
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

TALLAHASSEE DIVISION 

CAIR-FOUNDATION, INC. and  
CAIR FLORIDA, INC., 
 

Plaintiffs, 
 
v. 
 
RON DESANTIS et al.,  
 

Defendants. 

Case No. 4:26-cv-315-MW-MJF 

 / 

DECLARATION OF CELIN CARLO-GONZALEZ 

I, Celin Carlo-Gonzalez, declare as follows: 

1. I am over the age of eighteen and am competent to make this 

declaration.  

2. I am a lawyer with the American Civil Liberties Union Foundation. I 

represent Plaintiffs in this case.  

3. Attached as exhibits are copies of the following:  

a. Exhibit 1, Mitch Perry, Advocates Fear Florida’s Domestic 
Terrorist Law Could Reach Beyond Muslim Groups, Florida 
Phoenix (Apr. 7, 2026), https://perma.cc/845U-7JZ9. 

b. Exhibit 2, Video posted by Ron DeSantis (@GovRonDeSantis), X, 
Governor DeSantis Signs Legislation to Combat Terrorist Groups 
and Sharia Law (Apr. 6, 2026), https://x.com/i/broadcasts/
1yGBeMZRXOOKN (a screenshot of the initial post anouncing the 
broadcast, and the webpage on which the broadcast appeared, are 
attached as Exhibit 2). 

Case 4:26-cv-00315-MW-MJF     Document 19-3     Filed 07/02/26     Page 1 of 107



2 

c. Exhibit 3, Forbes Breaking News, BREAKING NEWS: DeSantis 
Unveils New Hardline Anti-Crime Legislation For Florida, 
(YouTube, June 16, 2026), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
gzgIjrSyB80 (a screenshot of the webpage on which the video 
appeared is attached as Exhibit 3). 

d. Exhibit 4, Excerpt of Defendant Ron DeSantis’s June 11, 2026 
Responses and Objections to Plaintiffs’ Requests for Admission, in 
CAIR-Foundation, Inc. v. DeSantis, No. 4:25-cv-00516-MW-MJF 
(N.D. Fla.).  

e. Exhibit 5, Fla. Exec. Order No. 25-244, Protecting Floridians from 
Radical Islamic Terrorist Organizations (Dec. 8, 2025), 
https://perma.cc/N5RK-6PLR. 

f. Exhibit 6, Ron DeSantis (@RonDeSantis), X, Members of the 
Florida Legislature Are Crafting Legislation to Stop the Creep of 
Sharia Law (Dec. 9, 2025, at 1:09 AM), https://perma.cc/7KUU-
WPFY. 

g. Exhibit 7, Video posted by Ron DeSantis (@RonDeSantis), 
Facebook, If You Are Here on a Student Visa as a Foreign National, 
and You’re Making Common Cause With Hamas, I’m Canceling 
Your Visa and I Am Sending You Home (Nov. 8, 2023), 
https://www.facebook.com/RonDeSantis/videos/if-you-are-here-on-
a-student-visa-as-a-foreign-national-and-youre-making-common-
/375019498247131 (a screenshot of the webpage on which the 
video appeared is attached as Exhibit 7).  

h. Exhibit 8, Press Release, CAIR, BREAKING: CAIR Says ‘Gaza 
Belongs to the Palestinian People’ After Trump Says U.S. Will ‘Take 
Over,’ ‘Own It’ (Feb. 4, 2025), https://perma.cc/VZ5X-SS6K. 

i. Exhibit 9, Press Release, CAIR, CAIR and CAIR-Florida Launch 
National Days of Action Demanding Immediate Release of 16-Year-
Old U.S. Citizen Mohammed Ibrahim (Nov. 6, 2025), 
https://perma.cc/2CS2-L2FV. 

