
TSA 15-00014 - 003257

20 of 42 DOCUMENTS 

Western Mail 

July 12 , 2001 , Friday 

QUICK- THINKING POLICE THWART SUICIDE BOMBER; 
ISRAEL : PALESTINIAN PREVENTED FROM DETONATING 

EXPLOSIVE 

SECTION: NEWS; Pg . 4 

LENGTH : 395 words 

Page 1 

POLI CE. l eaped on a Palestinian. sui c i de bomber yesterday and grabbed a bag packed 
wi t h expl osives and nails from him just as he tried t o detonate it in a busy Israeli 
town . 

If the y had acted a split second l ater the pol ice and people near them in Afula, 
nort hern Israel , would have been blown up . 

The town was sealed off a nd police asked residents t o remain indoors while 
security forces searched for the bomber ' s accomplice . 

The incident began when a bag bel i eved to be full of explosives was discovered 
in a town centre bank . 

When police arrived, a man was seen fleeing the scene with another bag . 

As po l ice gave chase , he tried to set it off wi th a switch he was holding, said 
spokesman Yossi Hasson . 

Officers managed to j ump on the suspect , grab the expl osive from him and prevent 
i t from going off, Hasson said . 

The original bag found i n the bank did not contain explos i ves , pol ice said . 
Israeli police have been on high alert for bombings in light of 10 months of clashes 
wi t h the Pa l esti nians . 

Twenty- one I sraelis were ki l l ed l ast month when a bomber exploded himself i n a 
l ine of people out s i de a Tel Aviv di sco . 

The incident yesterday began when three detectives in an unmarked car notice 
a man act ing suspiciously, police spokesman Yaron Zamir said. 

When one of the policemen yelled at t he suspect , he began running . The three 
deteclives jumped on the man and threw him Lo the ground as he pressed a switch in 
his hand , apparent tL t rying to detonate t he bag . 

Af ter the policemen wrest l ed t he bag f rom the man ' s hands , they noticed an 
electric wire with a detonator coming out of one side of it , Zamir said . 

Sappers who were called to the scene later safely detonated a pipe bomb that 
cont ained nails and screws , for greater deadliness . 




