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l !UIYI ro •• d t.llo OD;I:/ of t)l~ l ottll.r 
you son~ ,.. n!ld J W>dor~U.nd perfec~, but gr<<lt 
cii:>A&o o co .. alo.l;( , I tulnl< tho;r rr<> co~>tnc , 
boooYor, and ao~otl~•· i t I a bot •cr tu rt~t nerd 
w\t!l co1cl H tory :.ot.bodo, The bzutll 1a ~oortnr, 
b t don' t 'ltllh too toot. !ho~• 1 ~ ~ &r.oat chi:J'l(;o 
l n )'Out.b, !or loGt&ado, &0<' tll.o.t ll ~ bo10!ul 61111• 

Yiss Poult UUrrll,)' 
2?.5 West ltOt.b St. 
SYC 

Very olncor.l.y youro, 

0 
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Deal' Mrs , Roosevelt: 

22~ ¥. 110 ~ tree t 
Ap• t· tr•ent 5 
Ha·.v Xork, )J , v . 

You do not 'retr'en,b e r n'e, but I vtt..s t}'£ 1!1.,..1 
wh o did not sta"d up wl> en you o •.•se d tl<rou •<l'• the 
~ocio l Hall of Camp TAr• durin~ one of your vlsits 
in the winter 'Of 193 1 - ;)5 . Hiss J:HJ. s cr1t1ciz~d 
1"6 a t' t ervuo.rd ' l>.lt r thou~ht a nd still feel th o.t 
you are the sort ot~ per son who Ol"efP.rs to be "- C­
cop ted • s a hur,a, being R. n.d no t .. hUJ"'o "" n~ ,..A t:ton • 

One ot n~J closes t f'rien:is £•t\d m•ls ts 11 PAe 
LYee 11 , who~ you \<1"\ew t~ 3 ,.,a~~~tt"rti t I nness . 1 h~ va 
watched wlth app l'eci &t1on your i ntP.r« s t in he r 
stl"'U't~le to 1morove herself ~ncl to secure 6 r'l­
plo;YF~ent . orte~ X have wanted to write you , but 
fe lt t h at you ha d more l ~'lortant problel'lS to 
con sider • 

Uow I Jfl ii. ke an li OlleGl to :vou 1"' • ·~· n'.t"l 

behs ll' . I am sending you " CO !>~' of o l ')tter 
which I wrote to your hushand , Pre•1d.,nt 
Roo s e ve lt , in the hon'> tl·.:..t you will try 
to u nd qrstand the spirit and deep pA!'plextty 
in which i t is W'tlltt'ln , if he is too busy . 

I know he has the prob lel•S o r OU'r n iH 1·on 
on his h8nd , " nd l vlould not bo tlier to write 
htD1, axe&pt t lilil t rry probleJ•l isn't r"11 n e lillone , 
it is t.he problem of ••Y people, •nd i n t hese 
tr;v1n o; cl a ys , it Will not le t me or ony other 
tb1nk1n l! Ne 11ro r st . NeAd I s a y o.ny ••ol'e? 

\ "
1
,. ~v~~ 1f1' 'I, ·~ ~f 
.r A>" J .1 . M ~:c 

~ A~~·.~ ~ 
~~ ·~ ~ 'fl\i ~ 

• 
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To the Preaident or the Unite4 Sta tee 
Honorable Pranklin Delano RooeeYelt 
White Hou .. 
Waellin l(ton , D. o. 

Dear Preeident RooaeYeltl 

Decembet- 6, 19~8 

I pr ay tha t tbie l etter will cet past your oeore tat-ie e and reaob your 
per oonal oonoidera t1on. 

HaYe you tise to lieten to the pl'Oble~ or one or your mill i on• or fellow­
oiti&ena, whiob will illuotrate •oat clearly one or t he pt-oblemo or ce­
• ooracy in Aaerica. I apeak not only for •yaelf but tor 12,ooo,ooo other 
ci t iaeno, 

Briefly, the fa cta are theees 

I a. a llecro, the • oa t oppreaoeC , moot JO iounde,.stcod a nd 
woot ne&leote4 oection ot your popula tion. 

I •• &leo a WPA warker, another i naeoure and often ~i•­

repreaente4 croup of oi t1aeno. I t each on ~>he Workers ' 
Kduoation Pr oj ect; ot Hew York Ci ty, a field whi ch hae 
r eceiYed the oonet ant and deYoteC eupport ot your wife , 
Mre, Eleanor RooeeYel t. 

