
        September 23, 2009 
 
 

Co-Sponsor H.R. 3245  
“Fairness in Cocaine Sentencing Act of 2009” 

 
 
Dear Representative: 
 
Our diverse organizations strongly urge that you co-sponsor and support H.R. 3245, the “Fairness in 
Cocaine Sentencing Act of 2009.”  This legislation, introduced by Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, 
and Homeland Security Chair Robert C. “Bobby” Scott (D-VA), was voted out of the full Judiciary 
Committee on July 29.  The bill is straightforward and fair – removing language from the U.S. Code 
which differentiates between crack cocaine and powder cocaine – two forms of the same drug. 
  
As the bill moves toward consideration by the full House of Representatives, it is essential that your voice 
for fairness be heard. Support for eliminating the disparity between crack cocaine and powder cocaine has 
gained unprecedented levels of support over the past year. In addition to the current Administration and 
the Department of Justice, prominent prosecutors and police chiefs from across the country are becoming 
increasingly vocal in their support for eliminating the disparity. Miami Police Chief John Timoney in his 
April 29 testimony before the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Crime and Drugs emphasized that the 
distinction between crack cocaine and powder cocaine defied logic from a law enforcement perspective 
saying, “It’s the same drug.  It’s just manufactured differently.”  Former U.S. Attorney for the Western 
District of Tennessee, Veronica Coleman-Davis testified before the House Subcommittee on Crime, 
Terrorism and Homeland Security that correcting this injustice “is not only consistent with good policy, 
but also good politics.” Before his recent retirement, Los Angeles Police Chief William Bratton also 
expressed his support for the complete elimination of the disparity.   
 
During remarks at a national prosecutor’s conference in July, Attorney General Eric H. Holder, Jr. said, 
“[a]lthough some may seek to impose the ‘soft-on-crime’ label on anyone who speaks the truth about this 
issue, we all know that this egregious difference in punishment is simply wrong.” He went on to stress 
that “(t)he Department of Justice will never back down from its duty to protect our citizens and our 
neighborhoods from drugs or from the violence that too often accompanies the drug trade.  But we must 
discharge this duty in a way that protects our communities as well as the public’s confidences in the 
criminal justice system.” 
 
Elimination of the disparity between crack cocaine and powder cocaine sentences is not only fair, but 
would also save taxpayers money, a critical consideration in our current economic recession and 
accompanying steep budget deficits. Moreover, passage of H.R. 3245 would improve public safety and 
restore federal drug enforcement priorities by allowing low-level crack cocaine offenses to be punished 
under state, rather than federal, law -  freeing the federal government to focus on high-level traffickers 
and dealers. As Attorney General Holder and others have noted, the current cocaine sentencing disparity 
erodes public confidence in our criminal justice system, particularly in minority communities, 
discouraging cooperation with law enforcement and influencing jury deliberations. 
 
The window of opportunity is open now to finally rectify this grave injustice which has remained 
unresolved for nearly a quarter of a century.  Co-sponsor H.R. 3245 today, the “Fairness in Cocaine 
Sentencing Act of 2009,” by contacting Jesselyn McCurdy, jesselyn.mccurdy@mail.house.gov, 225-



5727.  The undersigned organizations thank you for your support of this important step towards fair and 
rational sentencing.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

Lorenzo Jones 
Executive Director 
A Better Way Foundation 
 
Keith Wm. DeBlasio 
Executive Director 
AdvoCare, Inc. 
 
Michael W. Macleod-Ball 
Acting Director  
Washington Legislative Office, 
American Civil Liberties Union 
 
Beth Motin 
Legislative and Political Director 
American Federation of  
Government Employees 
 
Deborah Small 
Executive Director 
Break the Chains, Communities of  
Color and the War on Drugs 
 
Nicole Austin-Hillery 
Director and Counsel- Washington Office 
The Brennan Center for Justice at  
New York University School of Law 
 
Marsha Weissman 
Executive Director 
Center for Community Alternatives 
 
Esmeralda Simmons, Esq. 
Executive Director 
Center for Law and Social Justice,  
Medgar Evers College, CUNY 
 
Divine Pryor, Ph.D. 
Deputy Executive Director 
Center for NuLeadership on Urban 
Solutions 

Stephen J. Steurer, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
Correctional Education Association 
 
Ronald S. Sullivan, Jr. 
Director  
Criminal Justice Institute,  
Harvard Law School †† 
 
Ethan Nadelmann 
Executive Director 
Drug Policy Alliance 
 
David Borden 
Executive Director 
Drug Reform Coordination Network 
 
Julie Stewart 
President and Founder 
Families Against Mandatory Minimums 
 
Jo Ann Page 
CEO 
Fortune Society 
 
Rev. Dr. Eliezer Valentin-Castanon 
Assistant General Secretary 
General Commission on Religion and Race, 
The United Methodist Church 
 
