War Making Brutes of-Men,

Wime. Rosika Schwimmer, Here
to Urge President Wilson to
Intervene, Tells Stories of
: Atrocities.

Declares White Slave Operators
Are a Menace to Girls Who
Escape From War Zone in
Europe Just Now.

Tales of atrocities and unspeak-
able outrages upon women and
yvoung children are told by Mme.
Rosika Schwimmer, of Budapest,
who came to Washington today to
urge President Wilson to take im-
mediate steps toward mediation
among the warring powers.

That white slave operators are
a menace to girls who have escaped
from the war zone is another asser-
tion of Mme. Schwimmer's. She
comes as the representative of
women of ten nations, affiliated
with the International Woman Suf-
frage Alliance.

More than that she makes her
appeal in the name of women be-
cause they can afford to disregard
conventional diplomatic usages, be-
cause they are the greater suffer-
ers, she asserts, from war's rav-
ages, and because the task of re-
construction in Europe will fall
largely upon the women.

By J. R. HILDEBRAND.

With letters to show that children
as young as five years, and aged
women as well, have been subjected
to the most brutal and atroclous
indignities, and with proof that
white slave operators are . plving
their trade, wvulture like, among
those girls who have fled from ths
supposed danger zones, Madam Ro-
alka Schwimmer, of Budapest, has
come to Washington to urge Presi-
dent Wilson to take immediate steps
lur peace among warring nations -of
Europe.

Hevelting as are the incidents
that Madam Schwimmer relates,
the asserts that their telling is the
only way Lo bring home to the eon-
sciousness of peaceful natliéns the
atrocities of the present war.

“l1 charge no single natlon more
than any other,” she said, with in-
tense feeling. ““The thirst for blood,
the naroused passions that make
brutes out of decent, upright ‘men—
these and other effects of fighting
arc called by doctors a disease. And
the dizeage s common to all the na-
Livns at war,

Conflicting Reports Here.

“You have had in the United States
reports that this country and that
country have committed outrages
that are a disgrace to civilization.
These reports are true. And they
are true of all the countries alike.
The men are not to blame. [ Linow
of cases of men who committed sui-

clde after they realized what out-
ruges they had committed uUpon
women and bttie giris in the first

flush of a victory. Others who lived
on, I am told, already feel that they
will look upon these days with shame
throughout their lives. And the only
explanation they can give for de-
scending to unthinkable brutalities is
that it "zot Mmto thelr blood".™

In London, Madam Schwimmer
gaid, the “white slavers™ have con-
gregaled In great numbers, and are
a constant menace to the allens de-
tained there.

“All alien enemies are compelled
to register, and affix their photo-
graphs to registery blanks. It is be-
lieved that unscrupuious men in
gome way have obtained access to
these police registers, and have been
able, by means of photographs and
deseriptions, to plek their vietims.
That i the only way we could ac-
count for telegrams sent to thess
girls, requesting them to meest rela-
tver at ogut-of-the-way stations. One
of these telegrams, =ent 1o a girl and
purporting to be from her brother.
{s in my hands now. The girl had
no brother. Committees in London
now are working to trace many such
teleprams.”’

Mrs. Schwimmer, author, lecturer,
and journalist, §s a pioneer in the
Hungarian women’s political mowve-
ment. She comes to this countiry aa
the representative of woman suf-
fragists in Denmark, France, Ger-
many, Hungary, the Netherlands,
Sweden, Russia, Italy, Canada, and
Australia. Women of thess coun-
trie= who are members of the Inter-
national Suffrage Alllance have
taken concerted action to urge peace.

Diplomacy Too Slow.

““This war presents an extraordl-
rary occasion *“"Madam Schwimmer
eald, “and extraordinary steps are
neccded to end {t. The usual channels
af diplomacy are =o glow moving
that nations will be exterminated be-
fore they can do anything., The pro-

fessional pacifists have falled. The
biz men of any of the warring na-
tinng hesitate to mMake an Insistent

ples for peace lest their courage
tve desmed weak., Therefore the bur-
den of the peace plea rests naturally
with the women, Our motives can
not be mizconstrued. We are not
bound by the diplomatic conventions
which make sane intercourse so Aif.
ficult between men of the various na-
tions,""

Madam Schwimmer would have the
President of the Tnited States, with-
out waiting to be invited to mediate,
pend A representiative like Secretary
of State Bryan, or former President
Taft, to Europe.

“l.et him call together the govern=
mentg of digsinterésted neutral coun-
trice. =uch ar Switzerland, The
Netherlands, Sweden, Denmark, Nor-
way and =Spain.” she said. “*No con-
ventional displomacsy sheould be al-
lowed to interfere with what iz the
hest, shortest, guickest, and surest
wayv to hasten mediation.

“This committes of the selected
govornments ought to assemble in
Narway. The conventional sugges-
tion would be to meet at The Hague
But the cemmittes should it in oA
neutral nation which is least likely
to be dragged into the war., Jiesides,
the physical and moral safety of
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Norway, the committes would have
the valuable object-lesson given by
Norway in her separation from Swe-
den, which shows that if a nation
really does not want to fight it can
settle the most difficult matters by
arbitration.”

Signed By Many Women.

Many distinguished pomen are
gigners of the credentials of Madam
Schwimmer.
wifg of the minister of war of Den-
mark. wife of a noted professor at
the University of Petrograd, wife of
a French statesman who has turned
her home into a hospital for the care
of wounded French soldiers, and wife
of the governor of Christiania.

That this country would act more
speedily if a realization of the hor-
rors of warfare, especially to women
and children, could be brought hames
to Americans, is the belief of Madam
Bchwimmer. Therefore, she came
armed with facts concerning the suf-
fering of the noncombatants.

She told of Austrian young men
buying polson to take In case they

were captured and imprisoned., =he
has documentary evidence of the
hundreds of cases during the
Ealkan war when hushands cilled

their wives and children rather than
have them fall into the handa of
the infuriated sgoldiers of the enemsy.
She brought other stories of the
present war, such as those of women
belng cut to pleces, and their assail-
ants later killing themselves from
{:{?um. too horrible to relate in de-

But Mme. Schwimmer |8 far “rom
a mere alarmist She discussed
ranely, and with a broad vision.
the ecomonic changes brought about
by the war. She helleves the war
will bring woman suffrage in its
wake.

"When the war broke out we were
Very near to getting the vote™ she

sald. *Our woman's movement ‘s
nine years old. It has not heen
known as a suffrage movement. It

Among these are the-

!

embraced all the women's clubas.
We found the best way to Interest
intelligent women was through their
clubs.

Wanted Vote Immediately.

“Some thought we ought not to
demand the vote until after all tha
men weré enfranchised. But wa
Baw no reason why we sghould’ not
be given the ballot at the came
time, 50 we kept on working.,. Wae
had never approached the prime
minister, but, after a time, he ~ent
for us and told us we should have
the vote. We then Interviewed the
party leaders and found all were
favorable except the radicals and
gocialists,

“They were won over since *hat
wonderful world conference on suf-
frage in Budapest last year. It
was generally admitted that we
would get the vote at the next gen-
eral election in June, 1915 i

““*Then the war came. If anything
remains of Europe to build up after
the struggle is over, woman auffrage
will hbe a settled thing. For tha
burden of reconstruction will fall
upon women."
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