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Purpose 

To ensure that U.S. Army personnel have a relevant, 
comprehensive guide to help enhance cultural 
understanding; to use in capacity building and 

counterinsurgency operations while deployed in 
the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan. 

"We are experiencing a tectonic change in military 
operations because of culture." 

- MG John M. Custer, Ill 
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To ensure that U.S. Army personnel have a relevant} 
comprehensive guide to help enhance cultural 
understanding; to use in capacity building and 

counterinsurgency operations while deployed in 
the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan. 

"We are experiencing a tectonic change in military 
operations because of culture." 

- MG John M. Custer, III 
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About This Book 

The Smart Book contains information designed to 
enhance Soldier's knowledge of Afghanistan, 
including history, politics, country data and 

statistics, and the military operational 
environment. The Smart Book concludes with an 
overview of the culture of Afghanistan including 
religion, identity, behavior, communication and 
negotiation techniques, an overview of ethnic 
groups, a regional breakdown outlining each 

province, a language guide, and cultural proverbs, 
expressions and superstitions. 
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Focus 

"We all must understand the people of 
Afghanistan. Operate in a way that 
respects their culture and religion!' 

- General Stanley A. McChrystal 

Commander, ISAF 

"COIN Training Guidance," 10 November 2009 
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History Timeline 	—1 

• 334-326 BCE; Alexander the Great's conquests 
Establishes many trade centers in Afghanistan to include Kandahar and Herat 

▪ 30-248 CE; Kushan Empire 

The Kushans were great patrons of Buddhist art and culture; eamiyan Buddha statues 

erected 

▪ 642 —1187 CE: Islamic Conquest of Afghanistan 

Resulting in the conversion of Afghanistan to Islam from the pre-invasion practices of 

Buddhism, Zoroastrianism, Hinduism and other belief systems 

• 962 — 1186; Ghaznavid Dynasty 
Al Persian dynasty of Turkic origins centered in Ghazni, brought In language {Dart) and a 

rich Persian culture to Afghanistan 

1219: Mongol Invasion 

The Mongols devastated Afghanistan, killing the population of major city centers, 

causing the population to revert to an agrarian rural society 

• 1747-1826; Durrani Empire 

This was the beginning of the modern Afghan State and the Pashto 3 ruling class 	10 
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History Timeline 

1839-1842: First Anglo-Afghan War 
The start of the "'Great Game", which was a power struggle between Russia and Great 

Britain in an effort to in power and dominance in the region; Britain occupies 
Afghanistan and uses it as a buffer to protect British India from Russian territory 

• 1878-1880: Second Anglo-Afghan War 

Afghans attempt to oust British control of the country 

• 1893: British establish the Durand Line 

This disputed border separating Afghanistan from British Indian territories would 
eventually lead to strained relationships between Afghanistan and the new state of 
Pakistan; Durand line designed with the defense of India in mind 

• 1919: Third Anglo-Afghan War 

After which Afghanistan gains full independence from Britain 

• 1919 — 1929: The Kingdom of Afghanistan 

King Amanullah moved to end his country's long-standing isolation and develop 

diplomatic relationships with most major countries; slavery abolished In 1923 

▪ 1973: Republic of Afghanistan 

Monarchy abolished; establishment of a republic 
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History Timeline 
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Afghanistan and uses It as il buffer to protect British India from Russian territory 

• 1878-1880: Second Anglo-Afghan War 
Afghans attempt to oust British control ofthe country 

• 1893: British establish the Durand line 
This disputed border separating Afghanistan from BritIsh 'ndian territories would 
eventua"v lead to strained relationships between Afghanlstan and the new state of 
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After which Afghanlstan gains full independence from Britain 

• 1919 - 1929: The Kingdom of Afghanistan 

King Amanullah moved to end hIs country's long-standIng Isolation and develop 
diplomatic rei atl0 ns hips with most major countries; slavery abolished In 1923 

• 1973: Republic of Afghanistan 

Monarchy abolished; establishment of a. republic --



OSA 111111LOSAILID 	• elk 11111 OS • 

Afghan-Soviet War 

Afghan Losses: 
Million Afghans killed 

5 Million fled country 
2 Million IDPs 

(Internally Displaced Persons) 
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Soviet Occupation 
Dec 1979 - Feb 1989 

Soviet Losses~ 
14,553 Dead 
53,753 Wounded 

Afghan Losses: 
1 Million Afghans kiUed 
5 Million fled country" 
2 Milllon lOPs 

(I nternally Displaced PelSDns) 

During the 1eSOs, one out of two 
refugees In the world waS an Afgha.n 
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History Timeline 
1978: Coup by communists backed directly by Soviet Union 

1979: Soviets invade, install pro-Moscow government 

• 1980s: Anti-Soviet jihad fought by the IVIujahedeen 

• 1989: Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan 

• 1992: Last Communist regime falls; Mujahideen forces vie for 
power and factional infighting begins 

• 1994: Civil war intensifies; 70% of country destroyed; Taliban rise 
to power 

• 1996: Taliban capture Kabul and declare Islamic Emirate; Osama 
bin Laden relocates to Afghanistan 
1996 — 2001: Era of Taliban government's "Islamic Emirate of 
Afghanistan"; based loosely in Sharia Law 

• 1998: U.S. cruise missiles strike an Al Qaeda terrorist training 
complex in Afghanistan 

14 
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History Timeline 
• 1978: Coup by communists backed directly by Soviet Union 

• 1979: Soviets invade} install pro-Moscow government 

• 1980s: Anti-Soviet jihad fought by the Mujahedeen 

• 1989: Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan 

• 1992: Last Communist regime falls; Mujahideen forces vie for 
power and factional infighting begins 

] 

• 1994: Civil war intensifies; 70% of country destroyed; TaUban rise 
to power 

• 1996: Taliban capture Kabul and declare lslamlc Emirate; Osama 
bin Laden relocates to Afghanistan 

• 1996 - 2001: Era ofTaliban government's «Islamic Emirate of 
Afghan ista nJJ 

; based loosely in Shari.l'a law 

• 1998: U.S. cruise missiles strike an Al Qaeda terrorist traIning 
comp'ex in Afghanistan. 
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Ministry for the Promotion of Virtue and Suppression of Vice (PVSV) 

Firecrackers 
Nail Polish 
Christmas Cards 
Lobster 
Music 
Hanging pictures in Home 
Beard Trimming 
Statues 
Wine/Alcohol 
Kite Flying 
Stuffed Animals 
Computers 
Sewing Catalogs 
Clapping During Sporting Events 

• ILIVILIA111_011•11114_010_011.1_011•11114_0_01,  

Banned by the Taliban 

Education for Women 
Satellite Dishes 
Movies 
Dancing 
Western Haircuts 

"Innovative form of Sharl'a combining Pashtun tribal codes" 
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History Timeline 
Sep 2001: Northern Alliance leader Ahmad Shah Masood killed 
by Al Qaeda; attacks on World Trade Center and Pentagon 

• Oct 2001: Coalition farces begin air and ground operations in 
Afghanistan, support to Northern Alliance 
Nov 2001: Northern Alliance captures Kabul 

• Dec 2001: Taliban fall from power; Bonn Agreement establishes 
Afghan Interim Administration with Hamid Karzai e!ected as 
chairman 

▪ Jun 2002: Hamid Karzai becomes interim President 

• 2002-2003: International Security Assistance Force (GAF) forces 
responsible for Kabul 

• Aug 2003: NATO assumes command of ISAF 

• Jan 2004: NATO/ISAF assumes responsibility for Northern 
Afghanistan and begins gradual transition of responsibility from 
the US led coalition 

16 
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History Timeline 
• Sep 2001: Northern Alliance leader Ahmad Shah Masood kHied 

by AI Qaeda; attacks on World Trade Center and Pentagon 

• Oct 2001: Coalition forces begin air and ground operatIons in 
. Afghanistan, support to Northern Alliance 

• Nov 2001: Northern Alliance captures Kabul 

• Dec 2001: Taliban fall from power; Bonn Agreement establishes 
Afghan Interim Administration with Hamid Karzai elected as 
chairman 

• Jun 2002: Hamid Karzai becomes interim President 

• 2002-2003; International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) forces 
responsible for Kabul 

• Aug 2003: NATO assumes command of ISAF 

• Jan 2004= NATO/ISAF assumes responsibility for Northern 
Afghanistan and begins gradual transition of responsibility from 
the US led coalition 
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History Timeline  

Jan 2004: New constitution introduced 

Oct 2004: Presidential elections, Karzal elected 

Oct 2006: NATO assumes responsibility for security across 

Afghanistan 

• Jul 2007: Former King Zahir Shah dies 

• Aug 2007: Opium production soars to a record high, according to 
UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 

▪ Nov 2009: President Karzal sworn in for second term amid 
controversy and accusations of ballot stuffing 

▪ Dec 2009: President Obama to increase troop strength in 
Afghanistan from 68,000 to 100,000 

• Jan 2010: Taliban introduce a "Code of Conduct" in an effort to 
reduce civilian casualties, soften their image, and win allies 

I 	 •  • 
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History Timeline 
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FLAG OF AFGHANISTAN 

1--- • Black stands for the time period of 1839-1919 when the Afghan 
people fought three wars of independence against the British 
Empire 

Red represents blood, sacrifice, and the continuous challenge 
of the people to overcome hardship 

Green is the color of Islam and symbolizes peace 

The writing on the flag emphasizes the importance of Islam by 
stating: "There is no God but God and Mohammad is his 

prophet" 

The mosque with the mihrab, is from seal of Abdur Rahman Khan, 
added by Habibullah Khan (who ruled 1901-1919). 

21 
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I FLAG ~F AFGHANISTAN : I 
• Blac:k stands for the time period of 1839-1919 when the Afghan 

people fought three wars of independence against the British . 
Empire 

• Red represents blood" sacrifice" and the continuous challenge 
of the people to overcome hardship 

• Green is the color of Islam and symbolizes peace 

The writing on the flag emphasizes the importance of Islam by 
stating: 'IThere is no God but God and Mohammad is his 

prophet" 

The mosque with the mihrab., is from sea~ of Abdur Rahman Khan .. 
added by Habibullah Khan (who ruled 1901-1919). 



POLITICAL MAP 

22 

0 -0 -0-0-0-0-0r0-010-0-0-00-011-0- 	" 	0 

ACLURM003130

I ! 
I 

POLITICAL MAP 

--......-
-.---.. ,'" 

PAKISTAN 

------"*" -~~ . .....,.....~~ 

.....-.-- ..... - ........... 

• • 



IlLSAIP-0_111_01111118-0-11,110111/0-1111114111111110-0-11-1I 

AFGHAN PROVINCES  

Afghanistan's 34 Provinces are divided 
into districts. The number of districts has 
changed with the division or merging into 
other districts. The 325 districts that 
existed prior to 1979 changed with a 
reorganization in 2004 to an even larger 
number of 397. Currently, the Afghan 
Ministry of Interior (Mol) recognizes 398 
districts. As Afghanistan continues to 
organize itself, this number may change 

over time.  23 

ACLURM003131

, • .~._._. ___ ..,.~ ••• _._._ •••• _ .... ~._.,._ .. ;_ • I ; 

I AFGHAN PROVINCES I 
Afghanistan's 34 Provinces are divided 
into districts. The number of districts has 
changed with the division or merging into· 
other districts. The 325 districts that 
existed prior to 1979 changed with a 
reorganization in 2004 to an even larger 
number of 397. Currently, the Afghan 
Ministry of Interior (Mol) recognizes 398 
districts. As Afghanistan continues to 
organize itself, this number may change 
overtime. 
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POLITICAL STRUCTURE 
• Executive — President Is head of both state and 

government 
• Provincial governors for each of Afghanistan's 

24 provinces eppointed by the president 

* Legislative — Notional Assembly consists of two 

houses2 
- Lower- Wolesi Jima (the House of the People) 

• Responsibility for making and ratifying 
laws and approving the actions ofthe 
president 

• Upper- Meshrano .firga (the House of Elden} 

• Advisory role with veto power  

Afghan Parliament lauliclinff 
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• judicial — Supreme Court 

• All Justices (nine, including Chief 
Justice) appointed by the 
president and approved by the 
Wales' firgo 

• Subordinate by high courts and 
appeals courts 
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POLITICAL STRUCTURE 
• EXecut1ve - PresIdent Is head of bath :nate and 

governmsnt 
ProvIncial governorS for each of AfghanIstan's 
::14 provinc::Cll appoinWd by the pres:ldl:!!nt 

• legislative - NationH I A55embly consIsts of twD 
houses: 

Lower- Wales; JirQa (1he HDl.Ise of the Peopkl) 
• Responsibility for making and ratlfvtnl:: 

laws and approVIng the actlttn!l of1he 
president 

Upper- MesluwKI Jlrga (the House of E'ders} 
• AdvIsory role wIth veto power 

• Judicial - suprame Cou rt 

All JU~iC:1iI5 (nine, lm:ludinl Chief 
Justic:e) ... ppolnted by the 
pJli3lddem: and approved by th1il 
WoJesllirp 

S\lbord,l&ate by hip coulU and 
appealli ClJurt5 
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President of Afghanistan and Cabinet 

1•113apulteno• Proordeni 
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Humid Kersal 
President 

Ahmad Zia Pillessoud 
Deputy Vice President 17ndVice President I 

Kean Khalil! Abdul Raheent Wardell 
Minieier °McCann* 

•■■ 

,,1  

• IV •1110-41-111r0 	•11011-0- 	10-  •41,111•0 00 Ole 	-4 e 
zimer Ahmed Mosibel 

Counter Narcotics 
Dr, Zeinial ROSSOUI 

Foreign Affairs Minister 

Mohammad Hera Atmor 
Minister of Interior 

— — 
AM/Won Selen 

1 31tecterade of Security 
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Provincial Governors 
•■■ 

Forwal 
Abdul Elealr Salami 

Ikaatian 
isaadulah Haandani 

—1:1 ehilen1 
r.flulirdnnits1 Cameo gamin 

Itharat 
TthrKhanOsha11471. 

LIMN' 
Iflerwral AbalamehnlaTI.  

PAWN 
—Fula khan Hare ears1 

Senansin  
Clad Enavat Enavelulah 

.14,,,..hlt1  Halm Vidal 
%%Mark 

Ghor 
Oda ligh awn amd Allred 

1101 Whammed 

Byrd FARA 	Wahwel I 

eleraprhar 
Gul Agiha She mai 

Cana 
—175bake  Onsann K

I

r 

gram lan i  H  sawed Iola mob 

tid arer Jan Arnim 

IL  Teeryelal 

Hhloherrdnad Crow Ba11 
rwadat 

Prelohlr 
MAIM Halal 

.Talfh, Er-1  -L  Abdul' Leff Ikarafikall 

As of 7 JAN 10 

Precielnot 
Harnld Kraal 

DarNyan 
}Whits Safand 

Muhammad Ashrar Miami 
Hadehto 

Jewzian 
menarnraidi Haahlm Zama 

• Frahmanal 
Mohammad Gad. Mangall 

eaLhh 
ATI4 Mohammed Nmre 

iNuiranshen 
bas Muhenrenrul Mandl 
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COUNTRY DATA 
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LOCATION AND BORDERING COUNTRIES 
	 ,-•-•■•14-‘ 

Location: 
South Central Asia, 
north and west of 
Pakistan, east of Iran 

Border Countries: 
-China 
*Iran 
"Pakistan 
•Tajikistan 
-Turkmenistan 
•Uzbekistan 

-7r" 	• 

IC■r•  
rt.? 

T LER. Kr-  TE ti  [STN.! 

1 • so • • 	 -----eisreireAr•-iriviii4re • 
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Location: 
South Central Asial 

north and west of 
Pa kistan, east of Iran 

Border Countries: 
-China 
-Iran 
-Pakistan 
·Tajikistan 
-Turkmenistan 
-Uzbekistan 

3(J 
• ___ ~--"--r---

! • .-.-.-.--..-.-.--.-.... ~.-.--.~.-.-.-.--.~.~.~.-.-.-.• ~.--•• 



. 	• 
Circa t Lakeg',. • 	/ 0 

A • -• • 

• 
IPq 	 1% . 	" 	1.1.1  •  

• 	

A 	 0404. 

111' 	
.1.  • 	1. .• •  	I. 	 11;.11‘. 

'14 I 
 0 

• r,.•-• J.-Aft 	• 	•  
1.11 1-101/1g. 	.1 

• I 	

— 	,!k--, 
% • .1 	, 	- I I, 	4: 2. 	7'1:2 	11 

	

;--11.=•i•-•.,, 	• 

• 

Area: 652,230 sq. km 
(slightly smaller than Texas) 

of Mexico 	• 
31 
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SOCIAL STATISTICS 

o 
28.396 Million (2009 est.) 

0-14 veers: 44.5% 
(male 70564,670/female 7,300,446) 

15-64 veers: 53% 
(male 9,147,846ftemale 8,8791000) 

years and oven  2.4% 
(male 394,572/iernale 422,603) (2009 est.) 

Total Fertility Rate:  
0.03 children bornAvornan 

Under.fiagorialliv:  
(m!f) 232/237 per 1000 

13f Ex otancy B 
Total population:. 44_64 yns 
Male: 44.47 yrs 
Female: 414.81 yrs (2009 est.)  

Literacy:  
Age 15 end over can read and write 
total pop.: 28.1% 
male: 43.1% 
female; 12.6% (2008 est) 

School lira expectanclu 
total: 8 years 
male; 11 years 
female: 4 years (2004) 

Percentage of populajon usinp imptgyd 
ctogliko-water sources. 2006.1cdat 20% 

GDP par capita:  5700 (2006 est.) 

Labor forc:e115 million (2004 est.) 

1 1.111321pployment Rate; 40% 

prhen Population: 24% of total population 

32. 
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PopulatlDn~ Lltencv: 
28.396 MIllion (2009 9sl.) Ag&15 and over can read and wrJte 

total pop.: 28.1% 
Q:14 years: 44.5% male: 4S.1% 
(male 7,664,670/femal.,7,300,446) female: 12.6% (20DO est.) 

,L5-e4 YeBrs: 53% Schoo! life expectanc;y;, 
(male 9,147,B46ffemale 8,679,800) total: 8 years 

mal e: 11 years 
6mars and over:: 2.4% female: 4 years (2004) 
(male 394. 5721remale 42.2.603) (2009 est.) 

E8[£!ntage of EEl:!ul!lI!2D using imm;gved 
Total Fer6li!y Rate: dripJi;igg-wate[ sources, 2D1I6, t21l1; 20% 
6.&3 children bom/woman 

GOP P&f capita: $700 (2008 est) 
Undep§ Mqrtatltv: 
{mit} 2321237 pEW 1000 LBbo .. force; 15 minion (2004 est.) 

Uf!i E.lI;eicmn~ at BltYli UnWployment Rate; 40% 
Total pDpulation! 44.64 yrs 
Male! 44.41 yl'S y[ban POJ;lUrati2Jlj, 24% of total population 
Female: 44.81 yrs (20D9 est.) 
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ECONOMY OVERVIEW 
Wheat and cereal production along with fruit and nuts have long been Afghanistan's 
traditional agricultural mainstays 

Afghanistan is extremely poor, landlocked, and very dependent on foreign aid 

There is a shortage of housing, clean water, electricity, medical care, and jobs 

Other challenges include corruption and a huge illicit opium trade 

Agriculture: 80%, Industry: 10%, Semites: 10% (2004 est.) 
Afghanistan has a wealth of natural resources to include: natural gas, petroleum, 
oil, marble, gold, copper, chromate, talc, barites, sulfur, lead, zinc, iron ore, and salt 

Exploration indicates abundant deposits of precious and semi precious gemstones, 
Including emerald, ruby, sapphire, garnet, lapis, kuntite, spine!, tourmaline, and 
peridot; most mining and exportation of these precious and semi precious gems is 

illegal 
Illegal and unregulated deforestation has depleted much of the country's timber 
industry and has left much of the once forested areas barren 

Afghan hand woven rugs are one of the more popular exports along with leather, 
furs, and hand crafted replica antiques 

Overall the economy of Afghanistan has improved significantly since 2002 due to 
the infusion of billions of US dollars and international aid 

Exchange rate: 1 $US = 50 Afghanis (AFs) 

33 
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I . ECONOMY OVERVIEW I 

Wheat and cereal production along with fruit and nuts have long been Afghanistan's 
tradition~1 ~gricultural mainstays 

Afghanistan is e,n:reme[y poor, landlotked~ and very dependent on foreign aid 

There Is a shortage of housIng, clean water, electrIcity. medical care, and jobs 

Other challenges include corruptIon and a huge IlIIdt opium trade 

• Agriculture: 80%. Industry: 10%, Services: 10% (2004 est.) 
Afghanistan has a wealth of natural resources to include: natural gas, petroleum, 
oil, marble~ gold, CClpper, chromate. talc, barites, 5ulfur, lea<t ZihC~ iron ore. and salt 

explc;lI-atlon indicates abundant deposit$ of precious and semi precious gemstones. 
Including emerald. ruby, sapphire, garnet., lapis, kunzlte, spInel, tourmaline. and 
peridot; most mining and eJCPortatlon of these predous and semi precious gems is 
Illegal . 

.. -lIIesal and unregulated deforestation has depleted much of the country's tImber 
Industry and has left much of the once forested areas barren 

Afghan hand wcnlen rugs are one afthe more popular exports along with leatherJ 

furs, and hand .::rafted replica antiques 

• OVerall the economy of Afghanistan has improved signffieantly since 2002 due to 
the infusign af bUilons of US dollars and international aid 

". Exchange rate: 1 SUS = 50 Afghanis {AFsJ 
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ECONOMY OVERVIEW CONT. 

-- Afghanistan's Afghanistan's economy remains weak as economic production is Insufficient to 
generate sufficient personal incomes, to sustain an effective public sector or to 
finance Its wide-ranging Imports of finished goods and services. 

In addition to the continuing problems of security, low employment, poor labor 
productivity, a lack of capital and poor capital productivity, a lack of a 
comprehensive set of policies to encourage entrepreneurship make the situation 

very discouraging. 

. The Afghan economy has historically remained mostly agricultural in spite of the 
fact the country is only /2% arable and less than 6% is cultivated; there Is almost no 
use of modern farming techniques to include: the use of farm equipment, chemical 
fertilizer, or pesticides; irrigation is primitive and totally dependent on the winter 
snows and seasonal rainfall; fruit and nuts exports average around $115 million a 
year but could easily be ten times that amount with a little investment. 

+L  Although security has been a major hindrance to Afghanistan's economic progress, 
the ability of the Afghan government to extend its reach throughout the country 
poses the biggest threat to future economic growth; Illicit opium production and 
trade generates roughly 3 billion dollars a year and remains one of Kabul's largest 

policy concerns. 
A4 
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AfghanIstan's economy remains weak as ecanomic: production Is Insufficient to 
generate sufficient personal incomes, to sustain an effec:tive public sector or tD 
finance lts wide-ranging Imporu of finished goods :and services. 

In addition to the continuing problems of seturity. low employment, poor labor 
productivity, a 1ack of capital and poor capital productivity. a lack of a 
c:omprehensive set of pol ides to encourage entrepreneurshIp make the sltuaticn 
ve ry d Iseo uraglng. 

The Afghan economy has historically remained mostly agricultural in spite afthe 
fact the country Is only 12% arable and less than 6% is culth,tated; there ls almost no 
use of modern farming tec:hnlques ttl Includu: the use of farm equipment. chemil:al 
fertilizer, or pestiCides; Jrrigation Is primitive and totaUV dependent on the winter 
snows and seasonal rainfan; fruit and nuts li'!:Kports average 9rollnd $115 million a 
ve .. r but could easilv be ten times that amount with a little Investment. 

Although security has been a major hIndrance to Afghanistan's economic: progress, 
"the abilitv of the Afghan government to extend its reach throughout the c:ountry 
poses the biggest threat tQ future economi .. growth; Illicit opium production and 
trade generates roughly 3 billion dollars a year and remains one af Kabu"s largest 
poUt:.y concernSi~ 
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An ISAF unit in a relatively 
permissive area had a difficult 
time maneuvering large 
vehicles along a road because 
it was lined with fruit trees. To 
improve mobility, the unit had 
the trees cut down. Many 
people in the village had their 
livelihoods destroyed. IEDs 
began appearing along the 
road shortly thereafter. 

• 0_01011_411111.111ALOAMS114.,i0v_01111_0111.0]..L011111 0 
AFGHANISTAN'S SUBSISTENCE ECONOMYi 

REMINDER 
"We all must understand the people 

of Afghanistan. Operate in a way 

that respects their culture and 

religion." 

General Stanley A. IVIalirVatal 

Commander, ISAF 
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An ISAF unit in a relatively 
permissive area had a difficult 
time maneuvering large 
vehicles along a road because 
it was lined with fruit trees. To 
improve mobility, the unit had· 
the trees cut down .. Many 
people in the village had their 
livelihoods destroyed. IEDs 
began appearing along the 
road shortly thereafter. 

"We all must understand the people 

of Afghanistan. Operata in a way 

that respects their culture and 

rellglon.u 

Genllral Stlmley A. M«:hI'VWlI 

Cummander, ISAF 
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In 1969 Afghanistan tried its hand at compulsory 
public education for children between the ages of 
7 and 15, but the initiative never had a chance to 
grow roots. When the Soviets invaded 10 years 
later. many programs, including compulsory pUblia 
education, were terminated. Prior to 1969, 
education was purely at the discretion of the 
family. Even then, much of the education offered 
concentrated on rote memoryef the Qv ran, and 
was reserved for males only. 

Families that elected not to send their children to 
school often did so out of a need for extra hands to 
maintain the household and field duties, Dail is the 
language of the educated In Afghanistan. 

Regardless of their ethnicity, If a family could pool 
the resources to send their children through an 
extensive education, they would become fluent in 
the Dari language. Hut after the Soviet withdrawal, 
any semblance of public education disappeared. 
Even Kabul.  University closed Its doors. 

