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UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
VESTERN DI STRI CT OF WASHI NGTON

AT SEATTLE

_______________________________ )
STATE OF WASHI NGTON, et al ., ) NO. 2: 25-cv-00244- LK

Plaintiffs, )

V. )

DONALD J. TRUMP, in his )

official capacity as President )

of the United States, et al., )

Def endants. )

Washi ngton, D.C.
Friday, April 4, 2025

Deposition of LIZA Q BUNDESEN, a w tness
herein, was called for exam nation by counsel for
Plaintiffs in the above-entitled matter, pursuant to
notice, the witness being first duly sworn by
BESS A. AVERY, a Notary Public in and for the
District of Colunbia, taken at the offices of B&A
Litigation Services, 1029 Vernont Avenue, N W,

Washi ngton, D.C., commencing at 9:06 a.m, when were

present on behalf of the respective parties:
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APPEARANCES
ON BEHALF OF THE PLAI NTI FF STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
W LLI AM MCA NTY, ESQ
LAURYN K. FRAAS, ESQ
Assi stant Attorneys General
Attorney General of WAshi ngton
800 Fifth Avenue, Suite 2000
Seattle, Washington 98104-3188
(360) 709-6027
wi | liam ntcgi nty@at g. wa. gov
| auryn. f raas@t g. wa. gov
ON BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANTS:
VI NI TA B. ANDRAPALLI YAL, ESQ , SR COUNSEL
CHRI STIAN S. DAN EL, ESQ , TRI AL ATTORNEY
ROBERT C. BOVBARD, ESQ , TRI AL ATTORNEY
UNI TED STATES DEPARTNMENT OF JUSTI CE
Civil Dvision, Federal Prograns Branch
1100 L Street, NW
Washi ngton, DC 20530
(202) 305-0845
Vi nita. B. Andrapal | i yal @Qisdoj . gov
Christi an. S. Dani el s@isdoj . gov
Robert . Bonbar d2@usdoj . gov
ALSO PRESENT: M randa Berge, Esq. - HHS
Anna Jacobs, Esqg. - HHS
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| NDE X
W t ness:
LI ZA Q BUNDESEN
Exam nation by M. Mdnty.
Exam nation by Ms. Andrapalliyal.
Further Exam nation by M. MGnty.

EXHI BI TS
(Exhibits attached to transcript)
Bundesen Deposition Exhibits
Exhi bit 23 Subpoena Duces Tecum.
Exhi bit 24 Bundesen CV
Exhibit 4 Termnation letter, dated 2/28/25
Exhibit 3 Presidential Docunents fromthe
Federal Register Vol. 90, 1/20/2025,
Executive Order
Exhibit 5 Exhibit 5, article fromjournal
Nat ur e
Exhi bit 8 Meno from N Hto Institute and .
Center Chief Gants Managenent O ficers,
2/ 12/ 2025

Page

104
. 110

Page
12
15
33
65

68

I
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EXHI BI TS
(Exhibits attached to transcript)

Bundesen Deposition Exhibits Page
Exhi bit 7 Meno fromNIHto Institute and . . . . 79

Centers Chief G ants Managenent

Oficers, 2/13/2025
Exhibit 20 NIH G ants Policy Statenment . . . . . 81
Exhibit 25 Application for Federal Assistance . . 92
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that right?

A Yes.

Q That's the sane day that you tal ked with
Rachel Riley?

A Yes.

Q Was this the only termnation letter that
went out on February 28t h?

A No.

Q How many term nation letters went out on
February 28th?

MS. ANDRAPALLI YAL: (bj ection, assunes
facts not in evidence.
THE WTNESS: | don't renenber.

BY MR Md NTY:

Q Do you know if it was nore or |ess than
ten?

A | think it was nore than ten, |ess than
30.

Q kay. And do you know how the decision to
make the grants that were term nated was nade?

A | do not.

Q Ckay. Do you know who nade the deci sion?