Jim Winkler 
General Secretary 
General Board of Church and Society,  
The United Methodist Church 
 
Dr. Ron Daniels 
Executive Director 
Institute of the Black World 21st Century 
 

                                                 
†† for affiliation only 



Jane Browning 
Executive Director 
International Community Corrections 
Association 
 
Charles Sullivan 
Executive Director 
International CURE  
 
Kirsten Millnick 
Associate Director 
Interfaith Drug Policy Initiative 
 
Melissa Rothstein 
East Coast Program Director 
Just Detention International 
(formerly Stop Prisoner Rape) 
 
Tracy Velazquez 
Executive Director 
Justice Policy Institute 
 
Nkechi Taifa 
Convener 
Justice Roundtable 
 
Kemba Smith 
President 
Kemba Smith Foundation 
 
Jack A. Cole 
Executive Director 
Law Enforcement Against Prohibition 
 
Barbara Arnwine 
Executive Director 
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights  
Under Law 
 
Wade Henderson 
Executive Director 
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights 
 
Gabrielle de la Gueronniere 
Director of National Policy 
Legal Action Center 

Gabriel Schlaback 
Legislative Assistant for Domestic Affairs 
Mennonite Central Committee 
Washington Office 
 
Arthur Burnett, Sr. 
National Executive Director 
National African American Drug Policy 
Coalition, Inc. 
 
Addie Richburg 
President 
National Alliance of Faith and Justice 
 
John Payton 
Director-Counsel and President 
NAACP Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund 
 
Hilary Shelton 
Director, Washington Bureau & 
Senior Vice President for  
Advocacy and Policy 
National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People 
 
Ronald Hampton 
Executive Director 
National Black Police Association 
 
Jeffrey Edison 
Chair, Drug Sentencing Task Force 
National Conference of Black Lawyers 
 
Bob Matthews 
President 
National Association of Blacks in Criminal 
Justice 
 
Cynthia Hujar Orr 
President 
National Association of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers 
 
 
 



Elizabeth J. Clark, PhD, ACSW & MPH 
Executive Director 
National Association of Social Workers 
 
Mavis Thompson 
President 
National Bar Association 
 
Peter Hayden 
President 
National Black Alcoholism and Addictions 
Council 
 
Veronica F. Coleman-Davis 
President/CEO 
National Institute for Law and Equity 
 
Sarah Bryer 
Director 
National Juvenile Justice Network 
 
Jo-Ann Wallace  
President and CEO 
National Legal Aid & Defender Association 
 
Marc Morial 
President and CEO 
National Urban League 
 
Stephen Rickard 
Executive Director 
Open Society Policy Center 
 
Alvin J. Bronstein 
President  
Penal Reform International/ 
The Americas 
 
Pat Nolan 
Vice President 
Prison Fellowship 
 
Cynthia Robbins  
Co-Director  
Racial Justice Initiative 
 

Onaje Muid 
Clinical Associate Director 
Reality House, Inc. 
 
Malika Saada Saar 
Executive Director 
Rebecca Project for Human Rights 
 
Rabbi David Saperstein, Director, 
Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism, 
Union for Reform Judaism/Central 
Conference of American Rabbis 
 
Diane Williams 
President and CEO 
Safer Foundation 
 
Dennis Sobin 
Director 
Safe Streets Arts Foundation 
 
Patricia Beauchemin 
Executive Director 
Therapeutic Communities of America 
 
Marc Mauer 
Executive Director 
The Sentencing Project 
 
Christine Gray  
Executive Director 
TimeBanks USA 
 
Rev. Peter Morales 
President 
Unitarian Universalist Association of 
Congregations 
 
State and Local Organizations 
 
Kit Murphy McNally 
Executive Director 
Benedict Center 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
 
 



Joe Starman 
Director 
Independence House 
Denver, Colorado 
 
James A. Hemm 
Executive Director 
New Jersey Association on Correction 
 
Lusanne Green 
Executive Director 
Ohio Community Corrections Association 
 
Gayle Dittmer 
President 
Ohio Justice Alliance for Community 
Corrections 
 
Louise G. White 
Director 
The Reentry Task Force 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Yvonne Blackmond 
President 
Restoring Dignity, Inc. 
Southfield, Michigan 
 
Dr. Beautinia Robinson 
President 
Southern California Fostercare Mentoring 
Network   
 
Teresa Mathis 
Executive Director 
Washington Association of  
Criminal Defense Lawyers 
 
Roger Goodman 
State Representative, 45th District 
Washington State Legislature 
President, Voluntary Committee of  
Lawyers King County Bar Association 
 
 
 

Richard E. Steinberg 
President and CEO 
WestCare Foundation  
 
 


