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LOREN MILLER 
THOMAS G, NEUSOM 
SAMUEL C. SHEATS 

2824• S, Western Avenue 
1-os Angeles 18, Califo.rnia 

Telephoner RE l-4143 

A, L. W'IRIN 
FRED OKRAND 

25'{ South Spring Street 
Los Angeles 12; California 

Telephone: Ml\ 4-9708 

HERBERT A . BERNHARD 
3540 W1lsh1~ Boulevaz•d 
Loa Angeles 5, California 

Telephone: DU 5-7101 

Attorneya for Pl~intiffs 

12 

13 

14 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

15 MARY ELLEN CRAWFORD, a Minor1 by 
ELLEN CRAWFORD, her Guardian Ad 

16 LitemJ IUITA WATKINS, a Minor 6 by 
CLAM l\l. WATI{INS, her Guardian .Ad 

17 Litem, for and in behalf of them­
selves and all pupils of the Da 11id 

18 Starr ,Jordan H:tgh School) similar-

19 

20 

21 
v. 

Pltdntiffs, 

BOARD OF EDUCATION OF TH.E CITY 
22 OF' LOS ANGELES, 

23 Defendant,. l __________________ ) 

I 

822854 

No. 

C01J!PLAINT FOR D'.ECLARATORY 

JUDGMENT J\ND INJUNCTION 

24 

25 

26 Plaintiff Mary Ellen Crawford resides at 9601 riJaie Avenue, 

27 Loe Angeles, California. She is a pupil at the David Starr Jordan 

28 High School; she 'ls a Negro, 

29 Plalntlff Inita Wa-tkina resides at 2166 E. 97th Street, 

30 Los Ang~s, California. She is a pupil at the David Starr Jordan 

31 Ii High School; sh':! is a Negro, 

32 Each or the plaintiffs bring th.is action for and in behalf 
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I 

I: 

1 of themselves, and f'or and 1.n behalf of' all the pupils. of the ea.id 

2 David Starr Jordan High School { to be h!!ireina.fte.r rere~:t>e.d tb aa 

3 Jordan High School} all of whom are of the Negro/race~ all or whom 

4 have been discriminated against solely pecause of their race., to be 

5 set forth hereinafter~ and who aria too .numerous all to be named as 

6 plaintiffs hereinJ being ov-er 1600 in nwnbe.r, 

7 II 
I 

8 I The defendant i13 the govertring agency admin1ste1~ing the pub-

9 lie schools. located, wHhin the Los Angeles School District., including 

10 part:l.cularly the Jo:r.dan High School. 

11 III 

12 Attached hereto, ma.rlced Er.hibit A, and incorporated herein 

13 by ref-01°e11ce iB a po1•tion of a :map puJ.)1:lshed by said defenc.'lant Board 

14 show:lng the location of sa:Ld High Schoolj as well as oi' the Southgate 

15 Hie;l1 School, approxim;;,.tely one and one-•half miles distant from said 
I 

16 I Jordan High S,ll1ool. Said map also show13 the respective- school district 

17 in wM.ch aaid high schools are locateci. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

The school districtD iri which said Jordan High Sahool and 

sa:Ld Southgate High Schoo1J 1•E.Jr:rpecUvely, are located, are respectively 

Yirtuall;y- completely racially segregated districts, the forme:r being 

1r:l.r•tually entir•ely (namely over 99;\S) Negr() l and. the latter being vir­

tually completely (namely: over 97%) wl:11 te, 

Pupils livtng in aaiQ. districtsi of h1gh school age, re­

epec-tivcl;,, are required by the defendant Board to attend said segre­

gated high schools; respectively, 

All of the pupils in said Southgate nigh School are r;>f the 

Caucanian race, ,·dth the exception of approximately five pupils, 

Sa:J.d high ;;ichool.s are segregated high schools, the former 

Negro, th,~ latter white, 

IV 

A.t a time to t1rn plaintiffs unlmown, and known exclusively 

to "tho defendant Board, aa:i.d Boa.rd determined to anla1•ge the oapaeit;y•·: 
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of~ and otherwise to rebuild; sa.141. Jordan Eigh S~hool.; and. to· e:xpenri 

approximately $1,oooJooo.oo to enlarge and t>~bti:tld said High ~hoolJ 

the Board ~nd its membera knew the racial ool1\l)os1tion or sa:ict High 

School, namely that H :I.$ 100% Mes.;ro, a.n.d knew that sai<! enlargement 

of said High School would have the ef'f.'ee1; of'•!llaintait\ing, indurat1.na; 
and perpetuating said /Ugh School aa a Na~l'O :racially segregat·e-a. 