The Tallban had a very different approach to 
education. Outside of religious education for boys 
only, public education was forbidden, especially for 
girls. The result of the Int three decades Is a 
literacy rate less than 40%. Most of the literate 
were concentrated in when areas, while rural 
locations accounted for less than 10% of the 
literate. 

EDUCATION 

• 111111-0111*-0111-11111•11111-11 
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___________ E_D_U_C_"_:T_IO_N _____ ---111 
In 1969 Afl:hanisbln trll'!d its hand at compulsory thcrt ele¢fld not to children til l 
publk education far chltdren betwHn the a&eS of school ofti!n did 50 out Ilf ;II n e:e:d for extra hands to 
7 and 15. bltt thi! Inltlradlte n!!:'o'er hlId,. chance to maintain the household and fli!1d duties, DiUl is the 
grow roots. When thlil SovilittS Invaded 10 yean languaGe Qf the educated In Afghani5biln.. I 
later. mllny programs, lnclloldil1G: cantpul,sory pu blic I' 

education, 'oI!,'tIre terminated, Prlor'ttll969, A:lil.Prdess of their ~nic:ity. If a famny clluld pool 
educatfon was purely ~ th~ discretion of the the rBUJuras to send their child'U:d through an ! 
f"mily. "Even the ... m uc:h DUke educ:atlon offered elCtensWe education. they would become"fluer'lt in l 
concentra1od a~ rote memory afthe 0,l.I""n.. and thtil Dari 'anguage. But after the 50vtet withdrawal. 
was reserved far ,"311$1 t;lflly- any "rIlmblance of pubJlc edm:ation disappeared. i 

Even Kabl,.ll Universitv e(Dtiied Its daors. 

The Tanban had a verv' different apprll iu:h to 
aducs.tion. Outside of reli£i1Kl5 education for bOYIl 
only, public edtlcatlon was farhidden, especilil.lI'1 far 
girts. The rl'!sult of the last threlll df!cades Is: a 
Iiterac., rate tesl th .. 31n. 40%., Most of th1!l literate 
w.,ra I:oncentrated 1n urban -areas. whUe !'\In-I 
locetion.ll aCl:llunted for les-s. th:.m 1.0% of the 
literale. 
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MILITARY OPERATIONAL 

ENVIRONMENT 
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MILITARY OPERATIONAL 

ENVIRONMENT 
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TERRAIN & MAJOR LINES OF 

COMMUNICATIONS BY ISAF RC  
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TERRAIN & MAJOR LINES OF 

COMMUNICATIONS BY ISAF RC 
- WtaJor Roiids 

.. MaJCTOplum Milrkllts 

• • ~~------------------------~----------------~! 



-0-11-111-  -0-114-9-6 

International Security Assistance 
Force (I 1F Missions 

▪ Conduct security and 
stability operations 

• Support the Afghan 
National Security Forces 
(ANSF) 

• Disarm illegally armed 
groups 

• Facilitate ammunition 
depots managements RC Slat 

▪ Reconstruction and 
development 

▪ Hurnarsitarian Assistance 

• Governance 

• Counter-narcotics 

•••••=1.so. 
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International Security Assistance _ 

Force ISAF) Missions 
• Cond uct security and 

stability operations 

.. Support the Afghan 
National Seturity Forces 
(ANSF) 

Disarm illegally armed 
groups 

Fac;1itata ammunItion 
depots ma nagements 

• Reconstruction afld 
development 

• Humanitarian A~lstanca 

• Govemance 

• Counter-narcotics 
39 



AFGHANISTAN 
1SAF RC AND PRTtOCATiONS 

Joe 
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1SAF PRT LOCATIONS 

provincial Reconstructlep Team 

• 25 PRTs, each commanded by a 
military officer (usually a LTC) 

• Includes: 

-Military Component (Chill 
Affel rs/Fa rce Protection) 

Police Advisors 

-Civilian representatives of US 
(or other national) government 
foreign agencies 

Focus is on development, 
reconstruction and extending 

the reach of the central 
government into the provinces. 

rif 
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ISAF PRT LOCATIONS 

pl'O\!'ncJal Reconstruction 111i'111m 

• 26 PRTs, each commanded by a 
military officer (usualtv a LTC) 

Includes: 

-Milltary C:omponent (Civil 
Affa 1 rs/Fa ree Protection) 

-CIvilian Pollc:., AdvIsors 

-CMlian representatives of US 
(or other natronal) government 
foreIgn agenci85 

Focus is on d evel opment, 
rec::onstructlon and extendl ng 

the reach of the central 
government into the provinces. 
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AFGHAN NATIONAL ARMY 
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Afghan National Army (ANA) 
- Strength: 97,000 troops (as of 

January 2010) 
• Target Strength: 240,000 (Within five 

years) 
• Capacity: participates in 90% of ISAF 

operations and leads 62% of Joint 
operations 

- Well respected by the Afghan 
population 
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I .. Strength: 97,000 troops (as of 
1 January 2010) 
I • Target Strengtll~ 240,000 (withih flve 

I 

years) 
• Capacity: participates in 90% gf ISAF 

operations and leads 62% r;rf Joint 
operations: 

.. Well respected by the Afgh an 
papulation 

( ______ .lYr.' ., ................ ___________ ...... ...."'-
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ANA Command Areas of Responsibility 
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I ANA~Command Areas of:Responsibi~ity 

201.oL Corps 



517.--111-11111,11111-0-10-111-11-61,11-11LIM-19-111-1111111114-11-111-11.111.  I" I 

AFGHAN NATIONAL POLICE 

Afghan National Police WAND) 
▪ Strength: 94,000 (as of January 2010) 
- Target Strength: 134,000 (within five years) 
• Composition of the ANP 

- Afghan Uniformed Police 
- Afghan Border Police 
- Afghan National Civil Order Police 
- Afghan Counter-Narcotics Police 

• Viewed as corrupt; are known to extort the 
local population; generally riot trusted 
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Afghan National Polil;ii! (AI\.iP) 
• Strength: 94,000 (as of January 2010) 
• Target Strength: 134,000 (within five yea rs) 
• Composition of the ANP 

- Afghan Uniformed Police 
- Afghan Border Police 
- Afghan National Civil Order Police 
- Afghan Counter~Narcotlcs Police 

• Viewed as corrupt; are known to e)Ctort the 
lo~ I popu lati an; gene raIl y not trusted 
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I N SURGENCY  OVERVIEW 
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Taliban overarching goals: 
- Expel foreign forces from Afghanistan 

• Undermine 011R0A's authority and perceptions of security 
- Establish a Sunni state under Taliban Supreme Leader Mullah Omar 
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Tallban overarctllng goals: 
• Expel foreign forces from Afghanistan 

• Undermine GIRoA'.s authority and perceptions of security 
• Establls h a Sunnl Sltate uncle r Ta.llban Leader Mullah Orner 



sirsusitimive irivisles swell sessivive  • 
Afghan Taliban Intent 

Taliban Code of Conduct published by Tallban leadership, Mid July 2009 
(Mullah Omar's COIN guidance — a population-centric strategy) 

"This is our mission: to keep people and their property safe. Do not let those people 
that love money take our local people's property and cause them problems." 

"Keep good relationships with your friends and the laml people, and do not let the 
enemy divide separate you." 

Directives  

• Reiterated prohibitions on the 
following: 

— Mistreating population 
— Forcibly taking personal 

weapons 
— Taking children to conduct 

jihad 
— Punishment by maiming 
— Forcing people to pay 

donations 
— Searching homes 
— Kidnapping people for money 

Inteniti2o  

• We don't have to beat ISAF militarily, just 
outlast international will to remain in 
Afghanistan 

• Continue population outreach and 
protection programs 

• Continue successful asymmetric operations 
• Expand lethal lED and high-profile attacks 

to deny ISAF freedom of movement 
• Emphasize increasing violence in RC North 

and RC West 
• Demonstrate Taliban reach and perceived 

control of all Afghanistan 
• Make the main enemy the United States 
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Taliban Coda of Condoct published by Tallban leadership, Mid July 2009 
(Mullah Omar"s COIN guidance - a population-centric strategy) 

"This is our mission: to keep people and -their property safe. Do not let those people 
that love money taka our local people's property and cause them problems.u 

""Keep good relaijonshlps with your friends and the local people, and do not let the 
enemy divide I separate }leu." 

Inte .... tion! 
• We don't have to beat !SAF mmtarily, just 

outlast intematlonal will to remaIn in 
Afghan istan 

• Contlnu e populaNon outreach and 
protection prog rams 
Continue 'successful asymme1rlc operations 

• Expand lethal ~ED and hlgh-proflle attacks 
to deny ISAF freedom of movement 

• Emphasize increasing violence In RC North 
and RCWest 

• Demonstrate Taliban reach and perceived 
control of all Afghanistan 

• Make the maln enemy the United States 
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Oirectiyes 
• Reiterated prohibitions on-the 

following: 
- Mistreating population 
- Forcibly taking personal 

weapons 
- Taking children to conduct 

jihad 
- Punishment by malmlng 

Forcing people to pay 
donations 
Searc:hing homes 
Kidnappi ng peepl B for money 
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TB Structure 2009 Inner Shura 
commifte08: 
• Mll Hairy 
• Finance 
- Ideology 
- Administrative 
- Political 
- Propaganda 
- WWI igence 

RogionaC Shores 

—15-20 members 
ResTenai Commander 

Taliban Governance 

r !Although largely 
recreated, the Taliban 

senior structure in 2000 
Is more mansoltdatod 
likely due to fuck er 

Mention' of movement 
and operational 

commander tosses 

Ad hoc shdrae 
or eummiiteme 

▪ Inner Sim= Supreme 
ruling body; decisions 
based on consensus and 
within Omar's guidance 

• Regional Shure / 
Committees: Direct and 
oversee policy; limped 
decision-making authority 

• Provincial Shure; 
Enforces and Implements 
directives; represents 
local concerns 

Clecislon delays as fighters require 
guidance from smalter ware Of TESL 
deolsion-rnakerS 
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Inner Shure 

Mullah Omer one 
...In members 

erneolzed In 40mmIttees 

Simon I' .. p,,... 
Governors 
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I Taliban Governance I 
I TB Structure 2009 I • Inner Sltura~ Suprema Inner Shl,lra 

comm1ttees: ruling body; decisions 
• Mll1lary InnorShu .... based on consensus and 
• Fln8llC8 aIIl.IIIshOmiJl"lhd within Omar's guidance 
-Ideology --11 m~mlXl .. 
- Atlmlnlstrativs "'lIIIII.~ In el)mmlU--
• Polltloai 

J 
• Regional Shura I 

• PropasandB Committees: Direct and 
• Intailigence oversee policy; lImited 

decision-ma king authority 

f------I • Provincial Shura; 
RBgTanOill Commllln<im r- Ragll;,"a( Sb.u:1'aliI 

-15-2D members 
Enforces and Implements 

Ad haG ~hUnI.II directives; represents 
or commlfte~~ I oca I concern s 

Altlloll1lh hITB!!I!" • OecleiOl1 d81~ all IIglters rsqulr& 
n!created, the TallbVI .. ~ldilnce from $malter tw::Ire ofTEISL 

nnh:lr oIOtnn::ttlnl in 2000 deo~lcm .. mOll<ers 
Is mORt QQ",julrli;Uad 
IIbly dUa tJ:I 1'!IIl;:k I>r 

fraodom of mcwm.el"lt 

~ PfoIoIMI&I :sJlWtl~ , I I'nd DpBrailonal 
GcIWIfn~ 

IOll'mmQlldSr IctISB. 
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FATA NWFP of Pakistan 
Federally Administrated Tribal Areas- FATA 

North-West Frontier Province- NWFP 

Northern Areas 

Afghanistan 
Kashmir 44. 

Punjab 
!Went Fri 
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f I FATA - NWFP of paki~tan I . 
Federally A ministrated Tribal Areas- FATA 

North-West Frontier Province- NWFP 

dfJ5 
Afghanistan 

Punjab 
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Made up of seven tribal agencies (Khyber, Kurram, 
Orazkai, Mohmand, Bajaur, North and South Waziristan) 

3 million tribesmen of FATA are part of the 28 million 
Pashtuns in Pakistan (15 million Pashtuns in 
Afghanistan) 

Development, literacy, and health facilities are low 

— Per capita income US $500 
— Literacy rate: 17% (3% for females) 
- Madaris (some built with Al Qaeda money) are a 

primary means of education and remain popular 

Tribes on both sides of border intermarry, trade, feud, 
celebrate with one another; adhere to Pashtunwali 

48 

FATA: Taliban Safe Haven 
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FATA: Taliban Safe Haven 

• Made up of seven tribal agencies (Khyber, Kurram, 
Ora:zkai, Moh mand, Bajaur, North and South Waziristan) 

" 3 million tribesmen of FATA are part of the 28 million 
" Pashtuns in Pakistan (15 million Pashtuns in 

Afghan"rstan) 

• Development, literacy, and health faclllt1es are low 

- Per capita income US $500 
- Literacy rate: 17% (3% for females) 
- Madaris (some built with AI Qaeda money) are a 

primary means of education and remain popular 

.. Tribes on both sides of border intermarry, trade, feud, 
celebrate wIth one another; adhere to Pashtunwali 
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TALIBAN SAFE HAVEN CONT. 

FATA tribes more rigid and conservative due to a uniquely 

oppressive administrative system 

— Ruled directly by the Pakistani President whose agent is the 
Governor of the Northwest Frontier Province (NWFP) 

— Governor appoints "political agents" to each agency 

— Agents adhere to the "Frontier Crimes Regulation" (FCR), a legacy of 
British colonialism 

— FCR gave no constitutional, civic, or political rights to FATA 
tribesmen 

- FATA traditionally off limits to journalists, NGOs, human rights 
organizations and political parties 

— Mullahs and de facto religious parties have filled the void 

Since the fall of the Taliban in neighboring Afghanistan, the 
area has been destabilized as Pakistani Intelligence (ISI) used 
FATA as a safe haven for Taliban reconstitution and later as a 
staging area for TB recruitment, training and operations in 

Afghanistan 	
49 
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TALIBAN SAFE HAVEN CONT. 
• FATA tribes more rigid and conservative due to a uniquely 

oppressive administrative system 
- Ruled directly by the Pakistani President whose agent is the 

Governor of the Northwest Frontier Province (NWFP) 

- Governor appoints "political agents" to each agency 

- Agents adhere to the "Frontier Crimes RegulationH (FeR)" a legacy of 
British coJonialism 

- FeR gave no constitutional .. civic, or political rights to FATA 
tribesmen 

- FATA traditionally off limits to journalists, NGOs .. human rights 
organizations and politicar parties 

- Mullahs and de facto religious parties have filled the void 

• Since the fall of the Taliban in neighboring Afghanistan, the 
area has been destabilized as Pakistani Intelligence (15&) used 
FATA as a safe haven for Taliban reconstitution and later as a 
staging area for TB recruitment, training and operations rn 
Afghanistan 



LANDMINES 

• Mines have killed and/or 
maimed about 150,000 
Afghans since 1989 

Every month 55-60 people 
fall victim to landmines 

• 32 of 34 provinces affected 

• Mined areas marked by 
signs and/or red painted 
rocks 

• Adversely effects nomadic 
migratory tribes such as 

_the Kuchi 
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[ LANDMINES 

• Mines have killed and/or 
maimed about 150,000 -
Afghans si nee 1989 

• Everv month 55 .. 60 people 
fall victim to landmines 

• 32 of 34 provinces affected 

• Mined areas marked by 
signs and/or red painted 
rocks 

• Adversely effects nomadic 
migratory tribes such as 
the Kuchi 
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Opium Poppies in Afghanistan 
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OPIUM POPPY CULTIVATION 
Ophon poppy aulBriatIQn In ATEMPPlainnt 2009 OR Proving& lev&I) 
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AFGHANISTAN'S OPIUM PROBLEM 

• Afghanistan now produces around 93% of the world's opiates, more 
than twice the world's demand; one province, Helmand, has recently 
produced 50% 

• Many opium farmers work land owned by rich landowners who often 
don't live in the area or even the country; sometimes they prevent the 
farmers from growing anything else, under threat of eviction or worse 

• Government poppy eradication attempts have often targeted farmers 
who are unable to pay bribes or are 

competing with poppy fields under the 

control of more powerful parties 

• Extreme poppy eradication methods, such 

as spraying poppy fields, could drive farmers 

into the hands of the insurgents 

53 
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.. Afghanistan now produces around 93% of the world's opiates, more 
than twice the world's demand; one province., Helmandl' has recently 
produced 50% 

.. Many opium farmers work land owned by rich landowners who often 
dQn~t live in the area or even the country; sometimes they prevent the 
farme.-s from growing anything else., ·under threat of eviction or worse 

• Government poppyeradlcation attempts have often targeted farmers 
who are unab'e to pay bribes or are 

competing with poppy fierds under the 

control of more powerful parties 

.. Extreme poppy eradication methods, such 

as spraying poppy fields, could drive farmers 

Into the hands of the insurgents 
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Regional Heroin Flows From Afghanistan, 2008 
(Source: UNODC) 
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Regional Heroin Flows From Afghanistan, Z008 
(Source: UNODC) 
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REGIONAL OPIUM FACTS 

• Opium crop takes 4 months to mature and requires little water or care 

• Ten kilograms of opium paste produces one kilogram of heroin 

• In 1987 Pakistan produced 70% of the world's heroin supply 

• With US assistance, Pakistan nearly eradicated poppy cultivation 

• Due to agricultural destruction (particularly of irrigation works) during 
the Soviet-Afghan and Afghan Civil Wars, opium production dramatically 
increased in Afghanistan in the 19905 

Taliban taxed both the production (usher) and trafficking (akat) of opium 

Taliban banned poppy cultivation in 2001 in order to increase prices 

Afghan farmers receive 20% of the revenue from drugs; traffickers receive 
SO% 

Roughly 170,000 Afghans {to include 30,000 women) are heroin addicts 

• 3% of Iran's population over the age of 15 are heroin addicts 

• Nearly half of Iran's 170,000 prisoners are held on drug related offenses 

• Since 1990, some 3,000 Iranian security officials have been killed in 
battles against traffickers 
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.. Opium crop takes 4 months to mature and requires little water or care 

'II Ten kilograms of opium paste produces one kilogram of heroin 

• In 1987 Pakistan produced 70% of the world"s herorn supplV 

.. With US assistance", Pakistan nearly eradicated poppy cultivation 

.. Due to agricultural destruction tparticularly of irrigation works) during 
the Soviet-Afghan and Afghan Civil Wars, opium production dramatically 
increased in Afghanistan In the 19905 

.. Taliban taxed both the production (usher) and trafficking (%akat) of opium 

.. Taliban banned poppy cultivation in 2001 In order to increase prices 

.. Afghan farmers receIve 20% of the revenue from drugs; traffickers receive 
80% 

• Roughly 170,000 Afgl1ans (to include 30,000 women) are heroin addicts 

.. 3% of Iran's population over the age of 15 are heroin addIcts 

.. Nearly half of Iran's 170,000 prisoners are held on drug related offenses 

.. Since 1990", some 31 000 Iranian security officials have been kilh!d in 
battles against traffickers 
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OPIUM EXPORT ROUTES 
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OPIUM EXPORT ROUTES 



Note the proximity 
between insurgent 
presence and drug 

routes and markets. 
The southern 
provinces are 
particularly 

vulnerable to 
Tatlban control; the 
opium growing and 
trafficking in these 
provinces has been 
difficult to eradicate. 
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I OPIUM EXPORT ROUTES AND INSURGENCY I I 

Note the proximity 
between insu rgent 
presence and ~rug 

routes ~d markets. 
The southern 
provlnces are 

pillficul iilrly 
vulnerable to 

Tallban control; the 
opium g rowing and 
trafflcking in these 
provinces has been 
difficult to eradicate. 
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CULTURE AND 

COMMUNICATION 
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Victory of the Muslim Nation Parade 
in front of Eid Gah Mosque, Kabul 
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HOLIDAYS (dates* for 2010) _ 
26 Feb: Mavvild al-Nabi (Birth of the Prophet Muhammad) 

21 Mar: Nowruz (Persian New Year) 

28 Apr: Victory of the Muslim Nation (Withdrawal of Soviet Forces) 

01 May: Labor Day 

19 Aug: National Day (Independent Sovereignty from Britain) 

09 Sep: Masood Day, commemorating the assassination of Northern 
Alliance leader Ahmad Shah Masood 

10 Sep: Eid al-Fitr (After a month of fasting, Afghans visit and/or 
entertain their friends and give gifts) 

15 Nov: Eid-al-Adha (Feast of the Sacrifice — commemorates the Prophet 
Abrahams devotion to God) 

16 Dec: Ashura (Shi'a day of mourning commemorating the martyrdom 
of the Prophet Muhammad's grandson Husayn at the Battle of Karbala In 

680 C.E.) 
Note: The week prior to Eid al-Fitr is an appropriate time to provide 
performance or other types of bonuses to Afghan national employees 
such as interpreters/translators; dates for religious holidays are 
approximated; each year the holidays are adjusted to the lunar calendarGo 
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HOLIDAYS (dates* for 2010) 
.. 26 Feb: MawUd ai-Nab I (Birth of the Prophet Muhammad) 

• 21 Mar. Nowruz (Persian New Year) 

.. 28 Apr: Victory of the MlisUm Nation (Withdrawal of Soviet Forces) 

• 01 May: Labor Day 

19 Aug: National DaV (Independent Sovereigntyfl'om Britain) 

.. 09 Sep: Masood Day, commemorating the assassination of Northern 
Alliance leader Ahmad Shah Masood 

'.. 10 Sep: Eid al-Fitr (After a month of fasting" Afghans visit and/or 
entertain their friends and give gifts) 

.. 15 Nov: Eid-aI-Adt1a (Feast of the Sacrifice - commemorates the Prophet 
Abraham's devotion to God) 

16 Dec: Ashura (Shi'a day of mourning commemorating the martyrdom 
of the Prophet Muhammad's grandson Husayn at the Battte of Karbala In 
680 C.E.) 

Note: The week prior to Eld al-Fitr is an appropriate time to provide 
perfonnance or other tvpes of bonuses to Afghan national employees 
such as interpreters/translators; dates for religious holidays are 
approximated; eac::h year the holidays are adjusted to the lunar c:alel1datto 
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AFGHANS CELEBRATING Nowruz 
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Nowruz (Persian New Year) 
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• Majority of Afghan Muslims are Sunni of the Hamill School of thought (Handl Is the 
oldest, largest, and most liberal of the four main schools of Sunni Islam} 

• Shi'as in Afghanistan are "Twelvers" along with smaller numbers of Ismaili's; most are 
from the Hamra and Qizilbash groups 

• Sufism, a mystical school of Islam, is practiced by many Afghan Sunni and Shi'a 
in a form unique to Afghanistan 

• Islam In Afghanistan can include many local superstitions such as the use of folk 

medicines and remedies 
6Z 

Religion in Afghanistan 

Sunni Pal USIIM Shi'' 	 Ct.1.02.1-  

1% 
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• Majoritv of Afghan Muslims are SUhni Df the Hanafl SchClol of thought (Hanaflls the 
oldest, largest, and most liberal of the four main schools of Sunni Islam) 

• Shi'as in Afghanistan are "Twelvers'" along wIth smaner numbers of ~$mail.is; mast are 
from the Hazara and Qizilbash groups 

• Sufisro, a mystJcal schoof of Islam, Is practitl!!d bV many Afghan SUnni and Shi'a Muslims 
in iI form unique to Afgh anistan 

• Islam In Afghanistan can tnclude many local superstitions such as the use of folk 
medicines and remedies 62. 
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ISLAM 

• Abraharnic religion-shares roots with Judaism and Christianity 

• Qur'an holy book — infallible authority 

• Five Pillars: Testimony of faith (Shahada), Prayer (Solar), Charity (ialcat)/ 

Pilgrimage to Mecca Mal& Fasting during month of Ramadan (Sawm) 

Other Beliefs: Faith (lman), Oneness of God (Tawhid), Prophets, Angels, 

Judgment Day, the Books (Qur'an, Bible, Torah), Fate and Predestination 

• Division between Sunni and Shia not as important as ethnic/tribal differences 

Pervasive part of daily life — Prayer Sx/day, education, Friday mosque 

gatherings 

• Religious figures (mullahs) respected and influential 

— The Mullah is a religious leader or teacher 

— Most are qualified by their ability to quote the Koran from memory 

— Often times the Mullah retains the role of a leader who arbitrates local 
disputes based of Islamic principles, and teaches Islamic law and doctrine 

• Literacy issues: misinterpretation; opportunity for perceived religious 
authorities to mislead those who cannot read 
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I ISLA~ I 
.. Abrahamic religion-shares roots with Judaism. and Christianity 

.. Qur'an holy book -Infallible authority 

.. Five Pillars: Testimony of faith (ShahadG). Prayer (Sdlat), Charity (zakat), 
Pilgrimage to Mer:c::8 (Hajj), Fasting during mDnth of Ramadan (5awm) 

otner Beliefs! FaIth (Iman)1 Oneness Oof God (Tawhid). Prophets. Angels, 
Judgment Day. the Books (Qur'an, Bible, Torah), Fate and Predestination 

.. Division between Sunni and Shl'a not as important as ethnic/trIbal differences 

Pervasive part of dally Ufe ~ Prayer SX/dav, education .. Friday mosque 
gatherings 

.. Religious figures (mullohs) respected and lnfluenti.;;ll 

The Mullan is a rel1g1ous leader or teacher 

Most are quaUfied by therr ability to quote the Koran from memory 

Often times the Mullan retains the rale of a leader who arbitrates local 
disputes based of Islamic prinCiples, and tea dies Islamic law and doctrine 

• Litera(:\,· iS5ues: misInterpretation; opportunity for perceived religious 
authoritie5 to mislead those who cannot read 
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[ DISTRIBUTION OF SHIP  AND SUNNI_J  

ftirt4k RAltr#HAk 
101.154 
NuITMI

irepdtlyi#  IGdHAi 

The Shia of Afghanistan, 
who ere primarily Ha ora. 

