
August 10, 2012 

Rita Bettis 
American Civil Liberties Union of Iowa 
50S 5th Avenue, Suite 901 
Des Moines, Iowa 50309 

Mrs. Bettis 

I am in receipt of your Public Information requests concerning our Taser Program as well as our future Automated 
License Plate Reader Program. If I may I would like to address the Taser program first. 

I believe all of the information you have requested can be found in our department policy Article 4 Chapter 2 which I 
have included with this document. There is some difficulty in the request for training materials. I can state that the Sioux 
City Police Department uses only instructors certified by Taser International and complies with all of their current 
standards. Training materials consist of live Tasers and cartridges so I am unable to provide those. Other materials 
include a life sized mannequin and Taser Red Man Suit, also unfeasible to send. Hopefully the policy will have adequate 
information. 

The Automated License Plate Reader is not operational as of yet. We have one system and have just begun installing it in 
a marked squad car. Initial training was provided on August ]'h to our technology unit. The training was theory only as 
the device is not operational. Several things must occur prior to implementation. Among these are the electronic and 
software integration into the vehicle itself as well as the server. The most important aspect will be the writing of the 
Standard Operating Procedures. Once these are complete we will have additional information available. 

There is not a firm timetable for the ALPR. 

If I can be of future assistance feel free to contact me. 

Lt. Mark Kirkpatrick 
Professional Standards 
(712) 898-4586 
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AMERICAN'CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
oIlOWI)': 

505 Fifth Avenue, Suite 901 

Des MOines,lA 50309-2316 

www.aclu-ia.org 

Transmitted by First Class Mail to: 

Public Records Custodian 
Sioux City Police Depmiment 
60 I Douglas St. 
Sioux City, iowa 5 j 10 I 

Re: Request Regarding Automatic License Plate Readers 

Dear Records Custodian: 

July 30, 2012 

This is a request under Iowa Code Chapter 22 by the American Civil Liberties Union 
Foundation ofIowa, Inc. The ACLU ofIowa defends and promotes individual freedoms and 
rights recognized under the U.S. and Iowa constitutions. 

Background of Request 

This request seeks records regarding automatic license plate readers (ALPRs). ALPRs are 
also sometimes referred to as Automatic Vehicle Identification, Car Plate Recognition or License 
Plate Recognition equipment and/or software. This records request uses ALPR in reference to 
any of this technology. 

Records Requested 

Please provide copies of the following records created from JanuaJY I, 2006 to the 
present: 

. t.t~. All records regarding your policies, practices and procedures for procuring and using 
l\ifr.(Y ALPR technology, and for storing, accessing and sharing data obtained through ALPR 
'f tcclUlology; 

(2. All records regarding the procurement of ALPR technology, including 
a. sources of funds used to pay for ALPR technology; 
b. invoices for the purchase of ALPR technology; 
c. local govenll11ent approval for any ALPR purchase; 
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d. interactions with vendors, suppliers and potential suppliers of ALPR technology, 
including materials and fact sheets supplied by vendors describing their 
products; 

~6t All records regarding the use of AL.PR technology, including 
\y a. what types of data are obtained; 

b. number oflicense plates scanned and/or read in a given time period (day, month, 
year, etc.); 

c. the number of ALPR units or systems acquired; 
d. the number of vehicles equipped with ALPR technology; 
e. for stationalY deployments, the number and physical location of ALPR units; 

tl 
f. the teclmical capabilities of the ALPR units; 

~~ . All records regarding the storage of data obtained using ALPR technology, including 
a. what types of data are stored for any period longer than an hour; 
b. how long data is stored; 
c. where data is stored; 
d. whether data batches are compiled into a single database; 
e. when data must be discarded; 

I ~,? r. how many individual license plate scan records your agency currently stores; 

t;n· All records regarding access to ALPR data, including 
0' a. the legal justification required before an individual officer initially accesses 

ALPR data concerning a given license plate; 
b. the legal justification required before an individual (other than the initial officer) 

subsequently accesses ALPR data; 
c. purposes for which the data may be accessed; 
d. purposes for which the data may nol be accessed; 
e. who may access the data, what procedures they must go through to obtain access, 

and who must authorize access; 
r. the existence or non-existence of a system that records who accesses the data and 

when the data is accessed; 

