Context

Since the start of Donald Trump’s second presidential administration in January
2025, the United States federal government has increasingly promoted anti-
immigrant, anti-research, and anti-free speech policies and rhetoric. People who
voice opinions that are unpopular with the current administration are being silenced
and retaliated against with visa revocations and detention without due process of law.

Due process is a legal principle in the United States that ensures all people are treated
fairly within the judicial system and helps protect people from arbitrary government
actions. Due process extends to citizens and non-citizens alike. Habeas corpus is a
cornerstone of due process. It ensures that no person -- citizen or not — can be held
by the government without the right to challenge the legality of their detention before
a Judge. It is a critical safety valve that helps protect against detention based on
unlawful or discriminatory grounds. Whether the government is detaining someone
at Guantanamo Bay or in an ICE detention facility, habeas corpus is a constitutionally
guaranteed pathway to a fair legal process.

Basic Summary

e In March 2025, Riimeysa was unlawfully arrested and detained by U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). The federal government had
revoked her student visa without her knowledge.

e The government revoked Riimeysa’s visa and arrested and detained her in
retaliation for co-writing an opinion piece that was published in her student
newspaper the previous year.

e Riimeysa was sent to a for-profit ICE prison in Louisiana for 45 days before being
released on bail by a federal court judge. She has not been charged with or
accused of any crime.

o For-profit prisons are known for various human rights violations — including
deprivation of basic human necessities, abusive and discriminatory treatment,
and medical neglect and mistreatment.

e Riimeysa argues that because the government retaliated against her for co-writing
the op-ed, her constitutional right to free speech was violated. She also argues that
she was unlawfully arrested and detained, and that her student record should be
restored.

e Riimeysa’s legal case is ongoing in both federal court and immigration court.


https://www.aclu.org/documents/inside-the-black-hole
https://www.aclum.org/en/cases/ozturk-v-trump

o The U.S. Constitution creates three branches of federal government: Art I
(Congress, which is the Senate and the House), Art II (the Executive Branch,
which is run by the President), and Art III (the Judiciary). The federal court
system, which hears cases involving writs of habeas corpus, among other
claims, is therefore a separate branch of government that is independent of the
President and Congress.

o There is also an immigration court within the U.S. Department of Justice,
which hears the cases of noncitizens regarding issues like deportation and
asylum applications. The immigration court is within Art II, is overseen by the
U.S. Attorney General, and is not independent of the President.

Timeline

On March 21, 2025, the federal government revoked Riimeysa’s F-1 student visa
without her knowledge.

On March 25, Riimeysa was seized and arrested by six armed and masked
plainclothes ICE agents on the sidewalk outside her apartment in Somerville,
Massachusetts. She was forced into an unmarked car.

Hours after her detention, the government terminated her student record in the
Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS).

The government had targeted Riimeysa in retaliation for co-authoring an opinion
piece published in her student newspaper in March 2024.

The opinion article urged Tufts University to listen to its undergraduate student
body regarding three democratic resolutions the Tufts Community Union Senate
had recently passed. The piece asked the Tufts administration to affirm the equal
dignity and humanity of all people, including acknowledging the Palestinian
genocide.

One year after co-writing the op-ed, Riimeysa was doxed by Canary Mission, an
anonymously-run and controversial website that publishes the personal
information of students, professors, and organizations that it claims to be anti-
Israel or antisemitic. The U.S. government admitted that ICE used Canary
Mission to gather information to identify and potentially deport activists,
including Riimeysa.

Upon her detention, Riimeysa’s attorney filed a petition for a writ of habeas
corpus, claiming she was being detained unlawfully.


https://www.tuftsdaily.com/article/2024/03/4ftk27sm6jkj
https://www.tuftsdaily.com/article/2024/03/tcu-senate-passes-3-of-4-resolutions-seeking-university-accountability-for-ties-to-israel
https://www.wbur.org/news/2025/07/10/ice-lawsuit-deportation-federal
https://www.aclu.org/news/immigrants-rights/what-is-habeas-corpus-why-does-it-matter?initms_aff=nat&initms_chan=soc&initms=adv-feed-fb-social-nat-blog-immigration-immigration-immigration&ms_aff=nat&ms_chan=soc&ms=adv-feed-fb-social-nat-blog-immigration-immigration-immigration&sfnsn=wa
https://www.aclu.org/news/immigrants-rights/what-is-habeas-corpus-why-does-it-matter?initms_aff=nat&initms_chan=soc&initms=adv-feed-fb-social-nat-blog-immigration-immigration-immigration&ms_aff=nat&ms_chan=soc&ms=adv-feed-fb-social-nat-blog-immigration-immigration-immigration&sfnsn=wa

A federal court ordered that Riimeysa not be moved out of the state of
Massachusetts without 48 hours’ notice.

Unbeknownst to the Court and Riimeysa’s attorney, Riimeysa was in a van in
Vermont at the time that order was issued. That was because ICE covertly moved
her from Somerville to Methuen, Massachusetts, to Lebanon, New Hampshire;
then to St. Albans, Vermont; then to Atlanta, Georgia; and finally, to Louisiana.
For nearly 24 hours, Riimeysa’s attorney was unable to locate her.