WA? 	

are located in the center.ths 
oapital, and other major cities 
of the country. The center of 
the country is mountainous 

MIUMHAN 	

vAKtirr. 

 

and harsh terrain,  that has 
provided security and 
seclusion from other groups 
that have threatened andior 
discriminated against the 
Hamra In the past. Hazare 
today can hold government 
posts, obtain higher 
educatIon, and participate in 
the military. 	 s4  
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DISTRIBUTION OF SHr'A AND SUNNI 

The Shl'a of AfghanIstan, 
who are primar~y H$:zara. 
an;, located in the center,tne 
capital, and other major citIes 
ofthe coomry. The (:enter of 
too country Is mountalnolJ'9 
and harsh terrain that has 
provided security and 
sec1 uslon from other groups 
that haw threatened. and{or 
dj.scriminated agalnst the 
Hazara 1n me pa.st. Hazara 
today can hold government 
posts, obtain higher 
educa~on, and participate in 
the rnllllary. 
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ETHNOLINGUISTIC GROUPS AND ISLAMIC SECTS 
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or Uninl.blhil 

Note the Hamra, the mirnorlty Shirai Muslim group. 
In the center. The remaining ethnic groups are 
predominantly Sunni Muslim. 
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Note the Hazara, the mlnorlty Shl'a MuslIm grouP. 
In the center. The remaining ethnlc,groupl5 are 
predominantly Sunni Musil m. 
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Mosques in Afghanistan 1 
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AFGHAN IDENTITY 

Loyaltyanc laidn 

Least important 
	 Individual or Self 

Herdd Komar 

ational. Jdonft 
▪ are an Afghan' 

	 nibs,  or Sub nib, 
'1 Wen hs the 
Pepsis.' Tribe 

"DehP  or "Qarrlyail  N 

 

	Village, Valley 
"I DIM tram Kamishre 

 

Vfilage/Regfon 

  

    

Most Important, 

	Family Bloodline 
.e. 	 il ern a dowir..I.rd of 

y 	 Amid shth Clurrenl, 
1 ho Irak kin a 
Afetwilr.." 

Allegiance is given to family above all other social groupings; family is also the main source 
of an Afghan's identity and is the primary factor in decision-making. Ethnic groups, -tribes, and 
community define one's loyalty. Self is the least important consideration in such a collective 
society. elf 
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least Important 

Most Important~ _______ _ 

ual orSelf 

orSub Tr~b. 
OJ booi<I," tJ> IJI.o 
Papoio:.1 TJlb." 

Alregiance ls given to family above ai' other social grouptngs; family is also 1he main source 
of an Afghan's ldeotity and is the primary factor in decision-maklng. EthnIc groups, 1ribes, and 
community define one's loyalty. Self is the least important consideration in such a collective 
society. 
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L 	 AMERICAN IDENTITY 

While Afghan society is in general collective and group-oriented, individualism and 
independence are characteristic of American culture and permeate most aspects of American 
society. Independence is of great value in America, and Americans place emphasis on 
individual liberties and personal freedoms. In general, In America, the individual represents 
themselves, and family ties usually carry less significance in America than they would In 
Afghanistan. The nuclear family, more often than the extended family, serves as the primary 
support for most individuals In America, but individuals are expected at some point in their 
early adult life to support themselves. Additionally, In America an individual's social network 
is an important factor which creates their Identity. Americans share a strong sense of national 
unity. 611 
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I I AMERICAN IDENTITY I ! 
I I 
, Least I 

I Important I 

Most Importa 

White Afghan society is in ganeral col[ect1ve and group-oriented, Individualism and 
~n dependenc9.' are characterl stlc of American cultu re and permeate most aspects of American 
society. Independence Js of great value in America. and Amerfcans place emphasis on 
individual liberties and personaJ freedoms. In general. In America, the individual represents 
themselves, and family ties usually eany less sign ificance in America than they waul d In 
Afgha.nlstan. The nuclear family, more often than the extended family. serves as the primary 
support for most indiViduals In America, but indiViduals are expected at some point in 1heir 
early adult life to support themselves. Additionally, In America an Individual's social network 
is an important factQrwhlch creates their Identity. Americans share a strong sense of national 
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It is important for the soldier to realize that Afghans a re a tribal society and that Individual Afghans 
(regardless of position) often times cannot make decisions for the tribe. The "shore is an older and highly 
successful form of democracy that has been used for centuries in Afghanistan to solve problems and reach 
agreement /consensus within the tribe. Attending these Shores are an Incredibly important way to meet 
with tribal leaders who can make decisions and implement change. But most Importantly it is a greet 
opportunity for soldiers to build relationships of trust and foster cooperation with Afghans. 

"Holding routine limas with community 
leaders that build trust and solve problems 

is an offensive operation." 

General Stanley A. PlIcChrystal 
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UHoldl ng routine }7rgCl$ wlth com mu nity 
leaders that build trust and solve problems 

is an offi;!:ns[ve operation,'" 

Genera] Sta nley A. McChrystal 
r.a~_ 

It is ImpDrtant for the soldier to reaJi:I;e thill' Afghans a re a trlbaJ ,ociety illOO that IndMdu;!I1 Afch;!lnll 
(regardless of posltlon) Dften thnes cannot make decision:;; for the tribe. The "'Shuta" is an older and higbly 
succ:e"ful form of democracy that has bil.n uSlild for centurle5 in Afghllni5lan to solve probleRU and reach 
agreement /co .. st!nllus within the trlbe. AttendIng t:he.s& ShUrE are a n In~redibLy important way to meet 
with triballeillders who can m .. k. decisions and Implement c:h;a1ljJIiI. But most Im:pornl'ltty 1\ is iii ~Iirt 
opportunity for sakliars to build relatlonlhlpa I;tf trust and foster coopen-tion with. Af&han;s. 
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Influences and corresponding mindsets/behaviors 

Recent history of conflict:  Suspicion, warrior mentality, basic survival, 

uncertainty 

— Soviet Invasion and Polujahideen: Many Afghans refer to this time period as an 
example of their strength; it is a source of pride and glory and also fueled ongoing 
suspicion of outside forces and their oblectives, 

— Civil War After the Soviet withdrawal, fighting amongstAfghan ethnic groups for control 
of the country increased sectarianism, resuiting in a significant decline In an already weak 
sense of nationalism. 

— Tallinn: Due to the incredibly anarchic situation during the Afghan Civil War, the Taliban 
were initially welcomed by the majority of hopeful Afghans. This sense of hope, however, 
turned into betrayal when the Taliban government turned inward, repressive, and was 
seen as detrimentsl to the people. This betrayal has resulted in a mindset of distrust 
towards government 

— Current situation: With the defeat of the Taliban, Afghans expected improvements to 
their lives through the assistance of the international community. Almost a decade after 
the Taliban, the standard of living has not measurably improved. As the national 
government, which is backed by the US and NATO partner countries, is increasingly seen 
as corrupt, the sense of disappointment has resulted in a population often ambivalent to 
all sides. 

AFGHAN PSYCHE AND BEHAVIOR 
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AFGHAN PSYCHE AND BEHAVIOR 

Influences and corresponding mlndsets/behavlors 

• Recent hIstory of conflict: Susplcion~ warrior mentality .. basic survlval, 
uncertai nty 

Soviet Invasion and Mujahideen: Many Afghans refer to this time period as an 
example oftheir strength; it is a source of pride and glory and also fueled ongoing 
suspicion of outside forces and their objectives. 

eMl War: Afterthe Soviet wlth d rawa I, fighting amongst Afgha n E!th nlc groups for control 
oftl1e country incrl!ased sectarianism, resu [tin g In a srgnlf1cant decline In an alread~ weak 
senSe of nationalism. 

TaUban: Due to the Incredfbly anarchic srtuatlon durlng the Afghan Civil War, the Ta"ban 
were initially welcomed by the majority of hopeful Afghans. ThIs sense of hope. however, 
turned into betrayaJ when the Taliban government turned inward, repressive, and was 
seen as de.trimentaI to the peopre. This betrayal has resulted In a minc:lset of distrust 
towards government. 

ClIrrent situatIon: With the defeat of the Tallban, Afghans expected Improvements to 
theIr lives through the assistance ofthe international communIty'. Almost a decade after 
the. TaJiban, the standard of living has not measurably improved. As the national 
government, which is backed by tiU! US end NATO partner countr1es. is increasinely seen 
as co rrupt. tile sa n.se of dlsa ppo intment has reslJ 1ted ina popu latlon often am biva~9nt to 
all sides. 
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Influences and corresponding mindsets/behaviors continued 

• Religion:  "InshaPallah" attitude 

— Fatalism: Religion Is often used as a source of comfort in a situation where many Afghans 
live in poverty; fatalism provides a way to cope with a lack of food, clean water, security, 
and healthcare. 

— Islam a source of guidance: Problems within a family or community are often resolved 
by consulting religious texts orthose who are familiar with the texts; a religious leader Is 
often the source consulted due to the high rate of illiteracy. 

— Most are not extremist: The majority of Afghans are not extremist, but are religiously 
conservative; extremism that does exist is a result of the Soviet-Afghan War and the 
importation of Al Qaeda ideology. 

Traditional Afghan values:  Hospitality, Honor, Family 
— Regardless of past and present events, most Afghans are committed to maintaining their 

tradition al val ues and customs. 

— Hospitality is a trademark of Afghan culture; regardless of their opinion of a person, they 
will be hospitable. 

— Honor is a common Afghan value behind behaviors such as; saving face, not saying "not 
being hospitable and giving, and guarding the virtue of female family members. 

— Family Is the priority for mostAfghans and is often the driving force behind many of their 
actions. 	 71 

AFGHAN PSYCHE AND BEHAVIOR 
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Influences and corresponding mindsets/behaviors continued 

• Religion: fllnsha'a lIah" attitude 

"Fatalism: Religlon Ts often used as a source of comfort in ilsituation wheT£! many Afghans 
live in poverty, fatalism provides a wav to cope wIth a Jack ofiood, clear! water, security, 
and hea Ithea reo 
[sla m a so urce of guidance: Probl ems within a fam ltv or com mu nity are oftem resolved 
by consultl ng ra ligio us texts 0 r th ose who are fam iliar with the texts.; a re Irglo us leade r Is 
often th e sou res co nsu Ited due to the h 19h ri;lte of n lite ra cv. 
Most are not extremist: The majority of Afghans are not e)(tremist, but are. rellglous~ 
conservative; eldremism that does exist is a result of the SOVlet~fghan War a.nd the 
importation of AI Qaeda id!!ology. 

• Traditional Afghan varues: Hosp'talltYJ Honor, FamUy 
Regardless of past and present eve Ilts, most Afghans are com mltted to mal nt31n ing thei r 
tradition al val ues and customs. 

HospTtaUty Is a trademark of Afghan culture; regardless of their opinion of a person, they 
wtU be hospltab Ie. 

Honor is a common Afghan value behind behaviors such as: saving face, not saving "no:' 
being hospitable and giving. and guarding the virtue offemale faml[v members. 

Famllv 15 the priority for mostAf,ghans and is often the driving force behlnd many ofthelr 
acttons. 11 
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• Low vs. WI Power Distance  

— Afghanistan is a high power society as members do not see themselves as equals 
but subject to those in power 

• Individualism vs. Collectivism  

— Falling under a tribe or ethnic group would define Afghans as a collective 
society; individuals answer to the tribe as a whole 

▪ Masculine vs. Femininity 

— Afghanistan is very much a masculine society where competition, assertiveness 
and power play a crucial role in every day life; women play a subordinate role in 
this society 

• Low vs. High Uncertainty Avoidance  

— A high uncertainty avoidance society prefers rules and structured activities like 
tribal laws and religious values to dictate daily life; superstitions can also play a 
role 

• Lone vs. Short Term Osientation  

— Afghanistan is a short term oriented society where saving face, respect for 
tradition, and immediate stability are important 

GEERT HOFSTEDE'S FIVE DIMENSIONS OF CULTURE 
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GEERT HOFSTEDE'S FIVE DIMENSIONS OF CULTURE 

LDW vs. High Power Distance 

- Afghanistan is a high power society as members do not see themselves as equals 
but subject to those in power 

.. Individualism us. Collectivism 

- Fa iii hg under a trIbe or eton Ie group wo ul d define Afghans as a collec.tlve 
society; Individuals answer to the tribe as a whole 

Masculine vs. Fem I n I n Ity 

Afghanistan Is very much a masculine societvwhere competltJon~ assertivenes5 
and power play a crucial role in ellery day I1te; women playa subordinate role In 
this soeEety 

Low vs. High Uncertainty AlIOldance 

A high uncertainty avoidance socIety prefers ruras and structured a.ctivities like 
trIbal laws and religious values to dictate dally Ufe; superstitions can arso play a 
role 

Long vs. Short Term Orientation 
- Afgh an istan Is a short term orie~ so cietV where saving face, respect for 

traditio~ and Immediate stabllitv;are Important 
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T Application of the Five Dimensions of Culture 
•■■ 

High Power Distance 

— It is critical to identify the power broker of a community, whether it be the local 
mullah, tribal elder, politician, or businessman:, directly dealing in a positive 
manner with those with power will increase the effectiveness of meetings and 

negotiations 

Lollective Society  

— For any decisions of significance, expect a consensus approach that may require 
patience on the part of Soldiers 

masculing Society 

— In Afghanistan, men and women have very distinct gender roles and norms of 
Interaction that may not conform to Western values; consult your Rules of 
Interaction should any situations of concern arise 

iih  Uncertainly Avoidance 

— Soldiers should attempt to provide full explanations, assurances, and 
demonstrate beneficial outcomes when introducing new concepts. It is also 
advisable to arrange meetings that do not disrupt daily religious and cultural 

rituals, such as prayer 

Short Term c e t 

— At the end of a meeting, do not expect command decisions to be made in a 

timely manner 
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• 
Application of the Five Dimensions of Culture 

.. High PoWtn Distance 

It: is critical to identify the power broker of a com m unity, whether it be the local 
mullal1, tribal elder, politician, or bUSilnessmani directly dealing in a positive 
mali ner with those with power will increase the effewveness of meetings OiM d 
negotiations 

'D 11 ectlve 50ci8!y 
- For any decisions of srgnificance~ expect ... consens .... s ;approach that may require 

patience on the part of Soldiers 

Masculing Sodety 

rn Afghanistan, men and women hOlYe very distinct gender roles and norms of 
Interac.llon that.may not conform to WestE!rn values; consult your Rules of 
Interaction snould any situations of concern arise 

.. ljigh U ncert@l[ltV Avoidanc..!, 

Soldiers shourd attempt to provide full explanatIons, assurances, and 
demonstrate beneficial out.:omes when introducing new concepts. lt is alsQ 
advisable to arrange meetlngs th~t do not disrupt daily religious and cultural 
rituals, such as prayer 

Short Term Orientation 
At the end ofa meetins, do not e)(pect command decisions to be made In a 
time1v manner 
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COMMUNICATING WITH AFGHANS 

Small Talk: 
Casual conversation is a must at the beginning of every encounter 

• Consists of repeated Inquiries about health, family, weather, crops 
• Do not make specific inquiries about female family members 
■ Build rapport by sharing personal information (within the limits of your comfort and 

security) 
• Accept offerings of food or tea (if you must decline, do so gracefully) 

Greeting: 
- Handshake or right hand over heart 

with slight nod 
- Greeting in Pashtu or Dari is 

appreciated 
• Men should not attempt to greet a 

woman unless the woman initiates 
the greeting 

- It is preferable to greet the eldest or 
most senior first 
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Greeting: 
Handshake or right hand over heart 
wIth slight nod 

• GreetIng Tn Pashtu or Dari is 
appreciated 

• Men should not attempt to greet a 
woman unless the woman Initiates 
the greeting 

• It is preferable to greet the eldest or 
most senlQrnl"!it 

Small Talk: 

.... --,. ....... ... - .............. 

• CasUal conversation is a must at the beginning of every encounter 
• Consists of repeated Inquiries about health, family. weather, traps 
• Do not make specific inquiries about fetnale family members 
• Build rapport by sharIng personal information (within the limits of your commr-t and 

security) . 
.. Accept offerings: of food or teil (if you must decline, do so gracefully) 
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Possible lines of communication that may contribute to 
greater efficiency and maximum impact: 

— Through government authorities in the cities 

— Through religious figures in villages 

Providing gifts, such as school supplies, for children can 
help build rapport 

Avoid communicating preference for one ethnic group 
over another 

Respect for the elderly can be the first step towards 
communication; do not be afraid of a hug or a kiss 

COMMUNICATING WITH AFGHANS CONT. 
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COMMUNICATING WITH AFGHAN~ CONT. ] 

.. Possible lines of communication that may contribute to 
greater efficiency and maximum impact: 

- Through government authorities in the cities 

- Th rough religious figures in villages 

• Providing gifts, such as school suppliesl for children can 
help build rapport 

• Avoid communicating preference for one ethnic group 
over another 

• Respect for the elderly can be the first step towards 
communication; do not be afraid of a hug or a kiss 
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MEETINGS AND NEGOTIATIONS 

To foster rapport and willingness to cooperate; 

• Do not expect to address your goals during the initial meetings 

• The first few meetings should focus on the goals and interests of 
the Afghans 
Never make a promise that you cannot keep 

• Try to compliment the leader and avoid negatively affecting his 
honor 

• Try not to openly disagree with their goals in public; instead, 
suggest further discussion may be needed 

• Do not openly express anger or shout, as such behavior is viewed 
as disrespectful and shows a lack of self control 

• Greet in Dari and/or Pashtu at the start and end of meetings 

▪ in negotiations, allow your counterpart to ask about your 
agenda, only allow for small pieces to be revealed (enough for 

your counterpart to feel comfortable and build his trust in you) 77 
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To foster rapport and wiUingness to cooperate: 

• Do not expect to address your goals during the initial meetings 

• The first few meetings should focus on the goals and interests of 
the Afghans 

• Never make a promise that you cannot keep 

• Try to compliment the leader and avoid negatively affecting his 
honor 

• Try not to openly disagree with their goals in public; instead} 
suggest further discussion may be needed 

• Do not openly express anger or shout, as such behavior is viewed 
as disrespectful and shows a Jack of se'f control 

• Greet in Dari and/or Pashtu at the start and end of meetings 

• rn negotiations, alJow your counterpart to ask about your 
agenda, only allow for smaU pieces to be revealed (enough for 
your counterpart to feel comfortable and build his trust in you) 71 



Combined Meeting with US and 
Afghan Security Forces  
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COMMUNICATING WITH AFGHANS - THINGS TO AVOID  

Pointing at some one 

• Sticking out the tongue 

• Yelling at someone in front of 
others 

• Spitting, whether on the ground or 
at someone 

• Sitting with legs stretched in front 
of others, especially the elderly 

Talking with hands in pockets or 
behind one's back 

• Making offensive hand gestures 

• Taping to females directly or 
Inquiring about an Afghan's wife or 
older female family members 
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COMMUNICATING WITH AFGHANS" THINGS TO AVOID 

• Pointing at some one 

.. Sth::king out the tongue 

• Yelling atsomaone in front of 
others 

• Spitting, whether on the ground or 
at someone 

• Sitting with legs stretched in front 
of others, especially the elderly 

• Talking with hands in pockets or 
behind one's back 

• Making offensive hand geStures 

• Talking to females directly or 
inquiring about an Afghan's wife or 
older femaJe family members 
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DINING WITH AFGHANS 

• Food is often served and consumed from common plates; always use right hand 
(silverware may or may not be available) 
▪ Try to avoid leaving excess food on your plate and expect offers of 2nd and 31'd 

helpings 

80 
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• To be Invited Is an honor, and 
attending a meal is a powerful way 
to build rapport 
• Do not expect a quick dinner, nor a 
mixed gender dining arrangement 
• Try to take a small gift (no alcohol); 
the gift will not be opened in front of 
you 
• Allow the host to seat you 
• Most likely floor seating do not sit 
with legs stretched out in front of 
others 
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DINING WITH AFGHANS 

• To be Invited rs an honor:, and 
(lttending a meal is a powerful way 
to build rapport 
.. Do not expect a quick dinner, nor a 
mixed gender dining arrangement 
-Try to take a small gift (no alcohol); 
the gift will not be opened in front of 
you 
.. AUow the host to seat you 
• Most likely floor seating - do not sit 
with legs stretched out in front of 
others 
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• In rural areas, life centers on the Quiah (pronounced "'kraal, a walled 
compound/fort occupied by an extended family 

• Extended family obligations, often supersede other responsibilities, inciuding 
allegiance to spouse, lob, and Individual need 

• Most marriages are arranged (between cousins) to reinforce alliances and/or 
ensure that property & wealth remain In family control 

6  Privacy & Protection from strangers or non family members is a paramount 
concern — however, privacy from family is virtually unknown 

Afghan 
Family Life 
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Afghan 
Family Life 

• In rural areas, Ufe centers on the Qalah (pronounced "kaialJ
). a walled 

compound/fort occupied by an extended family 

• Extended family oblisations, often supersede other re5ponsibmtJes. 'nc::luding 
allegiance to spouse, Job, and individual need 

• Most marriages are arranged (between cousins) to reinforce alliances and/or 
ensure that property & wealth ramain in family control 

.. Privacy & Protection from strangers or non-famlfy members is a paramount 
concern ••• however. privacy from familv is virtuallv unknown 
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• guzkashi literally means "goat grabbing" In Dad. The origins of this game are believed to go 
back to the era of the Mongol conquest, when the Mongol riders would hunt, kill and pick 
up goats without dIsmountingfrom their horses. Purportedly, Afghan horseman learned to 
fight back and retook their animals from the Mongols who wanted to ride away with the 
livestock. 

• Today buzkashi is en organized field game of ten to twelve players per team. The teams 
must transportthe headless carcass of a calf or goat, weighing up to 60 kg, (130 Ws) the 
length of a football field and back, and then over a goal Line, without dropping it or allowing 
someone from the other team to wrestle it from them. In bigger cities, tournaments are 
played in stadiums. The rules 

forbid the use of knives or any 

direct physical attack of the 

person carrying the carcass. 

• it Is a rough sport that requires 

exceptional riding skills and 

well-trained horses. 

• Buzirosid is typically played on 

special occasions, such as the 

Afghan New Year (Nowruz), 

and weddings, though typically 

women are not allowed to 

watch. 
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Buzkashi The Afghan National Sport 

011reilrinlinellirlirlir•AVOID1111111-0110111.11010-1111 • 

ACLURM003190

,;=:B=U=Zk=a=S=h=i="'=T=h=e=A=f=g=h=a=n=N==at=i=~=n=a=-I S=p=o=rt~I-' 
Bud«lsh/ltterally means "soatgrabblng" in Oari. The origins of this game are believed to go 
back to the era of the Mongol conqu est,. whe.n the Mongol riders would hUnt, kill and pick 
up gDats without dlsmountlngfrom their horses. PurportedLy, Afghan horseman learned to 
fight bad;; and retook theIr anim als from the Mongols who wanted to ride away with the 
livestock. 

Todav buzkoshi is an organrzed field game of tl!n to twelve players: per team. The teams 
must transport the headless carcass of iii calf or guat" weighing up to 60 kg, (130 Lbs) the 
length of a footbaU field a nd back.. and then over a goal Line.. without dropping it or allowing 
someone from the cn::her team to wrestle It from them. In bigger cities, tol.lrn"l!lments are 
played In stadiums. The rules 

forbid the use of kni ... es or any 
dirt! ct phySical attack of the 

person carrying the c:arc:ass. 
It 15 a rough sport that requIre:"! 
excepUonal riding !lkills and 

welJ-trained hDrses. 
Buzlmshl is typkally played on 

special occasions, such as the 

Afghan New Vear (Nowruz). E1d, 

and weddings, 1hough typically 

WOmen are not allowed to 

watch. 



ETHNIC GROUPS  
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ETHNOLINGUISTIC COMPOSITION BY ISAF RC 
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PASHTUN 
• largest single Afghan ethnicity 
• Pashtu primary language 
• President Hamld Komi b Pashtun 
• • Independont, fierce 
• View themselves as rightful leaders of 

Afghanistan 
• Ghlizal Pashtun tribe forms backbone of 

Taliban 
• The term "Afghan" is historically 

synonymous with Pashtun 

Pashtun proverb:I against my brother: my 
brother and I against my cousin; I, my brother, 

and my cousin against the stranger" 

As 
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PASHTUN 
-. -~la~~~;t-;~~l~·Aighan·~h;.rd~·· . -_._- .... "'! 
• Pashtu pr1marylanguage i 

• PresIdent Hamid I<analls Pashturl 1 
• . Independent, fisrce i 

• View themselves as rIghtful leaders Df 1 
Afl:hanbtan 

• GhUzal Pashtun tribe forms bac:kbDnl!! of 
Taliban 

• The term "Afghan" is hirtorir;o!IlIv 
$ynonymDu5 wIth Pashtun 

Pash.tun proverb: "l against mv br~her: my 
brother and I against my CG usln; I, my brother, 

and my cDusin agaInst tbe stranger" 
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pashrtunwati- The Way of the Pashtun 

Pashtunwall is a term coined by anthropologists; while the term 
itself is unfamiliar to Pashtuns, it is an accurate description of 

an unwritten code or set of values important to their way of life 

- Hospitality 
• Sada, - Justice/Revenge 
.1•Nanawateh - Asylum 
+Zemaka — Defense of land/earth 
+Nang — Honor 
+Namus - Honor of women 
• Ilettrad— Nation - "Pashtunistan" 
• Dod-pasbanl - Protect Pashtun culture 
+Tokhm-pasbani - Protect the Pashtun 
44De Pashtunwali Perawano - Adhere 
to Pashtunwall 

• iriverivairtrilreillrfill11111-11FIVIDAIFIrelli 	0 0 
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I p •• bt'uDw.li - The Way of the pas~tun I 
PashtunwaU Is a term coined by anthropologists; while the term 

itself is unfamiliar to Pashtuns, it is an accurate" description of 
an unwritten code or set of values important to their way of life 

':·Melmastla - Hospitality 
.:. Badal - Justi ce/Revenge 
·>-Nanawateh - Asylum 
':·Zemaka - Defense of land/earth 
·:*Nang - Honor 
·:·lVamus - Honor of women 
~·Hewad - Nation - Ilpashtunistan° 
*:*Dod-pasbanl- Protect Pashtun culture 
·)-Tokhm-pasbani - Protect the Pashtun 
.:. De Pashtunwaf; Perawano - Adhere 
to Pashtunwali 



PASHTUNS AND ISLAM 
One thing that is common to most Pashtuns is their commitment 

to Islam as both a value system and a social structure. Many times 

their strong belief in Islam is blended with Pashtun tribal tradition. 

