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(U) Identifying Homegrown Violent Extremists Before They Strike 

(Ul/FOUO) The attempted bombing in Times Square on 1 May 2010 highlights the need 
to identify homegrown violent extrernists before they carry cut a terrorist act The abi!ity 
of the bomber to operate under the radar demonstrates the difficulties r:1ssociated with 
identifying terrorist activity ~nd reinforces the need for IGtw enforcement, at all levels, to 
bl'! vigilant and lo identi~I in~iivid~1ais who are planning violence or other illegal activities 
in support of terrorism. 

(U//FOUO) Activities that might warrant reporting am listed below. A.ny 011e or more of 
these im:Hcators cf possible terrorist activity may be laslgnificant on its own. but 
when occurring with other indicators, particularly advocacy of violence. may 
provide a basis for reporting. In the course of official acl:vities, and to the extent 
permitted by law, agencies are encouraged to forward to state and local fusion centers , 
Joint Terrorism Task Forces, and FBI Field Offices information on entities that are 
plan:1ing o:- committing acts of a suspic-ious nature, crimina~ or ctherNise, that may 
:ndicate a potential threat to U.S. interests and warrant furt!mr mvestigat!on This 
information srlould not be coilected sorely on Firat Amendment protected actvities or or. 
ti1e basis of any raciai, ethnic, religious, or ether profHe. 
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(Ul/FOUO} No'te: OHS, FBl! and NCTC are oot advocating interference with the 
rights of tawNabiding citizens. There may be a fegitimate reason why some of the 
indicators describ-ed in this document are present; It is up to you to determine when 
that is not the case. lf you observe suspicious activities that warrant the attention 
of federal law enforce-ment entities, please <:ontact your nearest state and local 
fusion center and yQur local FBI Field Office or Joint Terrorism Task Fore~. 
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