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Suicide (Homicide) Bombers: Part |

This is the first of a two-part series on suicide
bombers. Part | covers profiles of suicide
bombers and common beliefs behind commit-
ting a terrorist act. By profiling the suicide
bomber, law enforcement personnel can better
understand the types of actions asscociated
with suicide bombers and can be betler pre-
pared 1o prevent attacks.

Introduction

Seplember 2000 s rocognized as aowatershed event i

modern American Tustory, On that day, nineteen members off

the Al Qoeda terrorist organization engaped in strategic-level
sulcide bombimas agamst the Unied States. By dav's end. the
World Trade Conter rowvers were nothing mare than twisted
heaps of steel and concrete. one section of the Pentagon Ly
devastated. and the remains of the Tast hijacked plane were
spread across d leld in Pennsylvania. Roughly three thousand
Americans dicd in the attacks, and their disruptive efTects
dealt aserious blow o o ceonomy, with losses caleuluted in
the tens ol billions of dollars.

Lixactly when the next suicide bommbing will take place on
American <oil s unkiown, but 1nost Counterlerronsut experls
believe that more attacks are aocertainty, Experts also believe
that they will happen sooner rather tuan later. and that they
will tuke place with inereasing frequency, Expericnce
stgrgrests that the next attack will not he as spectacular as that
of O-11.

Many people are unasane Ui o July 1997 Brooklvn po-
e mterdhcted o double suicide bonthing attengn aeanst the
New York sulreay systein. sewzng mwluple explosive devices
i avaid hooes prioe (o the planned bombing. Duaring the raid,
attharities uncoverad Tinks oo tercorist gronp that had com-
mitted o double suicide bombing moa Jerisalem market. An-
other imerdicted antack, possibly planned as o suicide bombh-
g, wars ta take place an New Year's Eve i 1999 An Al
Qaedi terrorist, called the “Millennium Bomber™ by the press,
wis stopped ad arrested ar the ULS —Canadian border. He was
carrying explosives and plimoed (o place o Large suitcase
hamb at the Tom Bradley Internatonal Terminal in Los Ange-

les.

Comparad with other nations, such as Iseael and Russi,
the United States has been spared the horror of frequent sui-
cisle bombings. Howevers depending on developments in the
war o lerrorisim and related matters, this siduation could
change. Fmbedded cells of milicins with international ties w
terrorisme ay well as domestic terrorists, pose the polential Tor
suicide bombings and other altacks.

Suicide bombings can be deseribed as a blurring ol erime
andd wars While they may appear mere warlike than eriminal.
their elfects are essentially, the same, and Taws enforeement is
faced with the challenges of preventing such activns and con-
ducting postincident investigations, Law enloreenwent person-
el need o recognize thiat. 15 cncountered. asuicide bomber
will behave differently from anormal strect erintinal and will
actively engage pelice forces, as would any other “eriminal-
soldiet™ Delonging i Wrrorist or Dsurgenl orgasaimi,

Meodern suieide bonibimgs began in Lebanon i December
1981 by the Shuma Aol eroupr, whieh had Tnks with Hesbal-
Ll upron thie Tatr™s Tormaton, Radical [slanue proups reler o
these bombines as “nartyrdom operations.” while demecratic
sacieties eall them “swede™ or “homicide™ Bombimgs, Tid-
tally o Shitin activity, these bombings are now heing con-
ducted by Sunniand even some secular Iskunic sronps. Re-
cently,a commumst-ispired and even o Tanilereorist gronp
harve also engaged insiieide bombings, Over e past iwenty-
five years, these bumbings have spread across the glohe. with
widents numbering somewhere arownd one thousand. In
Iray. multiple Al Qaeda atliliates and Zargawi network suicide
hombers tarzet TS, military torces woeekly, On <ome days
nore than wen suicide bombings aceur,

Much of whut we know about the methods of suicide
bentbers is gleaned rom these combat siluations and olher nu-
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questions

The Tellowing guestions are hased on information in this Trafnimg Kev Select the
one best answer for cach question.

1. Which of the following slatements s fofse?!
ferd Seicrele bemnibrive g celtesspris erve srent ver beea mede within the Ledited States.
(e Merst o wileert we ko presentdy abrent susterele onndiings hirs come frowe expe-
rierces overseas i Iveael o freg.
fed A mwerjor disichvantage of sidctde Dombers on joot Iy the tinited cinonnt of ex-
prlersives it ey e veasonaldy concead anid carme
(el A segor advantage af suicide bambrers on joor (o dhar tey can penetiate -
pets Ned othierwise avadlable to ot vehicles.,

2. Which of the following siaements is fefse?

{etd Tl merisn cidveitage of velvicloar saiciee Dossibers s the aladlfine s ceren faree
capesive povionds.

thd Blocdbnne porthogens can e defivered Do soderde bemdrers.

(o) Sutcide hopbers can aned fiave peneteared ieavily jortfied componeds.

tedl Neme of the abeove s feilse,

3o Which of the following sktcments s felse?

ferd Suicrele benwnilrers afier teraet focation whese doarve munbers of persans veather
fhy de the peciucident plrase. swrcellance of o tirget v aften prevformed.

fed Maost convnoniv, swicide bombers ave mmarvivd wieles boenwveen 1 and -0
rewtry of ave,

tel) Femedes Tuove nor been used for seicide hombings.

ANSWErS

1. tay Suicide bombing attempls bave been made within the United States.
2oady None of the stalements is filse.

Aoidy Females have been used as suwicide bombers,

have you read...?

Sunmel ML Kate, fihadd in Brookivae The NYPEY Baid that Stopped America s Firse
Stedcicle Bombers, New York, Now York, Now American Library (2005},

This beok provides o detauled look a the sutcide bormbing atteimpts in New York
and provides important lessons learned on both eperatonal and twcteal Tevels.
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