Still, they do rely on the pillars of Islam to live their lives and often 

the Mullah takes on the role of a community leader and 

arbitrator. The mosque is the center of the community. Pashtuns 

also rely heavily on the code of conduct known as Pashtunwali. It 

is an unwritten law passed down from one generation to the next. 

It covers many aspects of life to include: self authority, equality, 

assembly or counsels, elders, respect for all people, remedies for 

grievances, clan relationships, care for the needy, need for 

protection, hospitality, and many other day to day ways in which 

one and the tribe are to behave. At times it may supersede Islam. 

137 

110_1111111L011_1111101MALS111.-0-111.111-111-111-0-11M•11. • 

ACLURM003195

• I.---.~---"-__ .-.:.~. __ ~ __ .-. ____ •• Il-.~. __ -.• -__ •••• 
I PASHTUNS AND ISLAM I 

One thing that is common to most Pashtuns is their commitment 

to Islam as both a va lue system and a social structure. Many times 

their strong belief in Islam is blended with Pashtun tribal tradition. 

Still, they do rely on the pillars of lslam to live their lives and often 

the Mullah takes on the role of a com munity leader and 

arbitrator. The mosque is the center of the community. Pashtuns 

also rely heavily on the code of conduct known as Pash1unwali. It 

is an unwrrtten law passed down from one generation to the next. 

It covers many aspects of life to include: self authority, equality, 

assembly or counsels, elders, respect for all people, remedies for 

grievances, clan relationships, care for the needy, need for 

protection, hospitality, and many other day to day ways in which 

one and the tribe are to behave. At times it may supersede Islam. 
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TAM 

2nd largest ethnic group (25 — 30% of 
population) 

• Refer to themselves as "Farsiwan" or 
speakers of FarskilDari 

- Formed the backbone of Northern 
Alliance against Taliban 

• Social organization by geography, not 
tribe 

• Tied together by perceived threat of 
Pashtuns 

• Ahmad Shah Masood, Leader of the 
Northern Alliance, was Tel& 

- Mostly Sunni Muslim, with few Shia 
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TAJ.IK 

2nc1 1argest ethnic group (25 - 30% of 
population) 

• Refer to themselves as "Farsiwan" (lr 
speakers of Farsl/Dari 

Formed the backbone of Northern 
A[liance against ThJib.m 

Social organi:z;iirtion by geography. not 
tribe 

• TJ ed together bV pen:er.,ed threat of 
Pashtuns 

• Ahmad Shah Masood, Le .. der of the 
Northern Alliance. was Tajik 

Mostly Sunnl Muslim, with few Shl'a 
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I Tajik Militiaman 
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HAZARA 
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Hazard 

Mongolian descent 

Tribal and agrarian 

Distinct ethnic and religious group 

Vast majority Shia Muslim 

Historical target of discrimination 

by Sunni Tribes; mostly by Pashtuns 

Still perform the most menial jobs 

Often anti-government, anti-Pashtun 

Persecuted by Taliban 

Occasional feuds with nomadic Kuchi 

Si 
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• Mongolian descent 
• Tribal and agrarian 

• Distinct ethnic and religious group 

• Vast majority Shi'a Muslim 

• Historical target of discrimination 
by SU n ni Tribes; mostly by Pashtu ns 

• Still perform the most menial jobs 
• Often anti-government, anti-Pashtu n 

• Persecuted by TaJiban 

• Occasional feuds with nomadic Kuehl 
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L 	 UZBEK 
- Turkic-Mongol descent 
- Located in Northern Afghanistan 

and Uzbekistan 
- Uzbek and Dari speakers 
- Most Sunni Muslim 
- Introduced Buzkashi, Afghanistan's 

national sport 

• ers-uoieresime-  miress-lusiver 
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and Uzbekistan 
• Umek and Dari speakers 
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• Introduced Buzkashi" Afghanistan's 
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1 NURESTAN1 
• Located primarily in NE Afghanistan 

▪ Claim lineage to Alexander the Great 
andifor Quraysh tribe of Arabia (who 
rejected Islam); both stories believed to 
have originated in myth 

• Previously named "Kafirs"— infidels; 
they were forcibly converted to Islam 
by Amir Abdur Raham Khan in 1855 

▪ Converted to Islam late 19d1  century 

• 3,5 tribes with numerous sub-groups 

• 5 languages with several dialects 

• Tepid relations with other Afghans 

• Animosity towards Arabs 

• Protective of distinctive culture 

• Many have European features — right 
eyes, hair 

ACLURM003201

• Previously named NKafJrs" - infldels; 
they were 10 rclbly converted to tslam 
bV Amir Abd ur Ra 11 am Khan In 1895 

• Converted to Islam late 19· r:el1tUry 

15 trl bes with numerous sub-groups 

• 51anguBges w[th several dialects 

.. Tepid relations. with other Afghans 

.. Animosity towards Arabs 

• Protective of distinctlue culture 

• Many have European features - nght 
eyes, hair 
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Turkic-speaking group 

Turidc-Mongol origin 

Tribal structure based on patrilineal; 
meaning -father line 
Farmer-herdsmen 

Jewelry and carpet makers 

Considerable contributions to the 
Afghan economy 

Live in areas neighboring Turkmenistan 

TURKMEN 
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• Turkic-speaking group 

• Turkic-Mongclorigin 

• Tribal structure based on patrilineal; 
meaning "-father linG'" 

Farmer-herds men 

• Jewelry and ca rpet makers 

CQnstderable contributions to the 
Afghan economy 

I TURKMEN ] 

I •• - •• -.~.-•• ~~.'-••..• ~ •• -'.-.-. .-•••••• --.-.-- • 



1,6111111•1111,11_11111•11•111111411,111•11VIMILS1811111   

KUCHI (NOMADIC) 
• Nomadic herdsmen 
• Primarily Pashtun and Baluch 
• May seasonally relocate and/or 

cross-national borders 
• High illiteracy rate 
• Feud with settled populations over 

free grazing 
• Number around 3 million 
• Continue to fall victim to landmines 

emplaced during arid after Soviet-
Afghan War 
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• Nomadic herdsmen 
• Primarily Pashtun and Baluch 
• MilV seasonally relocate and/or 

c:ross~national borders 
• High miteracy rata 
.. Feud with settled populations over 

free grazing 
.. Number around 3 million 
•. Continue to fall ",ictlm to landrnines 

emplaced during and after Soviet­
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BALU CH 

• Mauch: Iranian descent; speak Bahichi (Iranian language) 

• Their traditional homeland Is the Baluchistan Plateau 

• Largely pastoral and desert dwellers( Sunni Muslim 

• aakehi Nationalism, which continues to this day, has resulted in 
several uprisings that have been violantiv put down by Pakistan 

Have a distinct cultural Identity maintained by their 

isolated and nomadic life stills 

• Known for their beautiful natural colored camel hair rugs 
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I . BALUCH 

Baluch: [ranlan descent; speak Blilluchi (Iranian languqa) 

• Thair traditional homeland 15 the Baluchls.ta" Plate'lIl.! 
Larselv pastor.llll arid desert dwallars; Su,,"i Mus:llm 
8aluchi Nationa 11sm, wh[ch «Intlnlles to thl'f dOl'r', h:l!i: n:I$ultad in 
seltera I uprIsings that ha'o/e bean viof.anUv put down by Pakl-stiln 

Have a distind: ~ula.lral Identity maintained by their 

isolated lind nomlidic: life styl. 
Known for their beautiful natural calCl1"ed C2llmel bag. rugs 
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OTHER GROUPS 

imerni shra group 

Thought to be descendants of Persian 
mercenaries and administrators of Safavid 
empire; were influential in Afghan court and 
government due to higher levels of education 
and experience 

Appoarto inhabit urban centers as 
professionals (doctors, teachers, engineers, 
lawyers) 

Kabuli (Kabul)  

Elites 

Heterogeneous urban population of 'Kabul City 

▪ Ethnic-neutral (i.e. mixed) 

▪ Generations of intermarriages 

• Speak Dari in addition to mothertongue 

Often secularly educated 

■ Familiar with/adopt Western-oriented outlook 

■ Many left capital during pastthree decades of 
war 

Other Ethnic Gremlin 

• GuJilan. Nomadic; language not Indo-European; 
millennia old traditions; possibly related to 
Nuristanis 

▪ Hindus; known for moneylending; persecuted 
under Tallinn; many returning to Afghanistan 

sikits! known for craftsmanship; must carry 
knife; persecuted by Taliban; many returning 

▪ Aimeb:Parisen-speaking, nomadic/semi-
nomadic, Mongolian/Iranian mix 

97 

Very little known about them 

characterized by language — Pashai (Oardic 
language) 

Many consider themselves Pashtun 

often associated with or referred to as 
KohIslam! 

Inhabit Nuristan, parts of Laghman, and N. 
Nangarhar 

Many In timber and livestock businesses 
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fMhil Kabuli fKabull 

· Very Dttle known about them • E:lites 

· characterized by lanSWl!I1ll - Pa!llh~i (lJalrdic: • Heter"gene01Js urban popuratlon of ](abul City 
languaGe) · a:hnic:-neutrlll CI.e. mind) 

· Many con5iderthC!m!llelves PaSlhiuD · Generatlons of Intermarriages 

· uften ii55t1c1ated wlth or referred to as · Speak Darl in addltiol1 to motlllilrtonBue 
Kohbtanl · OftEn s&a.llarlv educated · ll1h;!lbtt r.lurfl!itBn, parts of Laghman, and N. · FamllTar with/adopt Wedern-orien'l!ul rU.1t1ook 
lIIanglilrhar · Many left: capital duri Dg pBst thnl:o de.:ade.s or · Many In tlmber and livestock busLness@/l wlilr 

Ql:zllbash Other Ethnic G MUpS 

· Im;a.ml Shi'a graup · GuDar: Nomadic; laRg\lage noUndQ-E"tlro(2e8n: · Thought to be de:s:cend"nh of PerSIan millenniil uld tradltlons; possibly related to 
1'f'It;ln;C!nlilriu5 and administrators ofsafiwId Nurlstanls 
empire; were influential in Alp: .. n court and · Hi"d~s; krlown for mOl"lli\'fendlng; pen:ecuteld 
C!lV8rnmllnt due to higher levels 01' educ:atlo n underTaliban; many rerurninlll tog Alghilnlstan 
and experIence · . Sl1chs~ known far craftsmanshlp. must carry · APflearto inhabit urban centers as knife; pen:ecIJll!!d by Tallba .. : manv raturninl 
professionals (dtlc:;tcr.s:, teachers.. Elnt:insers, · AimBk: JlarLsiin-speillklng, nomadlc/seml· ]illwyersJ 

nomadic,. Mongonan/ll'OInian mix 
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Central Region:  

Ghor, Dayltundl, Oruzgan, Wardak, Kabul, Kapisa, Paruan, Barnyan 

Provinces b Region 

Southern and Western Regions;  

Herat, Farah, Nimruz, Helmand, Kandahar 

Northeastern Region:  

Takhar, Panjshir, Nurestan, Badakhshan 

Eastern lie ion; 

Konar, Nangarhar, Lowgar, Patricia, ghost, Paktika, Ghazni, Zabul, Laghman 

Northern Region:  

Faryab, Jowzjan, Sar-e-Pul, Balkh, Samangan, Baghlan, Kunduz, Badghis 

1110-41-11-10_0110_011_011011111L0,000-11.0.11_01111_00  
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I pro~i~ces by Region I 
Southern and Western Regions: 

Herat" Farah .. Nimruz, Helmand .. Kandahar 

I Eastern Region: 

Konar, Nangarhar, Lowgar, paktla, Khost, Paktika .. Ghazni, Zabul, Laghman 

Northern R~ion: 

Faryab, Jowzjan, Sar-eyPul, Balkh, Samangan, Baghlan, Kunduz, 8adghis 
I 

- - . h 

Northeastern Region: 

Takhar, Panjshir, Nurestan, Badakhshan 

Central Region: 

Ghar, Oaykundi", Oruzgan .. Wardak, Kabul .. Kapisa, Parvan, Bamyan 
9~ 
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SOUTHERN AND WESTERN REGIONS 

HERAT, FARAH, NIMRUZ, HELMAND, KANDAHAR 
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The southern and western climate generally covers the Herat, 
Farah, and Nirnruz provinces in the West and the Helmand and 
Kandahar provinces in the South. This region has incredibly hot 
summers. Snow rarely falls in the southern provinces of 
Helmand and Kandahar during the winter, whereas the Western 
provinces will see some snow with little to no accumulation. 
Nlmruz and Farah provinces have large, sandy deserts known 
locally as Registan or "Sandy Land." The entire southern region 
experiences high winds and sand storms from May - 
September. The region has a Pashtun majority, followed by a 
concentration of Baluch in the southernmost areas. There are 
pockets of Tajik populations in the region, and a small amount 
of Hazaras and Aimaks. The security situation has been 
unstable, and insurgent groups have controlled districts in the 
region. Helmand province is of great significance as it is 
responsible for over 50% of the world's opium production. 
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The southern and western climate generally covers the Herat., 
Farah ... and Nimruz provinces in the West and the Helmand and 
Kandahar provinces in the South. This region has Incredibly hot 
summers. Snow rarely falls In the southern provin'ces of 
Hermand and Kandahar during the winter, whereas the Western 
provinces will see some snow with little to no accumulation. 
Nlmruz and Farah provinces have large, sandy deserts known 
locally as Registan or ''''Sandy Land.1I The entire southern region 
experiences high winds and sand storms from May-
September. The region has a Pashtun majority, followed by a 
concentration of Baluch in the southernmost areas. There are 
pockets of Tajik populations in the region, and a small amount 
of Hazaras and Aimaks. The security situation has been 
unstable, and insurgent groups have controlled districts in the 
region. Helmand province is of great significance as it is ~ 

responsible for over 50% of the world's opium production. =:LJ 
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9 
02 

Ethnic Groups: 
Pashtun 
Tajik 
Haza ra 

Languages: 
Pasht-u 
Dari 
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Western Afghanistan - Herat 

ACLURM003210

west~rn Afghanistan - Herat] 
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Ethnic Grol.lps: 
Pashtun 
Tajik 
Hazara 

Languages: 
Pashtu 
Oari 
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Herat Province - Capital: Herat 

Geography and Climate: Bounded by the Khorasan desert in the west, 

mountains in the east and north fertile tract that 

contains the districts of Herat, Ghoryan, Obe, and 

Karukh 

Economy: One of the country's richest agricultural 

communities; agriculture, livestock, and carpet 

weaving 

Drug 

Production/Trafficking: 

Most of the opium production takes place in 

Shindand District where Insurgent groups are 

very active 

Dangers/Concerns: High level of criminal activity throughout the 

province— particularly rural areas 

Significance: Once a center of Persian poetry and philosophy, 

Herat is still in Iran's sphere of influence 
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I Herat Province - Capital: Herat I 
Geography and Climate: Bounded by the KI10rasan desert in the westl 

mountains in the east and north fertile tract that 
contains the districts of Heratl Ghoryan, Dbe, and 
Karukh 

Economy: One of the country's richest agricultural 
communities; agriculture1livestock .. and carpet 
weaving 

I 

Drug Most of the opium production takes place in 
Pro duction/Trafflcki ng: Sllindand District where Insurgent groups are 

very actIve 

Dangers/Concerns: High level of criminal activity throughout the 
province- particularly rural areas 

Signifl ca nee: Once a center of Persian poetry andphiioscphV, 
Herat Is still il'llran"s sphere of Influence 
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Western Afghanistan Farah 

Ethnic Groups: 
Pashtun 20% 

- 14% 

Other - 6% 

Languages: 
pari - 50% 
Pashitu - 43% 
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Western Afghanistan - Farah 

Ethnic Groups: 
Pashtun ~ SO% 
Tajlk-14% 
Other- 6% 

Languages! 
Darl- 50% 
Pashtu -48% 
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Farah Province Province - Capital: Farah 

Geography and Climate: Desert plains south of Farah Rud; mountainous 

north and east of Farah City 

Economy: 6th largest opium producing province; 9% of arable 

land under opium poppy cultivation 

Drug 

Production/Trafficking: 

Opium poppy is mainly cultivated in the Bala 

Buluk and Bakwa districts 

Dangers/Concerns: Taliban pressure combined with government 

sponsored poppy eradication programs have 

pushed residents into arms of insurgency 

Significance: Tomb of Syed Muhammad Jaunpuri (who claimed 

to be the Mandi) visited every year by many; 

home to many ruined castles, including "Castle of 

Infidel" 
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[ Farah Province - Capital: Farah I .. 

Geography and Climate: Desert plains south of Farah Rud; mountainous 
north and east Of Farah City 

Economy~ 6th largest opium producing province; 9% of arable 
land under opium poppy cultivation 

Drug Opium poppy is mainlv cultivated in the Bala 
Prod uctio n/Trafficking: Buluk and Bakwa districts 

Dangers/Concerns: Taliban pressure combined with government 
sponsored poppy eradication programs have 
pushed resIdents into arms of insurgency 

Significance: Tomb of 5yed Muhammad Jaunpuri (who claimed 
to be the Mahdi) visited every year by many; 
home to many ruined castles, including "Castle of 

. . 

Infidel" 
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Southern Afghanistan Nirnruz 

Ethnic Groups: 
Baluch - 61% 
Pashtun - 27% 
Tajlk 
Uzbek 

Languages: 
Baluchi - 61% 
Pashtu - 27% 
Dari - /0% 
Uzbek - 10% 
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Ethnic Groups: 
Baluch - 61% 
Pashtun - 27% 
TaJlk 
UJ:bek 

Languages! 
Balut:hl - 61% 
Pashtu ~ 27% 
Dari -10% 
Uzbek -10% 



Nimruz Province - Capital: Zaranj 

Geography and Climate: Desert; arid; nearly all of the province (95.3%) is made up 
of flat land 

Economy: According to USAID, less than a quarter of Nimruz's trade 

with Iran is legal and more than 	70 % of the local 

population participates in smuggling activities 

Drug Production/Trafficking: Important transit point to Pakistan and Iran; fertile Khash 

Rod District prime opium growing area 

Dangers/Concerns: Narco-trafficker violence to support economic interests; 

corruption with Afghan Border Security personnel 

Significance: The ancient city of Zaranj was the capital of the Saffarid 

Empire 
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Nimruz Province - Capital: Zaranj 

Graographv and CUmate~ Desertj arid; nearly aU Dfthe provint;e (95.3%) ls made up 
of flat land 

Economy: Ac<:ordtng to USAID, less than a quarter of Nirnru.l's trade 

with Iran is leRal and more than 70 " of the local 
population participates in smugglIng activities 

Drug Production/TrafflckinB~ Important transit paint to Pakistan and 1ran;; fertile Khash 
Rod Distrid prime opium growing area 

Dangers/Concerns: 

Signlfh;ance: 

Narco-traffJeicer violence to support economic interllJStsJ 
corruption with Afghan Border Sra(;urity personnel 

Th e a nc:ient clty of Zaranj was the capital of the Saffatid 
Empire 
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Southern Afghanistan — Helmand 

Ethnic Groups: 
Pashtun - 92% 
Baiuch 

Languages: 
Pashtu - 92% 
Baluchi 
Dar! 
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Ethnic Groups: 
Pashtun - 92% 
Baluch 

Languages: 
Pashtu ft92% 
Bah..lchl 
Oarl 
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Helmand Province - Capital: Lashkar Gah 

Geography and Climate: Deserts in the south, hills In the north, and the 

fertile Helmand River Valley along the length of 

the province 

Economy: Opium cultivation and production; almost every 

family is involved in the drug trade; 94% of 

population lives in rural districts 

Drug Production/Trafficking: Produces 50% of World's opium 

Dangers/Concerns: Security is extremely poor; serious infiltration of 

anti-government forces 

Significance: One of the early centers of Zoroastrianism; was 

also known as "White India" due to its 

populations of Brahmans and Buddhists 
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Helmand Province - Capital: Lashkar Gah 

Geography and Climate: Deserts in the ·south, hms In the north, and the 
fertile Hetmand River Valley along the length of 
the province 

I 

Economy: Opium cultivation and production; almost every 
family is involved in tile drug trade; 94% of 
population trves in rural districts 

Drug ProductionjTrafficking: Produces 50% of World's opium 
I 

Dangers/Concerns: Security is extremely poor; serious infiltration of 
anti-government forces 

Sign ifican ce: One of the early centers of Zoroastrianism:; was 
also known as UWhite India" due to It's 

populations of Brahmans and Buddhists 
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Southern Afghanistan — Kandahar 

Ethnic Groups: 
Pashtun 

Languages: 
Pashtu - 98% 

go s ise irirer 	s is -am ait-s-ore oreirs • 
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Southern Afghanistan ---Kandahar 

, Ethnlc GroUp5~ 
Pashtl..ln 

Languages: 
Pashtu - 98% 
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Kandahar Province - Capital: Kandahar City 

Geography and Climate: More than four-fifths flat land; arid 

Economy: Agriculture; recently growing dependence on 
poppy cultivation 

Drug 
Production/Trafficking: 

Statistically the second largeSt poppy 
producing province in the country 

Dangers/Concems: Security situation remains volatile; insurgent 
presence active or at least present in all 
Districts 

Significance: Considered the birthplace of modern 
Afghanistan; home province of President 
Hamid Karzai 
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Kandahar Pro~ince - Capital: Kandahar City 

Geography and Climate: More than four.;fifths flat land; arid 
-I , 

Economy: Agriculture; recently growing dependence on 
poppY cultivation. 

