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The sun was just rising on a regular Israeli workday as the No . 6 bus rumbled quietly 
a l ong Sunday . A soldier dozed in the back wi t h headphones on . From he r sea t , another 
soldier, like many edgy bus riders in Israel , eyed her fellow passengers , but saw 
noth i ng to cause alarm . 

As the bus neared a busy intersection , a nondescript man wearing the prayer shawl 
and skull cap of religious Jews detonated a bomb, b l owing hi msel f up and ki l l i ng seven 
passengers . The force of the blast punched a gaping hole in the front of the bus and 
s howered t he pavement wi t h g lass . 

The gush of met a l and fire to r e t hrough one of the driver ' s legs , and as he lost 
control of the vehicle its back end fishtailed , smashing a sidewalk bus stop shelter . 
The l ong , t wo-s ectioned bus fi l led with smo ke , and scr eams of panic a nd pain . 

The bodies of the dead r emained sitti ng upr ight i n their seats , including t hat 
of a woman with short dark hair whose head slumped back and whose legs were still 
crossed . One man ' s body, hea ved by the blast , leaned from a broken window . 

The a t tacke r st r uck a f ew mi nutes bef ore 6 a . m. (03 00 GMT) at one o f Jerusalem' s 
largest intersections , wedged between the Arab neighborhood of Shuafat and the Jewish 
ne i ghborhood of Fr ench Hi l l in a part of Jerusalem that I srael captur e d in the 1967 
war and that is claimed by the Palestinians . 

Over nearly 32 months of violence , attackers have often struck the busy in­
tersecti on , whose s i dewalks are frequent ly crowded wi t h hi tchhikers and sold iers 
wait ing for buses . Three other suicide bombers have ki l led seven bystanders there . 

In November 2001 , a gunman sprayed bullets into a bus at the intersection, killing 
two . Several car bombs also have shaken the neighborhood without causing injuries . 

Thi r t y mi nutes a f ter Sunday ' s bus att ack , a second suicide bomber , apparently 
unable to pass police roadblocks that were quickly set up , detonated his expl osives 
not far up the street , in an Arab neighborhood on the city ' s outskirts . He killed 
hi mse l f , but no one e l se was i njured . 

Sgt . Dekel Shai , 19 , who had shut his eyes in the back of the bus on his way back 
to base after a weekend break, was jolted awa ke by the blast . He waved down a police 
car and went back to help the wounded . He tried to pr y open the bus ' s front door , 
but his hands kept slipping on the blood-soaked surface . 
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Shai said he used t he tourniquet that al l soldiers carry i n t heir f irs t aid kits 
t o s t op t he bleeding in t he bus driver ' s t orn l eg . The driver , Yitzhak Hayat , in his 
50s , screamed in pain . 

" He was panicki ng , so I just kissed hi m on t he forehead t o quiet him," recal led 
Sha i f rom a hospi t a l be d whe r e he wa s under obse rvati on . "The r e we r e peop le panic ki ng 
who I real ly wanted to he lp but I didn ' t know how." 

Hayat was in serious but stable condition following surgery at a Jerusalem 
hosp ita l. 

Sgt . Ve r ed Loyevsky , 1 9, anot her soldier on he r way back t o t he base, said ever y 
time she travel s by bus she keeps her M-16 rifle close at hand , knowing the weapon 
migh t be her only cha nc e of stopping a poten t i a l bombe r . 

" When you are a sol dier you have a lot of r espons i b ility," she said . 

Loyevsky fol l owe d t he same ri t ua l on Sunday , but sa i d she saw nothing suspic i ous . 
She was recovering at a hospita l from s hrapnel wounds to her l eg . 

Sunday ' s bus bombing was the firs t s uch attack in Jerusalem since. last November . 
Bombers have waged 93 suicide a t t acks , ki lling 357 b yst anders , since t he current 
viol ence erupted in September 2000 . Most attacks are carried out b y Hamas , I s l amic 
J ihad a nd t he Al Aqsa Ma r t yrs ' Brigades , a g r oup linked to t he ma instream Fa t a h , have 
c l aimed responsibility . 

Police said the. bomber was dressed i n a white prayer shawl . and skul l cap worn by 
observant Jews, perhaps to give t he impress i on he was comi ng home from morning 
prayers . Pa l estinian suicide bombers have dressed as Orthodox Jews and Israeli 
soldiers in the ea§.t . Some have d ed their hair blond to min le into crowds unnoticed . 

Af t er the blast , Uri Lupol ianski , Jerusalem ' s f i rst ul tra- Orthodox J ewis h mayor , 
grimly sur ve yed t he scene . Sunda y ' s bomb ing was t he f i rst a t t a ck to occur s inc e he 
took the post several months ago . 

" I prayed every day bef ore I was mayor for myse l f and for my f amily , but since 
I bec ame mayor I p ray f or all the citizens of Jerusalem, " he said . "Every day that 
I see t hings are OK, I ' m so happy . Now, this is so terrib le ." 
j ak/lj a < 
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