High School. 

V 

Th€/ d.efendant Board 1'..as neretof9re 3 on numerous occasions.,; 

been request~d to taklil corrective ,measurea to desegre~'t;E! :said Jordan 

High Schot)lJ and/or to l!rlill'linate the rMial imbalance the:t'einJ but 

sa1.d Eourd haa ref.used, and now does ref·uae to do ao,. 

Said Board has additionally- hex•etofore been requested not 

to e.:i-.--pend publ:l.c funds to enlar•ge said !l:1$11 School> until it ha.a 

f:ir13·t taken the correct1Ye steps a.f'o11 eaaid~ b,tb :tt has rejected aaid 

request o.lM, 

Said Board will expencl the moniea. afovesaid, ,rithout first 

taking t;he co:::•rectiva stepB hereinabove s~t fol:'th, unlese enJo.ined 

from si.tch e.xpendit;u1,e by th:l.s Cour't;. 

VI 

The ;r.aintona.nce by the defendant Board of said .Jordan High 

School as a racially segregated schQoll and th€l plan and purpose 6i' 

said Board to cont,:1..nue to lllB.intain, indurat1;11 and perpetuate said 

m.gb Sci1ool a'3 a racially mog:rega,ted schooli deprivea the plaintiffs, 

and each of them, and all of the :pupils at se.1.d High School, o.f .eq_ual 

opportunities for education} a,nd deri:Lea them the equal prot.ection of 

th~ lawaJ ar, guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment to the Oonetitu­

tion of tho Un-lted States, and of dl.l.e pi•OQeaa of la1-f in abridgement 

of said Fourteenth ;\mend.jlent; .and deprivea them of similar rlghta 

guaranteed by the Consti u, tion of the Sta. te of' California. 

Sa:ta acta of the defendant Board oona.titute.t add,itionally, 

invidious and unconstitutional rao:la.J. d1sorimina1;ionJ in violation 
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i: 
·Ii• 

5 

6 
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10 

11 I 
! 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

of the conatitutional provisions. afore-aaid. 

VII 

Unless the defendant Board takes immediate affirmative 

measu1•es to deaegrega:te uaid High School, and1 unless said .Board re­

frains from expending the moniee aforesaid, without first talcing such 

corrective steps, the plaintii'fl\l are being and will bes dep:rived of 

their constitutional righta as. hereinabove set forth, 

iTIII 

Such deprivation reaulte in irreparable injury, for which 

the plaintif.fs ha.ve no" and/or no adeq~te remedy at law, 1n tha.t 

(1) because intangible coni:aidet'fltione .relating to the abil­

ity to learn and exchange views with other students, a segregated 

publ:!.c high school does not provide equal educational opportunities 

to the plaintiffs; and 

(2) separation of tha plaintif'fa and others of similar age 

and qualifications solely because of race, may produce a feel.ing of 

17 I in~eriority which can never be removed. 

18 IX 

19 A oontroversy e2tiets between the plaintiffs and the de.f'end-

20 ant a:s follows: 

21 The plaintiffs contend that the defendant Board 1s um1tar 
i 
I 22 i ·l;wo legal and constitutfonal duties; 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

23 

29 I 

30 

31 

32 

1) not to take any affirmative action which maintains al111/'or 

perpetuateo racial imbalance; and, henca~ not to enlarge or J.>eb,uild 

the Jordan High .Scho,:>l, withou.t first taking steps to desegregate aaid 

High SchoolJ and 

2) to tal;:e affirma',ive corrective measures to remove the 

racial imbalance at said High School, 

The defendant Board contends that it haa neither of the 

above two legal or conntitutional duties. 

X 

Wherefore, plaintiffs seek, for themselves.i and for all ot 
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the p-upila at said Jordan High School, relief as follows: 

1. For a. declare tory Judgment 

a) declaring the:!.r rights, :l.f an~herein; and declaring 

the duties, if anyi of the defendant Board; 

b) d-eclar1ng that the defenda11t Board :ts under a legal 

and constitutional duty to take immediate measures to corroot the 

racial imbalance at the Jordan High School, 

2. For a judgment adjudging the acts of the defendant Boa.rd 

to .ha.Ye depr·i,red the plaintiffs or the -equal protection of ·ths laws, 

and of: due process of law. 

3. Fo·r a Judgment requiring the defendant Board to take, 

forthwith, stepfl to correct the racial imbalance at the Jordan High 

School, 

4. For a. preliminary inJunction, pendente lite~ a,nd/oi:r 

until furth-sr- orders of the court,, enjoining the defendant Boarad from 

•:)nlarging the Jordan High School, and/or expending any funds for con­

struction and/or reconBt.ruct1on of said High School. 

