
D E C L A R A TI O N O F R O B E R T O D A NI E L C HI L A V E R T O L M E D O  

I, R o b ert o D a ni el C hil a v ert Ol m e d o , h er e b y d e cl ar e u n d er p e n alt y of p erj ur y p urs u a nt t o 2 8 
U. S. C. § 1 7 4 6 t h at t h e f oll o wi n g is tr u e a n d c orr e ct. 

1. I m a k e t his d e cl ar ati o n b as e d o n m y o w n p ers o n al k n o wl e d g e a n d if c all e d t o t estif y I
c o ul d a n d w o ul d d o s o c o m p et e ntl y a n d tr ut hf ull y t o t h es e m att ers.

2. I c a m e t o t h e U nit e d St at es fr o m P ar a g u a y i n M a y 2 0 2 3 b e c a us e of t h e vi ol e n c e I
e x p eri e n c e d i n m y h o m e c o u ntr y a n d m y n e e d f or s af et y.

3.  O n J ul y 1 0, 2 0 2 5, I w e nt t o a n i m mi gr ati o n c o urt h e ari n g at 2 6 F e d er al Pl a z a i n
M a n h att a n. T h e i m mi gr ati o n j u d g e g a v e m e a n ot h er c o urt d at e t o c o nti n u e wit h m y c as e
b ut t h e n as I l eft, I w as s urr o u n d e d a n d d et ai n e d b y I m mi gr ati o n a n d C ust o ms
E nf or c e m e nt ( “I C E ”) offi c ers i n m as ks. T h er e w er e a b o ut f o ur or fi v e of t h e m.

4. Fr o m J ul y 1 0 u ntil J ul y 1 6, 2 0 2 5, I w as h el d i n a h ol di n g c ell at 2 6 F e d er al Pl a z a.

5.  T h e c o n diti o ns at 2 6 F e d er al Pl a z a w er e a wf ul. W e w er e all k e pt i n a v er y s m all r o o m.
T h e n u m b er of p e o pl e i n t h e r o o m r a n g e d fr o m 4 5 t o u p w ar ds of 6 5 p e o pl e e v er y d a y.
T h e cr o w di n g m a d e it u n c o mf ort a bl e a n d I c o ul d n ot sl e e p. I r e m e m b er sl e e pi n g u pri g ht
f or t hr e e d a ys b e c a us e t h er e w as n o r o o m. T h er e w as n o air c o n diti o ni n g a n d si n c e t h er e
w er e s o m a n y p e o pl e i n t h e r o o m, it w as h ot. T h e offi c ers g a v e us al u mi n u m bl a n k ets t h at
w e pl a c e d o n t h e fl o or t o sl e e p o n. It f elt s o st uff y a n d it w as h ar d t o br e at h e.

6. I g ot a t hr o at i nf e cti o n b ut I n e v er s a w a d o ct or or n urs e. I di d as k a n offi c er f or h el p b ut I
w as i g n or e d a n d n o o n e t o o k a n y st e ps f or m e t o s p e a k t o a n y o n e. I r e m e m b er s o m e o n e
f ai nt e d a n d t h e offi c ers t o o k t h e m o ut of t h e r o o m a n d pl a c e d t h e m i nt o a s m all er r o o m t o
gi v e t h e m s p a c e t o br e at h e. T h at p ers o n n e v er s a w a d o ct or or a m e di c. O n c e h e w as
“ b ett er ” t h e y br o u g ht hi m b a c k i nt o t h e bi g r o o m. I f elt s o p o w erl ess a n d at t h e will of t h e
offi c ers. T h e li g hts w er e k e pt o n at all ti m es, i n cl u di n g o v er ni g ht, a n d I l ost tr a c k of t h e
d a ys.

