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Israel TV reported on 7th October t hat Amin al- Hindi , head of the Palestinian 
General Intelligence Service , had commented on reports that the Palestinian Security 
Service had det a i ned f our I s l amic J i had act i vis t s i n the Be thlehem region , one o f 
whom planned to carry out a suicide operation in Jerusalem . The TV said that Hindi 
had told one of its corr espondents t hat "despite t he p olit i ca l impasse and despite 
Israel ' s non-adherence to and procrastination in implementing the Oslo agreement , 
the Palestinian security services were carrying out fully their duty to protect the 
agr eement and p r event a ny a c t i on tha t could affe c t the credi bi l i ty o f t he Palestinia n 
position in its commitment to the peace process, as this was the strategic choice 
o f t he Pa l est i ni a n people" . 

The I s r aeli news paper ' Yedi' ot Aha r a not ' repor t ed on 7th October that " an Ar ab 
youth from the [occupied) territories" had been arrested by Palestinian police in 
Bethlehem " in the middle of last week" . He had been " recuited by the rejectionist 
organi zati ons" and although he was not carrying expl osives when arrested, it was 
believed that he was " supe osed to receive the e~e.!.£sives from Hamas activists in 
East Jerusalem" . The report added that the man, who had made a confession dur ing 
interrogation , had planned to disguise himself as a soldier and detonate a bomb on 
a crowded bus . 

The same rep or t added t hat a l arge-scale manhunt was u nder way for two Hamas members 
who had escaped from Nablus prison the previous week and were believed to be "on their 
way to carry out t errorist attacks in Israel " . Palest inian security forces had 
managed to capture two other pri soners who had escaped at the same time . 
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