Wy aain intereet, tbe tradition ot a y t .. ilY t ot- three 
l"nerat i one, ie education, whicb, I belieYe, ie the 
baaio requir...,nt t or the aaintenance and extene1on 
ot oleaooreoy. 

At preeent, in orCer to do a coapetent teachin~ job, 
a job oowparable to the work ot the eetebliohed edu• 
oet1onal i netitutione, like al l ot~ prot eaaion•l 
WPA work8r e, I feel tbe n..C ot aore treinin&• To 
un4et-otand the knotty eoonowio and eocial pl'Obl•• 
ot our countr y an4 to 1ntet-pret tbeee pi'Oble•• clear ­
l y and e1aply to worker• .. k8• it iap11ret1 n that we 
oontin~ our etudie •. Our Wl!-1!8 etan4arda are euoa 
t laat •• are unable to further our education. Thoae 
ot ue wllo Co not lien deer••• are una ble to set thea 
baoauae ot t ae l"nerel WPA ar rance• nte. Thoae or ua 
wllo llew depMe,anC yet feel an ine4eq..-oy ot intor­
a&t1on and torJOil t raln1n &,t1"" lt lapo .. lble to &O 
t'lrtber ani obtain oUl' ..,eter 1 o Desre•• 

SOMtt.e •10 I applh4 to t be Vninrelty or llortb 
O&roUne tor a4a1111on to tbelr va4uate eohool. 
'rbey •nt M en applloetlon blanll:, on the bottoa 
ot waioa wae aekeol,•aaoe •nl ftell&ion•. (Por your 
lntor•tion, I • a oontiraM Proteetant 'Bpllco­
pallaa.) AI 7GU ll:now, no leiPO laal enr been ad­
alttM to tale Un1Yerl1ty ot llorta O&rollna. You 
aa7 WDn4er tllla. 07 I, a llearo ll:nowln& tble tact, 
414 aall:e a,pli .. tlon. • 

K7 P'anltatwr, a Vnlon Aray eoldhr, pn ai• .,,... 
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for tbe liberation of hia r a ce . Aa aoon •• t he war 
waa oYer, -e went to North Carolina under the Preed­
•en 1a Bureau to eata bliah ecboola a nd educa te the 
newly treel. llecroea. Pro., tha t tt .. on lilY entire 
f••ily baa been en~ased in educationa l work i n that 
a t at e. liy own father waa • principal of one of the 
Halt1.are City a choola a nd •Y aietere a nd brothera 
are • l ao tea cher&, You paasod throU«h Dul'haa, whore 
• Y faa1ly l ive• a nd worked, and wheN "'Y aunt now a 
wo••n of 68 year a, etill plcda back a nd forth to her 
achool trainlnl! future o1 ti&one of A•eri c•, Thia aunt 
loa a been tea obins aince a he waa 16 year a old, and ro r 
• ore t ilan ~0 yeara in the Durn&. Public Sohool a, a nd 
yet if aloe were to beoo•e diaabled to~orrow, there 
1a no a ohool penalon ayatew wblca would t ake care 
or her , ..-.. r doea alle quality for the 01• Ase 
Penaion ayatew wblch excludee toa cbera, 

12, 000, 000 of your ci t l&en a have to endure lnaulta, injuatioea, 
and auch de~e•a tlon of a pirit tha t you would believe i•poaaible 
aa a lou.an belnc and a Cbrlatian . We are f orced to ride i n 
preeorlbed place• i n the buaaea and s treet oar a or thoae very 
cl tie• JOU paaaed throu,~~h i n our belonl. Soutblanl. , When 10ur 
party N&oloel. tbe atation a t Dur- .. :reaterda y, you 11uat ha Ye 
notioe4 a alcn whlolo aaid •Wloi te• , tben a fence , t~n another 
•ten wbioh aa11. • colored•. Can you, for one wowent, put youraelf 
in our pl aoa and i aaclne the faelinc• of roaent:went , tbe proteat, 
tloe 1nd1cnat1on, tha outra~ that woul4 r iae with.in you to real1&e 
that you, a buaan belnc, with the keen aena1 t 1Yiea of other huwan 
be1nca were beinc aet ott in • corner, •arked a pa rt fro• your fel ­
low auwan beincat 