Drug Statistically the second rargest poppy : 
ProductlonlTrafficking: producing province "in the country 

Dangers/Concerns: Security situation remains volatile; insurgent 
presence active or at least present in all 
Districts 

Significance: Considered the birthplace of modern 
Afghanistan; home province of President 
Hamid Karzai 
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NORTHERN REGION 

FARYAB, JOWZJAN, SAR-E-PUL, BALKH, SAMANGAN, 

BAGHLAN, KUNDUZ, BADGHI5 
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NORTHERN REGION 

FARYABJI JOWZJAN, SAR-E-PUL, BAlKH, SAMANGANJI 

BAGHLAN, KUNDUZ, BADGHIS 
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The northern climate area pertains to the provinces of 
Badghis, Faryab, Jowzjan, Sar-e-Pul, Balkh, Samangan, 
Baghlan, and Kunduz. Winters here can be very cold 
with accumulating snowfall especially in the areas 
around the city of Mazar-e-Sharif in Balkh province. 
Also on this plain, the summers can reach temperatures 
of 120 degrees Fahrenheit. Uzbeks are the ethnic 
majority in this region, followed by Tajiks and Hazaras; 
there are also pockets of Pashtuns and Turkmen. In 
recent years threat activity has been low, but some 
poppy cultivation and trafficking is ongoing (esp. in Sar-
e-Pul). Mazar-e-Sharif is famous for its Blue Mosque, 
which receives hundreds of thousands of pilgrims each 
year at Nowruz (Persian New Year). 
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The northern climate area pertains to the provinces of 
Badghis, Faryab, Jowzjan, Sar-e-Pul, Balkh, Samangan, 
Baghlan,l and Kunduz. Winters here can be very cord 
with accumulating snowfall especially in the areas 
around the city of Mazar-e .. Sharif in Balkh p~ovince. 
Also on this plain, the summers can reach temperatures 
of 120 degrees Fahrenheit. Uzbeks are the ethnic 
majority in this region, followed by Tajiks and Hazaras; 
there are also pockets of Pashtuns and Turkmen. In 
recent years threat activity has been row,. but some 
poppy cultivation and trafficking is ongoing (esp. in Sar­
e-Pu 1). Mazar-e-Sharif is famous for its Bl ue Mosque, 
which receives hundreds of thousa nds of pHgri ms each 
year at Nowruz (Persian New Year). 
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Ethnic Groups: 
Tajik - 62% 
Pashtun - 28% 
Uzbek 5% 
Turkmen - 3% 

Northwest Afghanistan — Badghis 
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Northwest .Afghanistan - 8adghis 

Ethnic Groups: 
Tajlk ~ 62% 
Pashtun - 28% 
Uzbek-5% 
Turkmen-3% 

Languages: 
Dari - 56% 
Pashtu -40% 
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Badghis Province - Capital: Qala-I-Naw 

Geography and Climate: Murghab River in the north and the Hari-Rud 
River in the south; bordered on the north by 
the Desert of the Sarakhs; extremely 
mountainous and remote 

Economy: Agriculture and animal husbandry 

Drug 
Production/Trafficking: 

Opium poppy cultivated mainly in the 
Ghormach, Murghab and Qadis districts; 
opium is not a major source of income for 

the province 

Dangers/Concerns: Security situation has deteriorated In the 
northern districts of Ghormach and 
Murghab; Pashtun population generally 
sympathetic to the local Tallban 

Significance: Badghis I= "Lap of Wind": Emir relocated.  
Pashtun tribes to province In late 19th 

century 	 us 
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8adghis Province - Capital: Qala-I-Naw 

Geography and Climate: 

Economy~ 

Drug 
P rod uctionlTrafflcking: 

Dangers/Concerns: 

SignifIcance: 

Murghab River in the north and the Hari .. Rud 
River in the south; bordered on the north by 
the Desert of the Sarakhs; extremely 
mountainous and remote 
Agriculture and animal husbandry 

Opium poppy cultivated mainly in the 
Ghormach, Murghab and Qadis districts; 
opium is not a major source of income for 
the province 

Security situation· has deteriorated In the 
northern districts of Ghonnach and 
Murghab; Pashtun population generally 
sym pathetic to the local Tallban 
Badghis ;;; "Lap of Wind": EmIr relocated 
Pashtun tribes to province In late 19th 

century 11S 
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Language: 
Uzbeki 
Dari 
Pashtun 

Northwestern Afghanistan Faryab 

Ethnic Groups: 
Uzbek - 54% 
Tajik - 27% 
Pashtun - 13% 
Turkmen 

110011131 
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Northwestern Afghanistan - Faryab 
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Ethnic Groups: 

\ , 
. .. \ 

.- _ ... , f!' I 

Uzbek~54% 

Tajik- 27% 
Pashtun ~ 13% 
Turkmen 

Language: 
Uzbeki 
Dan 
Pashtun 
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Farah Province - Capital: Maymana 

1—Geography and Climate: Two thirds mountainous or semi 

mountainous 

Economy: Agriculture; industrial commodities; 
handicrafts - rugs and carpets 

Drug 
Production/Trafficking: 

Little poppy cultivation but one of the most 
important transit areas for drug trafficking, 

especially Bilchiragh, Gorziwan and 
Kohistan 

Dangers/Concerns: Improvised explosive device attacks against 
International Security Assistance Forces 
(ISAF) in PAalrnana City; violent 
demonstrations with some involvement of 

the locals 
Significance: Named after a town founded by Sassanids 

and later destroyed by Invading Mongols in 
1220 	 117  
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Faryab Province - Capital: Maymana 

Geography and Climate: Two thirds mountainous or semi 
mountainous 

: Economy: Agriculture; industrial commodities; 
, , 

handicrafts - rugs and carpets 

Drug Little poppy cultivation but one of the most 
Pro ductionlTraffl eking: important translt areas for drug trafficking, 

especially Bilchlragh, Gorziwan and 
Kohistan 

Dangers/Concerns: Improvised explosive device attacks against 
IntemaOcmal Security Assistance Forces 
(ISAF) in Malmana City; vIolent 
-demonstrations with some involvement of 
the locals 

SignifIcance: Named after a town founded by Sassanids 
and later destroyed by Invading Mongors in 
1220 117 
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Northwestern Afghanistan Jowzian 

Languages: 
Dari 
Uzbek 
Turkmen 

S II 
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Northwestern Afghanistan - Jowzjan I 

\ ( 

I 

Ethnic Groups: 
Uzbek-40% 
Turkmel1 - 29% 
Tajik-12% 
Pashtun - 17% 

Languages~ 

Dari 
Uzbek 
Turkmen 
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Jo j a n Province - Capital: Sheberghan 

Geography and 
Climate: 

More than one quarter mountainous; two 
thirds of the area flat 

Economy: Agriculture 

Drug 
Productionfirafficking: 

Most local commanders involved in the 
narcotics business 

Dangers/Concerns: Some unrest; factional clashes continue to 
cause Instability; there are indications that 
Darzab district may serve as a base for Anti 
Government Elements (AGE) 

Significance: Traditional powerbase of Uzbek warlord 
Rashid Dostum 
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Jowzjan Province - Capital: Sheberghan 

I 
Geography and More than one quarter mountainous~ two 

Climate: thirds of the area flat 

Economy: Agriculture 

Drug Most local commanders involved in the 
ProductionJTrafficking: narcotics business 

Dangers/Concems: Some unrest; factional clashes continue to 
cause Instability; there are Indications that 
Darzab district may serve as a base for Anti 
Government Elements (AGE) , 

Significance: Traditional powerbase of Uzbek warlord 
Rashid Dostum 
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Northwestern Afghanistan  ar-e Pol 

Ethnic Gra ups: 
Uzbek 
Hazara 
Pashtun 

Tajik 

Languages: 
Dad - 56% 
Uzbek - 19% 
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I Northwestern Afghanlstan-- sar;e Pol I 
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Eth n ic Gro ups: 
Uzbek 
Hazara 
Pashtun 
Tajik 

Languages: 
/ Dari - 56% 

U:z:bek-19% 
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Sar-e-Pul Province - Capital: Sar-e Poi 

Geography and 

Climate: 

75% mountainous terrain,14% flat 

Economy: Agriculture; area largely undeveloped 

Drug 

Production/Trafficking: 

Poppy cultivation is ongoing; transit 
area for drug trafficking 

Dangers/Concerns; Relatively calm and stable; some 

unresolved land disputes 

Significance: Named after Buddhist disciple 
Sariputta, who originated from the 

area 
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Sar-e-Pul Province - Capital: Sar-e Pol 

Geography and 75% mountainous terrain,14% flat 
Climate: 

Economy: Agriculture; area largely undeveloped 

Drug Poppy cultivation is ongoing; transit 
Prod uction/Trafficking: area for drug trafficking 

I Dangers/Concerns: Relatively calm and stable; some 
, 
, unresolved land disputes 

Sign iflcance: Named after Buddhist disciple 
Sariputta, who originated from the 
area 
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TNorthwestern Afghanistan — Balkh 

Ethnic Groups: 
Tafik 
Pashtun 
Turkmen 
Uzbek 
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Northwestern Afghanistan - ~alkh 
I - -- -

Eth nle G rou ps: 
Tajik 
Pasntun 
Turkmen 
Uzbek 

Languages: 
Dari R 50% 
Pashtu R 27% 
Turkmen ~ 12% 
Uzbek-l1% 
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Balkh Province - Capital: Mazar-e-Sharif 

Geography and Climate: 50% mountainous, 50% flat 

Economy: Mazar-e-Sharif is a commercial and financial 
center; poppy production still a significant 
source of Income 

Drug 
Production/Trafficking: 

Poppy and hashish cultivation In Balkh still 
significant; reportedly 40% of poppy 
cultivated land destroyed by government; 
remaining 60% Is under control of local 
commanders and individuals 

Dangers/Concerns: Criminality mostly tied to opium and 
hashish trafficking 

Significance: Located along the historic Silk Route, was 
the ancient center of Zoroastrianism and 
the Bactrian Empire 

173 
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Balkh Province - Capital: Mazar-e-Sharif 1 

I 
Geography and Climate; 50% mountainous, 50% flat 

Economy: Mazar.-ewSharif is a commercial and financial 
center; poppy production still a slgnlflcant 
source of Income 

Drug Poppy and hashish cultivation In Balkh stur 
ProductionJTrafflcklng: significant; reportedly 40% of poppy 

cultivated land destroyed by government; 
I remaining 60% Is under control of local 

I commanders and individuals 
I 

Dangers/Concerns: Criminality mostly tied to opium and 
hashish trafficking 

S ig n ifi cance: Located along the historic Silk Route, was 
the ancient center of Zoroastrianism and 
the Bactrian EmpIre 
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 Northwestern Afghanistan — Samangan 

_ 	 -- - 	----- - . 	_ 	. 
Ethnic Groups: 

Majority Uzbek 

and Tajik 

Pashtun 

Ha zara 

Languages: 

Dari - 75% 

Uzbek - 22% 
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Ethnic Groups: 
Maj ority Uzbe k 
and Tajik 
Pashtun 
Hazara 

Languages: 
Dari·75% 
Uzbek- 22% 

124 



iilLOAILIVILLeititiiiVilielliViDAVIVIVILSAILSLO 

Samangan Province - Capital: Aybak 

Geography and 
Climate: 

Four fifths mountainous; 12% of the 
area flat 

Economy: Agriculture 

Drug 
Production/Trafficking: 

Poppy eradication successful; few 
remote areas do continue poppy 
growing Rui Do Ab and Dara-i-Suf 

districts still the two major drug 
transit areas 

Dangers/Concerns: Relatively calm and stable 

Significance: Was once the ancient Buddhist center 

of Takht-e Rostam 

1.25 
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Samangan Province --Capital: Aybak 

-Geography and Four fifths mountainous; 120/D of the 
Climate: area flat 

Economy: Ag ricultu re 

Drug Poppy eradicatron successfu~; few 
ProductionlTrafficking: remote areas do continue poppy 

growing Rui Do Ab and Dara .. i-5uf 
districts still the two major drug 
transit areas 

Dangers/Concerns: Relatively cal m and stable 

S ignificance ~ Was once the ancient Buddhist center 
of Takht ... e Rostam 
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Northern Afghanistan Bahian 

Ethnic Groups: 
Tajik - 50% 	

. 

Pashtun - 20% 
liazara -15% 
Uzbek -12% 
Tatar - 3% 

Languages: 
Dari 
Uzbek 

i 
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Northern Afghanistan - Baghlan 

'. 
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I , . 

Ethnic Groups: 
Tajik- 50% 
Pas htun - 20% 
Hazara -15% 
Uzbek -12% 
Tatar- 3% 

languages: 
Dari 
Uzbek 

1:16 



Baghlan Province - Capital: Pull Khuniri 

Geography and 
Climate: 

Over half mountainous 
Lies on main route to Northern 

provinces 

Economy: Agriculture 

Drug 
Production/Trafficking: 

Significant amounts of cultivation and 

trafficking 

Dangers/Concerns: Opium cultivation remains major 

concern 

Significance: In 1st century CE was the site of a 
famous Zoroastrian fire temple; 
currently has the only functioning 
cement factory in Afghanistan 	127 
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Baghlan Province - Capital: Puli Khumri 

Geography and Over half mountainous 
Climate: . Lies on main route to Northern 

provinces 

Economy: Agriculture 

Drug. Significant amounts of cu[tivatlon and 
Prod uctionJTrafficki ng: trafficki ng 

I Dangers/Concerns: Opium cultivation remains major 
concern 

I 

Significance; In 1st century CE was the site of a 
famous Zoroastrian fi re temple: 
currently has the only functioning 

I cement factory in Afghanistan 127 
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Ethnic Groups: 
Pashtun 
Taiik 
Uzbek 
Hazara 
Turkmen 

Northern Afghanistan — Kunduz 
=atontron#7.4%,.,,,,;h.NG 
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Northern Afghanistan - Kunduz I 
Ethnic Groups: 
Pashtun 
Tajik 
Uzbek 
Hazara 
Turkmen 

Languages: 
Pashtu 
Dari 

128 
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Kunduz Province - Capital: Kunduz 

Geography and Climate: 3/4 flat; 12% mountainous; fertile land; 
route to access Tajikistan 

Economy: Agriculture 

Drug 
Production/Trafficking: 

Very little production; part of Kabul-
Pulikhumri.Kunduz-Tajildstan drug route 

Dangers/Concerns: Illegally armed groups and warlords; 
community support for Anti-government 
elements; Chahar Dar considered a high 

threat district 

Significance: On 4 September 2009 German ISAF 
elements called an air strike against two 
NATO fuel trucks that had been captured 
by insurgents; as a result of the US aircraft 

attack, more than 90 people, among them 
at least 40 civilians, who had gathered to 

129 
collect fuel. 
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, I Kunduz Province - Capital: Kunduz I 

Geography and Climate: % flat; 12% mountainous; fertile land; 
route to access Tajikistan 

Economy: Agriculture 
Drug Very little production; part of Kabul· 

I Production/Trafficking: Pullkhumri"Kundu:z:-Tajlkistan drug route 

Dangers/Concerns: Illegally armed groups and warlords; 
community support for Anti-government 
elementsj Chahar Dar considered a high 
threat distrlct 

Significance: On 4 September 2009 German ISAF 
I 

elements called an air strIke against two 
NATO fuel trucks that had been captured 
by Insurgents; as a result of the US aircraft 
attack, more than 90 people, among them 

t 

at least 40 civilians, who had gathered to 
collect fuer . 129 
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NORTHEASTERN REGION 

TAKHAR, PAN.ISHIR, NURESTAN, BADAKHSHAN 
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NORTHEASTERN REGION 

TAKHAR, PANJSHIR, NURESTAN, BADAKHSHAN 
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Northeastern Region: 

The northeastern border climate is made up of the highest 
elevations in the Hindu Kush mountain range which leads up to 
the Himalayan Mountains. During the winter months, these 
mountains are impassable and during the summer, heavy 
poppy trafficking is pervasive. The provinces covered in this 
region are Takhar, Panjshir, Nurestan, and Badakhshan. With 
the exception of Nurestan, which is almost 100% Nurestani, the 
region has an ethnic majority of Tajiks; Uzbeks are the next 
largest group, and there are a few Hamra and Pashtun 
populations. Although the Panjshir and Badakhshan provinces 
never came under Taliban control, there is some Taliban activity 
in the region. Nurestan is an area of concern as Taliban have 
been able to operate openly in the region. 

ACLURM003239
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[ M North~astern Regi~:~: .: - I 
The northeastern border climate is made up of the highest 

elevations in the Hindu Kush mountain range which leads up to 
the Himalayan Mountains. During the winter months. these 
mountains are Impassable and during the summerl heavy 
poppy trafficking is pervasive. The provinces covered in this 
region are Takhar, Panjshirl Nurestan, and Badakhshan. With 
the exception of Nurestan" which is almost 100% Nurestani~ the 
region has an ethnic majority of Tajiks; Uzbeks are the next 
largest group. and there are a few Hazara and Pashtun 
populations. Although the Panjshir and Badakhshan provinces 
never came under Taliban control, there is some Tali ban activity 
in the region. Nuresta n is an area of concern as Taliban have 
been able to operate openly in the region. 
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Northeast Afghanistan —Takhar 

Ethnic Groups: 
Majority: 
Uzbeks and 
Tajiks 
Minorities; 
Pashturis and 
Hamra 

Languages: 
Dari 
Uzbek 
Pashtun 
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· :=~orth.east Afghanistan - Takhar I 
Ethnic Groups: 
Majority: 
Uzbeks and 
Tajiks 
Minorities: 
Pashtuns and 
Hazara 

Languages: 
Dari 

.Uoebek 
Paslltun 

132 
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Takhar Province - Capital: Talogan 

Geography and Climate: Border with Tajikistan; more than half 
mountainous; one third flat terrain 

Economy: Salt mines one of country's major mineral 
resources; agriculture, trade and services 

Drug 
Production/Trafficking: 

Used by drug traffickers as a secure 
passage to Tajikistan 

Dangers/Concerns: Internal disputes between local 
commanders, tribal leaders, and drug 
traffickers 

Significance: Location where Ahmad Shah Masood, the 
Tajik Northern Alliance commander, was 
assassinated 

OLOALIMILIMAA_011_411119110AMILIILCCIVIVII S 
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l 
Takhar Province - Capital: Taloqan 

, 
. r 

I 
Geography and Climate: Border with Tajikistan; more than harf 

mountainous; one th ird flat terra[n 

I 
I 

I 
Economy: Salt m[nes one of country's major mineral 

resources; agricultureJ trade and services 

Drug Used by drug traffickers as a secure 
Prod uction/Trafficki ng : passage to Tajikistan 

Dangers/Concerns: Internal disputes between local 
commanders~ tribal leaders, and drug 
traffickers 

Signfficance~ Location where Ahmad Shah Masood, the 
Tajik Northern Alliance commanderl was 
assassrnated 

133 
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Ethnic Groups: 
Mostly 'Tank 
some Hamra 
(Small number of 
Pashtun, 
Nurestani, 
Pashai) 

Languages; 
Dari 
(Small pockets of 
Pashtu speakers) 

134 

• 

Northeastern Afghanistan — Panjshir 
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Northeastern Afghanistan - Panjshir 
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Ethnic Groups: 
Mostly Tajik 
Some Hazara 
(Small number of 
Pashtun; 
Nurestani, 
Pasha I) 

Languages: 
Dan 
(Small pockets of 
Pashtu speakers) 
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Panjshir Province - Capital: Bazarak 
(formerly part of Kapisa Province) 

Geography and Climate: Parlshir valley; mountainous, high peaks; streams, 
greenery 

Economy: Non farm-related labor, agriculture, trade and 
services 

Drug Production/Trafficking: Virtually poppy-free 

DangersiConcerns: Relatively secure; some unexploded 
ordinances 

Significance: Pardshir != Five Lions; Tomb of Shaheed (martyr) 
Ahmad Shah Masood, commander of Northern 

Alliance; anti-Taliban area 
1 

335 
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Panjshir Province - Capital: Bazarak 
(formerly part of Kapisa Province) 

Geography and Climate: Panjshir" valley; mountainous, high peaks; streams, 
greenery 

Economy~ Non fann-related labor, agriculture, trade and 

I services 

I Drug ProductionITrafficklng: Virtually poppy-free 

o angersfConcerns: Relatlve(y secure; some unexploded 
ordinances 

Significance: Panjshir =:I Five Lion$; Tomb of Shaheed (martyr) 
Ahmad Shah Masood. commander of Northern 
Alliance; anti-Taliban area 
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Northweastern Afghanistan Nurestan 

Ethnic Groups: 
Nurestani - 99% 

Languages: 
Nurestani 78% 
Peshayea - 15% 

135 
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[ Northweastern Afghanistan - Nurestan 

r j • 

EthnIc Groups~ 
Nurestani - 99% 

Languages: 
Nurestani - 78% 
Peshayee - 15% 
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lure tan Province - Capital: Parun 

Geography and Climate: 99% mountainous; most Impassable regions 

Economy: Agriculture, livestock, day labor; trade across border 
with Pakistan; one of poorest regions 

_ 
Drug ProductionlTrafficking: Land unsuitable for poppy cultivation; some drug 

trafficking across border 

Dangers/Concerns: Poor security/some parts under "enemy" control 
lack of infrastructure; local militias stronger than 

government 

Significance: Until the 1890s, the region was known as Kafiristan 
(Persian for "Land of the non-believers") because its 
inhabitants were non-Muslims 

137 
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Nurestan Province - Capital: Parun 

Geograpny and Climate: 99% mountaitlo'luo; most Impassable regions 

Economy: Agriculture. livestock. day labor; trade across border 
I 

with Pakistan; one of poorest regions 

Drug ProductionfTraffic.king: Land unsuitable for poppy culUvationj some drug 
trafficking across bo rder 

Dangers/Concerns: . Poor security/some parts under lIenemy" control 
lack of infrastructura; Tocal militias stronger than 
government 

Sign Iflcance: Until the 1890s, the region was known as Kafiristan 
(Persian for "Land of the non-be[je'll'ersn

) because its 
inhabitants were non...Mu$lirns 
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Northeastern Afghanistan — Badakshan 
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Badakhshan Province - Capital: Fayzabad 
1 

Geography and Climate: Between Hindu Kush and Amu Darya; only 
province to border China via Wakhan 
Corridor; prone to earthquakes and seasonal 

flooding 

Economy: Agriculture; rich in natural minerals 

Drug 
ProductioniTrafficidng: 

Believed to be a major drug smuggling 

route 

Insufficient protection of the Tajik - Afghan 

border 
Dangers/Concerns: 

Significance: Rich in minerals; has attracted China who has 
helped with reconstruction of roads and 

infrastructure 

13g 
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Badakhshan Province - Capital: Fayzabad 

Geography and Climate: Between Hindu Kush and Amu Darya; only 
province to border China via Wakhan 

I Corridor, prone to earthquakes and seasonal 
I flooding 

ECQnomy~ Agriculture; rich in natural minerals 

Drug Belleved to be a major drug smuggling 
: ProductionlTrafflcldng: route 

Dangers/Concerns: Insufficient protection of the Tajik - Afghan 
border 

SignifIcance: Rich in minerals; has attracted China who has 

i 
helped with reconstruct[on of roads and 
Infrastructure 
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EASTERN REG ION 

KONAR, NANGARHAR, LOWGAR, PAKTIA, I HO 

PAKTIKA, G HAZN I?  ZABUL, LAG H MAN 
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EASTERN REGION 

KONAR, NANGARHAR, LOWGAR, PAKTIA, KHOSTJI 

PAKTU<A, GHAZNI, ZABUL1 LAGHMAN 
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Eastern Region 

The eastern border region is extremely mountainous. During 
the summer, the temperatures can reach in excess of 100 
degrees Fahrenheit and during the winter, the mountains are 
impassable due to heavy snowfall. With many narrow canyons, 
valleys, and mountain passes, this region provides treacherous 
terrain that is perfect for guerilla warfare operations. The 
Pashtun are the ethnic majority in this region, with much 
smaller numbers of Tajiks and Hazaras. The security of the 
region is threatened by its insecure border with Pakistan, which 
allows for free migration in both directions and smuggling of 
the region's natural resources. The region Is also known as an 
insurgent hideout, especially in the province of Konar. The 
provinces covered in section include Konar, Nangarhar, Lowgar, 

Paktia, Khost, Paktika, Ghazni, Laghman, and Zabul. 
141 
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The eastern border region is extreme IV mountainous. Du ring 
the summer, the temperatures can reach in excess of 100 
degrees Fahrenheit and during the winter, the mountains are 
impassable due to heavy snowfall. With many narrow canyons, 
valleys" and mountain passes, this region provides treacherous 
terrain that is perfect Tor guerilla warfare operations .. The 
Pashtun are the ethnic: majority in this region, with much 
smaller numbers of TaJlks and Hazaras. The security of the 
region is threatened by its insecure border with Pakistan, which 
allows for free migration in both directions and smuggling of 
the region's natural resources. The region Is also known as an 
insurgent hideout" especially in the provfnce of Konar. The 
provinces covered in section include Konar, Nangarhar, Lowgarj' 
Paktia, Khost" Paktika, Ghazni, laghman, and Zabul. 
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Eastern Afghanistan — Konar 
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Ethnic Groups: 
Pashtun - 95% 
Nurestani . 5% 
Kuchi (seasonal) 

Languages: 
Pashtu 

142 
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I Eastern Afghanistan - Konar I 
Ethnic Groups~ 
Pashtun - 95% 
Nurestani·5% 
Kuehl (seasonal) 

languages: 
Pashtu 
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Konar Province - Capital: Asadabad 

Geography and Climate: Embedded in Hindu Kush; heavily 
mountainous and forested 

Economy: Agriculture, livestock, day labor; some timber 
(smuggling to Pakistan) 

Drug 
Production/Trafficking: 

Trafficking of heroin and opium into the 
Federally Administered Tribal Areas of Pakistan 

Dangers/Concerns: Established base of Insurgent groups; 
possible Al Qaeda sanctuary 

Significance: Looting of national assets (timber and gems) 
is a destabilizing factor for province; with 
some of the largest forests in Afghanistan, 
trees are now rapidly being cut down Illegally 
and smuggled to Pakistan 

143 
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Konar Province - Capital: Asadabad 

Geography and Climate: Embedded In Hindu Kush; heavily 
mountainous and forested 

Economy: Agriculture, livestock, day labor; some timber 
I 

, (smuggling to Pakistan) 

Drug TraffickIng of heroit't and opium into the 

Production/Trafficking: Federally AdmInistered Tribal Areas of Pakistan 

Dangers/Concerns: Established base of Insurgent groups; 
possible AI Qaeda sanctuary 

Significance: Looting of national assets (timber and gems) 
I is a destabilizing factor for province; with 
I some of the largest forests In Afghanistan, 

trees are now rapidly being cut down Illegally 
and smuggled to Pakistan 

143 
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Eastern Afghanistan — Nangarha 

   

  

Ethnic Groups: 
Pashtun - 90% 
Pashayee - 7% 
TaPim 
Gujar 

Languages: 
Pashtu - 92% 
Dari - 8% 
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I Eastern Afghanistan. ~- Nangarhar I 
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Ethnic Groups: 
Pashtu n • 90% 
Pashayee - 7%­
TajiJes 
Gujar 

Languages~ 

Pashtu - 92% 
Pari - 8% 



Nangahar Province - Capital: Jalalabad 
	 m.■ •■•■• 

Geography and Climate: More than % mountainous; 215 flat land 

Economy: 1/2 agriculture; trade and services 

Drug 
ProductionfTrafficidng: 

Opium and cannabis production prevalent once 
center of poppy production (95% decrease in 

2005) 

Dangers/Concerns: Illegally armed groups, anti-government 
elements active and heavily armed; migration 
from and to Pakistan 

Significance: Jalalabad is considered one of the most 
important cities of the Pashtun culture; the 
mausoleum of both Amir Habibuilah and King 
Arnanullah Is located in Jalalabad, and the great 
Pashtun leader Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan (Socha 
Khan) is also buried there 

14S 
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Nangahar Province - Capital: Jalalabad 

Geography and C[jmate~ More than % mountainous; 2{S flat Jand 

Economy: ~ agriculture; trade and servt.ces 

Drug Opium and eannabls production prevalent; once 

ProductlonITrafficking: center of poppy production (95% decrease In 
2005,-

Dangers/Concerns: Ulegally armed groups, anti-government 
elements active and heavily armed; migration 
from and to Pakistan 

Significance: Jalalabad Is considered one of the most 
important cities of the Pashtun culture; th.e 
mausoleum of both Amlr HabibuUah and King 
AmanulJah Is located in Jalalabad, and the great 
Pashtun leader Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan (Bacha 
Khan) is also buried there 
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Ethnic Groups: 
Pashtun - 60% 
TaJ1101-lazara - 
40% 

Languages: 
Pashtu - 60% 
Dari - 40% 

146 

Eastern Afghanistan — Lowgar 
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, I Eastern Afghanistan - Lowgar 
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Ethnic Groups: 
Pashtun - 60% 
TaJik/Ha:zara -
40% 

Languages: 
Pas Irtu q 60% 
Dari - 40% 

-~ ---

!lL!c~~~ ~ ~ __ ._ ~~- q _~ 146 I 

• -.-.~.-•• -._._._.-.-.-.'-.'._.-.---.-.-:.--.-.-..... -•• l 
~ ____________________________ --------------------------~J 



Lowgar Province - Capital: Pol-e2Alam 

Geography and Climate: Flat river valley (Lowgar River); rugged 
mountains in East, South, and Southwest; 
Tern Pass a critical chokepoint 

Economy: Agriculture, livestock; Ainak copper mine, 
Mohammad Agha mine; rich with minerals 

Drug 
Production/Trafficking: 

Consistently poppy-free between 2002 - 2009 

Dangers/Concerns: Assessed as medium threat; some anti-
personnel mines; Taliban assassinated 
governor in 2008 

