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PIANNETS DETOIS TNE War 1N ITaq proviacs a unique Iens 1or examining wnat some rentagon
officials now call the Long War, and for understanding how the easy victory of 2003 became
the morass of 2007,

This introduction and the four-part narrative that follows are drawn from more than 140
interviews with military and congressional officials, contractors, scientists, and defense
analysts in Iraq, Afghanistan, Washington and elsewhere. Most agreed to speak candidly only
on the condition of anonymity, because of the sensitivity of the subject, or because they are
not authorized to comment. Ten senior officers or retired officers, each of them intimately.
involved in the counter-IED fight, were asked to review the findings for accuracy and
security considerations.

As U.S. casualties spiraled from dozens to hundreds to many thousands, the quest for IED
countermeasures grew both desperate and ingenious. Honeybees and hunting dogs searched
for explosives. Soldiers fashioned makeshift "hillbilly armor." Jammers proliferated, with
names like Warlock, Chameleon, Acom and Duke. Strategists concocted bomb-busting
techniques, such as "IED Blitz" and "backtracking” and "persistent stare.”

Yet bombs continued to detonate, and soldiers kept dying. The 100 or so daily IED "events”
-- bombs that blow up, as well as those discovered before they detonate - have doubled since
the 50 per day typical in January 2006. The 3,229 IEDs recorded in March of this year put the
monthly total in Iraq above 3,000 for the first time, a threshold also exceeded in May and
June. "The numbers,”. one Army. colonel said, "are astonishing.”
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