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Declaration of Oneil Guthrie, 216429656

10.

11.

I, Oneil Guthrie, am currently detained at the California City Detention Facility.

I arrived at the California City Detention Facility about a month ago from Golden State
Annex.

I am 49 years old.

I practice the Rastafarian religion. My religious practice includes burning specific colors
of candles, using incense, group prayer, and bible reading. I am aware of at least three
other people at California City Detention Facility who practice Rastafarianism.

While I was at Golden State Annex, I was able to practice my religion. There was one
other practicing Rastafarian at that facility. We were allowed to burn our candles and
incense and pray together.

I have been unable to practice my religion since I was brought to California City
Detention Facility. I do not have access to colored candles, incense, or group prayer. [ am
aware of at least 3 other Rastafarians at California City Detention Facility.

I spoke to the chaplain about what I need to practice my religion properly. I requested
candles, incense and a time to pray with other people who practice my religion.

I know that there is a room at California City Detention Facility that is used for religious
services. | know that someone on staff created a calendar giving different days and times
for different religions to use that room. There were no days or times given to
Rastafarians.

I told chaplain that I would like to have a time for Rastafarians to use the room. It has
been several weeks since I requested my religious materials and a time to use the
religious space. I still have not received any of the items I requested nor a time to use the
religious space.

Being unable to properly practice my religion has made this time very hard. I feel that it
has made my anxiety and depression much worse.

Before I came to California City Detention Facility, I was diagnosed with eczema, severe
seasonal allergies, and low blood pressure. The eczema causes dry patches on my skin
that are very itchy and sometimes painful. The low blood pressure makes me dizzy, light
headed and extremely tired. I sometimes also have blurred vision when I am experiencing
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21.

low blood pressure. My severe allergies make breathing difficult, cause watery eyes and
make me sneeze repeatedly.

While I was at Golden State Annex, I was prescribed a medical lotion for my eczema, a
nasal spray for my allergies, and pills for my low blood pressure. These medications
helped control my symptoms so that I could go on with my life and do things safely. I use
these medications every day.

When I was brought up to California City Detention Facility, I brought my medicated
lotion and nasal spray with my property. When the bus arrived at California City, the
staff searched our property and I was made to throw away my nasal spray and my
medicated lotion.

As we entered the building from the bus, a nurse asked each person if they took any
medication, and I told the nurse about my medication. Later that same day, after they
took my photo, I spoke with another nurse who was supposed to take my medical
information. That nurse was unable to work the computer to record my medical
information. That interview with the nurse was cut short before I could tell the nurse
about my medication.

Once | was assigned a building and a cell, I started to be concerned because all of the
intake was over and I wasn’t sure if anyone had written down the medications I need.
Over the next day, I did not receive my medication.

I told the nurses when they came into my building that I did not have my medication. I
also told the guards in my building.

Without my medication, my eczema began to make my skin very itchy, very dry, red and
painful. I also experienced dizziness and difficulty breathing.

It took over a week for me to get medications for these illnesses.

I also take medication for insomnia, anxiety, and severe nightmares. I was able to take all
of these medications while I was at Golden State Annex.

I told the nurses and guards at California City that I needed these mental health
medications, but I did not receive them.

While I wasn’t receiving these medications, I felt more anxious than I did with the
medication, I could not sleep, and I experienced very bad nightmares.
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I also tried to use the “sick call” system to get my medications. I filled out papers with
the medical and mental health problems I was having and the fact that [ needed
medications I was taking at Golden State Annex.

I also used the tablet that we were given to submit a request for medical help and my
medication.

I did not get any responses to my sick calls.

There are other people in my building who are sick and who are not getting their
medications. I am very concerned about their well-being because I know it has been very
hard for me to get my medication and get my medical care.

About two days ago, [ was sprayed by pepper spray along with several other men in my
building. In protest of our lack of medical care and lack of access to personal property
like hygiene items and writing materials, we refused to return to our cells during “count”
lock down. We had tried to tell every staff we could about these problems but we got no
help.

Once we started our protest by refusing to enter our cells, the guards called for back-up
and some of them put on masks. They continued to tell us to return to our cells and we
did not. No one was being violent. When the back-up guards came outside of our
building door, one of them let off the pepper spray just outside the door. The cloud of
pepper spray came into our building causing staff and detainees to cough and rub their
eyes—some of the spray got on me as well.

Since that day, I continue to experience red, sore, itchy eyes, a burning painful chest and
difficulty breathing, and headache and dizziness. I am worried that the pepper spray has
triggered my allergies and low blood pressure symptoms. My eczema has also gotten
worse with redness and itchiness.

I put in a “sick call” to request medical care and I have not gotten any response.

We have to have a “pat down” search every time we enter or leave the building. This
includes if we decide to go outside for recreation. These pat down searches are very
invasive and include patting over our entire bodies and groping our genitals. I have
stopped going to the outside areas for recreation because I have found the searches
uncomfortable and humiliating. I did not experience these types of searches at Golden
State Annex.
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31.

32.

33.

34.

We are locked down very often in this facility. Every time there is a count we are locked
down meaning we must return to our cells and have the doors locked. These counts
happen at 7am, 11am, 3pm, and 7pm as well as a few times at night. These counts last
anywhere from 40 minutes to over 2 hours. We are also locked down from 10pm to Sam.

During the lock down for count and at night, we are not allowed to have our tablets.
I have not experienced this many lock downs at any other detention facilities.

I want to share my story because I am concerned for my health. I also don’t want other
people to be treated this way in any detention center.
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