
IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR THE STATE OF TENNESSEE 
TWENTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT, DAVIDSON COUNTY 

ASSOCIATED PRESS, et al., ) 
) 

) 

) 
) 
) 

) 

) 

) 
) 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 
No. 25-1513-111 

Chancellor Myles 
KENNETH NELSEN, in his official 
capacity as Warden of Riverbend 
Maximum Security Institution, and 

FRANK STRADA, in his official capacity ) 
as Commissioner of the Tennessee ) 
Department of Correction, ) 

Defendants. ) 

DECLARATION OF KENNETH NELSEN 

1. I, Kenneth Nelsen, declare as follows:

2. I am over the age of eighteen and have personal knowledge of the information

contained in this Declaration. 

3. I am currently employed with the Tennessee Department of Correction (TDOC)

and serve as the Warden of the Riverbend Maximum Security Institution (RMSI). 

4. As the RMSI Warden, I am familiar with TDOC's Capital Punishment Unit at

RMSI and the Lethal Injection and Electrocution Execution Protocols (Protocols). 

5. The Capital Punishment Unit includes several areas that are utilized before, during,

and after an execution, including but not limited to: (I) the Official Witness Room; (2) the Victim's 

Witness Room; (3) the Execution Chamber; (4) the Lethal Injection Room; and (5) the 

Executioner's Room. 

6. The layout of the Capital Punishment Unit and several provisions of the Protocols

affect the extent to which Victim's Witnesses and Official Witnesses are able to observe the 
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