On March 26, she was flown to Louisiana. Once there, she was held at the South
Louisiana ICE Processing Center.

On March 28, her legal team filed an amended habeas petition and complaint
with the federal court in the District of Massachusetts, challenging her detention
by ICE. They claimed she was held in violation of the First Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution, which guarantees free speech to everyone in the United States.

On April 2, Tufts University filed a declaration in support of Riimeysa Oztiirk:
https: //www.tufts.edu/president/speeches-and-messages/04022025-university-
declaration-for-rumeysa-ozturk

On April 4, the U.S. District Court in Massachusetts decided Riimeysa's federal
case should continue in Vermont. This is because she was in Vermont when the
habeas was filed.

According to the Washington Post, in a memo written by the State Department
before Riimeysa's arrest, the State Department determined that the Trump
administration had not produced any evidence showing that she engaged in
antisemitic activities or made public statements indicating support for a terrorist

organization: https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-

security/2025/04/13/tufts-student-rumeysa-ozturk-rubio-trump/

On April 16, an immigration judge in Louisiana denied Riimeysa bond.

On April 18, the U.S. District Court in Vermont agreed that Riimeysa’s federal
case should continue in Vermont. The Judge ordered government agents to
transfer her from Louisiana to Vermont no later than May 1.

The federal government appealed to the Second Circuit Court of Appeals (which
hears appeals from cases tried in district courts within its jurisdiction, including
the District of Vermont) seeking to keep Riimeysa detained in Louisiana, and
sought a stay of the District Court’s ruling while that appeal was pending.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Louisiana_ICE_Processing_Center
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Louisiana_ICE_Processing_Center
https://www.aclum.org/sites/default/files/12._amended_petition.pdf
https://www.tufts.edu/president/speeches-and-messages/04022025-university-declaration-for-rumeysa-ozturk
https://www.tufts.edu/president/speeches-and-messages/04022025-university-declaration-for-rumeysa-ozturk
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/04/13/tufts-student-rumeysa-ozturk-rubio-trump/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/04/13/tufts-student-rumeysa-ozturk-rubio-trump/

On May 7, after hearing arguments, the Second Circuit Court of Appeals denied
the federal government’s request for a stay of the transfer order pending the
appeal and ordered the federal government to comply with the lower court’s
ruling to move Riimeysa from Louisiana to Vermont within one week.

In the interests of time, Riimeysa waived the right to be physically present at her
bail hearing, which was held on May 9 in Vermont. At that hearing, the judge
ordered her to be released immediately.

On May 10, Riimeysa flew from Louisiana back to Boston Logan Airport, where
she spoke at a press conference with her lawyers and several elected officials.

In total, Riimeysa was unlawfully held in ICE detention in Louisiana for 45 days.

Riimeysa returned to her studies at Tufts, where she continues to pursue her PhD
in the school’s Eliot-Pearson Department of Child Study and Human
Development.

On July 17, Vanity Fair and the Tufts Daily co-published an essay by Riimeysa,
detailing her dreadful experiences and highlighting the plight of the women with
whom she was imprisoned.

On August 18, the District Court in Vermont ordered that Riimeysa’s claims
related to restoring her SEVIS record be separated from the habeas case in
Vermont.

The SEVIS claim has been transferred to the District Court in Massachusetts.

On September 30, the Second Circuit heard the government’s appeal of the
District Court in Vermont’s transfer order. A decision is now pending from that
Court.

Also on September 30, in a separate case brought by the Knight First
Amendment Institute on behalf of the American Association of University
Professors and other plaintiffs, a federal judge released an opinion holding that
the defendant officials pursued a policy of arresting, detaining, and deporting
noncitizen students and faculty who engaged in pro-Palestinian protest, that the
purpose of this policy was to chill pro-Palestinian speech and speech critical of
Israel, and that the policy is impermissibly viewpoint discriminatory in violation
the First Amendment. Riimeysa is not a plaintiff in this case.
o During the trial, the assistant special agent in charge in Boston who
oversaw Riimeysa’s arrest said “I didn’t see anything in the op-ed that
suggested she’d committed a crime.”


https://www.vanityfair.com/news/story/rumeysa-ozturk-what-i-witnessed-inside-an-ice-womens-prison
https://www.tuftsdaily.com/article/2025/07/op-ed-even-god-cannot-hear-us-here-what-i-witnessed-inside-an-ice-womens-prison
https://knightcolumbia.org/cases/aaup-v-rubio
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/07/15/pro-palestinian-academics-deportations-trial-00454324

e On December 8, a federal district court issued a preliminary injunction ordering
the federal government to restore Riimeysa Oztiirk’s SEVIS student record, which
was unlawfully terminated. The reactivation of the SEVIS record will allow Ms.
Oztiirk to participate in employment and research experiences that are integral to
her graduate studies.

¢ In January 2026, documents revealed as part of the AAUP v. Rubio trial made
clear that the government targeted Riimeysa for detention solely for her protected
speech. Internal government documents show that the government knew it had
no evidence that Riimeysa engaged in antisemitic conduct or activities and they
found no grounds to revoke her visa, detain her, or seek to deport her, other than
her co-authoring an op-ed in a student newspaper.