Significance: During Soviet-Afghan War, - 350 Soviet 
tanks destroyed in the Tura Pass 
by the Mujahideen 	_ 
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Lowgar Province - Capital: Pol-e~/Alam 

Geography and Climate: Flat river valley {Lowgar River}; rugged 
mountains in Eastl South, and Southwest; 
Tera Pass a critical chokepoint 

Economy: Agriculture, livestock; Ainak copper mlne J 

Mohammad Agha mine; rich with minerals 

Drug Consistently poppy .. free between 2002 - 2009 
ProductionlTrafficking~ 

Dangers/Concerns: Assessed as medium threat; some anti .. 
personnel minas; Taliban assassinated 
governor in 2008 

Significance: During Soviet .. Afghan WarJ - 350 Soviet 
tanks destroyed in the Tara Pass 
by the Mujah ideelJ 
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Eastern Afghanistan Paktia 
Ethnic Groups: 
Pashtun - 91% 
Tajik - 9% 

andVh 
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Ethnic Groups: 
Pashtun - 91% 
Tajik- 9% 

Languages! 
Paslrtu 

14B 



Paktia Province - Capital: Gardez 

Geography and 
Climate: 

Seta — Kandow (KG) Pass in Zadran Arc is 
the premier mountain range in Paktla 

Economy: Forestry and the mining of chromItes and 
natural gas; grains, crops and apple, 
walnut, and apricot orchards 

Drug 
Production/ Trafficking: 

Significant precursor trafficking occurs 
along the eastern belt of Paktla 

Dangers/ Concerns: Security situation remains volatile; 
insurgent presence active or at least 
present in all Districts 

Significance: KG Pass is the historical home to anti-

government elements and Haqqani 
Network; Shah-I kat Valley in Zormat 
District, a mountainous region historically 
used as a base for renegades ion 
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Paktia Province - Capital: Gardez 

Geography and Seta - Kandow (KG) Pass in Zadran Arc is 
Cllmate~ the premier mountain range in Paktla 

Economy: Forestry and the minIng of chromltes and 
natural gas; grains, crops and apple, 
walnut, and apricot orchards 

Drug SIgnificant precursor trafficking occurs 
Production!Trafficking: along the eastern belt of Paktla 

Dangers/Concerns: Security situation remains volatile; 
insurgent presence active or at least 
present in all Districts 

Significance: KG Pass is the historical home to anti-
government elements and Haqqani 
Network; Shah-I Kot Valley in Zormat 
District, a mountainous region historically 
used as a base for renegades 
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Eastern Afghanistan ghost  

Ethnic Groups: 
Pashtun - 99% 

Languages: 
Pashtu 

ISO 
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Eastern Afghanistan - Khost 

\. 
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Languages: 
Pashtu 
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Khost Province - Capital: Khost 

Geography and Climate: Dominated by the Khost Valley and the mountains 
that surround it; natural forests run along the 
border 

Economy: Agriculture and animal husbandry 

Drug 
Production/Trafficking: 

Heroin and opium are trafficked Into the Federally 
Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) region of 
Pakistan where insurgent groups linked to the 
Taliban and Al-Qaeda dominate 

Dangers/Concerns: Security situation remains volatile with an 
insurgent presence active or at least present in all 
Districts 

Significance: Once part of Paktia province; Khost City the first to 
be liberated from communist rule during Soviet 

occupation 

1.51. 
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I Khost Province - Capital: Khost l 
Geography and Clirnate: Dominated by the Khost VaUey and the mountains 

that surround it; natural forests run along the 
border 

Economy: Agriculture and animal husbandry 

Drug "Heroin and opium are trafficked Into the Federally 
Production/Trafficking: Administered TrIbal Areas (FATA) region of 

Pakistan where insurgent groups linked to the 
Taliban and AI-Qaeda domfna.te 

Dangers/Concerns: Security situation remains volatile with an 
Insurgent presence active or at ISaSt present in all 
Orstrlcts 

S Ign Ifi can ce: Once part of Paktia province; Khost City the flrst to 
be liberated from communist rule during Soviet 
occupation 
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Eastern Afghanistan  —  Paktika  
Ethnic Groups: 
Pashtun 

Languages: 
Pashtu 

152 
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Ethnic Gro'-lps~ 
Pashtun 

languages: 
Pashtu 
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Paktika Province - Capital: Sharan 

Geography and Climate: Arid; high desert; 32% mountainous 

Economy: Agriculture and animal husbandry; overall literacy 

rate in province is extremely low at just 2% 

Drug Production/Trafficking: Heroin and opium are trafficked into the FATA region 

of Pakistan 

Dangers/Concerns: 
---- 

Security situation remains volatile with an insurgent 

presence active or at least present In all Districts 

Significance: Once part of Paktia province, was the site of many 

battles during Soviet occupation 

153 
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Paktika Province - Capital: Sharan 

I Geography and Climate: Arid; high desertj 32% mountatnous 
I 

Economy: Agriculture and animal husbandry; overall literacy 
·1 

rate in province Is extremely low at just 2% 

Drug Production/Trafflcking: Heroin and opium are traffIcked into the FATA region 
of Pakistan 

Dangers/Concerns:: Security 5ituation remains vo1atile with an insurgent 
presence active or at least present In aU Districts 

Significance: Once part of Paktia province, was the site of many 
battles during Soviet occupation 
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LEastern Afghanistan Ghazni  

Ethnic Groups: 
Pashtun - 48.9% 
Hamra - 45.9% 
Tajik - 4.7% 
Kuchis (summer) 

Languages: 
Pashtu - 51% 
Dari - 47% 

154 
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Eastern Afghanistan - GhaznC J 
EthnIc Groups: 
Pas htu n - 48.9% ' 
Hazara - 45.9:1' 
Tajlk ~ 4.1%. 
Ku ch Is (summe r) 

Languages: 
Pashtll - 51% 
Darl-41% 
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Ghazni Province - Capital: Ghazni 

Geography and 
Climate: 

Arid; level towards the Southeast, more 
mountainous and wet toward the 
Northwest 

Economy: Agriculture, animal husbandry and day 
labor 

Drug 
ProductioniTrarfficking: 

Poppy-free 

Dangers/Concerns: Security situation remains volatile with an 
insurgent presence active or at least 
present In all Pashtun districts; Hazara 
areas low throat 

Significance: Was once the center of the Ghaznavid 
Empire, which ruled much of India, Central 
Asia, and Persia 

1S5  
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Ghazni Province - Capital: Ghazni 

Geography and Arid; r~vel towards the Southeast, more 
Climate: mountainous and wet toward the 

Northwest 
Economy: Agriculture, animar husbandry and day 

labor 
Drug Poppy-free 

Production/Trafficking: 

Dangers/Concerns: Security situatfon remains volatile with an 
insurgent presence active or at least 
present In all Pashtun districts; Hazara 
areas low thrnat 

SignifIcance: Was once the center of the Ghaznavid 
Empiret which ruJed much of India, Central 

. Asia, and Persia 
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Ethnic Groups: 
Pashtuns 58% 
Pashai 
Nurestanl 

Languages: 
Pashtu - 58% 
Pesfiayee - 33% 
Darl - 9% 

WOW 

Eastern Afghanistan — Laghman 
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I Eastern ~fghanistan - Laghman] 
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Ethnic Groups: 
Pashtuns ~ 58% 
Pashai 
Nurestanl 

Languages: 
Pashtu - 58% 
Peshayee - 33% 
Darl- 9% 
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Laghman Province - Capital: Mihtarlam 

r Geography and Climate: 55.4% mountainous; 40.9% flat 

Economy: Trade and services, non farm labor, agriculture 
and livestock; rich with stones and minerals 

Drug 
Production/Trafficking: 

Some poppy growing; smuggling center for 

heroin 

Dangers/Concerns: Large number of illegally armed groups; active 
anti-government elements 

Significance: Once the center of Rilehayanist Buddhism with 
several monasteries 
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" Laghman Province - Capital: Mihtarlam 

1 

Geography and Climate: 55.4% mountainous;- 40.9% flat 

Economy: Trade and services, non-farm labor, agriculture 
and live-stock; rich wlth stones and minerals 

~ Drug Some poppy growing; smllggling center for 
Prod uctio nlTraffickl n g: heroin 

Danger&!Concerns: Large number of illegally armed groups; actiVe 
anti-govemment elements 

Significance: Once the center of Mahayahist Buddhism with 
several monasteries 
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Ethnic Groups: 
Pashtun 
Kuchi (seasonal} 

Languages: 
Pashtu 30% 
Dari - 20% 
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Eastern Afghanistan - Zabul 
Ethnic Groups: 

, /' Pashtun 

I 
t. 

Kuc::h i (s ea50nal) 

Languages: 
Pashtu ~ 80% 
Oarl ~ 20% 



Zabul Province - Capitai:Qalat 

Geography and Climate: Remote and sparsely populated; 41% mountainous; 
arid; severe drought has reduced fertility of the land 

Economy: Agricultural communities established along 
Arghandab and Tarnak rivers; animal husbandry 

Drug ProductionfTrafficidn : Some relatively small scale opium culthration; 
widespread trafficking along Ring Road and easy 
overland access to Pakistan 

Dangers/Concerns: Security situation remains volatile with an Insurgent 
presence active or at least present in all Districts 

Significance: Pashtun residents deeply conservative; 
Infrastructure Is largely undeveloped; only Qalat 
City has electricity and only Ring Road paved 

159 
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Zabul Province - Capital:Qalat 

Geography and Climate: Remote and sparsely populated; 41% mountainous; 
arid; severe drought has reduced fertility of the land 

Economy: Agricultural communities establ1shed along 
Arghandab and Tarnak rivers; animal husbandty 

D rug Pro duction/Trafficki ng: Some relatively smCl:II scale opium cultivatIon; 
widespread trafficking along Ring Road and easy 
overland access to Pakistan 

Dangers/Concerns: Security situatIon remain s vo laUle with an Insu rge t'lt 
presence active or at least present in all Districts 

Significance: Pashtun residents deeply conservative; 
Infrastructure Is largely undeveloped; only Qalat 
City has electricity and only RIng Road paved 
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CENTRAL REGION 

GHOR, DAYKUNDI, ORUZGAN, WARDAK, KABUL, 

KA P I SA, PA RVAN y BAMYAN 

r 7 	 3 
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CENTRAL REGION 

GHOR, DAYKUNDI, ORUZGAN, WARDAK, KABULJ 

KAPISA, PARVAN, BAMYAN 
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Central Region 
The central climate area is generally covered by the Hindu Kush 

Mountains. Summers can reach temperatures of 100 degrees 
Fahrenheit and winters will be bitterly cold with very heavy 
snowfall. The provinces in this area are Ghor, Daykundi, 
Oruzgan, Wardak, Kabul, Kapisa, Parvan and Bamyan. This area 
is considered to be a high desert with terrain similar to 
southern Arizona and the mountains of central Nevada and 
eastern California. The area hosts a mix of Pashtun, Tajik, and 
Hazara, with several other groups in smaller numbers. As the 
physical center of the country, the region has been influenced 
by several cultural movements and the Silk Road. The Buddhists 
statues of Bamyan, destroyed by the Taliban in 2001, are a well-
known artifact of the region's rich cultural past. The security of 
the region has deteriorated, especially in Oruzgan and Wardak. 
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, I Central Region =J 
The central climate area is generally covered by the Hindu Kush 

Mountains. Summers can reach temperatures of 100 degrees 
Fahrenheit and winters win be bitterly cold with very heavy 
snowfall. The provinces in this area are Ghar" Daykundi, 
Oruzgan, Wardak" Kabul, Kapisa, Parvan and Damyan. This area 
is consrdered to be a high desert wrth terrain similar to 
southern Arizona anct the mountains of central Nevada and 
eastern California. The area hosts a mix of Pashtun, Tajik., and . 
Hazara, with several other groups in smaller numbers. As the 
physical center of the country, the region has been influenced 
by several cultural movements and the Silk Road. The Buddhists 
statues of Bamyan, destroyed by the Taliban in 2001, are a well­
known artifact of the region's rich cultural past. The security of 
the region has deteriorated, especlaUy In Oruzgan and Wardak. 
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Languages: 
Dari - 97% 
Pashtu - 

Central Afghanistan Ghor 

Ethnic Groups: 
Tajik - 58% 
Hazara - 39% 
Pashtun 

162. 
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,[ Central Afghanistan - G~or 
Ethnic Groups: 
Ta]ik - 58% 
Hazara ~ 39% 
Pashtun·3% 

Languages: 
Darl- 97% 
Pashtu - 3% 

162 
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1 L Ghor Province - Capital: Chaghcharan 

Geography and Climate: Extremely mountainous and characterized by 
small, isolated villages, which are generally 
inaccessible during the winter months 

Economy: Agriculture and animal husbandry 

Drug 
Production/Trafficking: 

Was cultivating opium poppy but between 
2007 and 2009 had become poppy4ree 

Dangers/Concerns: Lowest threat province in region 

Significance: The Minaret of Jam, the second tallest 
minaret In the world and a national treasure, 
is located In a remote valley on the banks of 
the Harl Rud River 

163 
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Ghar Province .. Capital: Chaghcharan 

Geography and Climate: Extremely mountainous and characterized by 
small, isolated villages, which are generally 
inaccessible during the winter months 

Economy: Agriculture and animal husbandry 

Drug Was cultivating opium poppy but between 
ProductionlTrafficking: 2007 and 2009 had become poppy-free 

Dangers/Concerns: Lowest threat province in region 

Significance: The Minaret of Jam, the second tallest 
minaret In the world and a national treasure, 
is located In a remote valley on the banks of 
the Harl Rud River 
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Central Afghanistan — Daykundi 
Ethnic Groups: 
Hamra - 8590 
Pashtun - 8.S% 
Baluch 3.5% 

Languages: 
Dori - 91% 
Pashtu - 13% 

164 
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, I Central Afghanistan - D~Ykundi J 
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Ethnic Groups: 
Hazara· 86" 
Pashtun·8.S% 
Bal uc.h - 3.5% 

Languages: 
Dari - 91% 
Pashtu -13% 
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[  Daykundi Province - Capital:  NilT1  

Geography and Climate: 	90% of terrain mountainous 

Economy: 	Agriculture; 99% of the population of Daykundl 
lives In rural districts while 1% lives In urban areas 

Drug 	 Primary transit route for traffickers who transport 
Production/Trafficking: 	drugs from the north of Bamyan to the south of 

Daykundi to provinces like Helmand and Oruzgan 

Dangers/Concerns: 	Glzab District recently under AGE control (Pashtun- 

populated 

 

 Grzab annexed to Oruzgan province in 
2006, but change not shown on maps) 

Significance: 	Part of ethnic region of Hazarajat; NIII first city to 

have female mayor (Ms. Azra Jafari) 
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Daykundi Province - Capital: Nili 

Geography and ClImate: 90% of terrain mountainous : 

Economy~ Agrlcultur&; 99% of the population of Daykundl 
lives In rural districts while 1% lives In urban areas 

Drug Prlmary transit route for traffickers who transport 
Production/Trafficki ng: drugs from the north of Bamyan to the south of 

Daykundi to provinces like Helmand and Oru:z:gan 

Dangers/Concerns: Glzab District recently under AGE contro' (Pashtun-
populated Grzab annexed to Oru;!gan province in 
2006~ but change not shown on maps) 

Sig nHicance: Part of ethnic region of Hazarajat; NIII flrst cIty to 
have female mayor (Ms. Azra Jafari) 
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Central Afghanistan — Oruzgan 
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[ Central Afghanistan - oruzgan 
Ethnic Groups: 
Pashtun 
Hazara 
Kuchi (seasonal) 

Languagl!$j: 
Pashtu - 90% 
Dari 



Oruzgan Province - Capital:Tirin trot 

Geography and Climate: Around three quarters of the province (72%) is 
mountainous or semi mountainous terrain 

Economy: 

Drug 
productionfTraffickIng: 

Agriculture (grains, apricots, and almonds) was the 
primary source of livelihood, but many farmers 
have switched to poppy production 

Opium is now the province's main source of 

revenue 

Dangers/Concerns: 
	Security situation remains volatile with an 

insurgent presence active or at least present In all 

Districts 

Significance: Well-known as the birthplace of Taliban leader 

Mullah Omar 
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Oruzgan Province - Capital:Tirin Kat 

Geography and Climate: Around three quarters of the province (72%) is 
mountainous or semi mountainous terrain 

Economy: Agriculture (grains. apricots, and almonds) was the 
primary source of llve'ihood, but many farmers 
have switched to poppy production 

Drug Opium is now the province's main source of 
P roductl onfTTafftc kl n g: revenue 

DangersfConcerns: Security situation remains volatile with an 
insurgent presence active or at least present In all 
DIstricts 

Significance: Well...fmown as the birthplace of Taliban leader 
Mullah Omar 
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Ethnic Groups: 
Pashtun - 70% 
HazaraiTajik -
27% 

Central Afghanistan Wardak 
■1•■■••■ 
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·1 Central Afghanis!.~~n - Wardak 

-I 

J 
I 
I 

Ethnic Groups: 
Pashtun - 70% 
Ha'ZaraJTajik -
27% 

Languages: 
Majority Pasth lot 

Some Dari 



Wardak Province - Capital: Maidan Shar 

Geography and Climate: 415 mountainous; Southern outcrops of Hindu 
Kush 

Economy: Trade, agriculture and livestock; stone 
quarrying; marble factory; marble mines 
inactive 

Drug Production/Trafficking: After five years of continuous cultivation, the province 
has regained its original poppy-free status as of 2008 

Dangers/Concerns: increasing physical presence of Taliban; lack of 
confidence in government; land disputes 
between Hazara and Kuchi 

Significance: During the Soviet-Aghan war, much of the population 
emigrated from the province to Limn (Hazara) and 
Pakistan (Pashtun), and many have returned since the 
fail of the Taliban, putting a strain on the already 
damaged infrastructure. 
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Wardak Province ... C"apital: Maidan Shar 

Geography and Climate: 415 mountainous; Southern outcrops of Hindu 
Kush 

Economy: Trade, agricultunll and livestock~ stone 
quan-ying; marble- factory; marble mInes 
Inactive 

o rug ProductlonlTrafflckl~g: After five years of contin uous cu I tivatlon, the provi nee 
has regained Its orrg[nal poppy-free status as of 2006 

Dangers/Concerns: Inoreaslng phys1cal presence of Talibanj lack of 
confldence In government; Ia.nd disputes 
between Ha~ra and Kuehl I 

Signifleaoce: During the Soviat-Aghan war, much of the population 
emigrated from the province to Iran (Hazara) and 
PakIstan (Pashiun), and many ha'Ve returned since the 
faU ofthe Taliban, j3uHing a straLn on the already 
clam aged infrastructure. 
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Central Afghanistan Kabul 

Languages; 
Pashtu 
Dari 

Ethnic Groups: 
Pashtun - 60% 
Tajik 
Hazara 
Uzbek 
Turkmen 
Baluch 
Sikh 
Hindu 
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Central Afghanistan - :~abul :I 
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, Ethnif: Groups: 
Pashtun - 60% 
Tajik 
Hazara 

, Uzbek 
Thrkmen 
Baluch 
Sikh 
Hindu 

language$: 
Pashtu 
Dari 
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Kabul Province - Capital: Kabul City 

(Capital of Afghanistan) 

Geography and Climate: Valley at crossroad; Kabul River; Arid, semi-arid 
steppe; low precipitation, dry and dusty 

Economy: industrial; internatJonal trade partners 

Drug 
Production/Trafficking: 

Drug route connecting South to North; Route to 
Pakistan; Small cultivation In Surobi 

Dangers/Concems: As capital, security imperative; target of high 
profile and complex suicide attacks 

Significance: Was center of Zoroastrianism; Occupied by many 
forces 	to 	Include: 	British, 	Soviets, 	Taliban; 

Destroyed by civil war after Soviet departure 

171 
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Kabul Province - Capital: Kabul City 
(Capital of Afghanistan) 

Geography and C.Llmate: Valley at crossroad; Kabul River; Arid, semI-arid 
steppe; low precjpitation~ dry and dusty 

Economy: Industrial; international trade partners 

Drug Drug route connectlng South to North; Route to 
Production/Trafficking: Pakistan; Small cultiVation In Surobi 

Dangers/Concerns: As capital. securIty Imperatrve; target of high 
profile and complex suicide attacks 

Significance: Was center of Zoroastrianism; Occupied by many 
forces to Include: Brltlsh~ Soviets. Tallban; 
Destroyed by ciVil war after Soviet departure 
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Central Afghanistan — Kapisa 
Ethnic Groups: 
Tajik - 30% 
Pashtun - 27% 
Pashai -17% 
Nurestani 

Languages: 
Doe 
Some Pashtu 

1.72 
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Central Afghanistan -Kapisa 

" 
~ .... ..... .. 

......... ~ -

Etnnie Groups: 
Tajik w 30% 
Pashtun - 27% 
Pashai -17% 
Nurestani 

languages: 
Dari 
Some Pashtu 
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Kapisa Province - Capital: Mahmud Raqi 

Geography and 
Climate: 

Partially surrounded by mountains; 
two 
rivers 

Economy: Agriculture; talc mine; "Mela" — trade 

day once/week 

Drug 
Production/Trafficking: 

At one time a huge location of poppy 
cultivation, but has become poppy-
free 

Dangers/Concerns: Satisfactory security 

Significance: Destroyed by Cyrus the Great; part of 
Buddhist kingdom; known for wine 

0 0_0_0_0.0_01LO_0_0__0i0_0_0_0_0_SLIALIILILSLO_0_CS 0 
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Kapisa Province ... Capital: Mahmud Raqi 

i , Geography and Partially surrounded by mountains; , 

Climate: two 
rivers 

Economy: Agriculture; talc mine; "-Mela'! - trade 
day once/week 

Drug At one time a huge location of poppy 
Production/Trafficking: cultivation~ but has become poppy .. 

free 
, Dangers/Concerns: Satisfactory security , 
" 

51 gnificance: Destroyed by Cyrus the Great; part of 
Buddhist kingdom; known for wine 
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Central Afghanistan Parvan 
Ethnic Groups: 
Tajikil-lazara 
7154 
Pashtun = 29% 

Languages: 
Dari - 70% 
Pashto - 30% 

174 
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Central Afghanistan - Parvan 
Ethnic Groups: 

! TajikjHa:r:ara· 

-~ 

\ 
. -" . \ 

i 

71% 
Pashtun - 29% 

languages: 
Dari -7D% 
Pashtu - 30% 

],74 
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Parvan Province - Capital: Charikar 

Geography and Climate: 2/3 mountainous; 114 flat land; Parvan River; main-1  

route from Kabul to North; Salang Road 

Economy: Industrial crops; herbs 

Drug 

Production/Trafficking: 

Regained its original opium poppy free 
status in 2008 (and continued to be poppy free 
in 2009) after five years of continuous cultivation 
between 2003 and 2007 

Dangers/Concerns: Relatively secure 

Significance: Long history of battles; 9340 — defeat British; 
resisted Soviets and Taliban 

175  

ACLURM003283

'. 
Parvan Province ... Capital: Charikar 

Geography and C1Imate: 213 mountainous; 1/4 flat land; Parvan River; main 
route from Kabul to North; Salang Road 

Economy~ Industrial crops; herbs 

Drug Regained its original opIum poppy free 
ProductlonfTrafficking: status in 2008 (and continued to be poppy free 

1n 20D9) after five years of continuous cultivation 
between 2003 and 2007 

Dangers/Concerns: Relatlvery secure 

Significance: Long history of battles; 1840 - defeat BritiBh_ 
resisted Soviets and Tallban 
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Central Afghanistan i Bamyan 
Ethnic Groups: 
Majority Hamra 
Taft - 25% 
Tatars 

Languages: 
Dari - 96% 
Some Pashtu 

S 411-01.11-011-0-11-11111-011119-01110111.10-111110-11111-01110 
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Central ~~ghanistan - Bamyan I 
[" =<>--<==~~-_~~"~.:.>c<w~~~-",=~=---.="~- :-=:'""==--=-==-----=-~ Ethnic; Groups: 

Majority Hazara 
~"- ~~"- " Tajrk -15% 

", 

j 
< 

-~-. - ....... L --;:7--;- r-~':::::--- ~ -

Tatars 

, languages: 
Dari - 96% 
Some Pashtu 
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Bamyan Province - Capital: Bamyan 

Geography and Climate: Dry mountainous terrain; several rivers, 
including Punjab; Band-e-Amir lakes 

Economy: Agriculture, livestock; day labor secondary 

Drug 
ProductIonfTrafficking: 

Some reports of trafficking; small scale 

poppy cultivation 

Dangers/Concerns: Many landmines 

Significance: Cultural capital of Hazaras; generally opposed 
to Taliban; strategically placed to thrive from 
Silk Road; Buddhists of Barnyan statues 
destroyed by Taliban; first female governor 

in 

a 
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[ Bamyan Province - Capital: Bamyan 

Geography and CJimate: Dry mountainous terrain; several rivers, 
including Punjab; Bandooe-Amlr lakas 

Economy~ Agriculture, livestock; day labol" sacondaty 

Drug Some reports of trafflckingi small scale 
Prod uctl 0 n/Trafficking: poppy cultivation 

Dangers/Concarns~ Many landmines 

Significance: Cultural capital of Ha%.aras; generally opposed 
to TalJban; strategicsUy pJaced to thrive from 
SI(k Road; Buddhists of Bamyan statues 
destroyed by TaJibanj first fema]e governor 
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LANGUAGE GUIDE 
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• Persian (Dari) 
• Pashto 
• Uzbeki 
o Turkm 
• Nurlstani 
o Balochi 
• Pasbni 

Major Languages  
• 111•11111111110 .11_911_0411111111LOAL01111 elt_010101111 
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• Persian (DarQ 
o Pashto 
• Uzbeki 
II Turkmeal 
o Nurlsmni 
• Baloehi 
• Pashaj 
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LANGUAGE GUIDE 

   

        

        

        

        

• Dari (Afghan Persian/Farsi) and Pashtu are the official 
languages of Afghanistan 

• Pashtu was declared the National Language of the country 
during the beginning of King Zahir in 1933; however, Dail has 
always been used for business and government transactions 

Pashtu is primarily spoken in Southern areas and the Eastern 
areas bordering Pakistan; Dari is used in much of the rest of the 

country 

Dari only differs slightly from Persian Farsi; both use the same 

alphabet 

Pashtu has an alphabet distinct from Farsi/Dari; there are two 
main dialects (Southern and Northern) that slightly vary from 
one another (all dialects are mutually understood by all Pashtu 

speakers) 

• A significant percentage of the vocabulary of both languages is 
borrowed from Arabic 	 leo 

0 011r0111-0-0-0-0-011-0-018-0-011-01,0*-01111-018-0-0 
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LANGUAGE GUIDE 
• Dari (Afghan Persian/Farsi) and Pashtu are the official 

languages of Afghanistan 

• Pashtu was declared the National Language of the country 
during the beginning of King Zahir in 1933j however, Darl has 
always been used for business and government transactions· 

• Pashtu is primarily spoken in Southern areas and the Eastern 
areas bordering Pakistan; Dari is used in much of the rest of the 
country 

• Dari only differs slightly from Persian Far5i; both use the same 
a'phabet 

• Pashtu has an alphabet distinct from Farsi/Darl; there are two 
main dialects (Southern and NDrthern) that slightly vary from 
one another (all dialects are mutually understood by aU Pashtu 
speakers) 

• A significant percentage of the vocabulary of both languages is 
borrowed from Arabic 
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11 I:tC1  

*rooba roowi 
rnakharnakh 

*shamaal 
shamaal 

*maahayn 
p❑ manz ke 

I •  

between 

straight 
*gharb 
gharb 

*sharq 
sharq 

*chap 
chop 

411* 

left 
*junoob 
junoob 

*Dart transliteration on top 1 Pashtun on bottom 

*raas 
khe 

right 
idI 

ACLURM003289
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0 
I r) 

l ,I(~ -

I *rooba mowi *maab~yn . 
akh po manz ke 

straight *gharb 
gharb --uo-u;,;,."... 

