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-The Honorable George V. Voinovich
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510-3504

Dear Senator Voinovich: ,

Thank you for your letter to President George W. Bush concerning the incidents that
occurred at the Abu Ghraib prison. The Department of Defense (DoD) appreciates your
recognition of the efforts of our men and women serving in Irag. The BoD is working as
efficiently and effectively as possible, and within the constraints of the law, to reach
closure on the Abu Ghraib issue.

I understand your concern about the effect that this may have had on our relationship
with the Iraqis and other Arab and Muslim States. I assure you that the DoD is taking
appropriate action to make certain that the reputation of the United States does not suffer
but is strengthened by using a transparent justice system to hold those xpvolved
accountable for their actions.

Again, thank you for your letter to the President. Please let me know 1ﬂ I may provide
additional information about the Department of Defense. :

Sincerely,

D0 bios

Daniel J. Dell’Orto !
Prmcipal Deputy Generat Counse}
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Alan E. Kazdin, PhD, ABPP

President, American Psychological Association
750 First Street, NE

Washington, DC 20022-4242

Dear Dr. Kazdin:

Thank you for your letter of October 2, 2008, to President Bush, informing us of
the new policy of the American Psychological Association (APA) prohibiting
“psychologists from any involvement in interrogations or any other operational
procedures at detention sites that are in violation of the U.S. Constitution or international
law.” 1 have been asked to respond to your letter.

It has been Departiment of Defense (DoD) policy to utilize psychologists in both
forensic and clinical roles, including as behavioral science consultants to interrogation
and detention operations. DoD Policy concerning these operations prohibits toriure and
cruel treatment of detainees and requires that detainees arc consistently treated in a
humane fashion. While the legal and logistical problems associated with the
management of enemy combatants continue to challenge our Nation, we can assure you
that our commitment to the humane and lawful treatment of these detainees has not
waivered.

Clinical support of our military personnel and detainees is an ongoing mission, as
is the ongoing requirement for forensic consultations. We would welcome the
opportusity to continue the valuable dialogue between DoD and the APA regarding the
implementation of our common policies of lawful and humane treatment of detainees.

Sincerely,

. S. Ward Casscells, MD
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National Security Council

Distribution Receipt
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Subject: L'RR_ FM CENTER FOR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS RE DETAINEES
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May. 13, 2004

George W Bush

Taoph

The Whiu: Houue

1600 Pcnmy!vama Avenue NW
WasMnglun._DC 20500,

Topt Pragidont ngh.

We-wer: ke captive, wnlawfully, by LS. Forces in ‘Guanténamo Bay for idve.than tvo
yearn.unsil the 8% Masch of thls yeac. We are now back in the Unitcd Xingdom:

- ‘The Icgahry of our defention, wias due-to ‘be considered by the Supreme Coirt when we
were, sydidenly pulfed .out of Guantinamo Bay and tsken o Bngland, where we wepe
refexssed within 24 bpurs,

During the past-wetk, ws haye socn with disgust the photographs of men detajord aid
torured in Jrad. Af the-same’ time we are Teading with astonis t in tie newa

hese, officisl stwempnts made by the Uniwd. Staies Government sbout “insgrrdpation
:ecimtque: neetit'Gusnidnamo Bay that are completely-untrue,

"For Tnstdncs, wp-rehd thit thiese techuiqués “are meant. to weor down.deainees b 'dis *
rules jorbid the-ind of ioriures. coming. 1o light'1n iraq™ "Uhe techniques, 3t'1§ siiid, are
"qirsigned nr-cquss digatientution, fotigue and siress”, "hut there is'no Sivipping detofaees
naked™, Theré is "nophysical contcts ar-all...our procedures prohibisus from disrobing
a prisoner Jor any regson at.ali” (Asmy Golonel David McWilljams). Tt.is suid thet “more

extreme mpihods such as niar: duy lgng inirrogotions require supevior aulhorixatjévvand
medicel monhoring® and O Migie N Sietpping ur humtliosum wr phystcul abuse dt

Camp'Delra"

Our own-experiepee;.and our close knowledge of the experience of ather mep detained
Bediile vs, demonstrates that euch of these cluims js completely wntrue,
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Froni the snomen of our sirival in (itanténemo Bay (and indeed from lang. before): ve
were déliberutely humilizied and degreded by the use of methods thet we niow read oS
officlala donytrlg.

