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Decexber 19, 1932 r

%y dear Miss Murray:

1 save recd the gony of tie letter
you =ent ue und I understend perfectly, but great
chnnges come slowly. T tuink they fre coming,
however, &nd soszetimes it is bet'cr to Mgat herd
mity concild tory methods. The Scuth 1s clwaging,
bt dun't -ush too fast. There 15 ¢ groat chenge
in youth, for instande, anc thet 18 & hoveful sign.

Very sincerely yours,

| Mias Pauli Murray
225 West 110th St.
NYC




,}D N 226 W. 110 Street
o AN

% Anartrent 5
Hew fork, N. VY,

Dacemhar 6, 1938 '.'l-‘!':"}':’

Dear bMra, Rooasavelt:

You do not rermenber me, tut I was the ol »l
who did not stand up when you oessed tlroush the
So0cisl Hall of Camp Tera durineg one of wour wvisits
in the winter of 1038-35. 11laa ll11ls criticizaed
e afterwurd, ut I thought and still feel that
vou &ra the sort of person who orafera to he wo-
capted sa & huran being And not & huwran naraTon,

Une of mvy cleosest Prienda end nels 13"Paee
"Jﬁe“, whom vou knbw &3 warcsarat Innessa, 1L have
watened wlth spprecistion wvour intsareat in her
atruxsle to improve herself end to secure enm-
ployment, Often I nave wanted to write wvou, but
falt that von had more irnoptant probhlems to
a conaider,

How I make an sopnesl to you i=» @ v oum
bahalf', I am semding vou & cony of & letter
which I wrote to wvour hushand, Preasident
Roosevelt, in the hons tlhat you will try
to understand the apirit and deep parplexity
in which 1t 1s written, if he is too busv.

I know he has the nroblewra of ocur n&tion
on his hand, and I would not bother to write
him, except that my problem isn't rine slone,
1t 1s the oroblem of my opeopla, &nd in theae
trving days, 1t will not let me or eny other

thinking Nepro rest, Nead I gay anv rora?
1 ¢ +_ ’ Sinceraly voursa,
VJ'\ Sk
t 11 lurrey h41
\ 'L'é $
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December 6, 1538

To the Presldent of the United States
Honorable Franklin Delano Roosevelt
White Houss

Washington, D. O.

Dear President Roosevelt;

I pray that this letter will got past your secretaries and reach your
personsl consideration.

Have you time to listen to the problem of one of your millions of fellow=-
oltizens, which will illustrate wmoat clearly one of the problems of de~-
moeracy in America, I spesk not only for myself but for 12,000,000 other
ocltizensa,

Briefly, the facta are these:

I sm s Yegro, the most oppressed, most migunderstood and
moat neglected meotion of your population.

I am slso a WPA worker, another inseaoure and often mis=-
represented group of citizens. I teach on the Workers'
Eduostion Project of New York City, a fleld which has
received the constant and devoted support of your wife,
Mrs, Eleanor Roosevelt,

My main intereat, the trsdition of my family for three
generationa, is education, which, I believe, 1s the
basis requirement for the maintenance and extension
of demooraoy. :

At present, in order to do & competent teaching job,
a job comparable to the work of the established edu-
cational institutions, like all other professional
WPA workers, I feel the need of more training. To
understand the knotty economio and sooisl problems

of our country and to interpret these problems clesr=
1y and simply to workers makes 1t imperative that we
gontinue our studies. OQur wage standards are suoch
that we are unable to further our education. Those

of us who do not have degrees &re unable to get them
because of the general WPA arrangements. Those of us
who have degress,and yet feel an {nadequacy of infor-
mation and forwmal training,find it imposaible to go
fur ther arnd obtaln our Master's Degree.

gometime ago I applied %o the University of MNorth
Oarolina for admission to thelr graduste school.
They sent me an appliocation blank, on the bottom
of which was asked,"Race and Religion". (For your
information, I sm a confirmed Protestant Eplaco-
palian.) As you know, no l-{ra has ever been ad-
mitted to the University of North Oarolina. You
may wonder then, why I, = Negro knowing this fact,
did make application.

