13 July 2007

Dear Representative,

As local, state, and national organizations concerned about the health and education of out nation’s
young people, we are profoundly dismayed by the House Appropriations Committee’s decision to
increase funding for the Community-Based Abstinence Education (CBAE) program by $28 million for
fiscal year 2008. We urge members of the House of Representatives, in the strongest possible terms,
to reverse this ill-advised and fiscally irresponsible decision by ending or significantly cutting federal
funding for CBAE.

Congress ought not suppott programs that censor information, promote gender stereotypes, provide
inaccurate and misleading information, serve a narrow ideological agenda, and jeopardize the wellbeing of
young people. Moreover, it is unconscionable that Congtess would increase funding for programs that are
unsupported by every leading public health and medical organization in this country and abroad. Every
major medical and public health organization supports a comprehensive approach to sexuality education.
These include the American Academy of Pediatrics, the American Medical Association, the American
Nurses Association, the American Public Health Association, the Institute of Medicine, the National
Institutes of Health, and the Society for Adolescent Medicine, among othets. Several, including the
American Public Health Association, the Institute of Medicine, and the Society for Adolescent Medicine,
have gone so far as to call for the repeal of cutrent abstinence-only programs and funding.

Scientific evidence does not suppott abstinence-only-until-martiage programs. No study in a
professional peetr-reviewed journal has found these programs to be broadly effective. Most recently, a
tederally funded study of abstinence-only programs was conducted by Mathematica Policy Research
Inc. on behalf of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Released in April 2007, the
study found no evidence that abstinence-only programs have achieved their goal to inctease rates of
sexual abstinence. This report followed on the heels of 13 states that evaluated their Title V
abstinence-only-until-marriage programs with results ranging from finding the programs ineffective to
finding them to be harmful. In addition, the non-partisan Government Accountability Office in
November 2006 made clear that abstinence-only programs receive insufficient oversight and have few
mechanisms in place to measure program effectiveness.

It is noteworthy that 10 states have rejected federal funding (through Title V of the Social Security
Act) for abstinence-only programs. Acting on principle and in the best interest of their youth, these
governors have rebuffed a source of much needed revenue because they concluded that these unduly
restrictive and ideologically driven programs were, at a minimum, ineffective and, at worst, harmful.

Finally, from a political perspective, it is puzzling that Congtress would increase funding for these programs
when more than 90% of parents support comprehensive sexuality education and more than 6 in 10 voters
say they are more likely to vote for a candidate who supports comprehensive sexuality education.

Since the Republican takeover in 1996, these programs have received unprecedented support and have
exploded into a full fledged industry, funded by the federal government and connected to some of the most
tar right groups in the country. Now more than $1.5 billion of taxpayer money has been wasted. This
misappropriation of federal funds to support an ideological agenda is even more disturbing given that
funding for evidence-based programs, such as those for HIV prevention, was previously slashed and has not
been fully restored in this bill. The 110" Congress needs to do better by the young people of America.
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In light of its lack of support from voters as well as medical and public health institutions, and its
proven failure, we respectfully ask that you eliminate or cut—not increase—CBAE funding. Given
that the previous chairman flat-funded these programs for the past two years, we expected better, not
worse, from this new Congtess.

America’s families need real solutions that will help delay the onset of sexual activity and prevent
unintended pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS. Abstinence-only
programs are not the answer. Our youth deserve more from this Congress.

Sincerely,
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