j. Exhibit 10, Press Release, CAIR, CAIR, CAIR-FL Call Florida 
Mayor’s Attempt to Censor Oscar-Winning Palestinian 
Documentary ‘Racist and Unconstitutional’ (Mar. 13, 2025), 
https://perma.cc/27V9-K6UM. 
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k. Exhibit 11, Letter from Robert S. McCaw, Government Affs. Dep’t 
Director for CAIR, to Attorney General Pam Bondi (Apr. 7, 2025), 
https://perma.cc/JZV6-U6KG. 

l. Exhibit 12, Ron DeSantis (@RonDeSantis), X, Sharia Law Has No 
Place in the USA and is Incompatible with the Constitution (Oct. 9, 
2026, at 5:13 PM), https://perma.cc/MT3D-RZK4. 

m. Exhibit 13, Tell Ron DeSantis to Stop Wasting Time with Israel 
First Political Stunts Like ‘No Sharia Act,’ CAIR (Oct. 14, 2025), 
https://perma.cc/3XRC-W8M7. 

n. Exhibit 14, Liv Caputo, FL Cabinet Members Question Receipt of 
Taxpayer Dollars by Islamic Schools, Florida Phoenix (Oct. 27, 
2025), https://perma.cc/SDC5-NRYE.  

o. Exhibit 15, Wilton Simpson (@WiltonSimpson), X, As Senate 
President, Universal School Choice Was One Of My Top Legislative 
Priorities. Schools That Indoctrinate Sharia Law Should Not Be A 
Part Of Our Taxpayer-Funded School Voucher Program. (Oct. 27, 
2025), https://perma.cc/TQH6-NWKA. 

p. Exhibit 16, Ron DeSantis (@RonDeSantis), X, The Wages of 
Sharia… (Dec. 1, 2025, at 10:05 PM), https://perma.cc/GNV2-
8T9Y. 

q. Exhibit 17, Video posted by Florida’s Voice, (@FLVoiceNews), X, 
JUST IN: Gov. Ron Desantis Announced the Signing of Major 
Legislation in Florida Banning the Imposition of Sharia Law 
Statewide, Prohibiting State Funding for Groups Affiliated with 
CAIR or the Muslim Brotherhood, Outlawing Green New Deal-
Style Policies Like Carbon Taxes at the Local Level, and Extending 
the Statewide DEI Ban to All Local Governments (Apr. 24, 2026, at 
7:48 PM), https://x.com/FLVoiceNews/status/
2047764584358887549 (a screenshot of the webpage on which the 
video appeared is attached as Exhibit 17). 

r. Exhibit 18, Video posted by James Uthmeier 
(@AGJamesUthmeier), X, I joined Newsmax to Discuss Florida’s 
Newly Signed Legislation that Bans Sharia Law (Apr. 8, 2026), 
https://x.com/AGJamesUthmeier/status/2041982723892326557#m 
(a screenshot of the webpage on which the video appeared is 
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attached as Exhibit 18). 

s. Exhibit 19, Ron DeSantis, (@RonDeSantis), X, We Have a 
Responsibility to Defend and Reinvigorate Western Civilization and 
that Means Protecting Against Creeping Sharia in all its Forms 
(Apr. 6, 2026, at 10:47 PM), https://perma.cc/ZZU2-QRCY. 

t. Exhibit 20, Excerpt of Transcript of Mar. 5, 2026, Florida Senate 
Session. 

u. Exhibit 21, Lawrence Mower, Florida Gov. DeSantis’ Office 
Authored a ‘Terrorist’ Bill, Records Show, Miami Herald (Mar. 11, 
2026), https://perma.cc/JXT8-EFLJ. 

v. Exhibit 22, Excerpt of Transcript of Feb. 26, 2026, Florida House 
Judiciary Committee Meeting. 

w. Exhibit 23, Excerpt of Transcript of Mar. 3, 2026, Florida House 
Floor Debate. 

x. Exhibit 24, Video posted by Ron DeSantis, 
(@GovernorRonDeSantis), Facebook, Last night, I joined Sean 
Hannity on Fox News (Apr. 8, 2026), https://www.facebook.com/
GovRonDeSantis/videos/last-night-i-joined-sean-hannity-on-fox-
news/909300895276300/ (a screenshot of the webpage on which 
the video appeared is attached as Exhibit 28). 