¢ In February 2026, Riimeysa received her PhD in child study and human
development.

¢ On February 9, 2026, her legal team filed a notice in federal court alerting it
that an immigration judge had terminated the proceedings against Riimeysa. The
immigration judge determined that the government had not established that
Riimeysa is removable. The government appealed this decision to the Board of
Immigration Appeals, where it is pending.

¢ Riimeysa’s legal case now continues in four venues:

Immigration court

Federal District Court in Vermont
Federal District Court in Massachusetts
Second Circuit Court of Appeals

O O O O

e Riimeysa is represented by the American Civil Liberties Union, ACLU of
Massachusetts, ACLU of Vermont, CLEAR, and Emery Celli Brinckerhoff Abady
Ward & Maazel LLP.

For more information about the legal case, visit:
https://www.aclum.org/en/cases/ozturk-v-trump

To read Riimeysa’s essays, visit:
e https://www.vanityfair.com/news/story/rumeysa-ozturk-what-i-witnessed-
inside-an-ice-womens-prison
e https://www.tuftsdaily.com/article/2025/07/op-ed-even-god-cannot-hear-
us-here-what-i-witnessed-inside-an-ice-womens-prison

e htips://www.thecut.com/article/rumeysa-ozturk-hearing-my-own-
scream.html



https://knightcolumbia.org/blog/trial-evidence-reveals-concerted-effort-to-deport-noncitizens-for-their-political-speech
https://www.aclum.org/en/cases/ozturk-v-trump
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/story/rumeysa-ozturk-what-i-witnessed-inside-an-ice-womens-prison
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/story/rumeysa-ozturk-what-i-witnessed-inside-an-ice-womens-prison
https://www.tuftsdaily.com/article/2025/07/op-ed-even-god-cannot-hear-us-here-what-i-witnessed-inside-an-ice-womens-prison
https://www.tuftsdaily.com/article/2025/07/op-ed-even-god-cannot-hear-us-here-what-i-witnessed-inside-an-ice-womens-prison
https://www.thecut.com/article/rumeysa-ozturk-hearing-my-own-scream.html
https://www.thecut.com/article/rumeysa-ozturk-hearing-my-own-scream.html

e https://www.aclu.org/news/immigrants-rights /rumeysa-ozturk-i-saw-the-

horrors-of-ice-detention-firsthand-it-is-no-place-for-a-child

e htips://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-
interactive/2026/feb/18 /rumeysa-ozturk-trauma-children-ice-gaza

Read statements written by Riimeysa:

April 3: “T am a Ph.D. student working with children and youth,” said Riimeysa
Oztiirk in a statement dictated to her attorney. “We know that injustice in the world
and systemic brutality towards people of color has long-lasting negative effects on
children, youth, and other communities. My life is committed to choosing peaceful
and inclusive ways to meet the needs of children. I believe the world is a more
beautiful and peaceful place when we listen to each other and allow different
perspectives to be in the room. Writing is one of the most peaceful ways of addressing
systemic inequality. Efforts to target me because of my op-ed in the Tufts Daily
calling for the equal dignity and humanity of all people will not deter me from my
commitment to advocate for the rights of youth and children.”

Remarks at Logan Airport, May 10:
“Thank you everyone for all your support and love.

In the last 45 days I lost both my freedom and also my education during a crucial
time

for my doctoral studies. I am so excited to get back to my studies, community,
friends,

professors, and my students. My dear professor and labmates are here today so I just
want to highlight that and thank them. With my incredibly talented lawyer team,
Jessie, Mahsa, and many more, I will continue my case in court.

I came to the United States to pursue my graduate studies, learn and grow as a
scholar,

and to contribute to the child development field with my research, teaching, and
applied work. America is the greatest democracy the world, and I believe in those
values that we share. I have faith in the American system of justice.

This has been a very difficult time for me, for my community, for my community at
Tufts, and in Tiirkiye, but I am so grateful for all the support, kindness and care. My
advisor sent me my dissertation proposal to the prison. My lab mates have been
reading me books on the phone, my department, professors, students have sent me so
many letters of support so much love and comforting words. My union organized on
my behalf of me and international students with so much effort love and care. I had
so many lovely people sending me letters and comforting words.


https://www.aclu.org/news/immigrants-rights/rumeysa-ozturk-i-saw-the-horrors-of-ice-detention-firsthand-it-is-no-place-for-a-child
https://www.aclu.org/news/immigrants-rights/rumeysa-ozturk-i-saw-the-horrors-of-ice-detention-firsthand-it-is-no-place-for-a-child
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2026/feb/18/rumeysa-ozturk-trauma-children-ice-gaza
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2026/feb/18/rumeysa-ozturk-trauma-children-ice-gaza

And finally, I would also like to remind one more time, please don’t forget about all
these wonderful women in the immigration detention systems. I was so tired of
witnessing cries and pain that can be all preventable. Thank you.”