All records regarding the sharing of data obtained through ALPR technology, including 
a. what type of data is shared; 
b. which databases/programs/software your agency puts collected ALPR data into; 
c. which additional databases/programs/software do the APLR database sync with, 

meaning which databases can access the ALPR database; 
d. third parties, governnlental or private, that may access your agency's ALPR data, 

including what procedures third parties must go through in order to access the 
data and any restrictions placed on third pruiies regarding furilier sharing of your 
ALPR data; 

e. any agreements to share ALPR data with outside agencies, corporations or other 
entities; 

2 
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All records regarding obtaining ALPR data from third parties, including which databases 
your agency can access; 

All training materials used to instruct members of your agency in ALPR deployment, 
data management, or operation of automated records systems that contain ALPR data 
to which any member of your agency has access, including regional or shared ALPR 
databases. . 

We would prefer electronic copies. DVDs are a preferred format. Additionally, because 
the ACLU ofIowa is a non-profit public interest organization and a fee waiver in this case serves 
the public interest, we request a fee waiver. If such a waiver is denied, we will reimburse you for 
the reasonable cost of copying per statute. Please inform us in advance if the projected cost will 
be greater than $50. 

If you are unable to comply with all or part of this request, please contact us to discuss 
options. Under Iowa Code Chapter 22, a reasonable delay shall not exceed twenty days, and 
ordinarily should not exceed 10 business days. Any assertion of a privilege against disclosures 
of the infonnation requested should be made in writing and within that period. 

If there arc any other questions, please feel free to contact Rita Bettis at (515) 243-3988 
ext. 15, or rita.bettis@aclu-ia.org. 

to: 
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. Please furnish all applicable records 

American Civil Liberties Union ofIowa 
505 5th Avenue, Suite 901 
Des Moines, Iowa 50309 

Respectfully, 

~~,~~ 
Executive Director 
ACLU ofIowa Foundation, Inc. 
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x ~egular Session 
Study Session 
Closed Session 

CITY OF SIOUX CITY . , 
REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL ACTION 

MEETING DATE: July 11, 2011 ACTION ITEM # 6A 

FROM: Capt. Melvin Williams, Police Department 

SUBJECT: Resolution authorizing the Police Department to apply for a 2011 Byrne 
Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Program Award and authorizing the Mayor 
and City Clerk to sign an Interlocal Agreement between the City of Sioux 
City and Woodbury County, Iowa. 

Reviewed By: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Department 
Director 

Finance De­
x partment 

City 
x Attorney 

City Manag­
er 

Staff respectfully requests the City Council accept the Byrne Grant (JAG) Interlocal Agree-
ment with Woodbury County. . 

DISCUSSION: 
The Interlocal Agreernent is required by both federal and state authorities as a condition to 
receiving Byrne Grant (JAG) funding. According to these authorities the funding amount of 
$57,092.00 must bEl shared between the City and the County. The amount is divided equally 
(50%-50%) between the City and County ($28,546.00-$28,546.00). The Sioux City Police 
Department will use its portion of the funding to supplement two' salaried positions with the 
Tri-State Drug Task Force and to purchase an automated license plate reader. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

No matching funds required. 

RELATIONSHIP TO STRATEGIC PLAN: 
City of Sioux City Strategic Plan, 2010-2013: "We will enhance public health and safety by 
maximizing the utilization of technology, improve community engagement. and improve com­
munications and facilities." 

ALTERNATIVES (Optional): 

ATTACHMENTS: 
Resolution 
Interlocal Agreement. 
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Page 201 2 

GMS APPLICATION NUMBER ______ _ 

Section 3. 

Nothing In the performance of this Agreement shall Impose any liability for claims against COUNTY 
other than claims for which liability may be Imposed by the Iowa Tort Claims Act 

Section 4. 

Nothing In the performance of this Agreement shall impose any liability for claims agp.lnst CITY 
other than claims for which liability may be imposed by the Iowa Tort Claims Act 

Section 5. 

Each party to this agreement will be responsible for Its own actions In providing services under this 
agreement and shall not be liable for any civil liability that may arise from the furnishing of the services 
by the other party. 

Section 6. 

The parties to Ihls Agreement do not inlend for any Ihlrd party to oblaln a right by virtue of this 
Agreemenl 

Section 7. 