"'junoob 
junoob 

between 

*sharq 
~~ sharq 

"*raas 
khe 

*Oarl transliteration on kip I Pashtun on bottom 



Dari [9eneral Terminology I Pashtu 

Hello 	 Reply 
raloorn 	 Sala= 

	

Hono(forrnal) 	 Good Doming 

	

salaam oraykurn 	 swab buldialr 
HOMY 	 Roply 

noalaylcum woaloorn 	 snub bakhah 

Goodbye 	 Reply 

	

Hustler aarayz 	 khuOroboattrya 

	

HOW Bra you? 	 !malaria 

	

chntoot aahlyra? 	 khozb octal" 

maw 	Th ank you 	MI* 
ludas 	has holm* 	Matadi moykonunt 

Yea 	No 	ThCallheL 	Baratinora 
belay 	nay 	oelos 	eanWooplo 

	

Do you understand? 	1 don't unclorstand 	Sony 
Forounodayn? 	rta falnintdUrn 	babaldaahwyn 

	

con you ropoatthot 	Spank alowZy 	Show me 

	

lakmar kOntrayra 	oostaa-aboa sop 	nentolon boloyn 
bayzanayn 

Hello 
Salaamu alaikurn 

Good morning 
Saboar pa lthalr 

Goodbye 
Do Itarday pm *mom 

How are you? 
Tampa ye? 

Moose 
U.Nan 

Yee. 	No 
Ho 	No 

Do you undat61ind7 
Trina pubadial? 

Can you eapootthat 
Tame Woo NwargtaT sale 

Show me 
Mal to waahoybool 

Ron? 
Wolortura etdouro 

Good Emmons 
Maabnam pa 

Reply 
Po media dr Ma 

II wii Dna 
Za ahs yarn 

Thank you 	Reply 
Manama 	Hin "MUM 

Thlsrahot 	Hainafrhore 
Danhipi-loshu 

I don't understand 
Za no pub:ahem 

Spook ohnely 
Oaraaroaweiyaa5t 

1 You ifieY hrarehaat you thew ha elan 
mr abornoo 01/polar) 

boo (aslomObor) 
Damns Oa ZU uase nom hagha bosh& 

thelro 
Itoohol 

yours 
az 'human 

 

Molls 
a; oonaa 

yaw* 
alnar0 

    

    

• 11-11111-01118-111-011111101.11,1111111-1110111111-0111-04-11111 • 
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Darl I General Terminology' Pashtu 

HolII .. 
Ai.m 

KlIfla{lonmllJ 
MIlaM! allI.y1o:um 

Ro .. 1V 
~~m_1Nrn 

Nil' 
nQ' 

o.:."d Evanhl., 
~bb>il\llalr 

FtIlP~ 
.....m i>al<hBlr 

Do"cl.l tIfIda ...... nd1' 1 don't. u!tltnvbmd Sany 
~a~n? na.~m ~wn 

C"an :tOil ""Pi'll' UI.t spsak a1DwlV ShDW mil 
IBbBiIrllCllllIII.)Ill"? ~11N 011;0 ~" bo!l!iytI 

IlafDr\I"1II 

mil 
IUrlllhBMt 

CIQ 

DQo ,., ... uildedlUllld'l 
T_ ~hilZllal7 

Show me 
M .... wahI\YM .. 

I 
ZII 

Y(lIt 
111M 

Thank yClu RGply 

"'''"'''JIll. HiIIII U\liMn 

'I1I1~a: IiIaIfJhll~ 
OJrd!tIH"9hll DalIMI~1II 

lo1Gn't und"",lllnd 
Za nil pulleEh....-. 

l,8Z . ~-.~.-.'-"-'-.-'-.-.-'-.~.-.-.-.".~ •. -.~ •. ~.-.--.. 



When, 10 Ihe Paha 	ludeawyt 	itaykeni? 
Ifgurre aro you Injured, kujetpayt aakhrnee 'hada? 

yes 
elesh

%
erca 

Mouth 
dean 

re 
geumharr 
Nome 
laminae 

Heed 
:or 

Nook 
girder; 

Book 
peuiht 

Torso 
scene 

Arm 
cleat 

Biomeiri 
ardour 

Hard 
dant 

Oral 
eeekeshak 

Leg 
Peet 
PadYda 

Eyes 
Storage 

mouth 
Mule 

Torso 
Sine 

Arm 
BEAM 

Stomach 
Has 

Ears 
lenerhune 
Huse 
Peas 

Feet 
Petra 

111/11ALCIIMILILL111_11._ SAL 	 • 
Medical Terminology 

Dad 	 Pashto 
Ps 

I cm going to dress the wound 
me sekharro paansmaan maykonum 

ern going to ohm you on li]irotioe 
me swum-re oeiohleoree maykonum 

I am going to glee you Ws medicine 
me be ohlareo ere chniragikto MEIVIUM 

	

Hospital 
	

Doctor 
	

Sick 
shoraakhatma 
	

dasider 
	 minter 

	

Wounded 
	

Shot 
	

Burnt 

	

sakhrnea 
	

marrrree itherxda 
	taulthla 

Injury 	Inf./edam 	mood 
	

Boadage 
zold5erm 2alitiam reaskroubsa Mon 

	
bran:Usk 

Dead 	 Madldne 
	

Injection 

	

L.  .,,. =unlit 	 demos 
	

petehkoree 

Where Is the pain? 	bard died clay? 
Where are you Injured? 	ZekheM cried day? 

t acyl Salm t. drama MO wound 
Zo pa zelthem ;Wel legegram 

1 am going to give you an Injection 
zo tease yr pea(1401Ingrogrfitn 

I em gpIng 6u gm' you this medicine 
Za laser to deem dermal derkewem 

Hoeptio1 	Deem 	Melt 
Reverent 	Weldor 	Hearogh 
Wounded 	Shut 	DMA 

zokhrni 	Wards* 	Swedzeigirlay 

Injury 	Mood 	Bandage 
Zakhain 	Luna 	 Pala 
Dead 	madloirre 	Injection 
Murray 	Dermal 	Pechkrarl 
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Darl I Medical Termm?!ogy i. PashbJ I i 

I I 
\111M"'" Ie lb. plllh1' 
wra .. re IIM)OW Injl.lrad1 

I am going to dr.a tnt! 'iII'Ound 
ma WIIa_ p.II:lNmll~ 1M4I~""'m 
t 11m gohHII til gMI yllL\ pillnjllClIi:1l1o 
II'IfI salNUI-ra pelcl"'io~ ~n~m 

lam galng ~ I'" JGII tlI'-mltdh:lnlil 
mlil be ,h~m~1iI "'" dJ;Iwa~"", mllJl\jm 

HOlp1131 ·Do~tot SLGk 
sI1QfukllMilI da8lrtBr _ I 

I WOuJldi'l:l Sllot liiIliml I I 

L 
zaklllMl mllllMlll kI1f11R'a 5<lWlM.:l I 

In.lLOIY Inr-Unn Blot>(! a,ad",. 

l ~~:~~~~m .. ~~~~: __ ~~_~J L __ 
I~-

[.om SCIIrIa tQ iSBOljIlJ14o '/V01,I1)d 
Z8 .... ZIIldJitIIllllllllllq .... m 

. I am gIIlnO 10 ~ you -an InJection 
Za~_ .. ~ji'~ 

111m B"lnllIlu II''''' 1/IIU 11118. mlldlctltw 
za !Use m 03gn. d.mlll dalkllmm 

HIII¢W O"cfD&o STt:K 
RIlogl'Itun OllQktlr Nallrogh 
Wo,man Shot lIo.Imt I 

Zirl<l1mi iI\UlI_ sw.1iE~.y 

Injury 1:IIogd allndllmt I 
Z;1ih.nn WI1II PIlIai 
DaBd MadlDIne InJllctkul 
... .....,. DllIIIIIII ~ , 

------- ---,---~~~ ~ • - -. ~.- - - - '1.1;10>--
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• , 

Snip 	Stop 	Sla p ar °hook 
icon 	to Mania* drorsh nga  pin 
drayeh 	drelfsh 	laser rearkowium 

De next 	Du Met retee 
MVO* 	lne' weep= 

favor nokou eelegeele Isselee RAMO 

Po sad 
11113VB 

show Mihail 

Surrender 
lailksom thou 

Palmer wampum dawn Heeds up Lie down It down 
stdeeeeta menu 	&ohm harden pout kou braohea 

Gm up 	'rum around Walk fornard Walk !envoid 
go my i (sway morn mol 

'stood saw deor fsukhou moll bye 	dew Mow 

Gomm hors Come out Stay titans 	Stay here 
culla hiaa Maroon layna oonla beast' eenJu heath 

move 	Hurry 	Ba quiet 	Hands down 
urerket lulu BIWA Res hilOaMoosh heath dUslaa peayeon 

Please open the deer 
lutran &Invite:am we= hemp 

Con we corns Et ond mph 
yen einillelUDIUOMP7 

moroonsyn demur' byeeyeym ou ez 
ehumee chund mvord lexiimyroi 

Open she door 
derwalzete wens: kayo 

Gan I see your payola? 
p'pteiteeelue eiffiereteltecnIA 

helsoornon? 

We must aeeroh you 
mum heaped ehumanna 

tab/mile* Wafter! 

We Mush smooch your holm* 
moo bawd IMaana-ay shumaara 

larashea kimaym 

?mars *ante go You are under snood 
maylonsyn humyn 	handset nwAornon 

Disperse 
door ahrmayrt 

Go home 	Go away 	Fora line Orm at 2 thin 
Mamie bump Nein 	lure seewayn yakyolc ruder 

SWe 

	

IcoSrsPori) (a 	%Zak) 	et-111 efiChat 	
Do not 

 
Wash ~mote Mesh yam= des hesgraun b la UhutO 

	

Do fiat 	be not rake 
	

Surninder 

	

Moot 	your weapon 	Tasilm 
Des ma knee Khpele wale me aktie 

Fut yourwaspou down Hands up Lie down Mt dove! 

	

ape's wools. 	liatoszlidal LaSeuna Cede Prot 	Menai 

	

Getup 
	

Tum mound 
	

Yyalk furaard 

	

Ports sal 
	

Shea pond 
	

malkh to duel 

	

Come here 
	

Come out Stay thons 	Stay hete 
papa. masai Hem wawar.al Hama pausal Dula peals eel 

Mayo 	Hurry 
vend 	Zher 

Please open the door 
taw dames= khrersa kraf 

Can we come In and oak 
you.  SOMA questions? 
Slush domino dal cu. so 

lea woman@ kawelal mu? • 

We moot search yen 
Mush loam lalaaehl hew 

You are Roe to om 
THI1611 thy Nei 

ee quiet 	Kande down 
Chop eel 	Lamm lohabs 

Wee the moue 
Dummy/ Moles Fuld 

Can I eon your papers? . 
Ze alease eseesd Wolof Kam? 

trio Fraught eeereli year hpiree 
Muth eleuise ker luleashliumu 

You are "Odor arrest 
Those handyarm yaost 

Disperse Go bongo Go Sway Perm a Ma One ate limo 
Mumma sal Kona nazi Kiehl dzoi Getter sal Pe weer yeo 

Dari 1  1:: -ectionsiOrdel  Pashtu 

01110-0-011-011-0-0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-010-0 
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Dari D i recti ons/Orders .Pashtu 

JillJlya .. r_pOll down HlUlh up llo do¥m SII down 
~1.rBBeeta I'B .... U dImIaI!I baaJe.... ptcn.l kau bfI~ 

Gill up llIm _nd INa1k f01WDd walk flIrmmI 
. {to mill tllWll' ftvra mal 

•• Ind .tIau dllar bukhou ~1Ih bya 01 ...... bu"", 

GDm& h_ CDmB cut ~ tlL~1'Q .stal' hl!re 
HtI1il!ljBa tIOll1OOlI tlWBIIII ot:rIIo ~Ih eonjIII bH~ h 

BQqu~ Handa down 
~NmQC~h t.;,~sh daslaEl pBBjIIMn 

PI""", .. opBn H:l9 door 
IUII'an darwllA'llI1l. ~ loIonoifn 

eM _ llama. and nil 
y.:w.lIl1mloquKllOnlt? 

001111 .... door 
d"rwaaz,l1'& WlilIIIl< MIu 

m~ .. ~ dlliOOn byElayaym ell lIZ. 
oIIhumu.lhlnd ~III kQo.IJRllrl? 

Can IlieG ytlUr pll]leftl.? 
~"I'\IIlM aiilQQli:ta\lt:lut\Jl 

l:Iebollinum? 

WI! nlulll,.,uuoh yalt 
IJ1IIItI ~ym:I.!;hu-.a 

t.liluhe.eo MrIQWI1 

WI mll~ lIe11iRh JQu," ~uill) 
mllllllrMyad khunll4Y ~"umwlra 

LlIluh9 k«IItym 

YIIU.::IIfO ffao tn go YolUlro 1.In1'1111' ,fIm)lLt 
lJIIl)'~rJ"'l'fI .... m,tJ bOIildaet iI'II~kcnum 

Go hom a 
1<.11l1li1111 bumylf 

FannllllM 
I"r .. IIi)aifI;,yn 

i~~~~I~l --.~J~~. =l 
OIUll ~ D_h 1"11111 w dM Iw'nIm Mol allllra t 

Do not 1:1 .. BDt take Gummdo:ir 
&t!ilM !lour _pon 1l:I!:llm 

Cu ma ~ Khp!llell_1811l11 "khI&. 

PIll yo&II'1IIl!iiPilP dDWfl Hmc:lll up Lill d~ Sit d"WQ 
~pa111 __ iIaIINhi:lill lSMIIlIiI pcrta I"n:It Ks/11!1RI1 

CIl .... h.enI Cilmtt Gut Stay thClI'D Ibrt hllr. 
llDfbl raatlal rI!l1I w~1 Hliltil. paa.!a 11 Ell DaUa pIlal.llll9l 

MOV1I HIM1)' 
Dzli Zh .. 

PlH •• OJI.n the doar 
toJtkit1 darwaaza k1U_ ktaI 

Can WIll came In and " .. 11 
YOll8Otrul qUII:llIon .. ? 
... .rzh crllna/l~ 11l1li ~ ... 110 

1M p.l~"NII kawnlllIU? 

We mll.lll: _"'" V"u 
·Muzh. talK 1aI~1 bmu 

CB"I"BByodtPElPB~ 
z,. .. __ • ...,,,-' 1oa~1I;Il "",,..? 

II'fo ..-.nrt 91N1n11I lr_r hi:>J>lllI 
Mw:tIllllllu'" bl. bIl ..... hlllawll 

Yc .... 1"III1Il~iI"lII'rsat 
'Ib.aH' batld.yllilln 1111"" 

DlIPM'lUI G" 110m" Go _war Filnt:I a 11II1II On .. Moll Um" 
K/IIn"ra II1II1 KIIn!I oml tSlla elml QIIiMt :l.1li1 Po lV1IBr yiIC 
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Arnedttert 
Bolder 
eslemly 

iumeekre t  

e Rohner 
maloosho 

0 	aft 	8 A 	7 Y 	e p 
soft 	nou 	osht • 	oft 	shoats 

pard chow say 
r 41  

dern 	yolk 

Afghani Policemen Dumber 
soldier poetess bomgozaer 

ashar-ey 
oral-wan 

Where ore they? 	cense kujanolayn? 
Wind do lhav rook tike'' ammo c.heqesam 

meakrom maystlert? 

Thai 
dux 

fliALIILIDALIDALS111111111111111WILIMMIDAILCIL111110 ID 
People 	I 

old 	Young  
zor 	Carnamal 

Pashtu 
W.aria 

 rbilqoal o 

We rAinn Mewl 
Ghard Aftreord 

Dari 

American 
Soldier 

Amrikaryl 
esker 

	

Where ere Map 	Hophol awl di? 
mei do they iook 	Hooterl tso do 41? 

joriR ohlEderw  

• • 	 a A 	FY 	of 
Wei Nebo Am Vim Mipath 

ar 2T 

	

pGndae Tocfar Ore 	Clwe Yea 

• AfghMI draws 	 Wetlawn [rota 
kAAlea-zilfathElanifff 	If.Balm Ithanrnire 

M 
ward 

Oki 
peer 

Child Men Woman 
Lon Ian mord ran 

Young  
Joution 

t 1 
Afghani Reesman Bomber 
soldier 	Retie 	Bern 

Minn suitor 	aohowknhey 

Thiel 
Ghal 
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I 

Sa.I<I)' 

la 
Qld 'I'ounll 
lor' I1zwuin 

t1frlt 
Amllrfc:an Argh ... l Pl!lletmlll ItoinIMr 1111" 
Soldl~r soId~ I'I>Ii1II limn GbaI 
Amll~ AiQhan Q.Uc1if /tt>h""'~ 

E'1 MIr.iIr 

f~ wnCfIII _1hfI)'l' H~91>o1 d1- Ii' 
~t Rahill' wnttl dII inll)/lOooIc n,at HIl9haI boll dawal dI' 

Jo;II'I~lIl.., 

.' 11'\ s .... 1"1 sf w.. Naht. Ala lho:I ~"" 
f.i~ 41 3,.. :2:T 1\ 

Pindm. T"MIoI Oro DMI '(lID J 
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Places Pashtu 

Nouns 
Ithoomi c.urir" 

Twin, 
wear 

Dari 

Comp 	Race Slaw 	Hospitoi 	Mosque 
kimp maohnn000rmo. modem sherookhaone moue 

a. %Ia. 	l• • ■.• 

4R211 .411-'  det 

• 
1,5 

• 

-4 
Flood 	Juntdon 	Cromdmiliorlie olgmods 
Barak 	oluoriam 	eshapp-py tomfooko• 

11:1011g0 	Market 	Felice 	111411 
pul 	billanar davvrali-ow klimintioar doroaal 

Owed 	Sold 	Obstoolo 	MIWlleld 
daeht =mom rrophooney mulnzemr 

Poppy Fiatd 	wood 
911111ffehR14.01,  Iscuknoir Jsngal 

ligek 	 
idowtain 

loon 
War 

duyas 

,tunctio0 

121111$11-" 
Rood 

110304111 
Appirturi 

Mangan 
Jirreal 

'74 

uu5sre 	Sold 
Dooht 	Sookli 

nhotimlo 	KnolloOd 
aiond 	k1a3tiSooLa 

wing. 
KoJoy 

114"1  

Gemma 	Pam Malian 
Kemp 	DAUffitry01 

Sorolg 	DurtioN 
ClossjoglitalicAn■lo 

Thar" chkuogh 

Hone 
Icor 

Bridge 	Mirka] 	Form* 	Will 
Pal 	gum 	lemoom 	Como! 

4i 
Poppy Fluid 	Wood 	Mallifillri 	Mos 

	

Kokomo°kamiondo Changal 	Ghat 	Red 

• 110111111-1011111111111101111111ThM1111111111-011170 • 
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Dari Pashto L .  General  Questions 

ohne rovykhoyiunT 
rinetn-ay rhumba &nen? 
aloud hojers? 

WHAT ohne'? 
What do_you wont? 
I/dhotis your name? 
What thno? 

chud looms? 
chand neer? 
C558;8 door? 

dtternyn? 
ia2X.% (kaanS-ay 
hcoyo duuteyn? 

HOW rnaoy? Far object) 
many? or person) 
How far? 

DO YOU have? 

Do you have ID 
Or ID card)? 

Tense toe glummer? 
Siaose Mae Ise clop 
Tie wel(ht? 

WHAT The? 
V&A dO you want? 
Whotb yOur MOW 
Whottrme? 

Thaws took yeast? 
WHO Tama 

Whew* yrou? 
Who ware they? 	Hanle:4 isokwu? 

H OW many? 	 Mumma? 
Howfurt 	 Tsurnra Wu? 

WHEN oho want? 
When did this happen? 158 ohm wakhl ehud? 

WHERE keine? 
Where a re yeU front? as kolas astayn? 
Mune are you tiolon? Woe nutyreye? 
Where did ihls happerada lerpui Walesa shod? 
Where le? 	 Wipes? 
Mum me? 	 kujonsian? 

MCI Kee? 
Who are you? 	Merriam 
Who wure they? 	oomeekeetorden? 

WHICH dire:eon? 	 medium tend? 

Do you have lintamnal Wien dnialyn,  

no-YOU need? 	 — lour daurayn? 
Do you need help? 	kournek kw: dan-ayn? 
Du yoo need ,na MI/ an haw aaarayn2 

WHEN Kele? 
When did thlu happen? hhagba Igala lawman? 

WHERE Cheri? 
Where oreyou front? These do kurn doey yang? 
W,iiu ate you mina? Tram churl dui? 
Wham did Ms happro?Heaha din maw? 
Wham la? 	 Chandra? 
Whereas? 	 Demi di? 

pH dire:don? 	 IfArnm Ithwoe7 

um WM? YOU hew? have 	ThID?  
Tame pzharal parlor Iasi? 

Do you have weapon? Tame vrviia tuna? 

Li reed? 	 Tense atm Tani? 
Do you need hero 	Tease mama *eittee lanai? 
Do you need u•otor? Tossawabo In roam,  loraV 

DO 

Do 
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Dari [ General Question~] Pashtu 

WHEN I;:he 1II'.e.kht? 
Wh_ did tills hll~? ee ch!eW;lkhl."uU? 

\M'IEIUi k.ujM? 
WhtrllII ~ yOU 1i'WrII? az kJJl8a &i~ 
WIlli .. Ill'll YOII 1lOln.!!? lW]aa maylQfl1 
Wh ... dill W:s hllppm?da I\lfIllD....-qn sllLId? 
WMI1t Itt? .. ,IIuJaDG'I' 
1iIIhD19 311? ._ bJjaM'ID1I? 

WHA'I' ch~"? 
....... lItdtl.ll'CIU'MI1It? 
WhaUs yallitname? 
Wlmttlm? 

WHO 11M" 
Who Ill'll )'Gil? 
WJla wurw: tIwy? 

WI·lreli dJNaIIon7 

HOW rnaay? (rar o1lJaot) 
mllnl'l """ (l81'$1;1Q) 
Haw rm.r? 

OOYOUtI-n 
Doyou~1D 

CGI'"IDctnQ? 

chiltldama? 
dmnd nllfar? 
dIIqI dcIor? 
._ dltarayn? 

1a2kA (kunky 
~O CIIInlI'JI? 

DoG YOII bl.1I1I_paml-? $GIe!l. d~ 

noyCU nsed? _ kllardlllll1lYn? 
Do 10U lIeed help? I<Ou!nIIk Io:aar dllnyn? 
Do y(ld .-.e«I WllIIH"? "" kaIr tI~ 

WHat KllIII" 
When dJd Ullrt hawen? ""llIIl"oa taIlll WMWIIi? 

INHERE Chllrl? 
'MIlllre ~IV}'OO frunI,? TaDiO till kum di.EW' !f1Wll? 
Wh .. rII &nt y<:IU going? T_ ChIlli dzIII? 
WM~ dh:llNs hIlPl'~n?""agila .:MIl ~ 
WhII .. II'l' Ch." dll'J? 
WJI_1I1'd cnl!lti~ 

WJtA'r T9' 

WHO 

IJW.IICH 

HO'N 

WhatdOY4U wam? 
Wh:rtb yOUt 1'RU'M"l 
WI101ttrmll? 

Tl!III1o:? 
lMID_yrxn 
WIlo ware tIwy1 

dllWClfon? 

mIlny? 
Hawfllr'l' 

Tee:;e ~ ghwaGl1Il? 
$~.-.Jmls.!!d8(f 

T~\IAlI:.ht? 

l1I_ aIe)IUS!? 
1-I1II.P11sak wu? 

~khwu? 

T~1T1IU? 
Thu~1aJa? 

DOYOlJ hwft? Tauelllnl\? 
OOyw "-WIIID? T~ ~l'3"M IKiII? 
Do yaI.I ha,\I& waapon&? i".IlISlI-.IiI III~I? 

