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Eritrea candidate for US terror list
Bal. 19 Ayg 2007 DF-4622 GMT
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U% is muiling placing Erilrea’s nama an {5 tarrorie! list fallowing a report
by the UN on Eritrean suppodt for Somalian nsurgents.

The United Slates I3 consldeckyg ptling Eritvea In lerrordsm iist for
alegedly backing al-Qalda-inked Islamist miitants in Somalia, the
State Department aaid Friday.,

A repont to the UN Secusity Council described Eritrea as “the principal
ciandestine source and condull for amns supplies” to tha Somal
Islarnist insurganis.

The United States and Enifrea have had f=nse relations in recent years
due to the border conflict between Eritrea and Ethiopla, a friend of the
15 In the Hom of Africa.

The Staty Department sald on Monday that il tad ordered Eritrea to

ciosse e consulate in Oakiznd, California In additen, the departrnentin
March accused Eritrea of supporting rdical istamists in Ssmalka and added the Red Sga counfry 1 its human
rights biackllst
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LS Orders Eritrea Consulate in Callfornia
Ciosed

43 Avgust 2007, ASMARA (Reviess) - The United States snid
on Monday it had grdered elosed an Eritrean consulate, which
Asmara called 1he latest "unjust and uniriendly* U.5. action in
a worsening diplomatic refationship,

Eritrea routinely denounces the United States for its sopport of
Ethiopin, with whom Asmara is locked in a bitter dispute over
the Hom of Alfican nations' shared border.,
Fhe United Smus and the Unlte.d Nnhuna accuse Eritreq of
funneting | in-Mogadishin
fighling the Elhwp.lan—backed Somali intesim government
A ULS, embessy official in Asmam who spoke on condilion of
ancnymity said the Eduean consufate in Cakland, Califormia,
lagt week was given 90 duys 1o close down, in msponse 1o
testrictions placed on the embassy in Eritrea,
"For the past year the U5, has been trying to work with the
government of Eritrea 1o address these restrictions that have
impeded our ability to aperate,” the official sajd.
“Since 1hay have been unwilling 10 enpame with us, we have
taken these aedons in response to these restrictions.”
The U.5, official said the constraints included interference with
diplomatic pouches, travel restrictions far embassy personnel
and the refusal o grant visas.
Already, the (15, embnssy in Asmara closed its visa section in
February for what [t said were similar difficalties.
But Eritres di d the U.5. alleg and said it had

peeted its diplomatic treaty oblig
"[ heve no explanation For this. If you look at U.S. policy in the

last two years, we have seen & patiern of unfriendly and unjust

Acis ppainst Eritrea,” Yemame Ghebremesked, a senior
government offieial, told Reuters,

He did not sy whether Asmere would lake regiprocal action,
Eritrea’s diespora communily &= an important scurde of revenmic

for the cash-strapped Red Sea state, Ecenomists esimate
remlttances tam from 30 percent 0 70 percam of the natton's

: aunual gross domestic product

E torials coutinely decry the Uniled
States for supgRTting E!]uopm calling Washingion
"despicable.”
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