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TSA Screening of Passengers by 
Observation Techni ues (SPOT) 

The SPOT Prosrazn is a belu.vior obsetvalion 11!11! IMl)'N prosrazn dtsi!!!letl to provide TSA Behavior 
Detection Officm (BOOs) with a non·intrwlive mCIIIDS of identifyi"i potentially hijh·risl< individu.ols 
who are exlu'biting belu.viors indicative of high levels of stress, tear and/or deception pOSSibly indicative 
oft01rorism and I or crimi.oaJ O<tivity. TSA'< evol11&i<>n of the SPOT Prosnm 1w fO\Uld tho! SPOT 
activity providc:o \he following honcfits: 
• SPOT is an added risk-mitigation m""""" providina 1100thor layer of transportatioo security; 
• SPOT lm.• Sl!!!lifiCIIIlt P<>tential 10 detect and lletor activities by p<:llttltiall«rrrist! at bigb·tisk 

locatiom; 
• SPOT is an efl'oclive method to addtoso tbreats at rolatively low oost; 
• SPOT"""'"'"' tho only ...-inS pro<:<SS that addros.""' p.,.eogorlxihavior direot!y ratbet than 

ralyina on the diowvcry of prohibited it oms they may be carrying; illld 
• SPOT is an effective additional passenger e.creenin3 prace&S with minimal customer inconvettience; 

OVfli.VlEW 
llDOs screen travelm for obsorvoble bohaviors \hot may indicate that the individual or 
individuals may be a risk to lho aln1rall or niiport. They are trained to det<oet involuntary 
physical and physioloSical.,...,tions tiW peopl• who fw being disooVetetl exhibit whon trying 
to di»ipate Ill• mental """"' IIS'<lciated with the fear of discovery; those physical and 
physiological reactions typioally Jl!OScntas ,..gnizable signs of strass or f"" illld I or 
~\\on. 

CUlUI.ENT STATUS 
SPOT is =t!y doployetl at 42 aitports with ?85 eetlified a.havior DeloctiQil OIUem 

• As of Juno 2007, the SFOT doployment wos complete and operational at 42 airports on 
tho Citios/Airport Thteat Assesommt (CATA) List 

o Cat•!IOl')' X 27 
o Category I 13 
o Category ll 2 

CILILLENGES 
Human Capitol being able to keep up with the FYOll rolloUl schedule biting precess 

I'IEXT STEI'S 
The FY 2008 BOO doployment schedule is as folloW<: 
• Phase ll (through January 2008) -45 u.irpOrts (additiona13 niipor!l) ro 1.100 BDOs 
• Phase lU (through Fcl>IIW)' 2008)- 5811i1]JQ!II (additional13 u.irpOrts) to 1,301 BDOs 
• Ph.,elV (l!lrouglt Septembor 30, 2008)- 158 aiJ:ports to 1,744l!Doa 

..,

":!;=~~~~1;!'~"'~1ns~Se=os~lt!V~'~'~"";I1ty lnfc.';orlatlon that ~' ~<O~ht~o>~lo<l~'"~"~";~~~~~~ NQ ~rt of \t\ISI'It<(l rn avJI.It e" H149 CFit parts 15llr\d 
1570, «!Xt'l!pt wjtf'l !t1e writtel'l Cll'!rrttJssiOn ot SeaJrity Admh'listrallor'l 01" ttll!! 
Seeretary ol TrMi l!l!llt- ma'l' mullin Clvn p&nalty CW' ot.11er a nt 

50o5ufo! Is !Jovtemed by S u.s.c, SS:l 11nd 49 CFR. parts 1S and 1520. 
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SPOT SitRep Dashboard As of 11/05/07: 756 BDOs at 42 airports 
FY08 Target: 1744 BDOs at 158 airports 
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WARttJMG: Th!s. ~ contains Sensitive 5ecurlty Jnformat!on that i5 controlled ume.- 49 CFR parts 15 and 1520_ No part of thiS record may be dlsdosed to pe;sons without a 
"need to know-, as def!t1ec! in 49 c.FR parts 15 and 1520, exc.ept W1th the wrltte! ~sslotl of the Admlnlsti-MM of the T ranspor:taticn Security Adminlstratioo or the Secretary r::A 
TtanSpct'tatloo. UnauthOJ"iz«I relee.se may result In cMl penalty or other action. For U.S. go.iernmc'.!nt agencies, tiublk disclosure Is gcvemed by S U.S.C. SS.2 and 49 CfR parts 15 

and 1520. 212 
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