
Statistical Estimates of 
Noncitizen Registration or 

Attempted Registration
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Richman Estimates

Source: Defendant Secretary of State Kris Kobach, Mar. 6, 2018 (Day 1 AM), Trial Tr. at 46:4-7.

“At the low end his estimates are 
above 1,000, and at the high end they 
are above 18,000. Indeed, there was 
even one estimate that could go as 
high as 32,000, although we are not 
relying on that one because it is 
such a small sample size.”
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Dr. Jesse Richman

Source: Dr. Jesse Richman, Mar. 13, 2018 AM Rough Draft Trial Tr. at 50-51 (never qualified); 54 (popular audience); 

122-23 (open letter); Mar. 12, 2018 PM Rough Draft Trial Tr. 97-98 (CCES)

Does survey research for a “popular 
audience”

Never been qualified as an expert 
witness

Criticized in open letter signed by 200 
political scientists

Uses the CCES for his only publication 
of note
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Dr. Stephen Ansolabehere

Source: PX 136, Ansolabehere CV; Testimony of Dr. Stephen Ansolabehere, 

Mar. 13, 2018 PM Rough Draft Trial Tr. 108-115

5 Books; 80 Articles

CalTech/MIT Voting Tech Project;  
CBS Election Night Desk

Expert witness in appx 10 cases, cited 
by Supreme Court in Cooper v. Harris

Designed and implements the CCES 

Plaintiffs’ Expert 
Dr. Stephen Ansolabehere, 
Harvard University
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Meta-Analysis

Source: Dr. Stephen Ansolabehere, Mar. 13, 2018 PM Rough Draft Trial Tr. 122:16-22

Take Richman at Face Value
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Meta-Analysis

Source: Dr. Stephen Ansolabehere, Mar. 13, 2018 PM Rough Draft Trial Tr. 123:17-23)

Problem 1: Estimates are 
Inconsistent with Each Other

Anywhere from 1,000 (Sedgwick) 
to 32,000 (CCES) 
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Meta-Analysis

Source: PX 102, Ansolabehere Report, Table 2
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Meta-Analysis

Source: Dr. Stephen Ansolabehere, Mar. 13, 2018 PM Rough Draft Trial Tr. 124:8-16

Problem 2: Not Statistically 
Distinct from Zero
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Confidence Intervals

Richman’s Unconventional Methods

• Did not calculate confidence intervals for 3 of 4 estimates 

in initial report , contrary to peer-review standards

(Dr. Jesse Richman, Mar. 13, 2018 PM Rough Draft Trial 

Tr. at 103-04; 106)

• Used unconventional methods that he had never used

prior to his supplemental report (Dr. Jesse Richman, Mar. 

13, 2018 PM Rough Draft Trial Tr. at 112)

• Unconventional methods had two effects 

o (1) reduced confidence intervals (but not enough to 

make them reliable – margins of error still above 20 

percentage points);

o (2) shifted lower bound upward, to make results 

appear statistically significant 
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Confidence Intervals

Source: See Dr. Stephen Ansolabehere, Mar. 13, 2018 PM Rough Draft Trial Tr. at 149 

(addressing Richman rebuttal); 184-85 (application to medical research); 171, 175-76, 221-23 (ignorance prior)

Ansolabehere uses conventional 
method 

• A version of the same method used by Richman in his peer-

reviewed article on noncitizen registration, and in his initial report 

in this case

• Assumes “ignorance prior” – no assumptions about actual level of 

noncitizen registration

o Consistent with what courts expect of objective, unbiased 

experts

o Methodologically appropriate in political science

o Real-world applications, e.g., all medical research
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Richman: 4 Estimates

CCES

Sedgwick County

TDL Survey

Incidentally-Contacted 
Noncitizens
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Richman: 4 Estimates

Sample Sizes too Small (CCES, TDL, 
Incidental)

Not Statistically Significant (Sedgwick, 
Incidental)

Not All Non-Citizens (CCES)

Not Registered (CCES, TDL)

Biased Samples (ALL)
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Richman: 4 Estimates

CCES

Sedgwick County

TDL Survey

Incidentally-Contacted 
Noncitizens
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TDL Survey Estimate 

Source: Dr. Jesse Richman, Mar. 13, 2018 AM Rough Draft Trial Tr. at 134-35

Survey of 37 TDL Holders

6 said they were registered or “had 
attempted to register”

Estimate: 16.5% of noncitizen adults in 
Kansas / 18,000 total



79

TDL Survey Estimate

Defendant Secretary of State Kris Kobach, Mar. 6, 2018 (Day 1 AM), Trial Tr. at 46:4-7.