September 30: “Writing is the heart of freedom of expression,” said Riimeysa
Oztiirk following arguments in the Second Circuit. “Unbelievably, it was my
writing—a single opinion piece, published in our student newspaper—that led to my
arrest and ultimately landed me in a damp, crowded, and inhumane ICE for- profit
prison for 45 days this spring. Despite my experience, I remain hopeful that our
world can become a gentler and more peaceful place, and I hope others who hear my
story know that we all have the power to make it so. Doing so starts with speaking up
about injustice when we see it. From ICE prisons where children are kept to children
of war and conflict, oppression is global and connected, and so our response and
compassion must be equally universal. As my case continues to move forward, I am
grateful for the outpouring of support and expect to see the basic principles of our
democracy prevail.”

December 8: "My student SEVIS record was unlawfully canceled by the
government for co-authoring an op-ed in which I advocated for equal dignity and
humanity for all — and after eight long months, that record will now finally be
restored,” said Riimeysa Oztiirk. “Going through this brutality, which began with
my unlawful arrest and 45 days of detention at a shameful for-profit ICE prison in
Louisiana, I feel more connected to everyone whose educational rights are being
denied — especially in Gaza, where countless scholars have been murdered and every
university has been intentionally destroyed. Here in the US, it is truly sad how much
valuable knowledge is currently being lost due to the widespread fear of punishment
within the academic community. I hope one day we can create a world where
everyone uses education to learn, connect, civically engage and benefit others —
rather than criminalize and punish those whose opinions differ from our own. While I
am grateful for the Court's decision, I still feel a great deal of grief for all the
educational rights I have been arbitrarily denied as a scholar and a woman in my final
year of doctoral studies. Nonetheless, this decision gives me hope, and I earnestly
hope that no one else experiences the injustices I have suffered."”



Baglam

2025 Ocak ayinda Donald Trump’in ikinci bagkanlik yonetiminin baslangicindan bu
yana, Amerika Birlesik Devletleri federal hiikiimeti giderek artan bir sekilde go¢gmen
karsiti, arastirma karsit1 ve ifade ozgiirliigii karsit1 politikalar1 ve soylemleri tesvik
etmektedir. Mevcut yonetime aykir1 goriisleri dile getiren insanlar vizelerinin iptali ile
ve hukuki usullere aykir1 sekilde gozaltina alinmak suretiyle susturulmakta ve
misillemeye maruz birakilmaktadir.

“Hukuki siire¢”, Amerika Birlesik Devletleri'nde, tiim insanlarin yarg sistemi icinde
adil bir sekilde muamele gormesini garanti altina alan ve kisileri keyfi devlet
eylemlerine kars1 korumaya yardimci olan yasal bir ilkedir. Hukuki siirec, hem
vatandaslara hem de vatandas olmayanlar:1 kapsar. Habeas corpus (tutukluluga
itiraz) hukuki siirecin kose taslarindan biridir. Bu ilke, vatandas olsun ya da olmasin
hi¢ kimsenin yasal olarak gozaltina alinmasinin mesrulugunu bir yargi¢ 6niinde
tartisma hakki olmaksizin hiikiimet tarafindan goz altinda tutulamayacagin giivence
altina alir. Bu, yasadisi veya ayrimeci gerekcelere dayali gozaltina kars: korumaya
yardimci olan kritik bir giivenlik 6nlemidir. Hiikiimet bir kisiyi ister Guantanamo
Korfezi'nde ister bir ICE gozalt1 tesisinde tutuyor olsun, habeas corpus (tutukluluga
itiraz) adil bir yargi siirecine icin anayasal giivence altindaki bir aragtir.

Kisa Ozet

e Mart 2025’te Riimeysa, ABD Go¢menlik ve Giimriik Muhafaza (ICE) birimi
tarafindan tutuklandi ve gozaltina alindi. Federal hiikiimet onun 6grenci
vizesini haberi olmadan iptal etti.

e Hiikiimet, Riimeysa’nin vizesini, bir onceki y1l 6grenci gazetesinde yayilanan
4 0grenci tarafindan yazilan bir kose yazisini eg yazar olarak kaleme almasina
misilleme olarak iptal etti, hukuka aykir1 olarak gozaltina alarak tutukladi.

e Riimeysa, Louisiana’daki kar amach bir ICE hapishanesine gonderilerek 45
giin boyunca burada tutulduktan sonra bir federal mahkeme yargici tarafindan
kefaletle serbest birakildi. Kendisine hicbir su¢lama yoneltilmedi veya
herhangi bir sucla itham edilmedi.

o Kar amach hapishaneler, temel insani ihtiyaclarin yoksun birakilmasi,
kotiiye kullanima ve ayrimc1 muameleye maruz birakma, tibbi ihmal ve
kotii muamele dahil cesitli insan haklar ihlalleriyle taninmaktadir.

e Riimeysa, hiikiimetin kendisine, kose yazisinin es yazarlarindan biri oldugu
icin misillemede bulundugunu, bu nedenle anayasal ifade 6zgiirliigii hakkinin
ihlal edildigini ileri siirtiyor. Ayrica, yasadisi olarak gozaltina alinip
tutuklandiginmi ve 6grenci statiisiiniin geri verilmesi gerektigini de savunuyor.



