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Ryann Liekenthal
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Dyear Ms. Lishenthal:

[ am in receipt of vour May 18, 2011 _ letter to Administrator John Pistole regarding
information pertaining to the Screening of Passengers by Observation Techanigue (SPOT)
nrogram. Specifically, you requested a declassification review-—in aceordance with
Executive Order (E.0O.) 13526, Classified Nanonai Security Information—of the
behaviora!l indicators used under the SPOT program Lo identify potentiatly high-rick
DASSENEELS.

The list of behavioral indicators used under the 8POT pragram has been determined to be
Sensitive Security Information (881} in gecordance with 49 U.5.C § 114(r) and is detined
in Department of Homeland Sceurity regulations under 49 CFR Part 1526, 88113 oot
snbject 1o the provisions of F. . 13526 and. as such, is not subject 1o mandatory
declassilication review. Information loses its SSI designation when the release of the
information would no longer be detrimental to transportation sceurity. Public release of
the behavioral indicators used under the SPOT program wonld be detrimental to
transportation security. As is the case with other sccurity programs, we do not want to
publically provide valuahle information that could assist our adversaries. As such, the
informarion may only be disclesed o covered persons who have a need to know the
informaticn as defired under 49 CFR Paet 15207,

Tt is my understanding, Harper's Magazine has recently submilted a request under FOIA
tor “a list of, .. behavior indicators that TSA behavior detection officers use ta identify
potentially high risk pagsengers at the nation’s airports,™ as quoted in an April 15, 2011,
(NN report, Please contact our FOTA Office via email at tOIARTSA DHS GOV
should you wish to submit an additional FOTA vequest for this information.

Sincerely,

%1iiiam L. Bepner, Jr. % ~

Chief. SSI Program
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