Situational Awareness: A Key to Avoiding Danger on Subways Page 1 of 3

From: Stratfor [noreply@stratfor.com]

Sent: Monday, May 11, 2009 11:15 AM

To: Baumann, Emily

Subject: Sample article: Situational Awareness: A Key to Avoiding Danger on Subways

» Stratfor logo

This email is just a fraction of what STRATFOR Members get.
Don't miss out on our full range of intelligence; click here to join
STRATFOR today.

Situational Awareness: A Key
STRATFOR's Members-only website Provides 24/7... tO Avoiding Danger on

e Obijective facts and non-partisan analysis Subways

« Maps, podcasts & interactive features

. Coverage around the world July 27, 2005 | 2153 GMT

On July 26, New York City police began conducting

Click Here Now - Free Trial random searches of subway passengers' bags amid

security concerns raised by the July 7 London

Be STRATFOR's Guest for 7 days. bombings. Officials from the Washington, D.C., transit

Access our Intelligence services. system will travel to New York on July 28 to evaluate

the new measures for possible use in the capital's

¥ FREE seven-day trial of STRATFOR.com

metro.

Considering the difficulties in securing public transportation -- the New York City subway carries an estimated 4.5
million riders a day; Washington's carries about 700,000 -- the government can provide an overall level of security and
local law enforcement agencies can enhance security with increased vigilance. Ultimately, however, passengers must

take some responsibility for their own personal security.

The best way is to maintain a heightened level of situational awareness. Being observant of surroundings and the
people in the vicinity is essential to identifying potential threats and dangerous situations. Daily commuters will find it
tempting to immerse themselves in a book or newspaper to pass the time, but it is a good idea to at least pause long

enough to evaluate people as they board the train at each stop.

Coupled with good situational awareness is the need for commuters to trust their own instincts. On a primal level,
people are aware of potential dangers in their environment, though they often are inhibited. from acting on their
instincts. Many victims of crime or terrorism relate after the fact that they sensed that something was wrong before the
attack, but did not act on their instincts. They often say they noticed unusual behavior in the person who attacked
them, but did not associate it with an immediate danger. The bottom line is that instincts usually prove right -- if
something feels wrong, it probably is. When it comes to personal safety in the hustle and bustle of the mass transit

system, people must learn to trust their own radar.

Part of recognizing a danger is to know what to look for. The Israeli government has issued a set of guidelines for its

security forces to use to identify. potential suicide bombers, including:
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