e Riimeysa’nin hukuki davasi hem federal mahkemede hem de gocmenlik
mahkemesinde devam etmektedir.

o Amerika Birlesik Devletleri Anayasasi federal hiikiimetin ii¢ kolunu
olusturur: Madde I (Kongre — Senato ve Temsilciler Meclisi’'nden olusur),
Madde II (Baskan tarafindan yonetilen Yiiriitme), ve Madde III (Yarg).
Tutukluluga itiraz (Habeas corpus) basvurularini da igeren davalara bakan
federal mahkeme sistemi, bu nedenle Baskan ve Kongre’den bagimsiz ayr1
bir hiikiimet koludur.

o Adalet Bakanligi biinyesinde ayrica bir gogmenlik mahkemesi de
bulunmaktadir; bu mahkeme, vatandas olmayan kisilerin sinir dis1 edilme
ve iltica bagvurusu gibi konularla ilgili davalarina bakar. Go¢gmenlik
mahkemesi Madde IT kapsamindadir, Amerika Birlesik Devletleri Adalet
Bakani'nin denetimindedir ve Bagkan’dan bagimsiz degildir.

Zaman Cizelgesi

e 21 Mart 2025’te federal hiikiimet, Riimeysa’nin F-1 6grenci vizesini haber
vermeksizin iptal etti.

e 25 Mart’ta Riimeysa, Massachusetts eyaletinin Somerville kentindeki evinin
ontindeki kaldirimda, alt1 silahl1 ve maskeli sivil kiyafetli ICE ajani tarafindan
neden belirtilmeden tutuklandi. Sivil bir arabaya zorla bindirildi.

e Gozaltina alinmasindan birkac saat sonra, hiikiimet Ogrenci ve Degisim
Ziyaretcisi Bilgi Sistemi (SEVIS) tizerindeki 6grenci kaydin iptal etti.

e Hiikiimet, 1 y1l 6nce, Mart 2024’te 6grenci gazetesinde yayimlanan bir goriis
yazisini birlikte kaleme aldig1 icin Riimeysa’y1 misilleme amaciyla hedef aldi.

o S6z konusu kdse yazisi, Tufts Universitesi'nin, Tufts Ogrenci Birligi
Senatosu’'nun kisa siire 6nce kabul ettigi ii¢ demokratik kararla ilgili olarak
tiniversite bagkanina lisans 6grencilerinin sesine kulak vermesi cagrisinda
bulunuyordu. Yazi, Tufts yonetiminden, Filistin’deki soykirimi da kabul etmek
dahil, tiim insanlarin insanlik ve onurlarimin esit oldugunu dogrulamasim
talep ediyordu.

e Riimeysa kose yazisini birlikte kaleme almasindan bir y1l sonra, “Canary
Mission” adli, kimligi belirsiz kisilerce yonetilen ve Israil karsiti veya

.....



kisisel bilgilerini yayimlayan tartismali bir internet sitesi tarafindan kimligi
ifsa edilerek siber karalama kampanyasina maruz kaldi. ABD hiikiimeti,
ICE1n, Riimeysa da dahil olmak {lizere akademisyen ve 6grenci aktivistleri
tespit etmek ve sinir dis1 etmek icin Canary Mission’dan bilgi toplamak
amaciyla yararlandigini kabul etti.

Riimeysa’nin gozaltina alinmasinin ardindan avukati, onun yasadisi olarak
tutuldugunu ileri siirerek bir tutukluluga itiraz emri talebi dilekgesi sundu.

Bir federal mahkeme, Riimeysa’nin Massachusetts eyaletinden 48 saat
onceden haber vermeden cikarilmamasina karar verdi.

Mahkeme ve Riimeysa’nin avukatinin bilgisi disinda, s6z konusu karar
verildigi sirada Riimeysa Vermont’ta bir aracin icinde ICE tarafindan
tutuluyordu. Bunun nedeni, ICE 1 onu gizlice Somerville’den
Massachusetts’teki Methuen’e, oradan New Hampshire’daki Lebanon’a,
ardindan Vermont’taki St. Albans’a, sonra Georgia’daki Atlanta’ya ve son
olarak Louisiana’ya tasimis olmasiydi. Yaklasik 24 saat boyunca Riimeysa’nin
avukat1 onun nerede oldugunu bulamad.

26 Mart’ta Riimeysa ucakla Louisiana’ya gotiiriildii. Oraya vardiginda, Giiney
Louisiana ICE Isleme Merkezi (hapishanesi)’nde tutuldu.

28 Mart’ta avukat ekibi, Massachusetts Bolgesi Federal Mahkemesi'ne, ICE
tarafindan gozaltina alinmasina itiraz eden diizeltilmis bir tutukluluga itiraz
dilekcesi ve sikayet basvurusu sundular. Amerika Birlesik Devletleri
Anayasasi’min ifade ozgiirliigiinii herkes icin giivence altina alan Birinci
Maddesini ihlal edecek sekilde tutuldugunu ileri siirdiiler.