By entering Inlo this Agreemenl, Ihe parties do not Intend to create any obligations express or 
Implied other than those set out herein; further, this Agreement shall not create any rights In any 
party not a signatory hereto. 

COUNTY OF Woodbury County CITY OF Sioux City 

,~~ lfWda/!/#r--
Board of Supervisors City of Sioux City, IA 

ATTEST 

.... 

Usa L. McCardle, 'City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2011 - '000480 
with 'attachments 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE POLICE DEPARTMENT TO APPLY FOR A 
2011 BYRNE JUSTICE ASSISTANCE GRANT (JAG) PROGRAM AWARD AND 

. ~UTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO SIGN AN INTERLOCAL 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF SIOUX CITY AND WOODBURY 

.·.COUNTY, IOWA. 

WHEREAS, an application for the 2011 Byrne Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Program Award 
has to be made Jointly with Woodbury County as required by State .regulations; and 

WHEREAS, there Is attached hereto and by this reference made a part hereof, an Interloeal 
Agreement between the City of Sioux City and Woodbury County, Iowa; and 

WHEREAS, the City and County find that the execution of this Interlocal Agreement is in the 
best Interest of both parties, that the undertaking will benefit the public, and that the division of 
costs fairly compensates the performing party for the services of functions under this Interlocal 
Agreement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SIOUX 
CITY, that the Police Department Is hereby authorized to apply for a 2011 Byrne Justice 
Assistance Grant (JAG) Program Award. ..' 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Clerk be and they are hereby authorized 
and dlr~cted to execute an Interloeal Agr~eme~t I)etween the City of Sioux City and Woodbury 
County, Iowa. .' .. :. .'. 

PASSED AND APPROVEO':'1iif'. 
AnEST:~a. 

Lisa L. McCardle, City Clerk. 

'.' 

.. 
U;\City Lega\$eCIJre\Res2011\P<:foe'l2011 (JAG) Interloeallv¥Wi1h Wdby Cry.Doo 

, '. 
, . / 

flkA< 14c=: 
.: MI~~rt, Mayor 

" " 
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GMS APPLICATION NUMBER 401)· W-l3010-1 (l. - DJ 
THE STATE OF IOWA 

COUNTY OF Woodbury 

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT 

KNOW ALL BY THESE PRESENT 

BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF WOODBURY, IOWA AND THE CITY OF SIOUX CITY, IOWA; 

2011 BYRNE JUSTICE ASSISTANCE GRANT (JAG) PROGRAM AWARD 

This Agreement Is made and enlered into this July 11,2011, by and between The COUNTY of 
Woodbury, acting by and through Its governing body, the Board of Supervisors, hereinafter referred to 
as COUNTY, and the CITY of Sioux City, acting by and through Its governing body, the City Council, 
hereinafter referred to as CITY, both of Woodbury County, State of Iowa, witnesseth: 

WHEREAS, this Agreement Is made under the authority of Iowa Code; and 

WHEREAS, each governing body, In performing governmental functions or In paying for the 
performance of governmental functions hereunder, shall make that performance or t\1ose payments 
from current revenues legally available to that p~rtY.: and 

I 
WHEREAS, each govemlng body finds that the performance of this Agreement Is In'the best 
Interests of both parties, that the undertaking will benefit the public, and that the division of costs 
fal~y compilnsates the performing party for the services or functions under this agreement: and 

WHEREAS, the COUNTY agrees to provide the CITY from the JAG award for the Justice Assistance 
Grant Program: and 

WHEREAS, the CITY and COUNTY believe It to be in their best Interests to reallocate the JAG 
funds. 

NOW THEREFORE, the COUNTY and CITY agree as follows: 

Section 1. 

COUNTY agrees·to pay CITY a total of $28,646 of JAG funds. 
, . 

Section 2. 

CITY agrees to use $10,546,00 for the Tri·State Drug Task Force and $18,000.00 for an automated 
license plate reader: . 

, . 
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DOCUMENT NUMBER 2011- 000480 FINAL ACTION DATE 

RESOLUTION MOTION OTHER 

Motion :l:fubA-v:t:- Motion Deleted 

secon-;:POC ht~ttr Second Failed 
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Nays Nays 

Abstain Abstain Other 

Absent Absent 
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