y. Exhibit 25, Ron DeSantis, (@GovRonDeSantis), X, Governor 
DeSantis Announces Implementation of Florida Law to Combat 
Terrorist Organizations (July 1, 2026, at 1:00 p.m.), https://x.com/i/
broadcasts/1oJMvvjPyjlxQ (a screenshot of the webpage on which 
the video appeared is attached as Exhibit 29). 

z. Exhibit 26, Ron DeSantis, (@GovRonDeSantis), X, Last 
December, I signed an Executive Order to eliminate the influence of 
radical terrorist ideologies and the organizations that promote 
them in Florida (July 1, 2026, at 1:41 p.m.), https://perma.cc/Z9F3-
FBTF. 

aa. Exhibit 27, Ron DeSantis, (@GovRonDeSantis), X (July 1, 2026, 
at 6:48 p.m.), https://perma.cc/J5X3-CLML. 
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bb. Exhibit 28, Press Release, Executive Office of the Governor, 
Governor Ron DeSantis Announces Implementation of Florida Law 
to Combat Terrorist Organizations (July 1, 2026), 
https://perma.cc/2EDK-W3BC. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.  

Executed July 2, 2026.  

   /s/ Celin Carlo-Gonzalez   
   Celin Carlo-Gonzalez 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

TALLAHASSEE DIVISION 
 

CAIR-FOUNDATION, INC., and, 
CAIR-FLORIDA, INC., 
 
 Plaintiffs, 

v.                                        Case No. 4:25-cv- 
00516-MW-MJF 

RONALD DESANTIS, in his official 
capacity as Governor of the State of Florida. 
 
 Defendant. 
_______________________________/ 

 

DEFENDANT’S RESPONSES AND OBJECTIONS TO 
PLAINTIFFS’ FIRST REQUEST FOR ADMISSIONS 

Defendant Ronald DeSantis, in his official capacity as Governor of 

the State of Florida, responds to the First Request for Admissions 

(“Request”) propounded by Plaintiffs by and through undersigned 

counsel. These objections and responses are based on information 

currently available to Defendant. In the event Defendant becomes aware 

of additional responsive information, Defendant will supplement these 

objections and responses: 
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contemplated by the civil rules of procedure and the local rules of the 

Northern District of Florida.  

RESPONSES AND OBJECTIONS 

1. Admit that you issued the Executive Order on December 8, 
2025.  

RESPONSE: Admitted 

2. Admit that the EO does not designate CAIR-Florida as a 
terrorist organization. 

RESPONSE: Denied. 

3. Admit that all of the sources you relied upon to determine 
that CAIR is a “terrorist organization” are identified in the 
declaration of Jay K. Arnold, Jr., at paragraph 7. Doc. 37-1. 
(“Arnold Declaration”).  

RESPONSE: Admitted only to the extent that the sources listed were 
relied upon. Otherwise denied. 

4. Admit that the Arnold Declaration does not identify any 
sources showing that CAIR committed an act of violence. 

RESPONSE: Denied.  The Arnold Declaration identifies sources which 
show connections between violent terrorist organizations, who commit 
acts of terrorism, and Plaintiffs, who support and aid in those acts of 
terrorism.  

5. Admit that, at the time you issued the EO, there was no 
statute in Florida giving the Governor the power to 
designate a terrorist organization.  