2 Nisan’da Tufts Universitesi, Riimeysa Oztiirk’e destek bildiren bir
aciklamada bulundu:
https://www.tufts.edu/president/speeches-and-messages/04022025-
university-declaration-for-rumeysa-ozturk

4 Nisan’da Massachusetts Federal Bolge Mahkemesi, Riimeysanin federal
davasinin Vermont’ta devam etmesine karar verdi. Bunun nedeni, tutukluluga
itiraz bagvurusu yapildigi sirada Riimeysa'nin Vermont’ta bulunmasiydi.

Washington Post’a gore, Disisleri Bakanhg tarafindan Riimeysa
tutuklanmadan once yazilmais bir notta, Digisleri Bakanligi Trump yonetiminin
Riimeysa’nin antisemitik faaliyetlerde bulundugunu veya bir teror orgiitiinii
destekledigini gosteren hicbir kanit sunmadigina karar verdi:


https://www.tufts.edu/president/speeches-and-messages/04022025-university-declaration-for-rumeysa-ozturk
https://www.tufts.edu/president/speeches-and-messages/04022025-university-declaration-for-rumeysa-ozturk

https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/04/13/tufts-

student-rumeysa-ozturk-rubio-trump/

16 Nisan’da Louisiana'da bir gocmenlik hakimi Riimeysa'nin kefalet talebini
reddetti.

18 Nisan’da Vermont’'taki Amerika Birlesik Devletleri Bolge Mahkemesi,
Riimeysa’nin federal davasinin Vermont’ta devam etmesi gerektigine karar
verdi. Yargig, hiikiimet ajanlarina, Riimeysa'nin en ge¢ 1 Mayis’a kadar
Louisiana’dan Vermont’a nakledilmesini emretti.

Federal hiikiimet, Riimeysanin Louisiana’da tutulmaya devam etmesini talep
ederek ve bu temyiz siireci devam ederken Bolge Mahkemesi kararinin
yluriitiilmesinin durdurulmasin isteyerek, (yetki alani icinde Vermont
Bolgesi'ni de kapsayan) Ikinci Temyiz Mahkemesine basvurdu.

= Mayis’ta, argiimanlar1 dinledikten sonra, Ikinci Temyiz Mahkemesi federal
hiikiimetin, temyiz siireci devam ederken nakil emrinin yiiriitiilmesinin
durdurulmasi talebini reddetti ve federal hiikiimete, alt mahkemenin kararina
uyarak Riimeysa’nin Louisiana’dan Vermont’a bir hafta i¢inde gotiiriilmesini
emretti.

Zaman tasarrufu acisindan, Riimeysa 9 Mayis’ta Vermont’ta yapilan kefalet
durusmasinda fiziken hazir bulunma hakkindan feragat etti. O durusmada,
yargic onun derhal serbest birakilmasina karar verdi.

10 Mayis’ta Riimeysa, Louisiana’dan Boston Logan Havalimani'na geldji;
burada avukatlar: ve birkac secilmis yetkiliyle birlikte bir basin toplantisinda
konustu.

Toplamda Riimeysa, Louisiana’daki ICE gozalt1 merkezinde 45 giin boyunca
hukuka aykir sekilde tutuldu.

Riimeysa, Tufts Universitesi'ndeki 6grenimine geri donmiis olup okulun Eliot-
Pearson Cocuk Calismalari ve Insan Gelisimi Boliimii'nde doktora
calismalarina devam etmektedir.


https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/04/13/tufts-student-rumeysa-ozturk-rubio-trump/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/04/13/tufts-student-rumeysa-ozturk-rubio-trump/
https://www.aclu.org/cases/ozturk-v-trump?document=Opinion-and-Order

17 Temmuz’da, Vanity Fair ve Tufts Daily Riimeysa’nin yazdig1, yasadigi
korkung seylerin ayrintilarini ve onunla birlikte hapsedilen kadinlarin
sikintilarini one ¢ikaran bir makaleyi birlikte yayimladi.

18 Agustos’ta Vermont Bolge Mahkemesi, Riimeysanin SEVIS kaydinin
iadesiyle ilgili taleplerinin Vermont’taki tutukluluk itiraz1 davasindan
ayrilmasina karar verdi.

SEVIS talebi Massachusetts Bolge Mahkemesine aktarildi.

30 Eyliil’de ikinci Temyiz Mahkemesi, Vermont Bélge Mahkemesi'nin nakil
emri hakkindaki hiikiimetin temyiz bagvurusunu dinledi. Bu mahkeme hala
kararim bildirmemistir.

Yine 30 Eyliil’de, Knight First Amendment Institute tarafindan Amerikan
Universite Profesérleri Dernegi ve diger davacilar adina acilan (Riimeysanin
davasindan ayr1) bir davada, bir federal yargic, sanik yetkililerin Filistin yanlisi
protestolara katilan misafir 6grencileri ve 6gretim tiyelerini tutuklama,
gozaltina alma ve siir dis1 etme politikasini izledigine; bu politikanin
amacinin Filistin yanlis1 konusmay ve Israil’i elestiren kanaatleri bastirmak
olduguna; bu politikanin Birinci Maddeyi ihlal edecek sekilde goriis ayrimeilig
olusturduguna karar verdi.
o Yargillama sirasinda, Riimeysa’nin gozalt1 siirecini yiiriiten Boston’daki
yardimci 0zel ajan “Kose yazisinda onun sug isledigini gosteren higbir
sey gormedim.” dedi.