7.  D uri n g m y si x d a ys, I h a d f o ur o n e- t o t hr e e- mi n ut e c alls wit h m y sist er. W e h a d t o f or m
a li n e w h er e a n offi c er w o ul d gi v e us a p h o n e a n d st a n d n e xt t o us as w e s p o k e.
S o m eti m es d e p e n di n g o n h o w l o n g t h e li n e w as, I w as o nl y a bl e t o s p e a k wit h m y sist er
at 1 a. m.. If s h e di d n’t a ns w er b ef or e it w e nt t o v oi c e m ail, t h e n I w as n ot all o w e d t o di al
a g ai n.

8.  W e h a d n o a c c ess t o a s h o w er at all —s o f or m e it w as f or si x d a ys at 2 6 F e d er al Pl a z a
a n d t h e n l o n g er w h e n I w as i n tr a nsit. T h e y g a v e us a d a m p t o w el t o cl e a n o urs el v es, b ut
it di d n ot h el p wit h t h e h e at w a v e, a n d w e w er e all s w e ati n g all t h e ti m e. W e di d n’t g et
t o ot h br us h es or t o ot h p ast e, a n d I c o ul d n’t cl e a n m y t e et h d uri n g t h e e ntir e ti m e I w as
t h er e. W e di d n ot h a v e m u c h pri v a c y i n t h e b at hr o o m. S o m e o n e h u n g u p o n e of t h os e
al u mi n u m bl a n k ets as a s hi el d t o a d d pri v a c y. S o m eti m es p e o pl e sl e pt i n t h er e, b ut t h e
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fl o or w as m u d d y b e c a us e p e o pl e tri e d t o w as h t h eir f e et i n t h e t oil et a n d l eft w at er 
s pl as h e d e v er y w h er e.  
 

9.  I w as als o h u n gr y b e c a us e w e w er e n ot gi v e n a d e q u at e f o o d. T h e f o o d w as m us h a n d w e 
o nl y r e c ei v e d it t wi c e a d a y. It w as b e a ns, c hi c k e n, a n d c h o c ol at e — alt h o u g h I a m n ot 
s ur e y o u c o ul d e v e n c all it c hi c k e n. It t ast e d s o f a k e. W e s a w t h e offi c ers p ut s o m e s ort of 
li q ui d i n t h e f o o d, mi cr o w a v e it a n d t h e n h a n d it t o us. It w as li k e f o o d f or s ol di ers. W e 
h a d t o e at it or w e st ar v e d. T h er e w er e p e o pl e t h er e w h o w er e di a b eti c, a n d I f elt b a d f or 
t h e m b e c a us e t h e f o o d w as v er y s w e et a n d t h e y c o ul d n ot e at m ost of t h e f o o d b e c a us e it 
w as u n h e alt h y a n d n ot a p art of t h eir di et.  

 
1 0.  I as k e d t o s p e a k wit h a n att or n e y b ut w as t ol d t h at w as n ot all o w e d u ntil m y h e ari n g.  

 

1 1.  T h e w h ol e ti m e t h at I w as at 2 6 F e d er al Pl a z a, I w as n e v er t ol d t h at I h a d a ri g ht t o s p e a k 
t o a l a w y er, a n d as n ot e d a b o v e I w as o n c e e x pli citl y t ol d t h at w as n ot all o w e d. I b eli e v e 
it w as a n I C E offi c er w h o t ol d m e t h at a n att or n e y c o ul d n ot d o a n yt hi n g f or m e. I w as 
als o n ot t ol d t h at I c o ul d us e m y o n e- or t w o- mi n ut e c all t o c all a l a w y er —fr o m w h at I 
u n d erst o o d; I c o ul d o nl y c all f a mil y. I w as n ot t ol d t h at t h er e w as a n y w a y t o r e q u est a 
c o nfi d e nti al l e g al c all, a n d I n e v er s a w a n y f or ms t h at c o ul d b e us e d t o d o t his. I n e v er 
s a w a n y i n di c ati o n t h at I c o ul d c all l e g al n o n- pr ofits or a l e g al r ef err al li n e t o tr y t o fi n d a 
l a w y er. I gr e w e x h a ust e d a n d it f elt h ar d t o h ol d o n t o a n y h o p e t h at w e w o ul d l e a v e.  
 