RESPONSE: Defendant objects to this Request on the grounds that it 
calls for a legal conclusion.   
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Dated: June 11, 2026                   Respectfully submitted,  
 

JAMES UTHMEIER  
Attorney General  
 
RYAN D. NEWMAN  
Chief Deputy Attorney 
General  
 
DAVID M.S. DEWHIRST 
Solicitor General  
 
/s/ Tyler E. Gustafson 
JEFFREY PAUL DESOUSA 
(FBN 110951)  
JASON J. MUEHLHOFF  
Chief Deputy Solicitors 
General  
TYLER E. GUSTAFSON (FBN  
1049292)  
Assistant Solicitor General  
CASEY J. WITTE (FBN  
1070288)  
Solicitor General Fellow  
COLEMAN BATSON (FBN  
110018) 
Special Counsel 
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY  
GENERAL  
The Capitol, PL-01  
Tallahassee, Florida 32399  
(850) 414-3300  
jeffrey.desousa@myfloridalegal.com  
jenna.hodges@myfloridalegal.com  
 
Counsel for Governor DeSantis 
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NUMBER 25-244 
(Protecting Floridians from Radical Islamic Terrorist Organizations) 

WHEREAS, pursuant to section 874.03(7), Florida Statutes, a terrorist organization is any 

organized group engaged in or organized for the purpose of engaging in activity involving a violent act 

or an act dangerous to human life and is intended to intimidate, injure, or coerce a civilian population; 

influence the policy of a goven;unent by intiinidation or coercion; or affect the conduct of government 

through destruction of property, assassination, murder, kidnapping, or· aircraft piracy; and 

WHEREAS, the Society of Muslim Brothers (Muslim Brotherhood) was founded in Egypt in 

1928 and has developed into a transnational network with a long history· of engaging in or supporting 

viblence, includfog political assassinations and terror• attacks on civilians, for the purpose of 

establishing a world-wide Islainic caliphate and illlfl'&sing its Islamist system of belief across the globe, 

including in tlle.United States; and 

WHEREAS, the Muslim Brotherhood's Islamist ideology is irreconcilable with foundational 

American principles of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness reflected in the Declaration of 

Independence and the United States Constitution, especially including the right to religious freedom 

and the equal protection of the laws; and 

WHEREAS, on November 24, 2025, President Trump issued Executive Order 14362 to initiate 

"a process by which certain chapters or other subdivisions of the Muslim Brotherhood shall be 

considered for designation as Foreign Terrorist Organizations"; and 

WHEREAS, the Muslim Brotherhood supports a network of chapters and affiliated political 

entities and front organizations that engage in terrorism or funnel money to finance terrorist activities; 

and 
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Exhibit 6 
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April 7, 2025 
 
The Honorable Pam Bondi 
Attorney General of the United States 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530-0001 
 
RE: DOJ Must Investigate Killing of Palestinian-American Teen Omar Mohammad Rabea 
and Other U.S. Citizens Murdered by Israeli Forces 
 
Dear Attorney General Bondi: 
 
On behalf of the Council on American-
civil rights and advocacy organization, I write to urgently request that the U.S. Department of 
Justice, in coordination with the Federal Bureau of Investigation, launch a full criminal 
investigation into the killing of 14-year-old Palestinian-American Omar Mohammad Rabea, 
who was reportedly shot by Israeli soldiers near the entrance of Turmus Ayya in the Israeli-
occupied West Bank and later denied medical treatment, leading to his death. 
 
According to multiple accounts, Omar was participating in a protest alongside two other boys 
when he was shot in the stomach by an Israeli soldier. While the other boys were shot in the legs, 
Israeli soldiers reportedly detained Omar and refused to release him to paramedics until it was 
too late to save his life. Turmus Ayya, where the killing occurred, is home to hundreds of 
Palestinian-American citizens, including Illinois State Representative Abdelnasser Rashid and 
his family. 
 
This heinous crime marks yet another unaddressed instance of violence against American 
citizens perpetrated by Israeli soldiers or illegal settlers, and once again highlights a glaring 
double standard in the administration of justice.  
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Despite bipartisan congressional concern and calls from CAIR and over 60 other civil rights, 
interfaith, and human rights organizations, the DOJ has not pursued a single prosecution in any 
of these cases. We are especially disheartened that the Biden administration declined to act on 
previous demands including support for U.S. Representative André Carson  Justice for 
Shireen Act (H.R. 3477, 118th Congress) and continued to defer to Israeli self-investigations 
that have consistently produced no accountability. 
 
