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I am in receipt of your May 18, 20 II_ letter to Admini:strator John Pistole regarding 
information pertaining to tli.e Screening of Passengers by Observation Technique (SPOT; 
T"rograru. :'lpecdically, you requested a declasstflcation rcvicw~-in acc0t'dance ~;~.oith 
Fx-c(·utive Order (E.O.) 13526. Classified N:nionai Security Information--of the 
behavioral indicators used under lhe SPOT program to identify potentially high~rb:k 
paSSiolfig(;;fS. 

The list ofbehavi0ral indicators used under the SPOT program has be~n detemdned to be 
Sr:m:itivc Scctuity b.JOnnation (SSI) in a;,;cordnnce with 49 U .S.C § 114(r) :md is detlned 
in llepattmcnt of liomcland Security rcgulutions under 'N CFR Pan 152(). SSt t~\ aot 
subject to the provisions ofF. 0. 13526 and, as such; is not subject to mandatory 
dcclas.'.)ification review. Infonnutionloses h; SSI ~.k:sig:natton when the release of the 
information would no longer b..: detrimental to tr::mspoliation s~.:~nrity. Public 1r:h:a::~c of 
the beh,wioral iiJd!c;:tt(.)rs ~1scd under tht" SPOT program would be d~trimental to 
trattspt,rtat-ion security. As is the ease with otbcr scn1rity programs, we do not want to 
pub!icatly provide valuable information ;:hat could 11.ssi~t our adversaries. A~ ~udt the 
intOnnation may only be dh;cl(JS~:d to covered persom who h(.lw a neeJ to k.'loW th(.'; 
infonm.tirm as ddir,cd under 49 CFR Patt 1520.7. 

Tr is my understanding, Harper's Magazim: has recently ~>Ubmitted a reque"'t uuJ~r FOIA 
for ''a li~i of ... behavhx indkators that TSA heluv1or detec1io11 ofticers use to identi-fY 
polcndally high risk pas~cngers at the naliun's airports;' <1s quoted in an April 15, 201!. 
C:--.J"\J report. Please contact nur FOTA Of:tice via email ar FO!Ar.J.n :SA.UHSJ50V 
sho\Jld you ~vlsh to submit (Ill additional rOTA rcqucs~ :'-'or this infi'~rmation. 

Sincerely, 

~ .. .....;~.~ ... ~(\ 
JliaTJ(E. Benne~\~ 

Chief. SST Program 