At Khandahay, we were questioned by. U, soldiers: on our knees, in chaine, with guse
held' fo our heads; dnd-we were Kicked and beaten. They kepl.ug in “Ohmee-picce: suits™
made up of & body-belt with 2. chait down to leg irons and hand-shackles sttachedk
Retave. we hovsdad the plank 1o Gaanthnama, they dirssed g inearomffe ﬁhinf(lleol}t.
. goggles ond surgicdl miisks g0 we. wefe completely disoriented. On ‘Ui plane; Lhigy

chained us tothe.floor without access to 2-toilet for the 22-hour filght.

Bur interrogations. it Guantdnamo, too, were conducted with us chained o the floor-for
hours on ¥6d.in cifchmstances: $0, brolonged thet i1 was vructice to have plaslic chafrs-far
the: Snterrogaiors. that ‘could be easily hozed off because prisoners would be forced .to
urinate during the coprse of them and were net:allowed to go to the 1oilet. One. practics
that was introduced specificully undét the regime of Genexsl Millér was; “sbonshackling”
where we were, farced 10 squut without- 8 chair with our hands chained ‘berwesa bur lags
and chained to the floor. 1f we fell over, the chains would cut into our hands, We would
be left in this pesition for hours-before an interrogalion, during the interrogutions. (which
rould last eg.iongas 12 hours), and sometlmes, for hours whike the, interiogators 1ER e
room. ‘The aif conditfioning was lamed wp 1o high thet within minwes wé would be
freezing. Thers woe styobe lighting and loud. music played that was ineif a form of
1otturg, Soricdrher dogs wWere, brought in &g frighten us.

We avere not fod'sl}. the time. thut we.were there, and-when we were.rerumed-to-our'celly,
we would:not be fedehat day.

‘We, should point but that vhere were and nq doubt still are camerss. everywheso i the!
intorrogation' progs; We sre awpse tliat evidense that coold coniradict what' iy Yelig aaid:
Sfficially is; in éxisebre. Wi know thet CCTV camerig, videotipes pnd Bhotogreing
exist.aince .“1'; were-regularly filmed and photegraphed during interrogations sad af other
timas, as well,

“They wocorded thy-interrogsivne in whiph wy ware devem to maka 4alge confasglone:

they fhaisted, we-weié the diher. mon'in ¥ Videp they showed vs' fronrAugust 2000 WAtk
Ossme bin Laden-and’ Mohamed Atia, but we had been in Bngland at-that ime. :Afler
thre muonths, in' notitary, conifinament under hursh conditions and repeated intéerogations,
we Snally agreed0.confess. 'List September an agent from MIS came to Giinténamo
with documentary evidenoe that-proved we tould' not have heen in Afghunisran i1 sha
timé: the video Was niade. In the. end we could prove our.adibis, bur we wérry aboit
people from-countries where records are pot as avaijable, )
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Soldieis told us pemonally of ‘going inta iefls and canducting beatings with métal bary
which they did not report, Soldiers told us "we can do anything:iv want.” Weoniiglves
witneased 4 number ‘of Brota] assaults upon posoners. One; in April 2002; was of
Jurnmah Al-Doussr from Ruhrain, 2 man Who had bocomé psvchiutrically disnubed,
who way lying on the floor of his cage. immediutely near 1o oa when a;group.of cightor
nire guards known as the ERF Team (Extreme Reaction Force) entpred his cage. Wa
saw them severely agsavlt him. They stamped on his ncck, kicked hiro in the stoniuch
cven though he had metnl rods there as a resultof n openayion, and they picked up his
head snd amashed his face into the floor. One female officer was ordered (o-go into e
coll and Xick him :and beat nim which shs did, in his stomsck. This §s known
"ERRing”. Another detaince, from Yemen, was begten up so badly that we undesstand bie
is 6t in hospits} eighteen months 1ater. 3t was suggested that he was irying ip cominit
suicide. This was not the casc;