8 Aralik’ta bir federal bolge mahkemesi, federal hiikiimete Riimeysa
Oztiirk’iin SEVIS 6grenci kaydim yeniden agcmasini emreden bir ihtiyati tedbir
karar1 verdi. SEVIS kaydinin yeniden acilmasi, Oztiirk’iin doktora egitiminin
bir parcasi olan istihdam ve arastirma faaliyetlerine katilmasina imkan
tanmiyacaktir.

Ocak 2026’da, AAUP v. Rubio davasi biinyesinde ortaya ¢ikan belgeler,
hiikimetin Riimeysa’y1 yalnizca koruma altindaki ifade ozgiirligi
kapsamindaki konusmalar1 nedeniyle gozaltina aldigimi acikca ortaya koydu.
Hiikimetin kendi i¢ belgeleri, yetkililerin Riimeysa’nin antisemitik herhangi
bir eylem ya da faaliyette bulunduguna dair hicbir kanitlarinin olmadigim
bildiklerini ve onun vizesini iptal etmek, gozaltina almak ya da sinmir dis1 etmek
icin dayandiklari tek gerekcenin bir 6grenci gazetesinde ortak yazar olarak bir
kose yazis1 kaleme almasi oldugunu gosterdi.

Subat 2026’da Riimeysa, ¢ocuk calismalar ve insan gelisimi alaninda
doktora derecesini aldi.


https://www.vanityfair.com/news/story/rumeysa-ozturk-what-i-witnessed-inside-an-ice-womens-prison
https://www.tuftsdaily.com/article/2025/07/op-ed-even-god-cannot-hear-us-here-what-i-witnessed-inside-an-ice-womens-prison
https://knightcolumbia.org/documents/ahmr9jfap2
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/07/15/pro-palestinian-academics-deportations-trial-00454324
https://knightcolumbia.org/blog/trial-evidence-reveals-concerted-effort-to-deport-noncitizens-for-their-political-speech

e 9 Subat 2026’da, kendisinin hukuk ekibi federal mahkemeye bir dilekce
vererek, bir go¢gmenlik hakiminin Riimeysa hakkindaki siireci sonlandirdigini
bildirdi. Go¢gmenlik hakimi, hitkiimetin Riimeysanin sinir disi edilebilir
olduguna dair yeterli kanit sunamadigina hiikmetti. Hiikiimet bu karar
Gocgmenlik Temyiz Kurulu'na tasimis olup halen burada devam etmektedir.

e Riimeysanin hukuki davasi su anda dort yerde devam etmektedir:
o GoOcmenlik mahkemesi
o Vermont Federal Bolge Mahkemesi
o Massachusetts Federal Bolge Mahkemesi
o Ikinci Temyiz Mahkemesi

Riimeysa’nin temsilciligini ve Amerikan Sivil Ozgiirliikler Birligi (ACLU), ACLU
Massachusetts, ACLU Vermont, CLEAR ve Emery Celli Brinckerhoff Abady Ward &
Maazel LLP yapmaktadir.

Dava hakkinda daha fazla bilgi icin:
https://www.aclum.org/en/cases/ozturk-v-trump

Riimeysa’nin makaleler okumak icin:

e https://www.vanityfair.com/news/story/rumeysa-ozturk-what-i-witnessed-
inside-an-ice-womens-prison

e https://www.tuftsdaily.com/article/2025/07/op-ed-even-god-cannot-hear-
us-here-what-i-witnessed-inside-an-ice-womens-prison

e https://www.thecut.com/article/rumeysa-ozturk-hearing-my-own-
scream.html
e https://www.aclu.org/news/immigrants-rights /rumeysa-ozturk-i-saw-the-

horrors-of-ice-detention-firsthand-it-is-no-place-for-a-child

e htips://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-
interactive/2026/feb/18 /rumeysa-ozturk-trauma-children-ice-gaza

Riimeysa tarafindan yazilan acgiklamalar1 okuyabilirsiniz:

2 Nisan’da: Riimeysa Oztiirk, avukat1 aracihigiyla paylastig1 bir aciklamada “Ben
cocuklar ve genclerle calisan bir doktora 6grencisiyim,” dedi. “Diinyadaki
adaletsizligin, siyahilere, yerlilere ve etnik azinliklara yonelik sistematik vahsetin,
cocuklar, gencler ve onlarin toplumlari iizerinde kalici olumsuz etkileri oldugunu
biliyoruz. Hayatim, ¢ocuklarin ihtiyaclarinm ve iyi olmalarim karsilamak i¢in bariggil
ve kapsayici yollar segmeye adanmistir. Diinyanin, birbirimizi dinledigimizde ve
farkli bakis agilarina yer verdigimizde daha giizel ve daha huzurlu bir yer olduguna
inantyorum. Yazmak, sistematik esitsizligi ele almanin en bariggil yollarindan biridir.
Tufts Daily’deki kose yazimda tiim insanlarin esit onur ve insanlik hakkim