A | do not.

Q Do you recollect the circunstances that

led up to the term nation of those grants on
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February 28t h?

A Can you please clarify.

Q How did you first learn that grants were
going to be term nated on February 28t h?

A | received a text nessage over M crosoft
Teans from Janes McElroy. He said, Liza --
sonething to the effect of: Liza, can you pl ease
get in touch with Rachel Riley ASAP, she's been
trying to reach you.

| " m par aphr asi ng.

| said, Janes, |I'msorry, | do not know
who Rachel Riley is. And then shortly thereafter,
Janmes called ne over a Mcrosoft Teans video call,
and so he was there and Rachel Riley was there. She
i ntroduced herself as being part of DOGE, who was
wor ki ng with HHS,

And she inforned nme that a nunber of
grants will need to be term nated and that
Matt Menoli will be sending ne an e-mail, a |ist of
grants in an e-mail shortly thereafter.

Q Did she explain why the grants were being
term nat ed?

A No.

Q Did you ask?

A She expl ai ned that -- excuse ne, let ne
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clarify.
She said that the current adm nistration's
OGC has a different opinion fromthe previous
adm nistration's OGC on grant term nation and,
therefore, we will need to termnate grants by the
end of the day.
| did not ask what, you know, what grants
because | just literally was a little bit confused
and caught off guard. And so | waited to see what |
woul d receive by e-nmail.
Q And then what did you receive by e-mail?
A | received an e-mail from Matt Menoli that
said sonething to the effect of: Liza, the attached
list of grants need to be term nated by COB today.
And there was an Excel file attached to the e-nmail.

Q And did you | ook at the Excel file?

A Yes.

Q And can you describe it for ne.

A It was a list of grants -- well, you know,
|"mtrying -- | don't exactly renmenber all of the

cells in the Excel file, but it was a |ist of
grants. | can't renenber if it had the grant
nunbers, the titles, the institutions. |t had sone
conbi nati on.

Q Did it give any reason why the grants were
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bei ng term nated?

A No.

Q And what did you do next after you got
that nmeno from Matt Menoli ?

A And pl ease allow ne to clarify.

Al so attached in the e-mail, | forgot to
mention, Matt said attached is an OGC- approved
termnation letter, which was the tenplate. So then
after | received the e-mail, | took a | ook at the
list and then | called Ms. Mchelle Bulls to talk
t hrough next steps.

Q And what did you say to Mchelle?

V5. ANDRAPALLI YAL: QObjection, calls for
the provision of deliberative information. |'d ask
the witness not to answer insofar that it would
di vul ge del i berative information.

THE WTNESS: Also, in addition to talking

with Mchelle, | also talked with, on the sane phone
call, Teans call, wth our Ofice of General
Counsel .

MR MANTY: Ckay. So I'mjust going to
say for the record that the deliberative process
exenption applies to comruni cati ons nmade prior to a
decision that's made and only to the extent that

they are, in fact, deliberative comunications. So
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here a decision had al ready been nade, so | don't
think the deliberative process exenption applies.

| f you nmake an offer of proof, want to put that on
the record.

MS. ANDRAPALLI YAL: Again, the
del i berative process privilege routinely applies to
prot ect pre-decisional and deliberative
communi cati ons about a decision even if --
regardl ess of whether it has al ready been nmade, for
exanpl e, in enpl oyee cases where deliberative
process privilege is routinely invoked to protect
docunent s about decisions that have al ready cone to
pass. And the purpose of the privilege is to
prot ect agency deliberations decision nmaking to
ensure that folks can frankly discuss their concerns
wi t hout bei ng concerned about that information
making its way out of the governnent.

So | am happy to provide case | aw shortly.
| f we could take a break, and if we could do that
now?

BY MR MG NTY:

Q Ms. Bundesen, when you got the e-mail from
Matt Menoli was it your understanding that the
decision to term nate the grants had al ready been

made?
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