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U.S. IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS
ENFORCEMENT; TODD M. LYONS,
Acting Director, U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement; SERGIO
ALBARRAN, Acting Director of San
Francisco Field Office, Enforcement and
Removal Operations, U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement; U.S. DEPARTMENT
OF HOMELAND SECURITY; KRISTI
NOEM, Secretary, U.S. Department of
Homeland Security,

Defendants.
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Declaration of Edgar Giovanni Neri Valdez, 240173335

1.

10.

11.

I, Edgar Giovanni Neri Valdez, am currently detained at the California City Detention
Facility.

I arrived to California City Detention Facility on September 6, 2025, from Golden State
Annex.

I am 42 years old. I am seeking asylum and CAT in the United States.
I am currently housed in G-300 in a cell that I share with another person.

Prior to my detention at California City, I was diagnosed with recurrent migraines and
pre-diabetes. I was receiving medications for these conditions when I was at Golden State
Annex.

When I first arrived, I was housed in a dormitory, which I think was F Dormitory. When I
was there, I told staff that I was starting to have a migraine.

I finally saw a nurse the morning after I arrived. The nurse asked me, “Why didn’t you
take your medications?” I told her that I didn’t have any. She gave me one dose of
medication for migraines and one for my pre-diabetes.

I was moved to G-100. In G-100, whenever a nurse came to that unit, which was every
day, I asked for my medications. Each time, the nurse would tell me that there was no
record of my medications in the health records. I did not put in a written request for
medications because I did not have anything to write with and I did not have a tablet.

Some days after arriving, I received a chest x-ray. I do not know why I received a chest
x-ray. At that time, I spoke with medical staff—I don’t know who it was—about my
medications. Shortly after that, on or around September 16, 2025, I finally received my
medications: Propanolol HCL, Metformin, and Excedrin.

During the days that [ was without my medications, I had severe migraines. My
migraines are very painful and make me want to vomit. I become very sensitive to sound
and light. I am unable to do anything except lie down in bed and wait about four or five
hours until it subsides.

When I first arrived to F Dormitory, it was very dirty. There was dust everywhere and the
trash bins were full. Other detained people and I cleaned because there was nobody else
to clean it.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

There were mattresses, but there were no blankets. It was very cold. I went without a
blanket for about four hours. I only received a blanket after I and others repeatedly asked
for one. It was like California City was not ready to house so many people.

To request medical care, I now submit handwritten requests or electronic requests on the
tablet. If I handwrite the request, I give it to the guard. I have put in a request for dental
care because I have broken teeth. The dentist said that they want to pull my teeth.

When I arrived to California City, the guards took my deodorant, shampoo, toothbrush,
and other hygiene items that I had at Golden State. They also took my food. They gave
me a four-inch long toothbrush that is so small it’s difficult to use. I have been unable to
replace the other items because I cannot afford to buy them at the commissary. Items are
more expensive here compared to Golden State. Here, an 8-ounce coffee can is almost
$18, but at Golden State Annex, it was $8.

For the first two weeks I was here, I was not allowed to go outside. Staff told me that I
was unable to go outside because there was not enough staff. It was very stressful to not
be able to go outside and get fresh air and sun. I think it affected my health. I think the
stress triggered some migraines.

Here at California City, staff treat us as if we are in a prison. Every time I leave my room
or go to the yard, a guard pats me down. Some guards yell at us.

The food portions are very small. I’'m almost always hungry because I can’t buy food
from the commissary.
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ATTESTATION OF TRANSLATOR

I am fluent in Spanish and am employed in a bilingual position at the Prison Law Office.
On October 14, 2025, I reviewed the above declaration with Edgar Giovanni Neri Valdez in
Spanish, which Edgar Giovanni Neri Valdez represented to me was his preferred and/or native

language, and witnessed his signature.

M/‘ November 20. 2025

Amber Norris, Investigator Date
PRISON LAW OFFICE
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