5, For nuch other relief aa may be appropriateJ and.for 

their costs. 

LOREN MILLER 

T'.tlOMAS G. :NEUSOM 

SAMUEL C . SHEATS 

. A. L. WIRIN 

FRED OKRAND 

HERBERT A , BERNHARD 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs. 
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ll 'ii 
I 

(VERIFICATION - 446 and 2015.5 C.C.P.) 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, } 

County of Los Angeles ss. 

one of - .. ___ , 
I, the und,Jrrigned, say: I am fthe pla intiffS 

In the above entitled action; I have read the foregol'lg Co.'lmla:i.nt for Declaratory Jud~nt 

and In.junction 

and know the content• thereof; and that the same Is true of mv own 1.-nowledge, except as to the matters whlc1, are -therein 

s/atecl upon my information or belief, and as to those matters that I believe it tobe true'.' 

l certify (ur dcciare) under penalty of peryury,_ that the foregoing Is tn,;, and correci. 

Executed u,._ ___ .J-'LJ'-'1_3~1,--l9,_6..c;;?~, _____ at Los. Angeles C~lifornia. 
(date) (place) • --- -· - -· _ 

c 1.,.,4-,e .rr/71 -tJA-: r1c1w:s 
• (Signarure) ___ ., __ _ 

Received copy of the wiu.1u·u... ______________ thfs ____ day o,~---------~- 19 __ 

Attorney for _______________ _ 

Received copy of the with..,_·,._ _____________ this ____ day o-~----------, 19 __ 

Attorney for ______________ _ 

___ ., __ _ 
(PROOF OF SERVICE BY MAIL -101$a, and 2015.5 C.C.P.) 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, } 

County of Los Angeles ss. 

employed in 
I, tho u11dersig11ecl, say: I am and was at all times herein me ntioncd, a citizen of the United States and a resid,Jnt of the 
County of Los Angeles, over the age of eighteen years and not a party to the within action or proceeding; that 

residence 
My business address is---------------------~---------------

that on ____________ ~ 19 __ 1 served the within---------,-----------

011 the __ ·n said action or proceeding bv deporitlng ,,°true copy thereof, lnclosed In a sealed 
enoelope with postage thereon fully prepaid, In a mall-box, sub-post office, robstatlon, or mail chute (or other like_fadlily), 
regularly maintained by the Government of the United State& atl ----'------------'-------

in the Citv of Los Angeles, California addre&sed to the attorney-----1)/ record for sa·---------------

residence 
al the office address of said attorney ___ , as follows: Z " 

I certify ( or declare) under penalty of peryury that the foregoing Is true and correct. 

Executed on-------:-:---:--------- al---------,--,---------- California 
(date) (pkice) 

(Signature) 

llf deposited in the United States Post Office, cross out appropriate words and Insert "In the United State., Post Office". 2Here 
quote from envelope name, and address of addressee. 

COAST STATIONERY CO. 
FORM J82 
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I K 

WIRIN, RISSMAN, OKRAND & POSNER 
ATTORNE:YS AT LAW·. • •••• 

2?57 SOUTH SPRING STREET. 

LOS ANGELES 12, CALIFO~NIA 
1 MA01s~fi' 4-S··ioe 
~~ •• 

i 
I 
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:tOREH HILIER 
THOMAS G. NE"IJ[:O;;J J,., .L.. \URrn. 
sAMUEti cf: slttNrs FRED OKRJ\ND 

H.t .. "'IBERT A • 
BERl:IHARJ"') 

Attornc,y for . .P4J.nti.t'.{'a...... .... . .................... . 

.29?~. $ ,. w~a:te:m Av.e .... .257 .s .... Sp:l:ing 
3540 Wil­

shire 
Los 

:\";Q!L.M.g~l!:l!L 18,; .. 
Addre,;s 

RE l-4lll3• 
Telephone: 

SUMMONS 

Angeles 5 

i11-i. 4-97c8 DU 5-7101 

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 822854 

MARY ELLEN CR,'\.WFOR.U, a Mino1•,11 by ELLEN CRAWFORD, l-e l' Guardian .Ad Litem; 
······························~·······•············································-·--.············-·--·············-·················· .. ·······-······· 

INITA WATKINS, a r!~~.?1:'•. by ___ C~-1\ .. _~L __ WATKil{S, __ her .. Guard1an .. M .. L1tem,-._J'cir .... 

and in behalf of them~~~"-"-~.11-2:~i···~~l . r;nipils .. of_ .. the .. David._ Starr .. Jordan···-·····-··· 

High Scho()l, B~"l;lc1:t•~~. s1~~~-~~~.a 
Plaintiff(s) 

vs. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE CITl CF .. LOS .. ANGELES, ............................................................... . 