DOYOU ".HI?" 
Do you need hefP? 
Da 1011 .. ~ I/raMr? 

T.IIII,!,e !litre lanl!? 
T~ m~!e '='lId:lPM lIIi11i? 
T:II:IIleWlibo 'IB ... .III;gj{f 



Dari Pashtu Time 
uhaua vadthi. payed? 
ma cbeewalcht? 
Sete 

Howling ago? 
Hourrong until? 
(Palo& 

Today 
e WO= 

Yeelerday Ti rnerrow Thle Week Thin menrn 
deerouz Waal est omen 

Next Weak 
ally-ey Rwanda 

Net month 
niaa-ay aarenda 

eVbre 
After 

Irdmilea 
PO duel 

16 Oftriana 
peenzda doge 

pied of 
beads% 

10 rnTnoles 
da deem 

20m 
beeetdequ 

1 hour 
yak omit 

Today Yesterday Tornorrnw This week Thle month 
Nan 	Parun 	Sullen Ctagna wenn! Dnohe Olean 

1-netWeek 	 Leet month 
afrapay p4sh 	 mee-ay paysh 

Workweek 
Rearenveune wand 

Lest week 
'CC/MIAMI 

Neat mania! 
Fkaaraarnana myaask. 

Lout mouth 
Term myeed 

morning aoub 	 Seturdey ahardbay 

Afternoon had az &mat 	Sunday 	yaluditamlaay 

Evening . 	sham 	 Monday 	thisbambay 

noy 	roux 	 Tuesday narrnambay 

At Nbjht 	da shalom 	 Wattnooday chnerrnarnbay 

Now 	alga? 	 Thuredey PeriellzrebeY 

Later 	penman 	Riday 	Perne 

PA 21 &dela 	2hau 	Saturday Shamba 

Afternoon Ghana 	Sunday Yabaernbe 

arming Warrant 	manday Ouehambe 

Day 	Wrads 	 Taanday Sashamba 

At litht 	Eleslipm 	lAisanusday Cheanharnee 

Now 	 Thursday Punished* 

War Mesta Filthy Jaw 

,11p111■....i•■••••■■ 

Haw long ago? 
How long until? 
Unlock 

name 
After 

TINUFIM 1:1=1 IdWian? 
Tar liata? 
Sep 

hlekhka 
'Rue% 

6 mirodee 	10 iminutes 
Pion disqlqa 	LEIB dicilqa 

161710111014ra 	zto minutiae 	30 Waukee 
FindrarIna daqkia 	dalqe 	Dumb Clerilna 

1 hour 	 110(1 
Yew cant 	 Seat 

20 minutia 
gee doge 

Hour 	• 
sank 

srews-e-froirinwire-enrerinreArevire-s- 
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~ 

Hawking ;lIGO? o;/I!Iqlll wBlthl pavm? 

:'~'L~t 
Maw long IIBo1' Twn"oill fH 1dlwHa7 

Howronll until? 1Z1II die~WII1d1t1 HDW IDflgl&CItI1? T1lrklltll? 
O'aloclk ~)iiI CTaloGlI. I3l!p 

Btl'clru pa}lM\ az ' ,9, '3 80JfQre Malohkll 
AfteI' baatla:/i: \~.", ... ~~ Aflar \IiI\.BIa 

imlnulllil 10 mTnuI.tl .. 
'."_ 7 6 5 

6mlntd.Mli 10mlnu.lft 
~ 

prldllqll dadaqll PhtJ~~ lfaqi'J'!l Laadllqlqa 

15mlnUblll 20mlautw :tamlnut" t6mln .... zJI mlnlrtn SOml.mlla 
psamdadBqlill ~tdilqll MEI(lftqIII F'rndmBlodaqlqa St!eI~1II CIlRil1 dIIIl:Ilqllll 

1"oor Hour 1 hIM' Ho .... 
yak"ul sot "-1II11t $Aat 

~ VII.lIIrdIilY TOonQIYCIW Thill' WMIt mID m.IInll'l Tod'uy Yalftday Tomonuw ThI .. wek 11'Ilil mar.t)l 
~~ dN~ f~Ba eediil eemaa NEin PlllUn SlIba Oagha. W1ln-' OIlP llWtIan 

NalltWH'it IIIIIM manit! 
RamlWIaana \UI,In.eI Rearawaana myaall 

L1IIItWMk ..... nKltJIh 
Ter'MJnaI Tc:~ I1I)'4IIQl 

MOI'IIlng fIOUb SW:Irdll9 sh:wnbEly MI'I ..... 1tJ.g SOIIh ... ~V Shdmba 

Abll'lOClfl b9duchBui: Sund.y yMcahlllnma, Abmogn Ghoarma SUndQ y~ 

ElIenlng' ahNm Mllnday , dulhlmilay EvMIlng Ml\Iih~m Ml:IRdQ' Oullh~mbll 

Doy ~ Tl.l1i*f~ ~b&)I' Day w.dz Tuncl;IJ S~ 

AtNlglrt da~ Wadniliday cI1~mlNy At NIght [l~ WBdnasdll}l ChlaJllhambai 

Naw aa.tay It'IUl'IId,, peqm:lrMIIIY NIIW' V!,la TlU1rsd" psr+oneoo. 
uter p;l1IIIUI friday }oOmB Lmlr ~ I'mIIIY Juma. 

, 



Molar 	Far kni 

—• jer 

%mach all the engine 
Molar bard Wei 

Would Wudi 

et641 121-43 
Motonikal Onzanical Knrorneki 

egg Got out on MD OP-  Tem et the Illms 
ternaior mown° anal Cliraghunarmenlkra) 

SHOW ME ifour vohlde reuinnalian 
Do mato/ awned &ammo Isle 
Slow mu your drhidng Radar 
Meese jawsra=iigkoarr Irral  
Show me your wave. minimisation card 
oe onvuojanoaosshknara kr ni 

till nu c1 sawn your Or 
Muth mate ellettelthlethi knwu 

GPM WM hind 	opan trim trunk 
Soviet IS oaskro 	GinaMeecakrel 
Cleee the bact 	Close the nark 	'kw moy Bo 
Benet Land Iasi 	Shoo ken& krrl 	ihnsilth101 

Ej 
San 	 lissererj 	Their 	Zniohm 

atm 	lloarreivi 	SOrt 	Tot 

ta* 
moulur 	nal four 

1-  I 

111 111_41111111PAILILILILILIILIMILIMILIILIVIIIMILSUILIPil  0 

Check Point Terminology 	Pashtu Dad 

lame 
	

shutur 

gia el* -Iv 
moutatnakal bnisekel karaohea 

Gel mil of the Cif 	Ran off 1110 
as mcaltur 	ohoranuhira-eYle 

panymen shoe 	gul kou 

SHOW ME 'NW VeMele regialtation 
and rricnAereta nostrum bolayn 
Shown.. yewdriving Velleti 
layeannele nankeen betayn 
Show mo yourweepue bellhatiiath:rtl cord 
wool, salaam nesrotan tempi 

Wa must smock your oar 
man buoyed nunuieretataluthea konaym 

Open 11w hood 
	

opon trio bunk 
baarielete WOZ Ron 
	

toaltakaate 'wax lion 

Chien the hood 
	

Mona ton bunk 	You rney 
bound:eta began lere 
	

tonibnitauto brain kou rmaynnarna borer 

• 0 
	I I. 

awl& 
	

naaranloa 	xud 	seas 

0 II 
ooboa 	1185Willgra 

	
enfeyd 	mar 

Snitch AT the *PION 
reeuler gul kOki 

ene.ZZIN 
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G~I gul CII ~ cllt 
azmtlC.liar 

plIlI)IIIM .t1au 

Tum 01'1" 11\IrI1ljh.tt 
<;h" .. gh~11 

.. ulktM.I 

SKOW ME 'l'i:rlJrV<ll'liCl ...... glIWBliun 
.. ~cr:I mtlUluet.II nl::l5hi11en boIByn 
ShI:rI'f ..... YI' ..... hi vi "\I D r= .... tI: 
.1I~an="bI n"lha!ln b6layB 
:;I1H;Jw '" fI'\II"W1111p<11'1 MllhotisallCMt .:.tel 
IUlJ1.lIr IlUlii0N nesnun Iletlyn 

We mMt II No.. II 'our .... r 
iJ111111 Hayad m.oUII~"lIlhliCllw~m 

~CJii? ~ 
DJI'iI" n ... h-cJ open ~1I1ru'" 

lIe.aJIallm 'IJ« I\OlI tcclbaHrll w=.1IoIt 

CIa .... til" h...... ClOao '1M 1nIn1I. 'f01I ""1' Ill;> 
"olnatete bilQla k:OII ~bala!rMrl tr!!lila IICIU mmyIiIal\leEl bUree 

• !iBtI:z 

!! j 
__ .~ __ - •• ~.~, oj 

_____ ...... ______ - ___ -_~ _____ ...:..____oL.....:a..__..._._.. 

~.~ "E~b4tK' 
Molal' (fl.-::r bill lor L", ... I WUlih 

~ 1iWI·~ ~ SwoII.I .. rll u", -.gln& "'1lD~"---' ,, ____ ....... 
~ tm1dkllll ~Clt\ll'lllltll!.. _.. .... ....... -

SHOW ME Yoi..oI'wbl=~ r<il~~rr.II"" 
Do I'MtCII OInmllCl CiN<DII,a"""; 

$loIN "' .. fO\III' drt.lllg II¢IIII .... 
StoMe jDwa;o ~_1110 .... 111 
sbow "".,. V'X'rW(Ulfl- o..tl'KJo1MticmQrd 
D& wa.'OI. jtlwuaul1bav.lrl~ . 

Wemlllfl'l .... _h JOUr car 
lIIuzh tUmrllTJQU>I'tIiIlllIl;t.llmwu 

~j~ <O~ 
apon ..... lnrorl oFMIn u.. InInII 
~I!I:tr:oMk~ Sj-Aa,ltHrmlolll.ktc:rl 
Cl_ til .. J1\I9IJ CIOSO 111& ....... 11 You mDll' P 
BoGnIIl b!lnd 101l1li Sha ~ kid bl5IIO 'iii ;111 



Wirer laoritet 	APO 
miaow 	maltet roaket-aY oar thionotrIto 

-7Z r*a awn Gip 
Bomb Noe 
two main 

"etttri.ipakort4 ism  
Motel RIM Mahe gun Gronado Etpiotboo 

714 Rambo lbpoir Mani iv 	Lomil tarn cl-ffinchrdurAd Sold 

met gr-paii-r 11.11 
Pbtol 	RIAS Mu neucm Granada 	Eoploobos 

broom:he Moog measboondoor 	derkel rosmoorkop 
=lent 

010.44110 
&idle 	BAG Soria? Wm 

litorootn Tophanday Pottiest Barn Moirs 

What typo of weapons? 
chart gown oohoo? 
Whore ars [hay hTddordatoredP 
WOO WI 41111KIIKI7 Weapons echo 

zaltheepay gab& 

What typo of woopo 
Ira ducal wad ri? 

Whore art they lb htdonlottrotr, 
clomi pro% le WOmpthno Who 

Wad& now& 

Human bomb 	Cao• bomb 
arogozoomf cram= ibultbar rotubrorn 

atke'"P  
410 1569 

Boobstirap Roodoldo bomb 	Convoy 
doom 	barn du lc roser-my =milt gazer 

ItC4 41IN ,4( 
Affrsoured 	Tank 	Artillery 	Plan 

zaveypausti 	tag,* 	laup 	Lay sera 

MIN IM% WO= 
ShntiparaWd SOCICAtdRAWINI 

; knock, buds  

Komon bomb 	eiCr bewrib 
imam: barn 	Wu ham 

. 	al!! AMP affig 

	

Booby/bop Roodaido bomb 	Convoy 
Woo 	.S0* Ma WWI 	KOON111011 

7d  lak10  
Jsatlorg 	Root 

Zlihromiroal moo Monk 	Ibpkhoarm Montalto 

Ambush 	Kornii 
Shoot clown Wbblol 
	 WWtrtiet CNA 

Opiosion 
enrobbr 

Pashtu 

• 01111101111-090-0-0-0-01101111-0-010-0-0-0-0111181010 0 
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Vocabulary 
Basic Words 

English Dari Pashtu 

hello salaam as-salaamu `alaykum 

welcome khoosh aamadeyn kha raaghlaast 

no ney na 

yes baley ho 

please lutfan mehrabaanee 

excuse me rney bakhshee bakhana ghwaarom 

right durust sahee 

wrong ghalat ghalat 	in 
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Vocabulary . I 
i 

Basic Words 
~ 
1 , 
• 

~ 
1 

English Dari Pashtu i 
I 

I heno salaam as-salaamu ~ataykum 
I 

~ 
I 

I 

~ welcome khoosh aamadeyn kha raaghlaast I 

j . 
no ney na 

l baley ho yes 

please rutfan mehrabaanea 

I 
excuse me mey bakhshee bakhana ghwaarom r 

I 

r 
L , 

rlght durust . sahee I 

I wrong ghalat ghalat 191 l_~~ ___ . ___ .... __ ~~ ~. _ .. " _____ .. ". , ___ ... - _. _ .. _. ~ - _. _ .. _. _ ... - ._. . .... - __ .J 



English 	 Dart 

What is your name? name shumaa oheest ? 	staa num tsa deh ? 

Vocabulary 

Basic Phrases 

good morning 	 bubn ba khayr as-saiaamu 'alaykurn 

shpa dee pa khayr 

goodbye 	 baamaane khudaa da khoday pa amaan 

I-low are you? chutoor haste? 

you are safe bare shumaa khter treys 	khater nashta 

my name Is 	  naam maa 	 as zama num 	deh 

I am fine, thanks khoob astum, tashakur 	zeh khe yum rnanana 

Pashtu 

sus. 	WOOS 11-61110 
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Vocabulary 

Basic Phrases 

EngU$h Dari Pashtu 

good morning bubn ba khayr as-salaamu 'alaykum 

good evening shab ba khayr shpa dee pa khayr 

goodbye baamaane khudaa da khoday pa amaan 

How are you? chutoor haste? 

you are safe bare shumaa khtar neys khatar- nashta 

my name Is naamma:a as zama num _~deh 

What is your name? name shumaa cheest ? staa num tsa deh ? 

I am fine, thanks khoob astum. tashakur zeh kheyum manana 
192 
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Vocabulary 

Survival 

English Dad Pashtu 

Do you speak English? englisi yawd dawrl? 
to pa inglisee khabaree 

kawafey shee7 

What is your name? name shurnaa cheest? stag num tsa deh? 

calm down awrawm bawsh aaraarn she 

you are safe 
bare shumaa khatar 

nays 
taaso to kom khatar neshta 

Where Is 	 7 da kujass? I 	 cheeree deh? 

How many? chand taw? tso? 
193  
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English 

Do you speak English? 

I 
i 
I 

~ 
i 

1 
I 

I 

l ~----

What is your name? 

calm dow., 

you are safe 

Where Is -~? 

How many? 

Vocabulary 

Survival 
Darl Pashtu 

englisl yawd dawrl? 
ta p& inglisee khabaree 

kawarey shae? 

name shumaa cheest? stu num tsa deh? 

aW'rawm bawsh aaraamsha 

bare sl1umaa khatar 
taaso ta kom khatar neshta 

neys 

- da kuJass? ___ cheeree deh? 

chand taw? tso? 
193 



Vocabulary 

Survival 
English Dart Pashtu 

shelter panaw gaw panaw gaw 

medicine dawaw dawaw 

Do you need help? 
shumaa ba kurnak 
zaroora daareen? 

karnak to zaroorat laray? 

weapons asleya wasley 

minefield 
_ 	._. 	. 

rnayn dear da maayn saha 

danger area saayey khatar khatar naaka seems 

What direction? kudaarn taraff? karma khwaEria? 
1.94 
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Vocabulary 

Survival 

English Oarf Pashtu 

shelter panawgaw panawgaw 

medicine dawaw· dawaw 

Do you need help? 
shumaa ba kumak 

karnak ta zaroorat laray? 
zaroora daareen? 

weapons asleya wililSley 

minefield mayn daar da maayn saha 

danger area saayey khatar khatar naaka seem81 

What directIon? kudaam taraff? kamee khwaata? 
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Vocabulary 

Survival 
English Dari Pashtu 

Do you have 	? a hurnaa 	 daarin? tasey 	larey? 

Where? kujaa? cheeree? 	. 

What? Ghee? tso shay? 

Who? kee? tsok? 

Why? chiraa? walee? 

help me mara komak ko zamaa sera marasta 

water 300 ooba 

food nawn dwodey 	195 

0 0 

ACLURM003303

- .- - - ,- -

Vocabulary 

Survival 

English Darl Pashtu 

Co you have ? shumaa ___ daartn? tasey_. larey? 

Where? kujaa? cheere9? 

What? chee? 150 shey? 

Who? kee? tsok? 

Why? chima? walee? 

heJp me mara komak ko zamaa sara marasta 

water aoo ooba 

food nawn dwodey 195 
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Vocabulary 

Command and Control 

English Dari Pashtu 

form a line lavin shawim 
pa gataar ke 

 
wadaregay 

surrender taslim sho taslim sha 

speak slowly awhesta gap bezan karaar khabaree kawa 

calm down awrawm bawsh aaraam sha 

Who Is in charge? awmer kis? tsok salaahiyat larey? 
16 
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Vocabulary 

Command and Control 

English Dari Pashtu 

form a line lavln shawim 
pa· gataar ke 
wadaregay 

surrender taslim sho taslim sha 

speak .slowly awhesta gap bezan karaar khabaree kawa 

calm down awrawm bawsh aaraam sha 

Who Is in charge?- awmerkis? tsok salaahiyat larey? 
1116 
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Numerals 

US Dari Pashtun US Dar!  Pashtun 

0 safer sifar 9 no naha 

1 	• yak yo 10 da !as 

2 doo dwa 11 yaazdaa yolas 

3 soy dray 12 duwaazdaa dowlas 

4 chaar salor 13 seyzdaa diyaarlas 

5 pan] pinza 14 chaardaa swaarlas 

6 slush shpag 15 panadaa peenzalas 

7 haft oowa 16 shaanzdaa shparlas 

8 hasht ata 17 havdaa wol4as 
197  
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Numerals 
&'l; 

U$ Dari Pashtun us Darl Pashtun 

0 safer ~ifar 9 no naha 

1 yak yo 10 da las 

2 doc dwa 11 yaazdaa yoras 

3 sey drey 12 duwaazdaa dowlas 

4 chaar salor 13 seyzdaa dTyaarlas 

5 panJ plnza 14 chaardaa 5waatlas 

6 shash shpag 15 panz,daa peenzalas 

7 haft aowa 16 shaanzdaa shparlas 

8 hasht ata 17 havdaa wol-las 
197 I 
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Num  era Is Cont. 

US Dad Pashtu US Dad Pashtu 

18 hazh-daa ata-las 90 nawad navee 

19 nuzclaa non-las 100 	1I sad sel 

20 beest steal 1,000 yag hazaar zer 

30 see dersh 10,000 daa-azaar las zer 

40 chel tsalveltht 100,000 yak sad-azaar sel zeta 

50 penjaa panzohs Million yak rnelycon mllyon 

60 sheet shpeeta first awal Iornray 

70 haftaad aweyah second du-warn dohorn 

80 hashtaad ateyah third sey-wum dreyam 	. 
tga 
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Numerals Cant. I 

us Dari Pashtu us Dan Pashtu 

18 haz;h-daa ala-las 90 nawad navee 

19 nuzdaa non-las 100 sad sel 

20 beest sh.al 1,000 yag hanar zar 

30 see dersh 10,000 daa....azaar ias zer 

40 chel tsalveKht 100,000 yak sad·a:z:aar sel zera 

50 penjaa panzohs Million . yak rnalyoon mllyon 

60 shast shpeeta first awal lomray 

70 haftaad aweyah second du-wam dohorn 

• J-·.-.T ••• ~.-.-.--.~ •• ·.~'-'-'-.-'-'-•• T • ••• 

80 hashtaad ateyah third sey-wum dreyarn 
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Cultural Proverbs, Expressions, and Idioms 

Tail& proverb says "A person's navel is on his belly while the world's navel is on the Pamirs." 

■ "'There is a path to the top of the highest mountain." 

• "The first day you meet, you are friends. The next day you meet, you are brothers." 

• "Don't stop a donkey that is not yours." Meaning to mind your own business. 

- "Blood cannot be washed out with blood." 

"No rose is without thorns." 

- "Without investigating the water, don't take off your shoes to walk through it.." 

• "A liar is forgetful." 

• "You can't clap with one hand." There is strength In Union. 

"A river Is made drop by drop." Step by step, precept by precept. 

• "The right answer to a fool is silence." Silence Is golden. 

"Don't show me the palm tree show me the dates." 

• "What you see in yourself is what you see In the world." 

- "Vinegar that is free, Is sweeter than honey." People love getting something for nothing. 

"A wise enemy Is better than a foolish friend." Seek good advice. 

"Fear the person who doesn't fear sod." 

"Glory Is fitting to God alone." A person should not be proud. 
••■■••••M 	 - •■■ 
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Cultural Proverbs, Expressions, and Idioms 

• Talikproverb says "A person's navel is on his belly while the world's navel i5Gn the Pamirs." 
"Therl! as a path to tile top of the highest mountain." 

"Thefim day you meet. you are friends. The neKt day you meet. you are brothers.H 

"Don't stop a donkey that Is not yours.H Meaning to mind your own business. 
"Blood cannot be washed out with blood." 

"No rose Is without thorns." 

"Without investlgadng the water, dDn't take off you.r shoes to walk through H:.. H 

II Alia r is fgrgetfull' 

.. "You can't clap with one hand." There is strength I,. Union. 

DA river Is made drop bV drop." Step by step, precept by precept. 

.. "Ttte right answer to a fool is silence." SUence 15 golden. 

"Don't 5how me the patm tre e show me the dates." 

• "What you see In yourself is what \Iou see 'n the worl d. n 

'VInega.r that is free. Is sweeter than honey." Peop Ie love pHin, something for nothing. 

"A wi!il!l enemy Is better than II loollsh frIend." Seek good advlc.e. 

"'Fear th e: person who doesn't fear God." 
"Glory Is flttln,g to God alone.n A. persDn 5hould not be proud. 
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Afghan Superstitions 

If your foot touches or hits another parson's foot, you will get into a fight 

with that person, unless you shake hands right away, 

• If a baby has jaundice, let it lick on cleaned gold and the Jaundice will go away. 

• During an eclipse If pregnant woman scratches hersaff, a black mackwill appear 

on her baby. 

It's net good to Jet someone compliment your child too much, because they may become jinxed and 
bad luck may fall on them. ( This is called "Nazar-ing a child.) 

▪ your cross under al rainbow, a sex change will occur. A boy Will turn to a girl and a girl will turn Into 

a bay. 

• Don't olkicthe scissors, it brings about a fight. 

• cover your bald head or else it may start raining. 

If you draw lines on the ground you will be in debt. 

■ Jingling your keys will cause a fight to occur. 

• If a boy chews gum, his beard will grow uneven. 

• After praying, you should fold a side of the prayer matt or the devil will come and pray on it. 

• After reading the Quran, you should close it 'Immediately, or the devil will come and read from it 

You will be falsely accused of something if your feettouch a broom. 

• If a male child Is circumcised, fasten a piece of feroma (Pure turquoise) jewehyte It's bedding above 
the head and his cut will heal faster and nicely. 

• When a new born is brought Into the house and placed into his or her bed, hanging something 
(Jewalry etc..) with the name of Allah on It will help keep the baby safe from harm when they sleep. 

• Marriage between the two holidays Eid ul fitr and Eid ul Adha is prohibited. 

• Shaving a baby's hair will make their hair grow thicker. 

L.!_o eiresivereireirs-s-s-e-irorsireArirenve 4.1j 
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Afghan Superstitions 
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If a baby has jaundice, let It nck on dBaned gOld and the Jal.lndicl;l will go away. 
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on her baby. 
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TRADOC CULTURE CENTER 

Purpose 

• Provide mission-focused culture education and training 

• Build and enhance cross-cultural competency and 

regional expertise 

• increase effectiveness of US Soldiers in coalition and 
joint environment; stability, security, and humanitarian 
operation 
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TRAOOC CULTURE CENTER 

Purpose 

• Provide mission-focused culture education and training 

• Build and enhance cross-cultural com petency and 
regional expertise 

• Increase effectiveness of US Soldiers in coalition and 
joint environment; stability,. security. and h~manitarian 
operation 
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In its effort to support US Soldiers, the TRADOC Culture 

Center offers the following training and products for 
initial military training through the Captain Career 

Course: 
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The TRADOC Culture Center is committed to fulfilling the needs of US 
Soldiers and is able to provide culture training tailored to specific requests. 
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1 In its effort to support US Soldiers" the TRADOe Culture ! 
- j Center offers the fonowing training and products for 1 

initial military training through the Captain-Career ! 

Course: 

The TRADOC Culture Center is commItted to fulfilling the needs of US 
So!diers and is able to provide culture training tailored to specific reqlJests. i 
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TRADOC Culture Center (T C) 

Sierra Vista, AZ 

For more information on available 

products and classes please contact: 

Phone: 520 459 6600 / 520 459 5732 

Fax: 520 459 8537 

httns:iliconiarrnv.rniliapps tcc index.cfrn  

To schedule Culture Training: 

hit s: icon.arndinclex.cm 	m 
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TRADOC Culture Center (Tee) 

Sierra Vista, AZ 

For more information on Qvallable 

products and classes please contact: 

Phone: 520459 6600 /520 459 5732 

Fax: 520 459 8537 

https:Uicon.army.mil/al!l'!s/tcc/index.cfm 

To schedule Culture Training: 

https:llicon.army.,millindex.cfm 
~~ _______________ ~~~_~ _,_,,_~ __ ~ __ , _______ _________ J~~. 



TRADOC Culture Center (TCC) 
Sierra Vista, Arizona 
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