My grandfather, a Union Arsy soldier, gave his eye-
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for the liberation of hias race. As soon as the war
was over, he went to North Carolina under the Preed-
men's Bureau to establish schools arnd educate the
newly freed Negroes. Prom that time on my entire
family has been engaged in educutional work in that
state, My own father was s prinocipal of ocne of the
Baltimore City schools and my sisters and brothers
are also teachers, You passed through Durham, where
my family lived and worked, mnd where my aunt now a
woman of 68 yemrs, still plods beck and forth to har
scghool training future cltizenas of Amerloa, This sunt
bas been teaching aince she was 15 years old, and for
more than 30 years in the Durham Publie Schools, and
Yet 1f mhe were to become disabled tomorrow, there

is no sochool penasion system whiok would take omre

of her, nedther does she qualify for the 0ld Age
Pension system whioh excluded temchera.

12,000,000 of your oitizens have to endure insults, injustices, " -
and such degredation of epirit that you would believe impomsible
as & human being snd a Christian. We are foroed to ride in
prescribed places in the busses and atreet cars of those very
clties you passed through in our beloved Socuthland. When your
party reached the atation at Durham yesterday, wyou must have
noticed & aign which said "White", then a fence, tien mnother

sign which said "Colored®. Can you, for one moment, put yourself
in our place and imagine the feelings of resentment, the proteat,
ths indignation, the outrage that would rime within you to realize
that you, & human being, with the keen sensltivies of other human
belnga were being set off in a corner, marked apart from your fel=-
low bhuman belngs?

We, as Americans and Negroes, sotually have few rights as Americans.
Laws are passed deaigned to prevent us from using the ballot, an
elementary and fundamental prinoiple of democormoy, We have to live
in "ghettoes" everywhere, not only in Warm Springs, Ua., but also
in the olty of Washington, the very heart of our demooraoy. -

It 1a the tmsk of enlightened individumls to bring the toreh of
education to those who sre not enlightened. There is a crying need
for education among my own people, HNo one realires this wore than
I do. But the un-Christian, un-American conditions in the South
make 1t impossible for me and other young Negroes to live thets

and continue our faith in the ideals of demooracy and Christiani ty.
We are ns wuch politioal refugees from the South as any of the Jews
in Oermany. We oannot endure these conditions. Our whole being
eries out against inequality and injustice. And so, we come to
Horthern eclties to escape the mental and physical aruelties of the
land in which we were born and the land we love.

You said yesterday that you mssocoiated yourself with young people,
and you emphasized their importance in tha current affuirs of our
nation, Q(an you ask your young Negroes to return to the South?

Do you feel, as we do, that the ultimate test of dewoorasy in the
United States will be the way in whioch it solves its Nagro problemt
No, President Roosevelt, our problems are not just those of other
pecple, They are far deeper, far more trying, and far more hope-
less. Have you raised your voiee loud enough against the burning
of our people?! Why has our government refused to pass mti-Hnuhinl
legislationt And why has that group of congressmen so opposed to




- ‘tine, pasaing of this legielation part and parcel of the Dermocratio
Party of which you are leader?

Yesterday, you plmced your approval on the University of North
Carolina as an institution of liberal thought. You spoke of

the gecessity of change in a body of law to meet the problems

of an aggelerated era of civilization, You cslled on Americana
to support a liberal philosophy based on democracy. What doas
this mean for Negro Americanst Does it mean that W8, at last,
may partioclpate freely, and on the basias of equality,with oupr
fellow-citikens in working out the problems of this demooracyt
Does it wean that Megro students in the South will be sllowed

to slt down with white students and atudy a problem which 1is
fundamental and mutual to both groups? Does it mean that the
University of North Carolina 1is ready to open its doors to Negro
students seeking enlightenment on the scoilal and easonowia oroblems
wrich the South fages? Does it mean, that as an slumnus of the
University of North Carolina, vou are ready to use your prestige
and influence to mee to it that this step is teken towsrd greater
opportunity for mutual understanding of race relstions in the
Southt

'Or doeas it mean, that everything you said has no meaning for
us as degroes, that again we are to be set sside &nd passed
over for more important problema? I appeal for an answer be-
ciuse I, and my people are verplexed,

8incerely yours,

Faull Murray

2256 W, 110 dtrest
Apartment 5

New York, N. Y.

Copy tos; Mrs, Eleanor Roosevelt
White Houae
Washington, D. O.
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