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U.S. IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS
ENFORCEMENT; TODD M. LYONS,
Acting Director, U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement; SERGIO
ALBARRAN, Acting Director of San
Francisco Field Office, Enforcement and
Removal Operations, U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement; U.S. DEPARTMENT
OF HOMELAND SECURITY; KRISTI
NOEM, Secretary, U.S. Department of
Homeland Security,

Defendants.
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Declaration of Nicole Gorney

1. I'make this declaration based on my own personal knowledge and if called to testify I
could and would do so competently and truthfully to these matters.

2. Tam an immigration attorney with Vidas Legal Services and I focus on removal
defense and asylum cases. I am currently representing two detained immigration
clients.

3. One of those clients is currently detained at California City Detention Facility. He
was arrested in Maryland on October 15, 2025, transferred to a detention facility in
Louisiana, and transferred again to California City Detention Facility on October 23
or October 24, 2025. His family contacted me when he was transferred to ask that I
provide legal representation.

4. Since his transfer to California City Detention Facility, and as of November 6, 2025,
he does not show up in the ICE Detainee Locator System. When I search his name, I
yield O results. According to his family, his location did appear in the ICE Detainee
Locator System when he was detained in Louisiana.

5. I believe that he is detained at the California City Detention Facility because he called
his wife on October 24, 2025 and said that he was someplace called “California City.”
His wife gave him my phone number and he called me on October 25, 2025 and said
the same.

6. He called me again on October 27, 2025 and I advised him to tell a deportation
officer that he was not showing up in the system.

7. Ireceived another call from him on October 29, 2025. During that call, he said that he
had told a deportation officer that he was not appearing in the system and that the
deportation officer told him that “maybe next week” he would be in the system.

8. The first thing I do every morning is look in the ICE Detainee Locator System for my
client. It is terrifying to look up my client’s name and not see his location. This is
highly unusual in my experience. My clients at other detention facilities, including
Mesa Verde, Golden State Annex, and Otay Mesa, always show up in the ICE
Detainee Locator System within 24 hours of a transfer, and often show up sooner.

9. Thave not had a confidential legal call with my client. Each of the three calls we have
had has been placed from a common area phone line and has cost him money. There
is very loud background noise every time we speak.
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10.

1.

12.

13.

In the immigration system, a form G-28 is the form that an attorney files to indicate
that the attorney is representing a client. I am unable to enter my G-28 form for this
client because he does not show up in the ICE Detainee Locator System. I am
therefore also unable to work with the facility to schedule a confidential legal call.

On October 24, 2025 and on October 27, 2025, I emailed the Bakersfield ERO office
to ask why my client isn’t in the system and explain that his absence from the system
is preventing me from setting up a confidential legal call with my client. I have not
received a response from either email.

There is nothing I can do in his case until I am able to talk with him in depth on a
private line. My client has to make the decisions in his own case and I need to be able
to discuss everything with him directly to provide full analysis for him of his options.
For example, my client may be eligible to apply for bond, but the decision whether or
not to do so is his. I cannot talk with him about this decision, which means that if he
ultimately decides to seek bond, his bond motion will be significantly delayed by my
inability to contact him. A bond motion would also need to attach a declaration by my
client and other evidence that I cannot even begin to gather without talking with him.
Thus, even if [ were able to talk with my client and determine that he would like me
to file a bond motion, I would be further delayed in actually filing the motion by these
delays in obtaining evidence.

Because we have had such limited interaction, he barely knows who I am. I need to
build a relationship with him to talk about things specific to his case, which can be
very delicate. This is particularly important in the immigration system because I need
to make sure that my client understands who [ am and that I don’t work for ICE or
DHS but am a pro bono attorney representing him.
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I, Nicole Gorney, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United
States of America that the foregoing is true and correct, and that this declaration is
executed at  Sonoma,CA this _7th day of November 2025.