https://www.aclum.org/en/cases/ozturk-v-trump
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/story/rumeysa-ozturk-what-i-witnessed-inside-an-ice-womens-prison
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/story/rumeysa-ozturk-what-i-witnessed-inside-an-ice-womens-prison
https://www.tuftsdaily.com/article/2025/07/op-ed-even-god-cannot-hear-us-here-what-i-witnessed-inside-an-ice-womens-prison
https://www.tuftsdaily.com/article/2025/07/op-ed-even-god-cannot-hear-us-here-what-i-witnessed-inside-an-ice-womens-prison
https://www.thecut.com/article/rumeysa-ozturk-hearing-my-own-scream.html
https://www.thecut.com/article/rumeysa-ozturk-hearing-my-own-scream.html
https://www.aclu.org/news/immigrants-rights/rumeysa-ozturk-i-saw-the-horrors-of-ice-detention-firsthand-it-is-no-place-for-a-child
https://www.aclu.org/news/immigrants-rights/rumeysa-ozturk-i-saw-the-horrors-of-ice-detention-firsthand-it-is-no-place-for-a-child
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2026/feb/18/rumeysa-ozturk-trauma-children-ice-gaza
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2026/feb/18/rumeysa-ozturk-trauma-children-ice-gaza

savundugum icin hedef alinmam, genclerin ve ¢ocuklarin haklarii savunma
kararhhigimi engellemeyecektir.”

Logan Havalimanr’ndaki Aciklamalar, 10 Mayis’ta:

“Herkese tiim desteginiz ve sevginiz icin tesekkiir ederim.

Son 45 giin icinde hem 6zgiirliigiimii hem de doktora ¢alismalarim icin ¢ok 6nemli bir
zamanda egitimimi kaybettim. Calismalarima, topluluguma, arkadaslarima,
profesorlerime ve 6grencilerime geri donmekten dolay: son derece heyecan
duyuyorum. Sevgili profesoriim ve laboratuvar arkadaslarim bugiin burada, bunu
ozellikle vurgulamak ve onlara tesekkiir etmek istiyorum. Jessie, Mahsa ve diger
bircok kisiden olusan inanilmaz yetenekli avukat ekibimle, davami mahkemede
siirdiirecegim.

Amerika Birlesik Devletlerine lisansiistii egitimimi stirdiirmek, 6grenmek,
akademisyen olarak gelismek ve arastirmalarimla, hocaligimla ve uygulamal
calismalarim ile ¢ocuk gelisimi alanina katkida bulunmak icin geldim.
Amerika diinyanin en 6nemli demokrasisidir ve paylastigimiz bu degerlere
inaniyorum. Amerikan adalet sistemine inaniyorum.

Bu donem kendim, kendi ¢evrem, Tufts’taki ¢evrem i¢in ve Tiirkiye’deki ¢evrem icin
cok zor gecti, ancak tiim destek, nezaket ve ilgi icin minnettarim. Danigsmanim
doktora tez onerimi hapishaneye gonderdi. Laboratuvar arkadaslarim bana telefonda
kitaplar okudu, boliimiim, profesorlerim, 6grencilerim bana cok sayida destek
mektubu, sevgi dolu ve teselli edici sozler gonderdi. Sendikam, benim ve uluslararasi
ogrenciler adina biiyiik caba, sevgi ve 6zen gostererek organize oldu. Bana mektup ve
moral veren ¢ok sayida harika insan vardi.

Son olarak, bir kez daha hatirlatmak isterim:
Liitfen go¢cmen gozalt1 sistemlerinde tutulan harika kadinlar1 unutmayin. Tamamen
onlenebilecek ¢igliklara ve acilara tanik olmaktan ¢ok yoruldum.

Tesekkiir ederim.”

30 Eyliil’de: Riimeysa Oztiirk, Ikinci Temyiz Mahkemesi'ndeki savunmalarin
ardindan “Yazmak, ifade 6zgiirliigiiniin kalbidir,” seklinde konustu. “Inanilmaz ama
yazdigim sey yani 6grenci gazetemizde yayimlanan tek bir goriis yazisi tutuklanmama
ve bahar doneminde 45 giin boyunca nemli, kalabalik ve insanlik dis1 kar amacli ICE
hapishanesinde tutulmama yol acti. Yasadiklarima ragmen, diinyamizin daha
merhametli ve daha bariggil bir yer haline gelebilecegine dair umudumu koruyorum
ve hikayemi duyan diger insanlarin da bunu yapacak giiciimiiz oldugunu bilmelerini
umuyorum. Bunu yapmak, adaletsizlik gordiiglimiizde sesimizi ¢itkarmakla bagslar.



Cocuklarin tutuldugu ICE hapishanelerinden savas ve ¢catisma icindeki ¢cocuklara
kadar, baski kiireseldir ve birbiriyle baglantilidir; bu yiizden bizim tepkimiz ve
merhametimiz de ayni 6lciide evrensel olmahidir. Davam ilerlemeye devam ederken,
gordiigiim yogun destek icin minnettarim ve demokrasimizin temel ilkelerinin galip
gelecegini umuyorum.”



