
October 28, 2020 
  

Corey Price 
Acting Field Office Director, Enforcement and Removal Operations 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
2035 N. Central Ave 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 
(602) 766-7030 
CC: Office for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties, Department of Homeland Security 

  
Dear Director Price, 

  
We write to urge you to halt the deportation of Amir Ali, who is currently being held 
at the Florence Detention Center as ICE makes preparations to return him to 
Pakistan. Amir’s wife, Urooj, is a registered nurse who works in an ICU in 
Southern California, where she has been treating COVID-19 patients since early 
March. 

  
As colleagues of Urooj and fellow medical practitioners, we are deeply concerned 
over the impact that his deportation will have on her ability to continue the fight 
against COVID-19. Urooj is now the sole breadwinner in her family, and she no 
longer has her husband at home to care for their two young children while she is 
working difficult shifts in the ICU. 

  
As an essential medical worker, Urooj has put herself in harm’s way to serve her 
community and the country in our shared battle against the pandemic. We owe 
her a great debt, as we do to all the health responders who are carrying a similar 
burden. The least that our country can do to thank her is to prevent her family from 
being torn apart by Amir’s unnecessary deportation. 

  
It is within your power to stop this tragedy from taking place. Urooj has said that if 
Amir is deported she may have to make the difficult decision to join him in 
Pakistan, despite the fact that she and their children are all U.S. citizens. As a 
result, our country will lose an essential health worker right as we need her most. 
This would increase the burden on her colleagues and reduce the quality of care 
that COVID-19 patients at her hospital are receiving. 

  
We ask you to prevent this injustice from taking place. Please stop Amir from 
being deported and release him from detention immediately. 

  
Signed, 
 

1. Sarah Kimball, MD, Co-Director, Immigrant & Refugee Health Center, Boston Medical Center 
2. Geraldine Malana, DO, MPH, Family Medicine Physician 
3. Dory Ziperstein, LICSW, MPH, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center 
4. David Arond, MD,MPH, HMS Children's Hospital Boston 
5. Sunny Kung, MD, Brigham and Women's Hospital       



6. Maureen Paul, MD, MPH, OB-Gyn physician        
7. Jackie Rodriguez Bronico, MD, MSc, Researcher, Cambridge Health Alliance    
8. Julia Koehler, MD, Boston          
9. Sandra Mattar, PsyD-Psychologist, Immigrant & Refugee Health Center, Boston Medical Center  
10. Rohit Abraham, MD, MPH, MAT - Family Medicine & Psychiatry, Boston Medical Center   
11. Genevieve Preer, Pediatrics/MD, Boston Medical Center       
12. James Hudspeth, MD, Boston Medical Center        
13. Mitchell Levy, MD, Rhode Island Hospital/Brown University      
14. Jaclyn French, LICSW, MSW, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center     
15. Adeel Abbasi, MD, Critical Care Medicine, Emergency Medicine, Rhode Island Hospital/Miriam 

Hospital            
16. Katherine Sharkey, MD, PhD, FACP, FAASM, Associate Professor, Assistant Dean, Rhode 

Island Hospital/Brown University          
17. Jisoo Lee, MD, Pulmonary and Critical Care, Rhode Island Hospital/Brown University   
18. Nina Douglass, Licensed Clinical Social Worker        
19. Rishi Rattan, MD, FACS, Associate Professor of Surgery, University of Miami    
20. Rebecca Lichtin, MD, Internal Medicine, Brigham and Women's Hospital     
21. Sam Tanyos, MD, Internal Medicine, Brigham and Women's Hospital     
22. Monik C. Jimenez, ScD, Assistant Professor of Medicine and Epidemiology, Harvard Medical 

School/ Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health      
23. E. Jane Carter, MD, Professor of Medicine, The Miriam Hospital/Brown University School of 

Medicine    
24. Christopher Allison, MD, Critical Care Medicine, Emergency Medicine,Rhode Island 

Hospital/Miriam Hospital           
25. Miriam Neufeld, MD, MPH, General Surgery Residency and Research Fellow, Boston Medical 

Center            
26. Spencer Wilson, MD, MSc, General Surgery Residency and Research Fellow, Boston Medical 