1 2.  Aft er si x d a ys, I w as tr a nsf err e d t o a n ot h er d et e nti o n f a cilit y i n T e x as. W e w er e i n tr a nsit 
f or a n e ntir e d a y, a n d I r e m ai n e d h a n d c uff e d a n d c h ai n e d at m y f e et t h e e ntir e ti m e. It 
w as p ai nf ul a n d m y wrists b e c a m e br uis e d. W e w er e n ot gi v e n f o o d or w at er t h e w h ol e 
d a y. I f elt t h at w e w er e tr e at e d i n h u m a n el y. I w as t h e n m o v e d t o J o e C orl e y i n T e x as 
w h er e I h a d a c c ess t o l e g al a n d f a mil y c alls. Aft er m y ti m e i n d et e nti o n, I t o o k a n or d er 
of d e p ort ati o n a n d w as r e m o v e d t o P ar a g u a y o n or ar o u n d S e pt e m b er 1, 2 0 2 5.  

 
1 3.  M y ti m e at 2 6 F e d er al Pl a z a aff e ct e d m e n e g ati v el y e m oti o n all y. It is v er y p ai nf ul t o 

t hi n k a b o ut m y si x d a ys t h er e a n d t h at m or e p e o pl e ar e g oi n g t o k e e p g etti n g j ail e d t h er e 
j ust f or g oi n g t o c o urt. It f elt a wf ul. It is t h e first pl a c e I C E offi c ers t a k e y o u aft er b ei n g 
d et ai n e d, a n d y o u h a v e n o i d e a w h y y o u’r e b ei n g p u nis h e d i n t h e first pl a c e. I w as i n J o e 
C orl e y D et e nti o n C e nt er aft er t h at a n d 2 6 F e d er al Pl a z a w as t h e w orst. T h er e w as n o 
l o c ati o n w ors e t h a n 2 6 F e d er al Pl a z a. 
 

1 4.  W h e n I arri v e d i n P ar a g u a y, I w as n ot f e eli n g w ell. I still di d n ot f e el li k e m ys elf. T h e 
d a y aft er m y arri v al, I w as  tr e at e d at t h e h os pit al b e c a us e I l ost c o ns ci o us n ess o n t h e 
str e et a n d l at er at t h e d o ct or’s offi c e. I r e c ei v e d p h ysi c al a n d n e ur al e x a ms, b ut t h e 
d o ct ors st at e d t h at t h er e w as n ot hi n g p h ysi c all y wr o n g wit h m e. T h e y s ai d I n e e d e d t o 
s p e a k t o a ps y c hi atrist. I h a v e i nt e ns e a n xi et y a n d I h a v e t o t a k e m e di c ati o n f or it. I n o w 
h a v e hi g h bl o o d pr ess ur e, w hi c h I di d n ot h a v e i n t h e p ast.  
 

1 5.  E v e n t h o u g h I a m i n P ar a g u a y, I f e el li k e m y ti m e at 2 6 F e d er al Pl a z a still h a u nts m e. It 
is a ni g ht m ar e a n d I c a n n ot b eli e v e t h at h u m a n b ei n gs c a n b e tr e at e d li k e t h at i n a pl a c e 
li k e t h e U nit e d St at es.  
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D at e d:           _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

R o b ert o D a ni el C hil a v ert Ol m e d o  
 
 

M a y 1 7, 2 0 2 6
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CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION

I, Deisy Flores, certify that I am fluent in both English and Spanish. On May 16, 2026, I

prepared a Spanish translation of the foregoing statement and gave the Spanish-language
translation to Mr. Roberto Daniel Chilavert Olmedo for his review prior to signing the foregoing
statement in English. The Spanish-language translation of the foregoing document was accurate

and correct to the best of my knowledge.

I declare under penalty of perjury, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746 that the foregoing is true and
correct.

Deisy Flores

Make the Road New York

104-19 Roosevelt Avenue

Corona, NY 11368

Tel:
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