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U.S. IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS
ENFORCEMENT; TODD M. LYONS,
Acting Director, U.S. Immigration and
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ALBARRAN, Acting Director of San
Francisco Field Office, Enforcement and
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Customs Enforcement; U.S. DEPARTMENT
OF HOMELAND SECURITY; KRISTI
NOEM, Secretary, U.S. Department of
Homeland Security,

Defendants.
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Declaration of Fernando Viera Reyes, 074334561

1.

10.

I, Fernando Viera Reyes, am currently detained at the California City Detention
Facility.

I arrived to California City Detention Facility about late-August 2025, from
Golden State Annex, where I had been for about 17 months.

I am seeking asylum in the United States.
I am currently 50 years old.

I am currently housed in Unit G-200, Cell 118 in a double cell with one other
detainee.

Prior to coming to California City, I was at Golden State Annex for about 17
months. Soon after my arrival at Golden State Annex, I completed blood work
that showed elevated PSA levels. I was given a course of antibiotics and given
Flomax to help with my urine output. I received a repeat blood draw to see if
those medications brought down my PSA levels. The lab work showed that my
PSA levels were still high. A few months later, my PSA levels were even higher.
The doctor at Golden State Annex explained to me that high PSA levels could
mean cancer.

I was seen by a urologist and underwent some testing to determine whether I have
prostate cancer. I had an ultrasound, cystoscopy, and two MRIs completed.

I had an MRI completed in November 2024 which indicated that there was a high
likelihood that I had cancer and that clinical correction was needed.

I saw a urologist in January 2025 and she wanted me to do a prostate biopsy. It
did not happen. I saw her again on March 17, 2025. She wanted to do a biopsy

two days later. She said it needed to happen right away. She requested that I be
NPO and start Cipro the next day. I was not seen then and I do not know why. I
asked and was told by medical staff at Golden State Annex that the biopsy was

ordered and I would have it done. I left Golden State before it could be done.

Since late 2024, I have had symptoms of burning with urination and an inability
to empty my bladder. It has only gotten worse, even with the Flomax. It is painful
to use the restroom and I go frequently. A few weeks before my arrival to
California City, I began to experience bleeding with urination.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

When I left Golden State Annex, I was still waiting for my prostate biopsy and I
was prescribed Flomax. I let the intake nurse at California City know about my
biopsy and that I needed Flomax. I let her know about my symptoms and that I
experienced bleeding with urination and in my stool. She told me that I would see
the doctor soon and that I could explain to them. I put in multiple sick-call slips
that I was bleeding with urination and in my stool because it was taking too long
to see the doctor.

When I arrived at California City Detention Facility, I and other new arrivals
lined up inside a lobby, and an intake nurse asked us some questions following a
form or checklist. We were not in a clinical setting or even a private area.
Conversations with the nurse could be heard by other people waiting in line. The
nurse asked me if I had any medical issues, if | had a history of suicide attempts,
and if I planned to hurt myself or others.

When I told the nurse about my medical issues, I also let her know that I take
Flomax, because I was concerned about accessing my medication. The nurse told
me that [ would see a doctor eventually, and that I could ask the doctor about my
medical issues and medication. My conversation with the nurse lasted less than
five minutes. To my knowledge, I was not tested for tuberculosis. The nurse did
not take or order any labs. They did not tell me about how I could access health
care, just that I would see a provider eventually. I did not know what forms to use
to request medical care, and no one made those forms available to me. I did not
know how to request medical care for about two weeks, despite asking staff and
pill call nurses how to do so.

I was given my Flomax on and off when I arrived. It was very difficult and
painful to urinate without it, and I let medical staff know multiple times verbally
and through sick-call slips. But it didn’t always help. It was not until three to four
weeks ago that I received my own KOP bottle of Flomax. I am having such a
difficult time urinating that I sometimes take double the amount of recommended
pills.

Even though I put in sick-call slips reporting my symptoms, I was at California
City for weeks before I was seen by a doctor. He had no record of any of my
medical issues. | explained my symptoms to the doctor, and the doctor said that I
would have to re-do the tests before I could get a biopsy. Even though the doctor
told me he was going to order lab work, he did not.

I put in a sick-call slip a week later and explained that I was experiencing
bleeding with urination and in my stool. I was seen by a nurse who called the
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

doctor and the lab work was then ordered. I was not given the results of my lab
work until I turned in another sick-call explaining that I was still bleeding and
experiencing pain and pressure in my rectum. I was then seen by a doctor in mid-
October who told me that my PSA level has increased from around 17 at Golden
State Annex to 74. There was also blood in my urine. He told me that he would
refer me again to a urologist. [ am very concerned that I have prostate cancer and
it is taking a very long time to get it diagnosed and treated.

As of today, I have not been seen by a urologist at California City or had my
biopsy that was recommended in March 2025 completed. I am in a lot of pain
every day. I struggle to urinate without pain, and I continue to pass blood in my
urine and stool. I asked the doctor for pain medication and I was prescribed
Vitamin C. Others have told me that if I want Tylenol, I will need to pay for it at
the commissary.

On or around mid-September, I signed some papers to allow medical staff at
California City to get my medical records from Golden State Annex. But during
my appointments with the medical staff at California City, they have never
mentioned my medical records from Golden State Annex.

When I arrived to Golden State Annex, I experienced a lot of anxiety and
depression. It interferes with my sleep and I feel hopeless. At Golden State
Annex, I saw a mental health doctor regularly to talk about how I was feeling. 1
was prescribed a medication for anxiety and depression, and another medication
to help me sleep. I do not remember the name of the medications but I believe one
of them was Zoloft. When I arrived to California City, I was still receiving these
medications for the first few days. But within the first two or three days after I
was brought to California City, I was no longer issued the medication that helps
me sleep. [ went to pick it up from the nurse, but it was no longer there. I did not
meet with the psychiatrist before medical staff stopped issuing me that
medication. I put in a sick-call slip about it, but I was never seen.

My depression and anxiety medication was stopped about three weeks ago. I put
in a sick-call slip asking about my medication, and I was just seen recently by a
psychiatrist. The psychiatrist told me that I needed to speak to someone else about
my medication.

I still do not receive either medication. I am having a difficult time sleeping
without it, and my anxiety is not well managed.
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22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

Before I was brought to immigration detention, I was in prison. The conditions at
California City are worse.

We spend most of the day in our building. We have access to the yard about one
hour a day in the early morning when a number of people are still asleep.
Otherwise, we are in our building, even during meal time.

All we have to do in our building is to watch TV. We have no programs or groups
to participate in. We cannot take education classes. We cannot have contact
family visits. We just sit in the dayroom when we leave our cell. In CDCR, I was
group A1A and I had a job, I was able to program regularly, and I spent much
more time on the yard.

We have four counts a day where we must stay inside our cells and the doors are
locked. Each count can take an hour or more.

About three weeks ago, there was an incident in another building where someone
tried to hang himself. We heard he left a note that said he would rather die in
America than be deported.

We do not get enough food to eat. The portion sizes are small and I am still
hungry after I eat. Things at the commissary are very expensive — almost twice as
much as what it cost in CDCR. I have lost seven to eight pounds since I got here.

The water tastes funny and smells. We have complained about the quality of the
water and were told by staff that is normal, and it’s just the chemicals they use to
clean it.
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I, Fernando Viera Reyes, declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct and that this declaration was completed and signed on October 2025 in
California City, California.