Center             
27. Mallika Sabharwal, MD, Family Medicine, Boston Medical Center     
28. Aissatou Gueye, Immigrant & Refugee Health Center, Boston Medical Center    
29. Chris Curry            
30. Emily Regier, MD, Family Medicine, Boston Medical Center      
31. Maia Nofal, General surgery resident, Boston Medical Center      
32. June Gupta, NP, OB/GYN, Planned Parenthood Federation of America      
33. Rachel Wheeler, MD, Family Medicine, Cambridge Health Alliance     
34. Sam Gonzalez, MD, Family Medicine         
35. Janice John, Physician assistant, medical director, acute care clinic, Cambridge health alliance   
36. Vonne Kupper, MD, MPH/ Pediatric PGY-2 Resident, Massachusetts General Hospital   
37. Katherine McKenzie, MD, Internal Medicine        
38. Laurie Van Loon           
39. Alice Bonitati, MD, Brown Med/Rhode Island Hospital       
40. Cody Cichowitz, MD, Internal Medicine, Massachusetts General Hospital     
41. Radhika Jain, MD, Internal Medicine, Massachusetts General Hospital     
42. Jennifer Hanson           
43. Bonnie Cohen,MD, Family Medicine, PhysicianOne Urgent Care      
44. GIllian Goddard, MD, General Surgery Resident, Boston Medical Center     
45. Juliana E. Morris, MD, EdM, Family Medicine        
46. Elisabeth Poorman, MD, MPH, Internal Medicine and Addiction Medicine, University of 

Washington            
47. Erin Smith, MS4, Boston University School of Medicine/Boston Medical Center    
48. Kelly Drozdowicz, Medical Student, Boston University School of Medicine/Boston Medical Center  
49. Elizabeth Rocco, MD, Family Medicine, Greater Lawrence Family Health Center    
50. Danielle Deines, DO, Neonatology, Carilion Children's Hospital      
51. Dona Kim Murphey, MD PhD, Clinical Neurophysiology (EEG) and Neuroscience    
52. Lydia Huang, MS3, Sidney Kimmel Medical College at Thomas Jefferson University   
53. Vanessa Van Doren, MD, Internal Medicine, Emory University School of Medicine   



54. Lucy M Candib, MD, Professor Emerita, Family Medicine, University of Massachusetts Medical 
School  

55. Ali Sadiq, PA, Primary Care, Multnomah County Health Department, OR     
56. Judy Hu, LMHC, Mental Health Counseling, Massachusetts private practice    
57. Elizabeth Schaefer, MD, Family Medicine, Group Health Cooperative of South Central Wisconsin  
58. Jessica McCurley, PhD, MPH, Internal Medicine/Psychiatry, Harvard Medical 

School/Massachusetts General Hospital         
59. Julia Rubin-Smith, MD, MSPH, CTropMed, FAAP (Pediatrics, Global Health) Boston 

Children's Hospital, South Shore Hospital        
60. Luisa Massari, MD, Family Medicine         
61. Efrat Kean, MD, Emergency Medicine, Pennsylvania        
62. Katharine Lamperti, MD, Anesthesiology and Hospice Physician, Kirkland, WA    
63. Anna Fiskin, MD, Psychiatry, California          
64. Mariya Masyukova, MD, Family Medicine, Montefiore Medical Center, Bronx, NY    
65. Cheryl Conner, MD, MPH. Internal Medicine, Chicago, IL       
66. Alisa R. Gutman, MD, PhD, Clinical Assistant Professor, Perelman School of Medicine, University 

of Pennsylvania            
67. Elena Jiménez Gutiérrez, MD, Internal Medicine, Clinical Assistant Professor, The University of 

Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio         
68. Satu salonen             
69. Mara Divis, DO, Family Medicine         
70. Natasha Wheaton, MD, Emergency Medicine, UCLA       
71. Emily Grewe-Nelson, DO, Family Medicine, Tulsa, OK       
72. Nicole Person-Rennell, MD MPH, clinical assistant professor, family medicine    
73. Elena Johns, BSN, RN, Scripps Health, San Diego, CA       
74. Alison Liss, MD, Psychiatry           
75. Hodan Ahmed, MD, Internal Medicine         
76. Olivia Moscicki, Medical Student, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai    
77. Jennifer Lin-Nguyen, MD, Pediatrics, Kaiser Permanente, Los Angeles, CA    
78. Sheila Attaie, DO, Family Medicine, UC Davis         
79. Cristal Suarez, Medical Student          
80. Anna Landau, MD, MPH, DTM&H, Clinical Assistant Professor, Family Medicine    
81. Lorena Del Pilar Bonilla, MD, MA Internal Medicine, Clinical Assistant Professor     
82. Rebecca Radue, MD, Geriatric and General Psychiatry       
83. Bronwyn Baz            
84. Deborah Wolfson, MD, Internal Medicine        
85. Yael Shinar, MD, MDiv, Anesthesiology, Johns Hopkins Hospital      
86. Chris Kirwan, Director, Interpreter Services        
87. Lauren Owens, MD, MPH          
88. Heather Shafi, MD, pediatrics          
89. Tina Musa            
90. Margarita Alegria, Chief Disparities Research Unit, Mongan Institute, MGH, Massachusetts 

