10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

Case 3:25-cv-09757-MMC  Document 22-22

KEKER, VAN NEST & PETERS LLP
STEVEN P. RAGLAND - # 221076
sragland@keker.com

CODY S. HARRIS - # 255302
charris@keker.com

CARLOS C. MARTINEZ - # 354616
cmartinez@keker.com

633 Battery Street

San Francisco, CA 94111-1809
Telephone: 415 391 5400
Facsimile: 415397 7188

CALIFORNIA COLLABORATIVE FOR
IMMIGRANT JUSTICE

PRIYA ARVIND PATEL - # 295602
priya@ccijustice.org

MARIEL VILLARREAL - # 317048
mariel@ccijustice.org

1999 Harrison Street #1800

Oakland, California 94612

Tel: (650) 762-8990

and all others similarly situated

FERNANDO GOMEZ RUIZ; FERNANDO
VIERA REYES; JOSE RUIZ CANIZALES;
YURI ALEXANDER ROQUE CAMPOS;
SOKHEAN KEO; GUSTAVO GUEVARA
ALARCON; and ALEJANDRO MENDIOLA
ESCUTIA, on behalf of themselves and all
others similarly situated,

Plaintiffs,

Filed 12/01/25 Page 1 of 6

PRISON LAW OFFICE

MARGOT MENDELSON - # 268583
mmendelson@prisonlaw.com

TESS BORDEN - MJP # 805022, pro hac vice
tess@prisonlaw.com

PATRICK BOOTH - # 328783
patrick@prisonlaw.com

ALISON HARDY - # 135966
ahardy@prisonlaw.com

RANA ANABTAWI - # 267073
rana@prisonlaw.com

1917 Fifth Street

Berkeley, California 94710-1916
Tel.: (510) 280-2621

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION
FOUNDATION

KYLE VIRGIEN - # 278747
kvirgien@aclu.org

FELIPE HERNANDEZ - # 338468
npp_thernandez@aclu.org

MARISOL DOMINGUEZ-RUIZ - # 345416
mdominguez-ruiz@aclu.org

425 California Street, 7th Floor

San Francisco, CA 94104

Tel.: (415) 343-0770

CARMEN IGUINA GONZALEZ - # 277369
ciguinagonzalez@aclu.org

915 15th Street, NW, 7th Floor

Washington, DC 20005

Tel.: (202) 393-4930

Attorneys for Plaintiffs Fernando Gomez Ruiz, Fernando Viera Reyes, Jose Ruiz Canizales, Yuri
Alexander Roque Campos, Sokhean Keo, Gustavo Guevara Alarcon, Alejandro Mendiola Escutia

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

Case No. 3:25-cv-09757-MMC

DECLARATION OF JULIO SANTOS
AVALOS IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS’
MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY

INJUNCTION

Date: January 9, 2026

Time: 9:00 a.m.

Dept.: Ctrm 7 — 19th Floor
Judge: Hon. Maxine M. Chesney

Date Filed: November 12, 2025

DECLARATION OF JULIO SANTOS AVALOS IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR
PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION
Case No. 3:25-cv-09757-MMC




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

Case 3:25-cv-09757-MMC  Document 22-22

U.S. IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS
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Declaration of Julio Santos Avalos, 029556703

1.

2.

10.

I, Julio Santos Avalos, am currently detained at the California City Detention Facility.

I arrived to California City Detention Facility on September 5, 2025 from Mesa Verde
Detention Facility.

I am 47 years old.
I have been in the United States since I was 7 years old.
I am currently housed in a cell with one other person in Unit G-300.

I was transferred from Mesa Verde to California City on a bus with about 44 other
people. I was restrained in waist chains, handcuffs, and leg shackles. The restraints made
the hour and a half drive very uncomfortable.

When I arrived to California City, I was in intake for two days. The cell I was in for those
two days was very dirty and the toilet was clogged and overflowing. There was mold on
the window next to the bed where I laid my head. I had a mattress and one blanket. It was
so cold that I had to sleep in my clothes. I do not think that California City was ready to
house so many people.

The cell I'm in now is very dirty. Every day, I wake up to a lot of dust everywhere.
Whenever it rains, the ceiling leaks. There was also water pooling on the floor in my cell.
I do not know where the water came from. Usually when it rains, the electricity goes out.
The last time this happened was on or around October 13, 2025. The electricity was out
for a couple of minutes.

While I was at Mesa Verde, I was taking two medications for depression and pain. When
I was around a year and a half old, I had polio. As a result of the polio, my ankle has a
permanent deformity, which causes pain and limits my mobility. I am also diagnosed
with Guillen Barre. When I was leaving Mesa Verde, the staff told me that my
medications would follow me to California City Detention Facility.

When I arrived to California City Detention Facility, I saw a member of medical staff in
intake who asked me if I take medication. I told him about the medications I take. He said
that I would be receiving the medications. During the two days I was in intake, I did not
receive my medications. During that time, I submitted a number of written requests and
also spoke with multiple officers about my medications. I did not receive any response to
my requests.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

I am still having difficulty receiving all of my medications. I only received a muscle
relaxant—Tizanedine—for a few days. Without this medication, it is more difficult to
walk and I have more pain in my ankle. It is especially painful to climb up and down
from my upper bunk.

I have multiple times requested a lower bunk to accommodate my ankle, but I have not
received any response. In or around late September, I saw Dr. Hooper about my
medications. He asked me if [ was on a lower bunk. I said that I was on an upper bunk,
and it was difficult for me to navigate it. He said that he was going to note that I was on a
lower bunk in case “we get audited.” I did not understand why he would note something
in my chart that was not true.

I have hurt my ankle trying to get down from the upper bunk. I was using a chair to help
me reach the first rung of the bunk’s ladder, but one day an officer came to my cell and
said that I was not allowed to have it. I explained to the officer that I needed the chair in
order to access the upper bunk. He said that people were “making excuses” to have things
and he took the chair. When I next was climbing down off the bunk, because the step was
so far to the ground, I landed wrong on my ankle and injured it. It was very painful. After
I twisted my ankle, I spoke with the officer again about needing the chair, and then I also
spoke with his supervisor. I eventually received authorization to have the chair in my cell.

I have never received a handbook to let me know what the rules are at California City.
The rules seem to change every day, depending on which staff are working. For example,
on one day the officer working in my unit will say that I can wear shorts, sweatpants, and
slippers in the dayroom, but the following day when a different officer is working, I will
not be allowed to wear those things and instead must wear my more formal clothes. Some
officers will lock up our tablets and others allow us to have them. It is stressful when the
rules change because I never know what I will be confronting.

The time that food is served varies. For example, sometimes, food is served at 12 pm, and
other days it is served at 2 pm. Sometimes dinner is served at 5 pm, and on other days it
is served at 7:30 pm. Sometimes we are served lunch at 2 pm and then served dinner at 5
pm. It is stressful not knowing when I will be able to eat.

During the week of October 6, 2025, another detainee hung himself in my unit. I saw
staff take his body out on a gurney. It was so upsetting that I asked to speak with the
doctor because I could feel my blood pressure was very high. When staff measured my
blood pressure, they told me that it was around 161 over 100, which they said was close
to the level one has when a person is having a stroke. Staff just told me to try to calm
down and I returned to my unit.

At Mesa Verde, my children were able to visit me. Our visits were one to two hours long
and we were able to give each other a hug. My family has not visited me at California



Case 3:25-cv-09757-MMC  Document 22-22  Filed 12/01/25 Page 5 of 6

City because driving the six hours to get here only to be able to visit me for 30 minutes in
a non-contact room where we cannot hug doesn’t seem worth it.
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