The failure to act sends a dangerous message to the world that the United States government 
may refuse to protect its own citizens based on their ethnicity, religion, or political identity. We 
urge the DOJ to affirm the equal worth of all Americans by investigating and prosecuting those 

 
 
This latest tragedy joins a long and disturbing list of American citizens killed by Israeli 
government or adjacent actors, including: 

 Shireen Abu Akleh, Palestinian-American journalist shot in the head by an Israeli sniper 
while clearly marked as press. 

 Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, a Turkish-American peace activist shot in the head by Israeli 
soldiers during a nonviolent protest. 

 Tawfiq Ajaq, a 17-year-old American fatally shot by an off-duty Israeli police officer. 
 Mohammad Khdour, another U.S. citizen and teen killed under similar circumstances. 
 Omar Assad, an 80-year-old Palestinian-American who died after being detained, zip-

tied, and abandoned by Israeli soldiers in the West Bank. 
 Rachel Corrie, a 23-year-old American human rights defender who was crushed to death 

by an Israeli military bulldozer in 2003 while trying to stop the demolition of a 
Palestinian home. 

 Jacob Flickinger, a 33-year-old US-Canadian dual citizen, aid worker with World 
Central Kitchen, killed in an Israeli airstrike on Gaza in 2024. 

 
We are not calling for special treatment only equal protection under the law for all Americans, 
regardless of their ethnic or religious identity. When Americans are murdered abroad, especially 
by actors from a U.S.-funded foreign military like Israel, our government has an obligation to 
respond with the full force of U.S. law. Failure to do so perpetuates injustice and undermines the 
principle that every American life matters. 
 
We respectfully urge the DOJ to: 

1. Launch an immediate and full investigation into the killing of Omar Mohammad Rabea. 
2. Reopen or initiate criminal investigations into the other aforementioned killings of 

American citizens by Israeli forces and illegal settlers. 
3. 

the law, regardless of their background or ancestry. 
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We stand ready to assist the Department in pursuing justice in these cases and will continue to 
advocate for the rights of American citizens who have been ignored and devalued for far too 
long. 
 
Sincerely, 

  
 
 
 
 

Robert S. McCaw  
Government Affairs Department Director  
Council on American-Islamic Relations  
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Extract of Statements Made by Representative Hillary Cassel Before  1 

House Judiciary Committee Meeting on February 26, 20261 2 

Representative Hillary Cassel: You can still protest in support of ideologies that 3 

you believe, but what you can't do on a college campus is if you've been designated 4 

through the due process that this bill provides to be named a domestic terrorist 5 

organization, which currently, by the way, there is no process currently, the 6 

governor signs an executive order, which I support designating the Muslim 7 

Brotherhood and care as a domestic terrorist organizations. He signed an executive 8 

order. That's our current process. We could go back to that members. But what my 9 

bill does is actually create a due process for these organizations. It gives them 10 

notice, it gives them a public hearing, it gives them a vote, and it gives them access 11 

to judicial review and an opportunity to petition to be removed, and only after 12 

they've been designated. 13 

 
1 Florida House Committee on Judiciary Meeting, recording of proceeding, at 
2:28:44 (Feb. 26, 2026), 
https://www.flhouse.gov/VideoPlayer.aspx?eventID=11180. 
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Extract of Florida House Floor Debate on March 3, 20261 1 

Representative Rayner: Is there an evidentiary standard in the bill that governs the 2 

chief or the cabinet's designation decision? And if so, can you point to the 3 

page number and line? 4 

Representative Cassell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you, Representative, 5 

for that question. This is not a judicial process, so there is no evidentiary standard. 6 

However, the bill creates a significant amount of due process prior to the 7 

designation of the domestic terrorist organization. 8 

 
1 Florida House Committee Floor Debate, recording of proceeding, at 3:41:00 
(Mar. 3, 2026), https://www.flhouse.gov/VideoPlayer.aspx?eventID=11197. 
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