General Hospital           
91. Alex Fertman, MD, Hospice and Palliative        
92. Mark Eisenberg, MD           
93. Stephanie Mischell, MD, Family Medicine, Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson Medical School  
94. Philip Bolduc, MD, AAHIVS, Associate Professor of Family Medicine, University of Massachusetts 

Medical School            
95. Andrew Grose Medical Student, University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine   
96. Laura Maves, Pediatrician Ascension Health Fishers, Indiana      
97. Tiffany Lahr, MD, Pediatrician, Portland, OR        
98. Jo Henderson-Frost, MD, Internal Medicine, Massachusetts General Hospital    
99. Kasha Benton, MD, Neurology (Epilepsy), Huntsville Hospital     
100. Anish Parekh, MD, Internal Medicine, Boston Medical Center     
101. Kevin Ashi, MD Candidate, University of Chicago, Pritzker School of Medicine   
102. Vanessa Adjei, CCHW/Patient Navigator        



103. Sara Gonzalez, DO, Pediatrics, Boston Children's Hospital, St. Luke's Hospital    
104. Frances Chavez, MD, MD Family Physician        
105. Jennifer Cowart, MD, Hospitalist, Jacksonville, FL       
106. Karli Edholm, MD, Hospitalist, Bozeman, MT        
107. William Weber, MD, MPH, Emergency Medicine, The University of Chicago    
108. Shruti Agnihotri, MD, Neurology, University of Alabama at Birmingham    
109. Leon Sanders III, Medical Student, Louisiana State University New Orleans School of Medicine  
110. Joseph Hodgkin, MD, Internal Medicine, Brigham and Women's Hospital    
111.  Lauren Nguyen, Medical Student         
112. Judith Goldberger, RN, BSN Boston Medical Center      
113. Moira Wood, MPH, Medical Student         
114. Kyle Mistretta, Medical & Public Health Student       
115. Sural Shah, MD, Internal Medicine-Pediatrics, Los Angeles, CA     
116. Brandi Manning, DO, MPH, Infectious Diseases, The Ohio State University     
117. Abby Solomon, Medical Student, MD/MPH Candidate 2021, Tulane University School of Medicine  
118. Leonela Villegas, MD, Pediatric Nephrology, Philadelphia, PA      
119. Alexis Hernandez, MPH, Medical Student, Louisiana State University School of Medicine   
120. Santiago Avila, Medical Student, University of Chicago, Pritzker School of Medicine   
121. Katrina Lipinsky, RN, BSN, student midwife, University of Pennsylvania School of Nursing  
122. Cleopatra Williams, Student, Doula, Precision Dance Academy     
123. Virginia Byron, MD, Pediatrician, Arc Health        
124. Bridget Sakowski, Clinical Social Work Student, Boston College, Boston Medical Center  
125. Mallory Mandel, MD, Pediatrician , Massachusetts General Hospital      
126. Annelies De Wulf, MD, MPH, Associate Program Director, Emergency Medicine Residency, 

Louisiana State University          
127. Brianna Hurdle, MD, Emergency Medicine, Louisiana State University School of Medicine   
128. Hannah Mezan, FiYaYa Indian Queen's funeral       
129. Mayra Ramirez, MD, Emergency Medicine and Pediatrics, Louisiana State University   
130. Erin Asher, DO, Emergency Medicine and Pediatrics, Louisiana State University   
131. Jeremy Levenson, MD PhD Student, Mount Sinai/ UCLA      
132. Isabel Chen, MD, MPH; Assistant Professor, Health Systems Science, Kaiser Permanente 

School of Medicine           
133. Jerome Hoffman, MA MD, Professor Emeritus Medicine and Emergency Medicine, UCLA  
134. Tricia Charise, NP, MS, Boston Medical Center       
135. Trevia Jackson, MD, Emergency Medicine, Louisiana State University    
136. Anirudh Udutha, Medical Student         
137. Katharine Barnard, MD, Associate Professor of Family Medicine, University of Massachusetts 