The Key Estimate In This Case

“And so we'll be suggesting the 
iceberg is-- we know that it is in 
the thousands and we believe that 
the best estimate is that is over 
18,000 people currently on the 
Kansas voter rolls.”
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TDL Survey Estimate 

�Source: Dr. Jesse Richman, Mar. 13, 2018 AM Rough Draft Trial Tr. at 138:7-12

Richman and Kobach Do Not Agree
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TDL Survey Estimate 

TDL Survey Estimate

Unreliable for 5 Reasons



82

TDL Survey Estimate 

Source: Dr. Stephen Ansolabehere, Mar. 13, 2018 PM Rough Draft Trial Tr. 137:12-24

Problem 1: Sample Size of 37 Is 
Too Small for a Reliable Estimate
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TDL Survey Estimate 

�Source: Dr. Jesse Richman, Mar. 13, 2018 AM Rough Draft Trial Tr. at 135-36

Problem 1: Sample Size of 37 Is 
Too Small for a Reliable Estimate

Richman conceded:

Has “weak statistical power” 

Confidence Interval is 
more than 20 percentage points
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TDL Survey Estimate 

Source: Dr. Stephen Ansolabehere, Mar. 13, 2018 PM Rough Draft Trial Tr. at 141-142

Problem 2 – Biased Estimate 
(Unrepresentative Sample)

Excludes:
Undocumented Immigrants,
Green Card Holders
Non-Drivers
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TDL Survey Estimate 

Source: Dr. Stephen Ansolabehere, Mar. 13, 2018 PM Rough Draft Trial Tr. at 140

Problem 3 – Biased Estimate 
(Non-Response Bias)

37 Respondents out of Unknown 
Number of TDL Holders Called

No way to calculate Response Rate

Overall Response Rate (5% vs. 16%) 
irrelevant – cannot calculate response 
rate for TDL Holders specifically
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TDL Survey Estimate 

Source: PX 109, Richman Survey Instrument

Problem 4: Survey Doesn’t Tell 
Us If Any Actually Registered
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TDL Survey Estimate 

Source: Dr. Stephen Ansolabehere, Mar. 13, 2018 PM Rough Draft Trial Tr. 138:24 – 139:5

Problem 4: Survey Doesn’t Tell 
Us If Actually Registered
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TDL Survey Estimate 

Source: Dr. Jesse Richman, Mar. 13, 2018 AM Rough Draft Trial Tr. at 67:2-7

Problem 5: None Even Attempted 
to Register

Everyone who attempts to register 
should be listed in the voter file.



Problem 5: None Even 
Attempted to Register
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TDL Survey Estimate 

Source: Second Supplement to Hersh Report, Pg. 5, Para 9
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TDL Survey Estimate 

Source: Dr. Jesse Richman, Mar. 13, 2018 PM Rough Draft Trial Tr. at 4:2-8

Problem 5: None Even Attempted 
to Register

“Q. Okay. And so when you submitted your supplemental expert report in this 

case in April 2017, you did not dispute Doctor Hersh's conclusion that none 

of the six TDL holders from your survey who said they were registered to vote 

or had attempted to register to vote were actually in the Kansas voter file. 

Correct?

A. That is correct.”
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TDL Survey Estimate 

Kobach’s “Most Reliable” Estimate: 18,000

Richman’s “Better” Estimate: 13,000

Correct Estimate: Zero
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Secretary Kobach on Noncitizen Registration and 
Voting the 2016 Election

Source: PX 133, Kobach Kansas City Star Interview

Cites Richman Analysis 
of CCES 

Trump “is absolutely 
correct … illegal votes 
cast exceeds the popular 
vote margin” in 2016
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