Wa, •• ~rioana an• Nel!l'oea, aotually h &Ye few r1chta • • A•er1ca n a. 
tawa are peaael. deai&ne4 to preYent ua fro• u ain& the bellot, an 
eleaentary ~ tunda•anta l prlnoiple of deaooracy. We h&Ye to 11Ye 
in •aaettoea• everywhere, not only in Wara Sprinaa, Oa, , but &l ao 
i n the olty or Waalli nc ton, t he very heart of our <le11oora oy, , 

It ia tba t aak of enlia~tened 1nd1rtduala to brln& the torch or 
educ ation to thoaa who are not enliJ91tened . There 1a a crnnc nee• 
for education awonc wy own people . No one reali&ea thia r.ore tla n 
I do , But the un-Ohriatian, un....Aaerioan conditione i n the South 
wake tt iwponible for .. and other younc llecroea to liw tloen 
.,.. continue Olll' tal th in the 14eala or de110orao:r a nd Chr1 at1an1 ty, 
We are aa •uob political ratuceea trow t he South aa any or the Jewa 
i n Oeraany, We oannot endure t loeee oon41t1ona. our whole 'be1n& 
orlaa out acain.t inequality and 1njuat1oe. A,. a o, we oot te to 
Hortllern o1t1ea to eaoapa the •ental and ~~ya1oal crueltle a or the 
lanl. in wloioll we were born and tile land wa love, 

You aa1d yeate1'4ay tba t you aaaootated JOuraelf wtt n :roun11 people, 
ant JV1l •PIIaaUM their 1wportanoe in t'be ourrent arfdra of our 
nation. Oan J'Oil au JOur J'OilnC llecroea to retllrn to the Sout~t 
Do J'Oll fMl, ao we l.o 1 tloat tloe Ultlaate teat or da•oorao:r in t'­
VnltM atetee wUl be tloe ••J' 1n whl* 1t aolvea ita 11•1111'0 pro'bl•t 
wo, PNol ... t ROOM'Nlt, OIU' PI'O'IIl•• are not juat thOee or otbel' 
HOJl• • 'Pbe7 OPe tuo UeJMI', tar _. W.,Sillt enl. tu aoi'O ltope• 
l•••· .... JV1l 1'&1 .... J'OV vo1 .. 10114 enwp a•1not tlla blal'n1nc 
of ov peoplet ft7 •• OIU' ., ..... at """'"' to ,.... antl•lynohina 
lellolattont AM 07 llao that II'CNP ot ooaf&I'O•-n eo oppo•" to 
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• _.., , ... inc ot thia le,Pala tion part and pal'cel ot the Derooratio Pal'ty ot wbi oh you are leadel't 

Yeatel'day, you placed YOUl' apDl'OY&l on the Univera1ty or Wol'th I Cal'olina aa a n inatitution ot libel'al ' thought, You apoke ot 
tbe '1\eoeuity or ohan1• ln a bo4y or l aw to .. eet the proble•• ot a n a ooelel'a ted ara ot oiv111&ation, You called on AM~rioana to auppol't a libel'& l ph1loaoohy baaed on dowoeraoy, Wha t doea thia 11ean tor llelfi'O A1110r1 ca na t Doe• it roan that we, at l a at , ••:r partiolpate t l'aely, and on tho baaia or equ a l 1ty,w1th our \ telloW-Oiti&ena in WOl'ldn& out the problewa ot thh demooraoyt Doea it wean that Nesro a tudenta in tha South will be a llowed to ait down w1 tb white atudenta and a tudy a problee~ which ia tundawen tal and wutual to both croupat Doea it ~•an tha t t he \ UniYel'alty or Horta Carolina ia ready to open ita doora to Nesro atudenta aeeldnc enlipten.,ent on the aooial ant\ eoono111o oroble•• which toe South ra oeat Doea 1t •e• n, that ae an aluanua or the Un1Yeraity or North Carolina , you are ready to uae your oreati~ and intluenoe to aee to it tha t thi a atep 1e taken toward Rrea ter opportunity tor autual underatandinc or r a oe relations in the Sou t at 

Ol' cloea it •ean, tila t e""r:rth1nc you aaid baa no O!&anin« tor ua aa ~earoe a, that •.-in we are to be ae t aa1de a nd paaaed oYel' tol' wore iwpol'tant probl .. at I a ppeal t or an an awer be­oauae I, and ay people are pel'pl&X.,., 

Copy to1 

Pauli 11\lrray 
226 ~. 110 Street 
Apartll!ent 5 
New York, N. Y. 

lira, Bleanol' Roo .. •el t 
Wblte Houae 
Waahlncton, D. o, 

• -" 
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