Medical School            
138. Nicolette Oleng, MD, Internal Medicine, Boston Medical Center     
139. Amanda dos Santos, MD, Emergency Medicine, Summa Health      
140. Jordan Vaughn,MD, Emergency Medicine, Louisiana State University     
141. Tracy McNeish, Pediatrics, MD, Richmond Pediatrics. Richmond, VA     
142. Kris Spanjian, MD, Critical Care Medicine, Anesthesiology, retired     
143. Lydia Siegel, MD, MPH, General Internal Medicine, Brigham Health     
144. Wesley Chou, Medical Student, Harvard Medical School      
145. Bich-May Nguyen, MD, MPH, Family Medicine       
146. Hillary Chang, MD, pediatrics         
147. Gerianne Connell, MD, Family Medicine, Boston Medical Center     
148. Jennifer Fish, MD, HMDC, Family Medicine        
149. Tiffani Strickland, MD, Family Medicine, Santa Rosa Family Medicine Residency   
150. Shannon Satterwhite, Medical Student, UC San Francisco      
151. Laura L. Doty, Ph.D., Psychologist        
152. Alexander Ludwig, DO, Family Medicine, Sutter Santa Rosa Family Medicine Residency 
153. Paulina Sergot           
154. Andrew Wong, DO, Emergency Medicine, Louisiana State University     
155. Candice Nalley, MD, Internal Medicine-Pediatrics, Johns Hopkins Community Physicians  



156. Katherine Wagner, MD, Neurosurgery         
157. Manvinder Kainth, MD, Family Medicine, Maple Primary Care     
158. Faryal Arif, MD, Family Medicine, Hoag Medical Group      
159. Mehreen Arshad, MD, Pediatrics, Lurie Children's Hospital       
160. Jara Johnson, DO, MPH, Developmental Pediatrics Rochester Healthcare System   
161. Taylor Burkholder, MD, MPH, Emergency Medicine, Los Angeles, CA     
162. Jodi Forwand, MD, FACEP, Emergency Medicine, Northwestern Medical Center, Saint Albans, 

VT            
163. Barbara Robles, MD, Psychiatry, San Antonio, TX       
164.  Faith Galderisi, DO, FAAP Pediatric Hematology-Oncology       
165. Aurora Alicia Robledo, MD, Family Medicine, Sutter Santa Rosa Family Medicine Residency   
166. Beth Oller, MD, FAAFP Beth Oller, MD, FAAFP       
167. Uma Periyanayagam MD FAAP, MD, Pediatrics        
168. AyJy Bhardwaj, DO, FACS, general surgery        
169. Sarah Corathers, MD, Internal Medicine-Pediatrics, Endocrinology, Cincinnati Children's, Univ. Of 

Cincinnati            
170. Jennifer Nicole Herman FNP, Family Nurse Practitioner, Primary Care    
171. Andrew Russell, MD, MPH          
172. Maya Maxym, MD, PhD, Pediatrics         
173. Marsha Griffin, MD FAAP MD, Pediatrics         
174. Samuel Cohen, DO           
175. Kayla Johnson, MD/MPH, PGY-1, Family Medicine       
176. Katherine Reifler, MD, Internal Medicine, Boston Medical Center     
177. Amie J. Castaldo, LAc          
178. Sundyna Beaven, CNM, CNM         
179. Kala Winkelmann, BEI Medical, CCHI ASL/English interpreter  
180. Paula Nyguen, MD, family medicine,     
181. Stacey Thomas, Physician Assistant Certified, Family Medicine     
182. Stephanie Evans, MD, Pediatrician         
183. Debasree Banerjee, MD, Pulmonary Critical Care, Rhode Island Hospital    
184. Jennifer Neczypor, CNM, FNP, Massachusetts General Hospital     
185. Cigdem Toroslu, MD, pediatrician The children's clinic, Portland, Oregon     
186. Sarah Nasra           
187. Veronica Contreras, DO, Family Medicine        
188. Altaf Saadi, MD MSc, Neurology, Massachusetts General Hospital     
189. Tahereh Naderi, MD, Family Medicine, Sutter Santa Rosa Family Medicine Residency   
190. Payal Modi, MD, Emergency Medicine, University of Massachusetts     
191. Dana Sacco, MD, Emergency Medicine, NewYork-Presbyterian/ Columbia University   
192. Mary Wyman, FNP, College Health Services Santa Rosa Junior College, Student Health  

 


