
SECRET/NOFORN 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

January 27, ~O 17 
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Prnidcntial Authori1ation on Dcpa~nl of Defense Proposals Related to Yemrn 

PIU:.SlDE!IITIAI AUTHORIZATION 

0074 

Secretary ol Defense James N. Manis. on behalf of the Department of Defense:, proposed Presidential 
authorization an lhc following actions b)· t.hr United States related lO Yemen: 

I. The t;nitcd Stales provide U.S. mililAI)' suppon to the Un ired Arab fmiratcs ( UAE) for -
.. to a UAL-led operation by Y cmeni fon:es against al-Qaida in the Arabian Pcninwla (AQAP) 
in ShJbwah, Yemen. • 

-- - - -: . . ..: a :: ~ : 

On Thursda)'. January 26. ~017, the Pn:~ident of the United States authorized the Oepar1ment of Defense 
to provide U.S. military supJXlft to the UAE for - to a UAE-led operation by Yemeni forces 
against al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP} in Shabwah. Yemen. The President authorized rhe 
fOllo. in . 1 p«l.5 of this plan: 

,... ~ ~ . - - - -~ 
-~ - -:.. - - ..... 

- --- -

l. To conduct airstrikes again~t AQAP targets and d\:signa1e· ~ an "area of 
X'live hostilities.•• with zero el(pccted civilian noncombatant deaths for ~h such suike; 
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AN AREA OF ACTIVE HOSTILITIES (AAH) FOR THE PURPOSES OF REF E. 
2.E.4. Will MAINTAiJN A !NON-COMBATANT CASUALTY CUT-OFF VALUE STANDARD OF ZERO (I.E., ZERO 
EXPECTED OIVH]AN1 NO COMBATANT 
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PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL. 
2 .D. ""tS't" PER REF D, THE POTUS HAS APPROVED REF B. 
2.E. f&t- CDRUSCEN'ICOM IS AUTHORIZED TO SUPPORT THE UAE SHABWAH 
OFFr.NSIVE AS DESCRIBED IN REF 9. 

2 .E:. J . "tS+­
HOSTILITIES 
2.E.4. -t&t 

AN AREA OF ACTIVE 
. . H'E PURPOSES OF REF E . 

VALUE STANDARD OF ZERO 
I LL MAINTAIN A NON-COMBATANT CASUALTY CUT-OFF 

(I.E., ZERO EXPECTED CIVILIAN NONCOMBATANT 
FOR. FIRES:._, _ 
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