September 12, 1941

PROPOSED RESULUTION FOR SUB.4ISSIO.: TO THE 30aARD OF DIRECTORS CF
THE anERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNIOM REGARDING RELATIOYSHIP WITH
- LOCAL AFFILIAT&S

In order .o clarify &« numver of )oints which have arisen concerning
the relation of local affiliutes with tlie national organization and to
ench othier, the 3o0ard of Directors, after consultation with local nf-
r1llsteg, hereby adopts the followvling resolutions:

l. o local comnittee affiliated with the Unioir shall take epction
in regard to nati~rnal legisiantion pending before Congress except 1ir ac-
cordance with the position teken by the national organization., In the
ci se of leglisletinn on which the national organizastion doee not nct,
local «ffllintes nre free to express themselves as they wish, Where the
nublications of the Uninn have not nmsde clerr the Union'e poeition as tn
n perticular bill, local sffilirtes should consult the national offlice
before nrcting. (This imnlements tre by-l2ws of the Inion, which provide
thet "on rnrtionnl i1ssues no affiliate mav take 2ction deemed by the
inerd of Directors centrary to that of the natinnsl organization')

2. Yelther the Civil Liberties Ynion nor its affillrtes may favor
nor opnose the candidacy of any person for elective or anpointive publlc
office, local or natlonnl.

3. ¥No locsl affilicte ghall take atinon on any matter arising in
the are:s covered by any other local afflllate without the consent of
that group.

4. The national office of the Uni»sn may act on sny l1ocal mestter
on which s locul committee declines to act, but only after consultatinn
with the local committee.

O, “henever ua referendum vote is taken of the active membership
of tl.e corporation (the sSoard of Directors and National Commitiee),
active affiliated comulittees will be glven the opportunity to express
thelr view of the issue 1in order to get the muximum expression of
opliiion from those most active in the Unlion's work. The views of local
uffill: tes, hovever, are wlthout legal force and will be regaraed sgniely
Aag 1dvilsory.
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