
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT:
Torture Documents

In 2003, the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) filed a Freedom
of Information Act (FOIA) request for records concerning the treat-
ment, death, and rendition of detainees in U.S. custody. Since then,
the government has released more than 100,000 pages of respon-
sive records, including memos in which Justice Department
lawyers attempted to justify harsh interrogation techniques that,
at times, amounted to torture.

The American public and the world have the right to know the
truth about these abuses, the policies that led to them, and the
leaders whose decisions put the policies in place. The ACLU con-
tinues to pursue the release of information about detainee tor-
ture and abuse. The truth must be aired and our leaders held
accountable.

Visit our Torture Document Search tool to find details about the
incidents, decisions, policies, agencies, and leaders behind the
systematic torture and abuse of those in U.S. custody.

http://www.aclu.org/torturefoia

NATIONAL SECURITY PROJECT

The ACLU’s National Security Project advocates for national se-
curity policies that are consistent with the Constitution, the rule
of law, and fundamental human rights. The Project litigates cases
relating to detention, torture, discrimination, surveillance, cen-
sorship, and secrecy. Originally created as an informal working
group after the September 2001 attacks, the National Security
Project is now at the forefront of virtually every major legal battle
relating to national security, human rights, and civil liberties. 
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To learn more, visit www.aclu.org/safeandfree.