Defondant~) 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA to the above narned ·-···-··········-······-······ ................ Defondant(s): 

You are directed to appear in an action brought against you by the above na..-ned plaintiff ..... . 
in the Superior Court of the State of California for the County of Los Al;geles, and to answer the 

............. ................... .................... Complaint therein within ten days after the service on you of 
this Srmunon~, if served r;rit!1in the County of Los Angeles, or within thirty days if served elsewhere, 
.ind you Jre notified that unless you appear ,md answer as above required, the plaintiff ...... will take 
j udgrnent f\.1!' s.ny n1cney or damages den1anded .in the .................................................................... _ ................. . 
Co111plaint 1 a:; arising upon contract, eir ;vill apply to the Cou1.~t for any other relie.f demanded in 
the ... ....... . .......................................... Complaint. 

Dated. 

(SE:AL) 

AUG -1 i963 

WILLIAJYI G. SHARP, County Clerk and Clerk of 
the Superior Court of the State of California for 
the County of Los Angeles 

E. Robinson By ............................................................................ Deputy 

{Space belo~ ror notice whr::n required by Sec. 410, ,f,j,t, C.C.l'.) 

•APPEARANCE: "A\Jfondanl appcar5 in an action when he answers, demurs, files a notice of motion to strike, or gives the 
plaintiff written notice of his appearance, or when an attorney gives notice of appearance for him." (Section 1014 Code of Civil 
Pr,,ccU11rc.) 
Answers, clemurrr.r::. P..nd aJI other pleadings, must b,! in writing, in fotm pursuant to rule of court, ACCOilIPANIED \VITll 'I·lffi 
~fICCESSA.RY Fit.:E, and filcU with the Cieri\. of thts Court, r.nd should be accompanied by proof of service of n. copy theteof lm 

plniutiff or his attorney. 
A plca<linr, is a formal allcg;ation of a claim Ol' defense. (Section 420 Code of Civil Procedure). It must be typi!wrltten. or printed 
0n l;i:..;ui ~;i,:e opaque \1:hite pap~r with rmmbl!l't~d linei;, bound at the top, numbered consecutive!~~ at the bottom. (Rule 2011 Rules 
f:ot· lltc'Sup('rio:- Courts\. 

(Sec reverse side for Proof of Service) 

SUJVIMONS 
i6 S Kl!IU--1/fi:I (OVRU) 
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DECLARATION OF SERVICE 

I, the undersigned, hereby state: That I was, at the time of the service of the papers herein referred to over 
the age of eighteen years and not a party to the within entitled action; I served the: within summons by de­
livering to and leaving with the person or persons personally, hereinafter named, a· copy thereof; together 
with a copy of the compiaint therein mentioned, at the address and on the date set forth opposite each name 
of said person or persons, in the County of ................................................................................................................ , State of 
California, to-wit: 0 

Nnme of Dcfendantfl S•.:rved City an<l Street Address Date of Service 

iviy fees for services are: $. . for .. 

$ ... . , Total, $ ....... . 

That if the above service was against a corporation, or against associates conducting business under a com­
mon name in the manner authorized by Section 388 of the Code of Civil Procedure, a notice that the person 
w:is served on behalf of said corporation or said associates appeared on the copy of the summons that was 
served, as required by Section 410 of said Code. 

That if service of within summons was made upon the person served as an individual as well as on behalf of 
the corporation or a:,sociates conducting a business under a common name, notice of that fact appeared on the 
copy of the summons that was served. 

That if a defendant was served under a fictitious name a notice of identity was endorsed on the face of the 
copy of the summons as required by Secti~n '17'± of the Code of Civil Procedure . 

Fee for Service $ ... 

Executed on . 

... , J\'Iilcage S ........................... , Total $ ........................................ . 

. ......... , at .............................................................................................. , California. 
{plai.:t!) 

I declare under penalty of p0rjury that the foregoi11g is true and correct. 

(Sjgnature o!: De:clarant) 

¢. If service is ll!JOn :1 cr.rporation, part:1ersllip, or as:;ociation, filat-~ its name and the name and offic~aJ title of person to whom 
copy of •.•:ilhin i!- deli\••Jrcd. , ·-~?- • 
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