, waist chains, and ankle
restraints.

When we arrived to California City on or around September 5, my group was brought to
a place staff called Unit F to await processing. The processing took four days to
complete. Everyone I arrived with had to sleep overnight in Unit F. I was not seen by
medical for an intake assessment until a few days after my arrival. Medical staff checked
my vital signs and did a very short assessment, and asked if I was in pain. I do not
remember being asked about my mental health during this intake assessment.

I fractured my right hand earlier this year while detained at Golden State Annex in
McFarland, California. To accommodate and prevent further injury to my hand, I was
assigned to a bottom bunk while I was housed at previous detention facilities.

I was not asked about my need for accommodations at intake, or any time after that. I told
the nurse doing the intake assessment that my right hand is fractured, and that [ had had a
bottom bunk chrono at Mesa Verde. I told staff about my need for a bottom bunk because
I felt it was important for them to know despite not being asked about it.
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At Mesa Verde, I had been issued a bottom bunk chrono shortly after arriving, and I was
given a paper copy of the chrono. The chrono said it was valid for a year. I received it in
the spring of 2025.

For about two weeks at California City, I was housed with someone who also needed to
be on the bottom bunk. I let my cellmate have the bottom bunk because he had more
serious medical conditions than me.

As a result of being forced to sleep on the top bunk, I had difficulties getting safely off
the bunk because it was painful to use my right hand to climb down. One morning, |
jumped down from the bunk to avoid having to use my right hand and twisted my ankle.

During my initial health assessment, I also informed medical staff that I had other
documented medical conditions at Golden State Annex and Mesa Verde, but medical
staff at California City told me that they did not have access to medical information from
these other detention facilities.

I previously underwent a nasal reconstruction in 2010 for which I require the regular use
of a nasal spray in order to breathe properly. I told medical staff that I had nasal
reconstruction surgery and need to be prescribed nasal spray to help me breathe properly.
I had been prescribed this nasal spray at Mesa Verde and, before that, Golden State
Annex.

I brought my nasal spray with me when I transferred from Mesa Verde, but it was taken
from me when I arrived to California City. I had also been prescribed a muscle rub for
back pain at Mesa Verde and California City also took that away when I arrived. During
a follow-up medical appointment with a doctor, medical staff told me they would order
an inhaler for me, but I explained that I do not need an inhaler. I again told medical staff
that I need nasal spray, and medical staff said that my file did not say anything about me
having allergies. I tried to explain once more that I do not need the nasal spray for
allergies but rather as a result of my surgery. I had been prescribed the nasal spray to help
with my congestion, difficulties breathing, and the headaches I had been experiencing.
The doctor told me she would order the nasal spray, but I still have not received it,
approximately two weeks later. I am currently experiencing headaches without the spray.

When I arrived to Unit G-300 following the intake process, the toilet in my assigned cell
was broken. My cellmate and I were unable to flush the toilet for four days until it was
repaired. While our toilet was broken, my cellmate and I had to urinate in the broken
toilet and cover it with a towel to prevent the cell from smelling like urine until we would
fill up the mop bucket in our unit with water and manually flush the toilet using the
bucket.
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I told the staff in my unit that our toilet was broken and they said they would put in a
maintenance order. I also put in a maintenance request myself.

Because of the clogged toilet, when I needed to pass a bowel movement, I had to ask
other people in my unit if I could use the toilet in their cells. I felt very embarrassed
having to ask other people if I could use their toilet.

Because the toilet in my cell was broken and we are locked down overnight, my cellmate
and I did not have access to a working toilet between the hours of 10 pm and 5 am.
Because not a lot of people in our unit wake up early, I had to wait until someone was
awake and willing to let me use their toilet to relieve myself in the mornings. I was also
concerned about asking other people to use their toilet because staff did not like me going
into other people’s cells when we first arrived. I heard staff telling other people in the
unit that they would get disciplinary write-ups if they went in other people’s cells. I had
to repeatedly explain to staff that the toilet in my cell was broken further adding to the
shame and embarrassment.

In my time at California City, | have witnessed our unit manager push an older detained
person in my unit, have had staff use expletives while yelling at me, and been threatened
with administrative segregation for requesting to speak to a lieutenant about the way staff
treat us. Since then, I have received a disciplinary write-up about this incident that I
believe is retaliation for speaking up about how staff treated detained people.

Because of staff’s ongoing mistreatment of people in our unit, I decided to file a
grievance regarding staff misconduct. I helped the older man who was pushed by our unit
manager file a grievance as well. I do not know if or when I will receive a response to my
grievance.

In my experience, when [ was in CDCR, custody staff treated me more respectfully than
the staff at this detention facility.

When we first arrived at California City, it appeared that staff were not ready to house
people in the facility. For example, when we first started going out to the yard, we were
only allowed to use a small outdoor space that did not have any exercise equipment or a
track to walk on or a bathroom. I and others in my unit raised concerns about the outdoor
recreation space, and staff eventually allowed us to use the small outdoor yard that has
exercise equipment and the larger yard that has a track.

Commissary prices at California City are much higher than at Golden State Annex or
Mesa Verde. For example, a Folgers 8 oz. jar of instant coffee costs $16.91 plus tax at
California City. At Mesa Verde, a Folgers jar of instant coffee that size cost
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approximately $7 or $8. Almost every item I have looked at in commissary has either
cost more or, if the price was the same, been smaller than the products available for
purchase at Golden State Annex and Mesa Verde.

33. My telephone funds did not transfer with me when I arrived to California City. I believe I
had approximately $20 left on my telephone account when I left Mesa Verde. I have not
received a refund.
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I, Jonathan Jair Montes-Diaz, declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct and that this declaration was completed and signed on OC“”O\D er 1% -, 2025
in California City, California.

=
{
/" W W—_/
\%onathan Jair Montes-Diaz, A# 205764326