We. wish w--,izﬂc it.clepr that all of .these and other intidents «nd W1l Of the Lrolatgy,
hupiliation and degradation were.cleurly tuking place as a resolt of official policles dnd
orders,

Under; the regime of Geneeal Miller, it ‘was regular practice-for detainees 10" have &l of’
their halr incliding thes' bearas snaved off. We were wid dim It was fun falluws

couperaic in:intervogation (jncluding if they said-tuil you had fuiled a polygraph iear): Afl

of tiiis would be filmed on video chmers whife.it-was happening, We understand. that
even in the.face of repicsentedves from the Red Crogs hiwving witngssed ar lebstong slich

instanee for theniselves, the adminjstation of the camp dénled 1o the Red Cross that titi

pracikce eadsied.

Somctimes dersinees would be taken wo the inferyogation soom day aftor day: and kept
shorushackled . without intarrogation ever happening, somefimes for wosks: an end. We:
recejved 'distressed feports frism other defrinecs of thair being teken 1o thé interrogation.
room, Jeft naliad dnd.chnined 1o the flody, andof women hoing hrught. Inrn'the roam Who
would inappropriately provoke wnd inteed molest them. Tt was completely cicar 1.l the:
detdinees that this was happéaing 1o panticularly vulnerable prisoners, especially those
who had vome from the suictest of Islamic backgrounds:

Shonly hefora we. 1081, » new. practice wes started, Peoplé would be.taken to what-was
culled the "Romev™ blotk whiere (hey would be:stripped completoly, After three days,
they wonld be:given underwear, Afier another three days they. would be'given a{op, and
then .after tnother three: days given trouser bottoms. Some people .only ever go
underwear. This was said o be far "misbehaving”. (Punishment within Guantinamo Bay
was constuntly. {mpased for the breaking of any camp *rule” including, for inktance,
having two plastic cupyin your cuge when you were only allowed to hava one. or having
an extre prayer besd-or too.much toflet paper or excess,salt), So far as leaving.detainees.
nuked is concemed, it 1s-our undersiunding thal the Red Cross complained Yo the Golonel
and then the Genere) and afier that 9 the U.S Adminjstratian itsclf abowt the practice.
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We m'g‘.'gomgkvelw guré that the Inpemagipnal Red Crosk hip all of. thige comiplaifs
recorded and mpss, undoubtedly have .drawn all of them to the stiention of -the

© Admivistration, We' therefors find 3. extraordinary that rugh lies ave being-told publigly
1oday:by-senfor ofifcials.zs (0 (he conditions uad metbods used at Ouantfnaros Bay. ‘We
pre- confident: thint, rocorde and picpures :must ‘exist* and :that~these should-.ell now b
provided.t¢ the public in your coustry as well as ours al the eatliest oppertunity so. Wbt
they-can forar their-own judgemient.

We Jvok. forwand 4 & ibumedisse cesponse in view of the misinformétion thid 4s bejtig:
Pyt.into: the public:dormain worjdwide angl which weknow.to be untrue.

Yours shiicerely,
Shaflq Rasul abd Asif Iqhal

We are, repivsiented by Uit Center:for Constititfondd Rights in. ths Unltcd States. arid:our
solicitor, Ganeth Peiroe; i the United Bingdomt: Plesse addressall inquiriester

Mikcnae: Xstner, £Tes10601

Bazbatn Qishansky, Députy Eegal Director
Sieven Wan, Felloy

Cenoe for Tonstipyional Rights,

666 Brondway

Now York, NY- 1po12:
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