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powerlessness and isolation.

Within minutes of the blast, foreign ministry officials were summoned to the
police cordons to tell journalists that the suicide attack was the direct result of
this week's condem nation of Israel at the UN conference on racism in Durban, South
Africa.

Michal Cafrey-Yardeni, an adviser to the Israeli education minister, who was
slightly injured while driving to work, said: "I think I had a miracle today. I really
realised the difference a few seconds and a few metres (can make)."

Several bystanders were furious with the prime minis ter, Ariel Sharon, for going
ahead with a visit to Moscow yesterday. There were alsoc the inevitable demands for
severe retaliation.

The mayor of Jerusalem, Ehud Olmert, said: "I know there is no absolute answer
(to terror), no magical solution.

"We must not sell illusions to the public. We must continue to strike at them."

Yesterday the sense of siege engulfed Jerusalem's small expatriate community.
Ls parents arrived at the lycee to take their shaken children home, a schocl official
said: "Some are in shock. The children and their teachers need a quiet place.”

Since the beginning of the academic year this week the lycee has forbidden its
pupils children to leave the school yard until the end of classes, and posted a guard
on the gate.

"I always knew this could happen," salid a teacher huddled on the steps, who
declined to give her name. "But we simply went on hoping it would not."

Linda Grant, page 16 Special report on Israel and the Middle East at guard-
ian.co.uk/israel
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