BBC NEWS | Middle East | Bomb hits Israeli bus station

El_l Home MNews Sport Radio TV Weather Languages

]

UK version @ International version | About the versions

[B|B|C]
I3 Watch | One-Minute World News
NAS

News Front Page Last Updated: Sunday, 28 August 2005, 10:45 GMT 11:45 UK

N aﬁ' B E-mail this to a friend & Printable version
'ﬁ —<:¥ Bomb hits Israeli bus station
' " %, A suicide bombing has \ -
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Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas, condemning the attack,
described it as a "terrorist operation".

But he also described a recent Israeli raid in the West Bank
in which five Palestinians died as a "provocation".

Have Your Say The Islamic Jihad group had sworn to take revenge for the

In Pictures deaths.
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RELATED BBC SITES A bus driver told Israel Radio that the suicide bomber was
SPORT carrying a heavy bag, prompting him to alert a security
WEATHER guard. Before he could get on the bus he was stopped, and
onN THIS DAy he blew himself up nearby, according to police.
EDITORS' BLOG
Languages "The [bomber] then walked...
100 metres (yards) away from
the bus and blew up," the
driver said. "It was a very
powerful explosion."

The two security guards who
were critically wounded
suffered shrapnel wounds and
burns all over their bodies, a
paramedic told Israel's Channel
10 TV. :

The bomber's remains were
scattered at the scene.

A paramedic covered the dead

The last serious bomb attack inPomber's head with a bag

Israel was in the coastal city of Netanya on 12 July, when
five people were killed.

Beersheba was hit almost a year ago, when twin bus blasts in

the city killed 16 people. Those attacks were claimed by
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Palestinian Hamas militants.

Speaking after Sunday's blast, a spokesman for Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon said "Israel has taken the necessary
steps to further the prospects of peace with the Palestinians."

The bombing, said spokesman David Baker, "is another
indication that the Palestinian Authority must take proper
steps against terror, and without these steps, there will be no
progress between both sides".

Mr Abbas said in a statement that it was vital everyone
remain committed to the truce, "despite all the Israeli
provocations, most recently the killing of five Palestinians in
Tulkarem, among them three children".

Israel says the five men killed in the West Bank raid were
militants wanted in connection with suicide bombings.

'Fire with fire'

Hamas has said attacks on Israel must continue, despite the
withdrawal of Jewish settlers from the Gaza Strip.

Mr Sharon told Israelis at the N i i

time that while the withdrawal

was a risky manoeuvre, it was \ wesT

the best way to ensure security BANK JoRDAN
in the longer term. GAZA

u]
ISRAEL Jerusalem

But he also gave stark

warnings on how Israel would
respond if it appeared that the OBeersheba
Palestinians were failing to
crack down on extremist groups.

"To an outstretched hand we shall respond with an olive
branch,” he said, "but we shall fight fire with the harshest fire
ever."
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