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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

TALLAHASSEE DIVISION 

CAIR-FOUNDATION, INC. and  
CAIR FLORIDA, INC., 
 

Plaintiffs, 
 
v. 
 
RON DESANTIS, et al.,  
 

Defendants. 

Case No. 4:26-cv-315-MW-MJF 

 / 
 

JOINT STATUS REPORT 

Pursuant to the parties’ July 22, 2026 submission (ECF No. 39), the parties 

submit this joint status report regarding Plaintiffs CAIR-Foundation, Inc. (“CAIR”) 

and CAIR Florida, Inc.’s (“CAIR-Florida”) forthcoming motion for emergency 

injunctive relief.  

The Florida Department of Law Enforcement (“FDLE”) issued regulations 

implementing Florida Statute § 943.03102 on September 11, 2026. FDLE has 

transmitted a notice of intent to designate Plaintiffs as “domestic terrorist 

organizations” to Plaintiffs’ counsel. Counsel for both parties met and conferred on 

September 14, 2026, to discuss a briefing schedule for Plaintiffs’ motion for 

emergency injunctive relief if the Governor and Cabinet approve a designation of 

Plaintiffs as “domestic terrorist organizations.” Consistent with these discussions, 

the parties respectfully ask the Court to adopt the following schedule:  
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(1) Plaintiffs’ amended complaint and motion for a temporary restraining 
order/preliminary injunction shall be due October 1.  
 

(2) Defendants’ opposition brief shall be due October 15.  
 
(3) Plaintiffs’ reply brief shall be due October 22.  
 
(4) A hearing on Plaintiffs’ motion shall be held on October 27.  

 
(5) Pursuant to the implementing regulations, based on the current 

regulatory timeline, the earliest date that any designation of Plaintiffs 
as “domestic terrorist organizations” may become effective is 
November 5. To ensure that the Court issues a ruling on Plaintiffs’ 
motion before any designation becomes effective, and to provide the 
parties the opportunity for emergency appellate review before the 
effective date of any such designation, the parties respectfully request 
that the Court rule on Plaintiffs’ motion by November 2.  

Given the complexity of the statutory regime at issue and the number of 

constitutional issues that the parties intend to address, the parties also jointly 

request that the Court extend the default word-limits to the following: 

• Plaintiffs’ opening brief in support of their motion: 11,000 words 

• Defendants’ opposition brief: 11,000 words 

• Plaintiffs’ reply brief: 5,500 words 

The parties also discussed discovery and whether they intend to rely on 

declarations in lieu of live witnesses. At present, they believe it is likely that they 

will be relying on declarations in lieu of live witnesses and will not request 

discovery in connection with Plaintiffs’ motion, but the parties will continue to 
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confer on these issues and will provide an update to the Court if that becomes 

necessary.  

Dated: September 15, 2026       Respectfully submitted,  

 

/s/ Charles J. Cooper              

Charles J. Cooper (No. 248070DC) 
John D. Ramer (pro hac vice) 
Nicole J. Moss (pro hac vice) 
Riley W. Walters (pro hac vice) 
Jessica P. Craine (pro hac vice) 
COOPER & KIRK, PLLC 
1523 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
Tel: (202) 220-9600 
Fax: (202) 220-9601 
ccooper@cooperkirk.com 
jramer@cooperkirk.com 
nmoss@cooperkirk.com 
rwalters@cooperkirk.com 
jcraine@cooperkirk.com 
 
David M.S. Dewhirst 
Solicitor General 
Jason J. Muehlhoff 
Chief Deputy Solicitor General 
Tyler E. Gustafson (FBN 1049292) 
Assistant Solicitor General 
Office of the Attorney General  
�e Capitol, PL-01  
Tallahassee, Florida 32399  
(850) 414-3300  
david.dewhirst@myfloridalegal.com  
jason.muehlhoff@myfloridalegal.com 
tyler.gustafson@myfloridalegal.com 
 
Counsel for Defendants 

/s/ Ashley Gorski  

Hina Shamsi (pro hac vice) 
Ashley Gorski (pro hac vice) 
Celin Carlo-Gonzalez (pro hac vice) 
Charles Hogle (pro hac vice) 
Natalie Smith (pro hac vice) 
Patrick Toomey (pro hac vice) 
American Civil Liberties  
Union Foundation 
125 Broad Street, 18th Floor 
New York, NY 10004 
(212) 549-2500 
hshamsi@aclu.org 
agorski@aclu.org 
ccarlo-gonzalez@aclu.org 
charlie.hogle@aclu.org 
n.smith@aclu.org 
ptoomey@aclu.org 
 
Daniel B. Tilley (FBN 102882) 
ACLU Foundation of Florida 
4343 West Flagler Street, Ste. 400 
Miami, FL 33134 
(786) 363-2714 
dtilley@aclufl.org 
 
Scott D. McCoy (FBN 1004965) 
Aaron S. Fleisher (pro hac vice) 
Diego A. Soto (pro hac vice) 
Mary Ella W. Simmons (pro hac vice) 
Southern Poverty Law Center 
400 Washington Ave 
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Montgomery, AL 31604 
(771) 215-8661 
scott.mccoy@splcenter.org 
aaron.fleisher@splcenter.org 
diego.soto@splcenter.org 
maryella.simmons@splcenter.org 
 
Manoj S. “Sachin” Varghese  
     (pro hac vice) 
Mark L. Bailey (pro hac vice) 
Kayla P. Gannon (pro hac vice) 
Bondurant, Mixson & Elmore, LLP 
1201 W. Peachtree St. NW, Ste. 3900 
Atlanta, GA 30309 
(404) 881-4100 
varghese@bmelaw.com 
bailey@bmelaw.com 
polonsky@bmelaw.com 
 
Shereef H. Akeel* 
Samuel Simkins* 
Akeel & Valentine, PLC 
888 West Big Beaver Road, Ste. 350 
Troy, MI 48084 
(248) 269-9595 
shereef@akeelvalentine.com 
sam@akeelvalentine.com 
 
*Pro hac vice motion forthcoming 
 
Counsel for Plaintiffs 
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